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Liege threaten
to join Ligue 1

AFP, Brussels

Standard Liege will break-
away from the Belgian
league and join France's
Ligue 1 if a new Belgian-
Dutch league is not cre-
ated, club owner Roland
Duchatelet warned on

Wednesday.
"Without the establish-

ment of a 'Beneliga’
Belgian football will die a
beautiful death. If this
project does not see the
light of day Standard will
ask to join France's Ligue
1," Duchatelet told
Sudpresse newspapers.

"It's officially feasible, it
the French agree to it,” the
businessman added.

The Standard Liege

owner's priority however is
a brand new championship
"comprising eight Belgian
clubs and 12 Dutch sides”
to compete with the major
European leagues' televi-

sion rights, he said.
"To deny this Beneliga

would be the wrong move
- Anderlecht, Bruges, Ajax
and PSV Eindhoven sup-
port it,” Duchatelet
added.

The notion has been
raised before by various
clubs over the past few
years but no formal dis-
cussions about the project
have as yet taken place.

What to

STAR Cricket
Australia v Sri Lanka
Second Test, Day 2
Live from 5:30am

ESPN

Sportscentre India
Sports News
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Manchester United's Mexican forward Javier Hernandez (L) pokes in the winning goal past Newcastle United's
Dutch goalkeeper Tim Krul during their Premier League thriller at Old Trafford on Wednesday. The 4-3 win took

Manchester United 7 points clear at the top as local rivals Manchester City lost 1-0 at Sunderland.

PHOTO: AFP

Thriller sends MU 7 clear

AFP, London

A 90th-minute goal by
Javier Hernandez
gave Manchester

imtieeed®’) United a thrilling 4-3

victory at home to
Newcastle United on Wednesday
that put Alex Ferguson's men seven

points clear in the Premier League.
The leaders had to come from

behind three times to win, and sec-
ond-place Manchester City's 1-0 loss
at Sunderland meant that the tradi-
tional Boxing Day fixtures lett United

with plenty ofreasons to feel thankful.
United were without Wayne

Rooney and Ashley Young due to
injury and illness, and they fell
behind in the fourth minute when
James Perch tapped in after David de

Geasaved from Demba Ba.
Jonny Evans equalised in the 25th

minute, sliding in after Tim Krul
denied Javier Hernandez, but the
Northern Irishman undid his good
work four minutes later when he
inadvertently turned in Danny
Simpson's cross for an own goal.

The goal was given despite Papiss
Cisse lingering in an offside position

behind Evans, and United manager
Ferguson harangued referee Mike
Dean and his officials as the teams

returned for the second half.
Patrice Evra drew the hosts level

just before the hour, driving in from
the edge of the area to claim his fourth
goal of the campaign, only for Cisse to
restore Newcastle's advantage by

RESULTS

Everton 2 (Osman 52, Jagielka 77) Wigan 1 (Kone 82)
Fulham 1 (Berbatov 8) Southampton 1

(Lambert 85-pen)
Man Utd 4 (Evans 25, Evra 58, Van Persie 71,

Hernandez 90) Newcastle 3 (Perch 4,

Evans 28-o0q, Cisse 68)
Norwich 0 Chelsea 1 (Mata 38)
Reading 0 Swansea 0

slamming home from 12 yards.
Robin van Van Persie equalised in

the 71st minute and after Sammy
Ameobi had hit the post for
Newcastle, Hernandez ghosted into
the visitors' area to sweep home
Michael Carrick's pass and secure a

potentially crucial victory.
City's loss at Sunderland was only

their second defeat of the season and

the result was rendered doubly dam-

aging by events at Old Trafford.
The champions threatened first

when returning captain Vincent
Kompany hit the bar in the eighth
minute, but the home side claimed
the game's only goal eight minutes

into the second half.
Adam Johnson was the scorer,

embarrassing his former City team-
mate Joe Hart with a low shot from
wide on the right that squeezed

inside the near post.
(Chelsea were also beneficiaries of

City's slip-up, prevailing 1-0 at
Norwich City through a 20-yard Juan
Mata strike to close to within four
points of Roberto Mancini's men

with a game in hand.
With Arsenal not playing and

Tottenham Hotspur not in action
until they wvisit Aston Villa later,
Everton took advantage by beating
Wigan Athletic 2-1 to creep into the
top four.

Leon Osman broke the deadlock
with a deflected effort in the 52nd
minute before Phil Neville teed up
Phil Jagielka for Everton's second.
Arouna Kone claimed a consolation
forWigan.

'Bosingwa's QPR

future in balance’

ﬂ_FP London

, Portuguese international
defender Jose Bosingwa's
' future at English Premier
EAF- LLAE":
REEsm /) [eague strugglers QPR
== remainedinthebalanceon
Tuesday after the club's manager Harry
Redknapp refused to say whether he
would play for the side again.

Bosingwa has attracted both
Redknapp's and the fans ire since he
refused to sit on the substitute's bench for
the Premier League game with Fulham
earlier this month - it led to him being tined
two weeks wages (130,000 pounds) by the
manager and dropped from the squad for

lastweekend's game with Newcastle.
Redknapp, though, admitted onTuesday

the incidentwas still playing on his mind.
"It disturbed me when a player doesn't

want to sit on the bench when you are
bang in trouble,” said the 65-year-old

Englishman.
"We are all in trouble. The owner and

the fans see their team losing every week
and suddenly you get someone who does-

n'twanttositonthe bench.
"He (Bosingwa) said: 'l don't want to sit

on the bench.' He thinks he is too good to
sit on the bench. That is what disturbs me

in this game.
"l have seen one or two incidents that

have disturbed me."
Redknapp, who replaced Mark Hughes

at the helm in late November after the
Welshman was sacked, could not confirm
whether 30-year-old Bosingwa - who won
the Champions League last season with

Chelsea - would ever play for the club again.
"[ will have to look at it in the future.

Let'ssee howwe go.”
Redknapp - who will try and offload

several players who he criticised last week-
end for not pulling their weight given the
amount they are paid in the January trans-
fer window - said the side had to start
putting together a good run otherwise

theytaced relegation.
They face a tough game at home to West

Brom on Wednesday with 20 points sepa-
rating the two sides, QPR lying second from
bottom of the table with just one win in the

league all season and with just 10 points.
"We really have to show top-six form,"
said Redknapp.
“We will need as near to 40 points as
possible.”

Sterling pledges
England future

¢ ¥ Football

AFP, London

Bangladesh Premier League
Brothers Union v Sk Russel

Liverpool's teenage winger Raheem Sterling has pledged
his international future to England, thereby calming
fears he was considering a switch of allegiance to

Jamaica.

The 18-year-old holds dual-nationality as he was born in
Jamaica to Jamaican parents, but he has represented
England ateverylevel from under-16 upwards and made his

seniordebutin the4-2 friendlyloss to Sweden in November.
The fact that the game in Stockholm was non-

competitive means that Sterling could still opt to play for
Jamaica, but he told several British newspapers on
Wednesday that he was committed to playing for

England.

Time: 4:30pm
Venue: Bangabandhu National
Stadium
Bangladesh Cricket League
(Four-day match, Day-1)
Walton Central Zone v Prime
Bank South Zone
Time: 9:15am
Venue: Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium, Mirpur
Islami Bank South Zone v BCB
North Zone
Time: 9:15am
Venue: Shaheed Chandu
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