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12 dynasties took over 2000 years to build the 8851-km long
| Great Wall of China. We wonder at the brilliance of construction
' that has made the Great Wall of China simply timeless.
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ABDULLAH MAMUN

payment

Solicitor says he got Tk 5 lakh
from BTCL, but company
says it never paid him

The BTCL says it did not pay a single panny to advocate
Anisul Haque, but the lawyer says he received Tk 5 lakh in
cash as the company's payment for dealing with its case

in the Supreme Court.

The state-run Bangladesh Telecommunication
Company Ltd (BTCL) officials learnt about this mysteri-
ous payment when the lawyer sent the company a letter
saying that he had received only Tk 5 lakh out ot his Tk 11

lakh fees as the company's counsel.
In the letter, the lawyer asked for the dues.
BTCL Director (public relations) Mir Mohammad

SEE PAGE 6 COL 3
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A trader washes vegetables in dirty water of a canal at the capital's Manda before taking those to market. The photo was shot recently.

SKYPE CONTROVERSY
Govt wants

'to remove
confusion'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has
decided to counter allega-
tions made by the BNP-
Jamaat opposition in
connection with the ongo-
ing war crimes trial after

the resignation of Justice

Md Nizamul Hugq.
SEE PAGE 6 COL 2

Friends indeed

Govt thanks two humanitarian aid workers

opened their borders and heartily
extended hospitality to whom they
called their guests. Aid agencies
from around the world also started

MORSHED ALI KHAN

As soon as the civil war raged in Libya
last year to oust strongman Gaddatfi,
thousands of migrant workers includ-
ing Bangladeshis started fleeing the
North African nation. One of the larg-
est concentrations of refugees was at
Choucha on the border of Libya and
Tunisia. The suddenness of the exo-
dus from Libya puzzled the world
communities. The Tunisians

to arrive there.

Narges Ben Melouka and Jaziri
Lotfi, the two humanitarian aid work-
ers from the Islamic Reliet, came to
Dhaka on Tuesday on the occasion of
the International Migrants Day to
receive awards from the Bangladesh

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

Jhantu set to win
Rangpur polls

KONGKON KARMAKER and MEHEDY
HASAN, from Rangpur

Sharfuddin Ahmed Jhantu looked
certain to become the first mayor of -
Rangpur City Corporation, as he con- W
tinued tolead in 170 of the 178 centres =~ =
inyesterday's maiden city polls.

According to polls officials, he maintained a 17,175-

vote gap with his closest rival Mostafizar Rahman
SEE PAGE 19 COL 6

Thai PM
due today

2 deals during
brief visit
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka and Bangkok will
ink two deals on coopera-
tion in agriculture sector
and foreign office consul-
tation during a brief visit
of Thai premier to
Bangladesh beginning
today.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 3

Another Dhaka
market declared
formalin-free

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Traders in the capital
yesterday declared
Mohammadpur's Town
Hall kitchen market for-
malin-free so that more
people can buy unadulter-
ated fish and vegetables

there.
It is the fifth kitchen

market to be declared free

from formalin and carbide
SEE PAGE 19 COL 5
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A tourist looks at a Mayan stele at the Copan archaeological park in Honduras on
Wednesday. Honduras is one of five countries preparing to celebrate today, the end of the
Maya Long Count Calendar -- Baktun 13 -- whichbeganin 3114 BC.

Doomsday
today?

CNN ONLINE

There may be no one left
on earth to say "Thank

God It's Friday" this week.
Some believe the world

is coming to an end today
--21/12/12 -- which is
when an important phase
on the ancient calendar of
the Mayan people termi-
nates.

Mayans don't buy it.
At least the ones living

in the city of Merida,
Mexico don't. Neither
does the Mayan village ot
Yaxuna. They know the
calendar their ancestors
left them is about to
absolve a key phase,
which means the end of
an era and the heralding
of a new one, but they
don't think we're all
gonna die.

"It's an era. We are
lucky to see how it ends,"”
says wood carver Santos
Esteban in Yaxuna, a
sleepy village of tewer
than 700 Mayans, located
in a territory that once
belonged to the ancient
kingdom founded around
2000 BC.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 6

WAR CRIMES 1971
Arguments

continue in
Mollah's case

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The prosecution yesterday
continued placing argu-
ment in the war crimes
case against Jamaat-e-
[slami leader Abdul Quader

Mollah at International
SEE PAEG 6 COL 5

PRAYER TIMING
Azan Jamaat

December 21

Juma  12-30 115
Asr 345 4-00
Maghrib 5-24 5-27

Esha 7-00 7-30
Sourte:
I:lami¢ Faundation

BANGLADESH'S DUTY-FREE ACCESS

12 US lawmakers
urge review

Protests in South Carolina

AGENCIES

Twelve Democratic lawmakers of the United States yes-
terday urged a quick review of the duty-free access
granted to many products from Bangladesh, voicing
alarm over labour conditions after a fire at Tazreen
Fashions Ltd killed 112 workers.

The lawmakers, many of whom serve on the tax-
writing House Ways and Means Committee, said
Bangladesh appeared to be "going in the opposite direc-
tion" despite promises oflabour reforms.

"We are seriously concerned about the deterioration
of working conditions and worker rights in Bangladesh,”
said the letter to US Trade Representative Ron Kirk.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 6
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ONLINE POLL

Do you agree with the
government probe committee on
the Tazreen fire disaster that it

was an act of sabotage?
® Yesm (15%)

o [0 E— (78%)

™ No Comments B (7%)

TOTAL VOTES: 359
TODAY'SPOLL
Do you agree with BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia that
the government spared two
former ministers to protect
some other bigwigs from
being exposed?
PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net
YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT

facebook.com/dailystarnews /)

(I qt e [RfELle

Feifes s=feeae]

ST AR 2O DI GRS =R Ao qreEeas cArt S = wfEw, Swenre

OFETS’F *T S ¢ (AEF2E (FE GTEs 2o 4T F4l T |

AFEEE (FHSTET € WA IS SAJ) (A0 SNCEE G &=t (61~ &fs Afgward ¢ooo iEF
THITE THIS T4 TACZ | AFTS (WIS '8 TEFNIE TR & S (S5 AT @F “Afeswaed 2000

WIfET Tete Tte el e |

T rarieE oW ofe gfea@ad 9a@ @ %, TOEFL, SAT 2w5ifq +4r%@ & spae ez
SEEfes FOCT TN 2Afrerd Fa1 97 | Afewg, 940 WBres F2a 1 ez T i oy [oaes 5o

(TR TS NSSALRd NI F12e Y& [ Carar=< Iq1 e Aa |

eifasrasard sreefa Towadi™ Srmifaa awy Sitna T afFe tarafie syt faae @51 @ o e

oS CFL@ THHF So,000 WET T SR ZHACT [racs Ao g |

TSI/ - A AT Te /sl afevm/aneE ¢ anfee’s FiwFSma A affrsd, G ¢
ST TLeaged G @ferg= & «f Fyres = [ Sires 7Kg T APITe A1 |

AT Z0® WILFT AT AR SHE4E ¢ooo NET Geid/ATT« &= (A= 9T F49 ‘1 (& carae
LTI BIGIZ DI &Zel Fa1 T | STy, e AR AT NI AT STHE T @B

Gy A9 ‘B (O @wET O vasa 51 9 |

CATH ST AN (@ (@I SATer tamafis gt A0 S 919; Srd St @erE g Afase ¢coo (B
TR M Gl 7 (T4 0o FPOW] FSATHA (750 FMJ T caraely fre =7 | o anewrs 7157 &1
i & T 918 SHEE o000 B At Mo @3 Aras 2t s SI91a 70Ee S=4S 2000 G| AL

TS AE0a |

& @ efoPi Fee W) AFIC/ZDHA0 G NI AT IR0 (AT CTRT (T ARSI 8 Oy
el 3 ) 1 o O 1 A ol e | W e e | M [ s AT e g S O R [l [ B

&f® *IPefie T AZCE2 A0 T 1 |

GrenifieTz ST SIFICA/2 500 93 T oy 2@ [Eas G 7€ a3 B a1 Gt g Aot
SR CATTD (DS WOTAE (TSN e 17 BIe] T00R) g <4AC6 (AW F qT (A0 S+ q0T |

O] & /TEE ST A0S LSO ST SITAa #I907/GT1 ST (AT O SHEed I [Araf (e
s ey sare yae qeifTey famf (e weTfes (@t F1¢ 2re SreEfdwsitg Frraa T (Are

AT |

4l Aifesaadl Sitha SIE 41 (Al IHIT Sds 9@ (arafie gt o1 e &t A4eS #f1E 0 @
(I Y BIE A/® a0 A== e S=wea 792 At T80 T8 949 @ (FF 5Ere LTS QoA

ASITAT T |

THL /oY 2fE fqaue cRmMESE AfSUMerEr S FITE (AT (i TqT [Reae @i e
TR WfSfE Wiwe Yo,000 MF Tl @Fe AT aramens af® g Ruare! e TS i1 |

AT FFAMHET (FI (aeai=ie g1 2o A 4ra T84T THAE A0S0 0ND 99 ¢ 209 wed fimy 9%

fea e 2/t |

(fewifae si=E &=y qIETm= FILHF STaI126 (www.bb.org.bd) (4l (&ATS #Mtd | @ Ga0F Sfefae (FF Srd=
TG 20 (AW qqT ANNS faersy, e« e, L4 ST, BIFl, GFIT : 5¢903pl, HE90d83, dLIOY,
2-(N3% g gm.fepd@bb.org.bd ITRCE EISITANT AT TS 213

GD-5001

EpiTor: MAHFUZ ANAM-Published by the Editor from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 and 12-13, Kalurghat Heavy Industrial Area, Chittagong-4208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue,
Dhaka-1215, Tel: 9144330 (Hunting) & 8124944, Fax: 9144332, 8125155, 8126154, GPO Box No: 3257, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net,reporting@thedailystar.net



