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Artist: Biren Shome

He simultaneously taught at Chhayanaut and Nazrul
Academy and was closely associated with Nazrul Institute
during the last days of his life. We would find the original

essays, plays, travelogue and more.
His relevant subjects and unique
approach have fetched him admira-

organisations also held discussions,
recitation and cultural programmes.
Hag was born in Kurigram in

through his poetry and novels. His

issues.

The poet has been honoured with

the Adamjee Literary Award,

Mazharul Islam Poetry Award,
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Venue: Bengal Gallery,
Dhanmondi

{ Theatre

Play: Pakhi

Troupe: Byatikrom Natya
Gosthi

Venue: Experimental Theatre
Hall, Shilpakala Academy

Musical Soiree

Artiste: Lily lslam

Venue: Indira Gandhi Cultural
Centre, H-35, R-24, Gulshan-1

Date: December 28
Time: 6:30pm |2

Solo Art Exhibition
Artist: Kazi Anirban
Venue: Dhaka Art Centre, H-60,
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ORRAB HOSSAIN

Nazrul Sangeet artiste, quru extraordinaire

STAR ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DESK

Calling Sohrab Hossain one of the pioneering
Nazrul Sangeet singers of our country would not be
an overstatement. After the Partition (1947), except
for Abbasuddin, Feroza Begum, Laila Arjumand
Banu, Bedaruddin Ahmed and Sohrab Hossain,
there were hardly any accomplished Nazrul Sangeet
artistes here. Hossain had been an integral part of
the revival of popularity of Nazrul's songs and main-
taining the correct notations of the songs after they
went through major distortion during the 1940s

his rendition of Nazrul's songs.

Before the Partition, he used to go to Kolkata
often. Artistes K Mallick, Bedaruddin Ahmed,
Bazlul Karim and Hossain would meet there. In a
previously published interview with The Daily Star,
Hossain recalled those days: “I had the opportunity
to hear the legendary divas -- Angurbala and
Indubala -- rendering Nazrul's songs. I'd also been
to the staging of the popular play 'Nawab
Sirajuddaula’. Most of the songs featured in that
play were written and composed by Nazrul. T used
to like different genres of songs but as [ heard
Nazrul Sangeet more, I felt a strong affinity towards

Shaheen Samad, Shabnam Mushtari, Yasmin Mushtari, MA
Mannan, Parveen Mushtari, Rawshan Ara Masud, Rawshan
Ara Mustafiz, [smat Ara, Dalia Nawsheen, Sabiha Mahbub
and his daughters -- Rahat Ara Geeti and Soma.

Khairul Anam Shakil

[t is hard to accept the demise of such a great figure in
Nazrul Sangeet. Despite the fact that he lived a long life, the
void that is left behind by his exit cannot be fulfilled.

For decades, Sohrab Hossain contributed greatly to the
cause of Bangla music, and older generations will agree
that it was him who disseminated Nazrul Sangeet among
households through his marvellous presentation. I feel
fortunate and blessed to have had his guidance as a teacher
and mentor, and even when we grew as artistes, he would
give us invaluable advice on singing. More than that, he
was always keen to share his vast experience that has
helped us greatly in many aspects. I strongly believe that
Sohrab Hossain will be remembered by senior and aspiring
artistes of Nazrul Sangeet.

Khilkhil Kazi

It's a sad day for us. Nazrul Sangeet has lost a guardian. I
visited him often. He used to tell me stories about my
father and dadu (Kazi Nazrul Islam). Just a couple of weeks

national acclaim as well.
On December 27, this multifac-

poems are unpretentious and reach
out to a wider readership. His style

THEATRE

TEMPEST

on Cox's Bazar
beach,

Nasiruddin Gold Medal, National
Poetry Award and more.
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at Bengal Gallery

inaugurate the exhibition as chief
guest. Yussuf Abdullah Harun,

Haowa Badal
GP Lounch
45 Megh Barata
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Eack to Back music

RADIO TODAY FM 89.6

Good Morning Dhaka
Flash Back

lslamic Program
Rupali Gaan

Taday's World Music

Blade: Trinity
OnHBO12:10am
Genre: Action,
- Adventure, Fantasy
Cast: Wesley Snipes,
JessicaBiel
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Syed Shamsul Haq

® Apart from his poet-author
identity, Syed Shamsul Haq is also
a prominent playwright of the
country.

® He wrote lyrical drama “Payer
Awaj Pawa Jae" in 1976 and
“Nuruldiner Sharajibon” in 1982.
Both are considered to be
groundbreaking plays in our
theatre scenario.

® Haqg married Anwara Syed Haq.
She is a member of the Royal
College of Psychiatrists in London.
They have one daughter Bidita
Sadiq and one son Ditio Syed Haq.

® His father Syed Siddique Husain
was a homeopathic physician. His
mother was Halima Khatun.

® Traditionally they belonged to a Pir
(spiritual leader) family. But Haq's
father broke the family tradition
and studied in the main stream
course of English education and
then took up Medicine.

separate the singer from his song. According to
Hossain, that song made an immense impact on
him.

Sohrab Hossain was an artiste at peace with
himself. No wonder, considering his commitment
to music and his acclaim as a household name for

jabo” and “Shobar kotha koiley”.

The artiste and guru earned accolades and med-
als for his single-minded dedication to preserving
and performing Nazrul's songs. He was honoured
with the Swadhinata Puroshkar by the Bangladesh
government in 1980.

Star Cineplex promises more to come

Faumim FERDOUS

More than three weeks after the
launch of a film at Star Cineplex
in Bashundhara City Mall,
Dhaka, one should not be too
worried about availability of
tickets for a Sunday 1:35 pm
show. But it seems that Dhaka
cannot get enough of 007.

After the film began, it started
to make more sense. More than

feat the previous Bonds proba-
bly never attempted. As Maria --
one of the ardent followers of
Bond at the cinema -- said,
Daniel Craig played the most
“human” James Bond so far, in
“Skyfall”. Dame Judi Dench, who
has been part of the last 6 Bond
movies, also has a powerful role
in this instalment. The pace also
follows the classic format of any
good espionage movie; that of
bursting into heart-pumping
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the fact that it was the first Bond  action with IHUCII-EE[gEI'-{hHH J ﬁ
movie on the big screen for the  life sequences, in the middle of '
film buffs of Dhaka, the fact that  calm, and mostly silent, slow

this is arguably the best Bond progress. The casting of the ‘

film ever accounted for the rush.
A number of reasons set this
film apart: Daniel Craig's
moulding of the super spy char-
acter in the film, coming out of
Sean Connery's shadows -- a
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Excited fans line up at Cineplex entrance to watch Bond in action.

megalomaniac villain, Javier
Bardem in the role of Silva, also 4
adds to the strengths of the film, ! '
as he carries the sinister role
with great authority. The set-
tings also have to do a lot with

the film's output, specially the
latter part that takes place in the
Scottish estate that was Bond's
childhood home. Flavours of the
old Bond movies are strong in
this part, including the improvi-
sational booby traps and lim-
ited-resource fight-off
sequences.

Meherdad Ahmed, a
recently-graduated doctor, said
he is not a die hard fan, but the
biggest reason he came to the
hall was because it was out here
on the large screen, before a
good print of it was available
for download.

Star Cineplex, meanwhile,
is promising to bring oven-

FHOTO: ATL AAKASH

us any more, but he will live on in our hearts, and we will all
take forward his dreams of upholding Nazrul. All of us, who
were his students, have learned something from him, and
our promise today should be to pass it on. We will not let
his memories fade away, and as long as Nazrul Sangeet will
remain, Sohrab Hossain will be alive,

| 0077

fresh films to Dhaka; they
have already launched “The
Avengers” and “The Amazing
Spiderman” in 3D, not too
long after their international
releases. According to its
website, Cineplex will bring
recent releases of various
franchises, including “Para-
normal Activity 4" and “The
Bourne Legacy”, along with
other latest blockbusters like
“The Life of Pi" and “Prome-
theus”.

Right after the launch of the
3D films, Cineplex has also
opened a new movie hall with
the premiere of “Skyfall” -- fea-
turing digital projection,

SKYFALL keeps movie-lovers on the edge of their seats

enhanced surround audio out-
put, the first ever silver screen in
the country, and a stadium-style
seating arrangement with dou-
ble the capacity of the older
halls, that can host 500 people at
a single screening.

Cineplex sources also
informed that they have plans to
arrange premieres of latest films
alongside their international, or
at least Asia releases. All the
promises by the country's only
multiplex to crank it up a notch
for the movie buffs can mean
only good news for the people of
Dhaka who crave the larger-
than life stories on larger-than-
their-TV screens.

A scene from “Tempest”.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Theatre will stage its adaptation of Shake-
speare's “The Tempest” at Cox's Bazar, on the
beach, this afternoon. The troupe will stage the
Selim Al Deen play “Dhaboman” in Ramu on
December 29. Moreover, Dhaka Theatre will stage
the monodrama “Binodini” at the Cox's Bazar Dis-
trict Auditorium on December 30 as part of a
month-long programme by Shammilita Sangskritik
Jote.

Nasiruddin Yousuff, chief of Dhaka Theatre and
director of “Tempest” and “Binodini”, said that the

“Tempest” show will be a unique event, as the actors

will perform on a (70 ftx40 ft) stage built like a
shampan (a traditional boat) and the audience will
be seated on the beach. Channel i will telecast the
show live, starting from 3 pm today.

Yousuff's direction finds a language that comple-

ments the troupe's signature style. Rubayet Ahmed
translated the play into Bangla.

Two Manipuri artistes Nil Moni Singha and
Bidhan Chandra Singha, along with regular mem-
bers of the troupe, will perform in the play in tradi-
tional Manipuri Natpala style. Guest actor Rubol
Noor Lodi will perform as Prospero.

On the other hand, “Dhaboman” will be staged to

empathise with the Buddhist community in Ramu
who saw miscreants burning and looting their
houses and temples on September 29 this year.
Yousuff sees it as a “cultural discourse to under-
stand the Buddhist community's wounds.”

“Dhaboman” highlights an indigenous commu-
nity's beliefs and myths as well as harmony among
people of different faiths. The play has been
directed by Shimul Yousulf.

Set in a village by the Someshwari river in the
greater Mymensingh area, the play features a but-
falo named Sohrab as its protagonist. In the Mandi

tradition, buffaloes are honoured as a manifestation

of the divine.

“Binodini” is a biographical play based on the life

of legendary Bengali theatre actress Binodini Dasi.
Saymon Zakaria, under the guidance of Selim Al
Deen, did the dramatisation.

FHOTO COURTESY: SIMON KANE

scene. He was a freedom fighter as
well. Throughout his illustrious
career, the artist has worked on
varied themes, portraying them in
his personal style and technique.
His themes have always been
closely connected to the soil of
Bengal and its people. At the
upcoming exhibition, his works
delve deep into pure abstraction.
The themes emerge in his works
symbolically and at times accord-
ing to his paintings' characters.
The painter feels that nature come
into view in his works through his
personal observations and experi-
ences.

Shome works with acrylic, oil
and collograph, and uses many
mediums and techniques for
bringing dimension to his works.
Red, azure and emerald green are
predominant in his works. Coarse
lines and soft texture carry a dis-
tinct mark in his paintings. His
compositions are neatly organised,
demonstrating soothing tones and
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BTV

News (Bangia) at 12pm,
2pm, Spm, 8pm.

Mews (English) at 10am,
dpm, 10pm.

ATN BANGLA

Mews (Bangla) at 11am.
12pm, 2pm, 7pm, 10pm.
Mews (English) at 9am,
Bpm.

CHANNEL i

Mews (Bangla) at Zpm,
9pm, 10:30pm.

ntv

News (Bangla) at Z2pm,
7:30pm, 10:30pm.

ETV

Mews (Bangla) at 1pm,
3pm, 5pm, 7pm, 9pm,
11pm.

Boishakhi TV

News (Bangla) at 10am,
2pm, 7pm.

News (English) at 9am,
Gpm.

BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 10am,
2pm, 7:30pm, 10:30pm.
News (English) at 1pm,
3pm, 6pm, 9pm.

Riv

News (Bangla) at
1:45pm, 6:45pm, 10:45pm.
Desh TV

News (Bangla) at 2pm,
7pm, 9pm, 11pm.
Maasranga Television
News (Bangla) at 7pm,
1am.

TALK SHOW

ATN Bangla

12:30am  Lead News
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12:00am  Ajker Shongbadpatro
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12:30pm  Hridoye Jummabar
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11:30pm  Moha Shatto Al-

Quran
ntv
12:30am  Hello America
Desh TV
07:45pm  Mukh O Mukhorata
Rty
10:40am  Tarokalap
Gty
12:00am  Shongbad
Shonglap




