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Blast targets US base in
Afghanistan; 3 killed

AFP, Khost
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a suicide car bombing.

A suicide car bombing at a US military
base near a flashpoint city in eastern
Afghanistan killed at least three Afghans
and wounded seven others yesterday,

officials said.

The blast, powerful enough to rattle
windows four kilometres away, took place
at the entrance to Forward Operating Base

Chapmanin Khost.

It came two days after an Afghan
policewoman shotdead a US Nato adviser
inside Kabul police headquarters, the
latest "insider" attack by a member of
Afghanistan's security forces on their

foreign allies.

Khost province shares a porous border
with Pakistan's tribal belt, which lies out-
side government control and where US
officials say the Taliban and al-Qaeda have
carved out rear bases for operations in

Afghanistan.

Afghan interior ministry spokesman
Sediq Sediqqi said yestreday's attack was

Taliban.

province.

Camp Chapman lies on the edge of
Khost city, which has been hit by at least
three major suicide attacks this year.

"Three Afghan nationals are killed and
seven Afghan nationals are wounded. We
have no report of coalition casualties right
now," said Major Martin O'Donnell, a
spokesman for Nato's International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF).

The Taliban claimed responsibility for
the attack. They have waged a bloody
insurgency against foreign and Afghan
forces since being ousted from power in a
2001 invasion led by the United States.

Khost province borders Pakistan,
which is widely believed to be a key source
of fighters, funds and supplies for the

The Haggani network, a militant group
close to al-(Qaeda and blamed for some of
the most daring insurgent attacks in
Afghanistan, is particularly active in the
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PHOTO: AFP

Young Sri Lankan Buddhist monks look on from the beach at Peraliya village in southern Sri Lanka yesterday on
the eighth anniversary of the Asian tsunami. Some 31,000 people on the island died during the 2004 Asian tsu-
nami and one million were initially left homeless.

North India
cold snap
toll hits 25

BBC ONLINE

At least 25 people have
died in a cold snap
sweeping across northern
India, state-run broad-
caster All India Radio said
yesterday.

The majority of deaths
were in the state of Uttar
Pradesh. Rajasthan,
Punjab and Haryana are
among the other northern

states badly hit.
Most deaths were

among homeless and

elderly people.
Heavy fog has disrupted

flights and train services
out of the capital, Delhi,

and neighbouring states.
The capital Delhi is also

aftected by the cold spell,
with temperatures dip-
ping to 7C and fog dis-
rupting flight schedules.

India announces rape inquiry

Protests ease in New Delhi; police lift blockades

AGENCIES

India's government yesterday
ordered a special inquiry into the
gang-rape of a student which
sparked mass protests, as police
announced the arrest of 10 men over

another multiple sex assault.
While a wave of angry protests

over the December 16 assault on the
student in New Delhi subsided, news
of a Christmas Eve gang-rape in rural
Tamil Nadu again shone the spot-
light on the frightening levels of vio-
lence against women.

The victim of the attack in New Delhi
is still fighting tor her life while an officer
who was admitted to hospital while

policing the protests died Tuesday.
Finance Minister P Chidambaram,

who is also the government's top
spokesman, said a retired judge, Usha
Mehra, had agreed to head a commis-
sion of inquiry.

The inquiry would "identity the
lapsesifany on the part of the police, or
another authority or person that con-
tributed to the occurrence, and fix
responsibility tor the lapses or negli-

gence', hesaid afteracabinet meeting.
Chidambaram also said a separate

panel would examine existing legis-
lation and "suggest changes in the
laws in order to make punishment
for such horrific crimes stitfer”.
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A protester decries violent crimes
against women in India

The panel will submit its report in

30days, he added.
"Whatever we do now is intended

to demonstrate the government's
serious intent in the matter that we
will apprehend and punish the per-
petrators, we will try and find out
what went wrong... and fix responsi-
bility and amend the laws.”

The Delhi gang-rape victim
remains in a critical condition in
hospital after sutfering horrific inju-
ries during her assault on a bus,
which began when she and a male
companion were picked up after a
night out at the cinema.

Police and prosecutors say sixmen,
who were drunk and were joy-riding
in an oft-duty bus with tinted win-
dows, took turns in raping the student

before throwing her off the vehicle.
The wvictim suffered enormous

intestinal injuries after being
assaulted with an iron rod during the

40-minute attack.
All six alleged rapists have now

been arrested and remanded in cus-
tody.

Official figures show that 228,650 of
the total 256,329 violent crimes
recorded last year were against women,
with the number of rapes in the capital

rising 17 percent to 661 this year.
Meanwhile, authorities lifted the

lockout of New Delhi's key govern-
ment district as massive anti-rape
protests that hit the area over the

weekend eased yesterday.
Traffic movement appeared near

normal at Raisina Hills -- home to
the seat of Indian power -- as police
removed security barriers from

most roads.
But security restrictions

remained tight.
However, around 200 people took

part in a new demonstration yester-
day on a boulevard in central Delhi --
including women and school chil-
dren -- where they shouted anti-
government slogans.

Myanmar
probes deadly
plane crash

AFP, Heho

Myanmar yesterday hunted |
for clues about the cause of

an airplane crash-landing
that left two people dead,
as foreign tourists told of
their miraculous escape
from the burning jet.

The ageing Air Bagan
Fokker 100 jet came down
in thick fog Tuesday and
caught fire in a field short
of the runway at Heho
airport -- the gateway to
the popular tourist desti-
nation of Inle Lake,

according to officials.
One Burmese tour

guide on board was killed
along with a motorcyclist
on the ground. About 11
people received hospital
treatment including for-
eigners.

Passengers on board
said there was no warning
that anything was wrong

as the plane descended.
The carrier said the

injured included two
Americans who were
flown to Bangkok for
treatment. Two Britons,
one Korean man and the
two pilots were also hurt.

.

‘Myanmar needs
transformation’

. AGENCIES

Myanmar's president vyesterday |
. called for a shake-up in the running
- of his fast-changing country, which
" he said was still mired in corruption
" and inefficiency and lagging behind

* itsinternational peers.
Conceding his nation remains

. "weak" by international standards of

Thein Sein

. governance, President Thein Sein said graft must be eradi-
. cated and administrative siructures changed, for democ-

" racy and "the developmentofthe country” to flourish.
Since taking power in March 2011, the government has

- introduced a welter of reforms, including allowing elec-
- tions, freeing many political prisoners and encouraging
- foreign investment to boost the impoverished nation's

. economy.
. In his televised speech in Naypyidaw, former general

" Thein Sein also urged civil servants from ward and village
" level upwards to change their mindset "to become public
* servants” and called for corruption to be stamped out.
"Both bribers and corrupters are responsible in pre-
. venting corruption. I would like to urge the people to
. participate in maintaining national morality,” he

. added.
After decades of corrupt and brutal rule by the military

' junta, Thein Sein’s government has begun to reach out to
+ the public -- recently launching a high-level probe into a
- violent police crackdown on monks protesting against a

- copper mine and overseeing a blitz on gratt.
Myanmar's reforms have been cautiously welcome by

. pro-democracy campaigners, including opposition
. leader Aung San Suu Kyi, and feted by the international
- community.

Thousands
flee Malaysia
floods

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Floods triggered by tor-
rential monsoon rains in
Malaysia forced almost
14,000 people to flee their
homes and seek shelter at
relief centres, the official
Bernama news agency
said yesterday.

Heavy rain coinciding
with high tide flooded
hundreds of homes in
three northeastern states -
- Terengganu, Pahang and
Kelantan -- with some
13,746 people moved to
evacuation centres, it said
amid forecasts of more
downpours.

Bernama said the tlood
situation was deteriorat-
ing as the number of evac-
uees continued to rise and
some major roads in
Pahang were closed as

rivers burst their banks.
Muhammad Helmi

Abdullah, the meteoro-

logical department's
weather forecast director,
warned that there could
be more rain in
Terengganu, Pahang and
southern Johor state in
the next few days.

PHOTO: AFP

Nepal President Ram Baran Yadav, right, shakes hands with Sonia Gandhi, chairperson of India's ruling coalition
UPA, during a meeting in New Delhi yesterday. Yadav is in India for a six-day official visit.

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Vacancy Announcement

Issued on: 27 December 2012

Deadline for Application: 10 January 2013

The FAO Representation in Bangladesh is inviting applications from qualified candidates to the
following vacant positions for its project “Establishing Breeding and Post Harvest Laboratory of
Mushroom in National Mushroom Development and Extension Centre (TCP/BGD/3404)" to be filled as

soon as possible:

1. National consultant of Post Harvest Processing and Quality control
2. National Consultant of Conventional and Mutation Breeding Program

(Un Salary scale and benefits for similar positions apply)

Interested qualified candidates will find the post descriptions, the link to the Personal History Form

(PH-Form) and the

information

on how to

apply

the following web link:

http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/lbangladesh and www.bdjobs.com. All applicants must submit their
PHF to: FAOBD-Vacancies@fao.org only by close of business on 10 January 2013.

Modi begins
fourth stint
as CM

P11, Ahmedabad

Narendra Modi, who pow-
ered BJP to an emphatic
victory in Gujarat, was
sworn in yesterday as
Chief Minister for the
fourth time as the head of
a 17-member ministry, in
a ceremony boycotted by
Opposition Congress and
NDA ally JD(U).

Modi was administered
the oath of office and
secrecy by Governor
Kamla Beniwal at a public
ceremony marked by the
presence of a galaxy of top
BJP leaders and allies as
also conspicuous absence
of any representative of
key alliance partner JD(U)
and Opposition Congress.

Modi, who became

Chief Minister for the first
time in 2001 and again in
2002 and 2007, was sworn
in along with seven minis-
ters of cabinet rank and

nine ministers of state.
“Took oath as Guj's CM

for the 4th time! A memo-
rable day. I assure we will

live upto the faith people

have reposed in us,” Modi
tweeted after the cere-

mony.
In a show of unity amid

lack of clarity over who
would be BJP's prime
ministerial candidate in
the 2014 general elections,
the party's top leadership
including LK Advani,
Sushma Swaraj, Arun
Jaitley were present.
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