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12 dynasties took over 2000 years to build the 8851-km long
Great Wall of China. We wonder at the brilliance of construction

that has made the Great Wall of China simply timeless.
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Up to b equal monthly installments available at 0% interest

Otfer Price: Tk. 50,000

For More Information:
98553668, D1712-665463
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Tahrir activists

clash with cops

39 held as the banned outfit
brings out procession in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law enforcers yesterday detained 39 suspected activists
of banned Islamist outfit Hizb ut-Tahrir following a clash

with them before the Jatiya Press Club in the capital.
During the clash, police fired rubber bullets and tear

gas and charged batons to break up the Tahrir men, who
retaliated with exploding hand-made bombs and throw-
ing brick chips.

The skirmish left at least 10 people including several

pedestrians and police injured.
Witnesses said around 200 members of the outlawed

group brought out a procession before the Bangladesh
Medical Association (BMA) building (opposite to the

Jatiya Press Club) on Topkhana Road around noon.
When police intercepted the procession, the Tahrir

men launched attack on the law enforcers, prompting
them to fire at least five tear gas canisters and six rubber
bullets.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

Anti-pollution

drive stalled

Transfer of key DoE official
leaves polluters scot-free

TAWFIQUE ALI

The Department of Environment (DoE) executed more than 400
enforcement drives against influential industrial polluters in last two
years after failing to perform any such drives in 15 years before that since

the enactment of the environment act.
Records say punishment was handed down on 930 industry owners,

individuals and establishments on charges of various environmental

offencesinlast 28 months that saw realisation of Tk 69 crore in fine.
Around 70 percent of at least 50 leading business groups were

Mob beats
2 brothers
to death

Our CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

An angry mob beat two brothers who
died a few hours later in Naogaon early

yesterday.
The dead are Saidur Rahman, 45, and

Mainul Haque, 42, from Bizli village of

Niamatpur upazila.
Sohel Rana, president of Begunbari

Samabay Samity, a cooperative society,
and its cashier Jahangir Alam misappro-
priated Tk 4 lakh of society members,

Hundreds of homeless
people and train passen-
gers take refuge from the
chilling cold at the
Kamalapur Rail Station in
the capital. With the cold
spell not promising to
end any soon, the poor
are severely suffering
this winter. More photos
on Page 12.
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Bitg cold grips country

Fog disrupts communications

STAR REPORT

Dense tog coupled with bitter cold
has disrupted movement of all
modes of transport across the coun-
try in the last two days, causing

immense sutterings to passengers.
Ferry services remained stalled for

hours and launches anchored mid-
river, and bus and train trips were
delayed.

A cold spell has been sweeping the
countrysince December 24.

The weather is likely to stay the
same for two to three more days in
Rajshahi, Rangpur, Satkhira, Kushtia,
Rangamati, Chittagong, Comilla,
Barisal and Faridpur, according to
the Met office.

The density of fog may decrease

from midnight today to next morning.
Yesterday's lowest temperature

was recorded eight degrees Celsius in
Tangail and highest 25 degrees
Celsius in Cox's Bazar. Dhaka's tem-
perature was 10.5 degrees Celsius.

Ferry services on Mawa-
Kawrakandi and Paturia-Daulatdia
routes resumed early yesterday after
a six-hour break due to dense fog on
the Padma.

The number of launch trips
SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

SEE PAGE 19 COL B

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4
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Police charging truncheon on activists of Hizb ut-Tahrir in front of Jatiya Press Club yesterday. The clash erupted
when the banned outfit had brought out a procession and law enforcers intercepted it.

BNP, allies

sit to decide
on fresh
agitation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The BNP standing com-
mittee last night decided
to declare tresh agitation
programmes including
mass demonstration and
human chain to pile up
pressure on the govern-
ment for restoration of the
caretaker government

system.
The decision will be

finalised today at a meet-
ing of 18-party alliance
leaders, with BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia
in the chair, said BNP
leaders after the standing

committee meeting at
SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

Mamata plans
65 all-women
police stations

AFP, Kolkata

The woman chietf minister of India's West Bengal state on
Friday unveiled plans for 65 all-female police stations, as
authorities tried to assuage growing anger over a gang-

rape in New Delhi.
"Sixty-five all-women police stations will be set up

across West Bengal to deal with crimes against women,"
Mamata Banerjee, the firebrand leader of the Trinamool

party, told arally in the north of the state.
"Ten of these stations are already functioning,” she

added.
Mamata, who was until recently a coalition ally of the

main ruling Congress party, also announced that 158
new courts were being set up in the state to fast-track

casesinvolving crimes against women.
Her comments came after the federal government
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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ONLINE POLL

Do you agree with the Transparency
International Bangladesh's (TIB)
report that corruption in service

sector has reduced by 30 percent but

bribery rate has more than doubled
compared to its last survey?

® Yo mmm— (48%)
W No T (43%)
™ No Comments B (9%)

TOTAL VOTES: 263

TODAY'SPOLL

Do you think the two main political
parties should engage in constructive
dialogues to reach an agreement for

holding free and credible election?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
k www.thedailystar.net

YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT
facebook.com/dailystarnews

*

December 30

PRAYER TIMING
Azan Jamaat

Zohr 1245 115
Asr 4-00 4-15
Maghrih 527 5-30

Esha 7-00 7-30
Source:
Islamix Foundation
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