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Unauthorised electric three-wheelers powered by rechargeabie batleries operate in Ghittagong city with the authorities concemed hardly taking
any action to stop those. A huge amount of electricity is used to charge their batieries. Most of this electricity comes from ilegal connections.

The photo was taken in Katgor area recenthy.

FHOTO: FRABIR DAS

EnDING POLITICAL DEADLOCK OVER POLLS

Akbar Ali Khan places
four proposals

STAFF LOHRESFORDENT

Former adviser tooa caretaker poverumeni
D Akbar All Khan vesterday placed fous
proposals, including formaton of an
fnterlm government oomprising AL and
BMP lawmakers, to end the political dead-
bock over holding free and fakr polls.

Aamd League (ALY will sebect Ave from
BINF's exksting 3 lawnrakers while BME will
sedect five, including the primse minister,
from AL's 274, "And the nes cabdnet will
conduct the next parliamenary polls,”
sald Khan.

He was addressing a seminar “Peacedul
transitlon of power: Optlons for
Bangladesh”, organised by Centre for
Sustalnable Development, a pro-BHNP
non-government organbsation, in the
capltal's Cirdap Auditorium.

Akbar's proposals come agalnst the
backdrop of concerns ralsed by differen
quearterd thata chaotie sineation may arsein
e couniry If the pwo archrival political
partbes fall 1o reach consensus over the
brurndng issae.

The BMP-led 18-party alliance has been
waging movement o press home s
demand for restoration of the caretakes
govermiment system and hold the nex
gerseral palls woder it for free and Galr polis.

The Al-bed ruling alltance abolished the

carerakeg POVETIIMEND Systerm on june 5,
allowing general elections under elecied
partisan governments. BRNE tenmed the
act a8 “throwing the country o .a palis-
cal comfrontation”,

Acddressing the seminar, Maj Gen (retd]
Fazle Elahi Akisor, defence and strategic
affairs adviser to BNP Chalrperson Khaleda
Zia, said military intervention was inevi-
tabibe if the present unrest situation was
rvint resolved ln an amicalle way

“Thls throe they (the anmy] might scay o
flsee to best yesars,” e said.

Akbar, ln anocther proposal, sadd the poes-
kdent could seek advice from the Supreme
oo, i lie wiiths thee comsrimithosn, o hobd-
ing the next padiamentary polls under a
caretaker povernment, ke the ome ln 1996

The third proposal states that the BMP
and AL each will name 10 neutral persons
and the padiansent will elect Ave each from
the two paneals. These 10 persons will elect
the chief adviser. If they fall, the chief
adviser will be selected through lomen:

[he fourth proposal states that the BNP
will place Its plan on holding the nex
matomal electon and then a referendum
will be hebd on this proposal.

Akbar sabd the main oo archrivals --
BMP and AL -- could bring any changes 1o
the four proposals onee they agree 10 any
onee of them.

Muria Haor at risk
for over-tishing

LINE, Blanitvizaer

The existence of Muria Haor in Bivanibazar of Sylhet is
now under theeat for lack of a fish sanctuary along the
vast water body, once bountful with flsh resources.

Lnabated fishing through use of cumrent nets and
minsquito nets not only disourbs fish breeding bt also
destroved sanctuary of many speckes of flshes Inthe haor,

Onee the home toat lease 15 specles of Azh, several
species including Bani, Bagha Alr, Hayek, Madhu,
Pabda, Chital, Boro Baln, Richa, Haal, Kod and Mapur are
nowy rarely found in the eighn sguare mile haor.

Besides, sand carrled by hill and flosd water has
filled somee 19 marsbes of the area.

With the degradatian of the haor, lvellbood of the
peaple of 17 villages surrounding it s now atelak.

A number of projects were taken up for developing
the haoe, but pone of those had heen implemented n
the Last 41 years.

Muria Unlon Parishad Chaleman Abul Khaver said if
the bMurla Haor projects are not lmplemented soom,
the haor's geographlbcal features and ecology of the area
will be under threat in the next one decade.

[nhabitants of the haor area sald the haor once
resounded with chirping and fluttering of migratory
birds Including Ralihans and Golgolihans only 15-240
VETS AL

Bust. varlous spescies of birds including heron, Kora,
korl-Kata, Shamukbhangrl, ke and Pankourl have
been disappearing day by day, they said.

Mo Initiative was taken to save the plats of the haor,
they added.

Lpazila Fisheries Offtcer Kabir shmed sald Tk 50
crore is needed for the uplift of Murla baor.

A girl and her
younger sibling
iry to keep
warm within a
towiel too smmall
la cover the two
of them in the
shivering cald
in DG Hill area

of Chittagong
city yestarday.
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Unauthorised battery-run
vehicles flood Ctg city

MliaHag UDDes. Cog

Hundreds of unawthorised commercially
run elecirle three-wheelers have fooded
Chittagong clry, consumbing a substantial
amount of electelcity dakly from the

natlonal grid.
Malnly mwo rvpes af electric vehicles,

mntor-elckshaws and easy-bikes, ply the
cliy peads. The motor-rickshaws are siml-
lar wr ordinary paddle rlekshaws but with
a battery-run motor set under the body
amd are powered by four rechargeable
batterles. On the other hand, the easy-
hikes look somewhat like CNG-run auto-
rickshaws but are powered by five
rechargeable batterles,

Power Developiment Board (PLB)
sorees said each of the auro-hikes, which
have 1o be charged elght howrs dally, con-
sumes 7-8 wnits of electrlclty when a
motor-rickshaw consumes around 2-3
unies every day Together the vehicles use
muore than 4,000 unbts of electricity a day,
wiltich eost no less than Tk 30060 o1
meanilily Tk 4 lakh,

Sarmaresh Eumar Biswas, depury divec-
tor of Bangladesh Road Transport
Authorlry (BHTA). Chimagong, sabd all
motor vehicles need sl types of docu-
ments o be on roads but the motor-
rickshaws and easy-blkes had none.
“These vehicles are iegal and we are
asking people mot 1o use them,” e wold
The Dakly Star.

Leaders of the easy-hike owmners’ asao-
ciation and showrooms of moror-
riekshaws revealed that arsund 500 easy-
hikes and 300 motor-rlckshaws are regu-
larly plying in the cliy Only in the Katgor
circle, more than 300 easy-hikes ply five
different rowtes, they said.

“The assactation takes Tk S0 frann an
anvaier Inftkally to be lsted for the rource,
Thereafier, there are a monthly charge of
Tk 250 and a dally charge of Tk 10 10 bear
vartous costs 1o keep the vehicles on the
rodd, including managing the law enfore-
ers,” said Ellas bia, a driver of Katgorarea,

Many other drivers shared the same
information. So did Kamal Uddin, leader
of Easy-blke Owners Assoctation, wihen
this correspondent talked to hbm pretend-
i to be a new auto- bike awmner.

The motor-rickshaws, however, do not
have any owners’ associaton. They have o
pay police through the showrooms from
wilichy they by thevehbeles, sald BMd Mo,
owmer of Dhaka Auto Rickshaw, sinsated in
Patenga sea beach area A mavior-rickshaw
armier hias 1oy Tk W00 per isonth o keep

the policecontent, he added.

Althowgh the cwners and drlvers have
o peay differentguarters i enawre that the
vehleles stay on the road, they eam a
prelty HIII.'II:E amaount as !!'.L"g.' EEL & I:uup,o
nuimther of peassengers |!|1.:|.i|:'|.|'_|.' because of
chieap fare. Fora telp oo the sea beach from
Karpor, a rickshaw charges Tk 30 wihile an
easy-hike rakes only Tk 10.

Bur each of these shaky vehicles carrles
nine passengers when they are made o
seat only fve, ncleding the driver, said
COMmmuLers.

Saiful slam, a resident of Chawkbazar
and regular user of the blkes. sald,
“Though these vehicles charge less, they
are not comfortable to dde, You have to
cram Into an easy bike, as [t does nor po
wiithoun pleking up nime people”

Only a few of the vehicle owners
recharge thelr vehkcles ar home. The
recharging 15 mostly done [n several
garages thar have been set up with the
required faciliies n the neighbourhoods
wihere the vehlcles run.

Locals complained that these recharg-
ing statlons use electricilty connections
illegally.

Jafar Alam, a restdent of Controler Moy
area, sald moat of the recharging takes
place at night, Uegally using electriciny
feoin differesnt electric posts. *Becavse of
ihis illegal power consumpiion, we have
tesuffer from load-shedding.”

BHTA offickal Samaresh Kumar Blswas

sald BITA faces oo terrible a manpower
crisis po conduct drives. He also said s
the responsibllity of police w check
whether the velicles have required doca-
mennts "If the law enforcers carry out thels
dutdes properly, no vehlele can run with-
ot requibred docurments,” he said.

PFDB Chief Engineer Md Ralauddin
Sarker admilted that PDB Incurs losses for
the Ulegal consumption of electicirny by
these vehicles. “We would soon conduc
drives to ldentify the garages and vehdeles
theat wse llegal eonnections, and would
take legal actions accondingly,” he sald,

Folice denbed taking bribes from the
illegal wehicle owiers bur admiced tha
somme vehicles are plving in the cliy. "1 do
ol ki .'u!l!.'ll'li.l'l;.‘; alsoiwit rH:IhL'vE Il v
muent in cakdng money from the owmers of
thvee wehicles,” said Tanvir Arvafat, assis-
tant deputy comimbssioner of Chittagong
Setropolitan Police {mrafflc). “We do nost
allwr these legal wehicles on the city
roads. On an average, we selze 8- 10 easy-
bikes and as many motor-rickshaws
every day'

Obituary

METED LMESE

Porija Karlinm Talukder. 4
IO mer governneant
employes, died of braln
haermoerhage ar Sylhet
MAG Osmani Medical

Students of Comilla
vocational instt win
award for enterprise

STAFF LORRESPOMNDENT

Caollege Hospdtal vestenday:
Shve was B,

She left behind four
sons and twoe daughers.
Her namaz-ie-janaza will

Ateam of students of Bangladesh Survey lnstliiee, a voca-
tonal educackon cenire In Comilla, won “Enterprise
Challenge Award 201 2" vestenday

The British Council in haka handed over the award art

bie hald st Mohammad pa
Ebdgah In Sumarmgan| s
after Zohir pravers today.

Death anniversary

MEeTRD DESK

Foeday s the
second death
AMNIersary
of Prof Bazlul
Muobin
Chowedhiury,
former vice chancellor of
Independent Unbversicy,
Hal:'l.!!j:u:ll.':-J] {ILIH].

He polned the TUB as a
vice-rector and ook his
responsibllity as the Vi in
1997 and continwed il his
death, says a press release,

Prioe to that he served
Rajshaht University as the
chalrman of the
Depariment of Sociology
from 1976 to 1977, From
19590 to 19492, He was a
|]|:'-:.lf1::-ml!u of hl.'ll.‘:llir]l.l'n"!.';u!ud
registrar a1 Shahjakal
Linmlversity of Sclence and
Technslogy In Sylhet.
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Huposhi Bangla Hovel in the caplal. At the ceremonmy, 100
srudents from 20 technbeal and vocatlonal ixaining lnst-
tutes presented thelr ideas abowr a low-eost, eco-friendly
waste management system in Bangladesh.

The winning ream was awarded Tk © lakh o imple-
ment its bdeas, while the ruaner-up team from Tangail
Polytechnic Instimire recedved T 75,000,

The programme was [ointly organised by the Hridsh
Council, Bangladesh Technleal Edwecatlon Board, and
[Mrectorate of Technbeal Education.

The stucdemnts will have the chance o work under the
supservisbon of the Britlsh Council for a year, sald b
Ashigur Rahman, project manager of Skills For
Ernplersabidlity, Bricsh Councel, Theywill also be provided with
opporundtes tobecome successful entrepresenrs, headded.

Prof Abul Kashem, chalrman of Bangladesh Technical
Education Board, said the chances that the winners will
hecome successful entrepreneurs are high because they
have techindcal skills to bring their dreams 1o realicy.

EEEH

branch

MTE Chittagong Medical College Branch
Mow open

@

Epéc Divine, 19 Panchlaish, Chittagong

ET:I s 5rt s wEds
| Mutual Truest Bank Lid.

Fou S il o Y

B 16219 or +B5 005040 16219

For nominations®

1 On TO Our

dhl.caom



