SPORT

Southee out
of SA Tests

CRICINFO, Johannesburg

Tim Southee, the New
Zealand fast bowler, has
been ruled out of the Test
series in South Africa
because of a thumb injury.
He needs surgery for a
ruptured ligament and is
likely to be sidelined for
six-eight weeks.

Southee sustained the
injury while diving in the
field during a Plunket
Shield match between
Northern Districts and
Wellington at Karori Park.
He scored 156 off 130 balls
and took seven wickets in
Northern Districts’ six-

wicket win.
"He landed heavily on

his thumb while fielding,
with scans indicating the
ligament has fully
ruptured and retracted,”
New Zealand physio Paul
Close said. "After
consultation with NZC
medical statf and a hand
specialist it was decided
the best course of action is

for him to have surgery.
"He will commence

rehabilitation
immediately following the
procedure, with a view to

India draw first blood

transformed the game. He was the
seventh bowler MS Dhoni turned to as

India all-rounder Yuvraj Singh (R) celebrates one of his three wickets with a teammate during the first T20I
against England at Pune yesterday.
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him returning to cricket
during the home summer.
The procedure is likely to
keep him out of the game
for 6-8 weeks."

Southee, who is due to
become a father soon, was
already missing the
Twenty20s in South Africa.
New Zealand had not
decided on a replacement
for Southee, who was their
best bowler in the drawn
Test series in Sri Lanka,
where he took 12 wickets
in two matches. Eight of
those came in the second
Test in Colombo, which
New Zealand won by 167
runs.

V-Day tennis
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The Sharmin Alam Sarda-
Kibria Ayeda Jaman pair,
Priti-Laxman pair,
Moumitu Jannat-Jhilik
Chakma pair and Ishita
Afroz-Ayesha Sultana pair
defeated their respective
rivals to confirm the semi-
final berths in the women's

doubles.

CRICINFO, Pune

Yuvraj Singh's decade-long attempt to
secure a permanent spot in the Test team
may have been thwarted once again this
month, but he showed why he is
indispensable in limited-overs formats
with a virtuoso all-round performance.

In a game-changing spell of left-arm
spin, Yuvraj took three wickets to restrict
England to 157-6. The southpaw then
struck 38 oft 21 balls as the home side won

the tirst T20 International by five wickets.
He struck two fours and three sixes and

dominated a match-winning third-wicket
stand with Virat Kholi (21). Yuvraj also
won the player-of-the-match award for

his fine all-round show.
Earlier, in the first international match

at the Subrata Roy Stadium, England had
muscled 68 in seven overs as Alex Hales
and Luke Wright rattled along at more
than 10 an over for the second wicket.
Hales began with two powerful pulls for
four in the first over, and then showed off
his straight-hitting to sprint to a 26-ball
half-century, his fourth for England.
Unlike Hales, Wright hadn't spent time in
India with the England Performance
Programme squad but he too played a
fluent boundary-filled innings, not
flustered by the change in conditions

from the Big Bash League in Australia.
Yuvraj's introduction in the ninth over

India desperately searched for ways to
stall the runs, and he immediately
delivered. Five of the previous six overs
had been punished for 10 runs or more,
but Yuvraj in his first gave away just five
singles. In his next, he had Luke Wright
caught at long-oft. In his third, Hales was
dropped by Dhoni, then bowled before
England captain Eoin Morgan gave long-
on a catch. The triple-blow sucked out the
momentum from the innings, and by the
end of his spell the run-rate was down to

around seven-and-a-half.
Ashok Dinda, leading India’s pace attack

though he himself is fairly new to
international cricket, delivered the pertect
penultimate over, taking two wickets and
giving away only two runs. Either side of that

though, Dhoni's go-to bowler in Twenty20s,
R Ashwin, and debutant fast bowler
Parvinder Awana were hit for two sixes in an
over each as Jos Buttler's unbeaten 33 lifted
England to 157. That was a score India
seemed happy to concede on a good track in
astadium with short boundaries.

SCORESIN BRIEF

ENGLAND: 157 for 6 in 20 overs (Hales 56,
Wright 34, Patel 24, Buttler 33 not out;
Dinda2-18,Yuvraj3-19)

INDIA: 158for5in 17.5 overs (Gambhir 16,
Rahane 19, Kohli21,Yuvraj38,Raina 2 6 ,

Dhoni24 notout; Bresnan 2-26)
Result: India won by 5 wickets.
Player-of-the-match: Yuvraj Singh.

Shakib the big fish
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National Cricket League (NCL). Sylhet, on the other

hand, will be counting on their young buys Shohag Gazi
and Mominul Haque, who were bought for 156,000 dol-
larsand 127,000 respectively.

Newcomers Rangpur Riders got a good bargain with
hard-hitting Irish batsman Kevin O' Brien who was
bought for 45,000 dollars. They also paid 208,000 dollars
for Nasir Hossain, a deal which surpassed Hossain's
previous year's bid. As opposed to the more popular
trend, Rajshahi spent alot more money on the local play-
ers as they spent more than 350,000 dollars on Jaharul
Islam, Ziaur Rahman and Abul Hassan Raju.

Khulna Royal Bengals spent most of their money on
Pakistani players as their main buy Shoaib Malik, cost
them 85,000 dollars. They also spent 111,000 dollars for
Ajmal Shehzad.

SALARYCAP

The salary cap, which limits the biddings placed by the
franchisees, was implemented in this year's auction. The
cap on the Golden Category was 150,000 dollars (Base
Price: 75,000) for the foreign players and 75,000 dollars
(Base Price: 40,000 dollars) for the local players. If more
than one team bid a value that was higher than the limit,
the franchisees would then participate in a "hidden auc-
tion’ where the team that bid the highest amount would
get the player.

There was also a limit on the amount each franchise
could spend at the auction, setat 1.5 million dollars.

As a result of the comparatively low cap placed on
local players, all the players in the Golden category were
contested for in the 'hidden auction'. For instance, five
teams placed the maximum bids for Mushfiqur and
there were six teams chasing Tamim.

As per the rules, if a value crosses the cap, 60 per cent
of the extended value would go to the Bangladesh
Cricket board while 30 per cent to the player and 10 per
cent to Game On Sports.

PLAYERS LIST

DHAKA GLADIATORS: Shakib Al Hasan( Bangladesh)
Shahid Afridi ( Pakistan), Luke Wright (England), Owais
Shah ( England), T. Dilshan (Sri Lanka), Lasith Mlainga (
Sri Lanka), Mohammad Ashratul (Bangladesh), Anamul
Haque Bijoy (Bangladesh), Mashrate Bin Morrtaza
(Bangladesh) Joshua Cobb (England), Chris Liddle
(England), Darren Stevens (England), Mosharraf
Hossain (Bangladesh), Rokibul Hasan (Bangladesh),
Soumya Sarkar (Bangladesh), Liton Das

(Bangladesh),Mahbubul Alam ( Bangladesh), Saglain
Sajib (Bangladesh)

BARSIAL BURNERS: Saeed Ajmal ( Pakistan), Sunil
Narine ( West Indies), Brad Hodge ( Australia), Azhar
Mahmood (England), Umar Gul (Pakistan), Kamran
Akmal ( Pakistan), Phil Mustard ( England), Alok Kapali (
Bangladesh), Elias Sunny ( Bangladesh), Shuvagata Hom
( Bangladesh), Sabbir Rahman (Bangladesh), Alauddin
Babu ( Bangladesh), Iftekhar Naim Ahmed (Bangladesh)
Jubair Ahmed, Kabir Ali (England), Al Amin (

Bangladesh), Nazmul Apu ( Bangladesh)
CHITTAGONG KINGS: Imran Nazir (Pakistan), Dwayne

Bravo ( West Indies), Mahmudullah (Bangladesh),
Wahab Riaz (Pakistan), Ravi Bopara ( England), Ryan Ten
Doeschate ( Netherlands), Jacob Oram (New Zealand) ,
Jason Roy ( England), Brendan Taylor ( Zimbabwe),
Naeem Islam ( Bangladesh), Rubel Hossain (
Bangladesh), Arafat Sunny, Enamul Haque Jr, Aftab
Ahmed, Marshal Ayub, Kazi Nurul Hasan (Bangladesh).
SYLHET ROYALS : Mushfiqur Rahim ( Bangladesh), Tino
Best ( West Indies), Andre Russel ( West Indies), Shohag
Gazi ( Bangladesh), Azeem Ghuman (Bangladesh),
Zulfiqur Baber ( Bangladesh), Hailton Masakadza (
Zimbabwe), Mominul Haque (Bangladesh), Nazmul
Hossain ( Bangladesh) Babar Azam (Bangladesh),
Sohrawardi Shuvo (Bangladesh) Paul Stirling ( Ireland).
RANGPUR RIDERS: Fidel Edwards ( West Indies), Nasir
Hossain (Bangladesh), Abdur Razzak, Kevin O Brian (
Ireland), Junaed Siddique ( Bangladesh), Imrul Kayes,
Sharjil Khan, Anwar Ali, Mehedi Mahruf , Shamsur
Rahman, Raja Ali Dar (Pakistan), Taposh Ghosh ,
Dhiman Ghosh, Md Sharif (Bangladesh.

DURANTA RAJSHAHI : Marlon Samuels (WI), Tamim
Igbal (Bangladesh), Abdul Razzaq ( Pakistan),
Mohammad Sami ( Pakistan), Ziaur Rahman (
Bangladesh), Shahzaib Hassan ( Pakistan), Alex Hales (
England), Jaharul Islam ( Bangladesh), Abul Hassan,
Farhad Hossain, Moktar Ali (Pakistan), Khalid Latif (
Pakistan), Taijul Islam (Bangladesh) , Sean Ervine (
Zimbabwe), Shaker Ahmed (Bangladesh)

KHULNA ROYAL BENGAL : Shoaib Malik ( Pakistan),
Umar Akmal ( Pakistan), Awais Zia ( Pakistan), Umar
Amin ( Pakistan), Ahmed Shahzad ( Pakistan),
Nazimuddin ( Bangladesh), Shahriar Nafees (
Bangladesh), Farhad Reza ( Bangladesh), Shahadat
Hossain ( Bangladesh), Mizanur Rahman (Bangladesh),
Md Mithun (Bangladesh), Ricky Wessels, Shane
Harwood (Australia), Sanjamul Islam (Bangladesh)

Early starts
for Indo-Pak
matches

PTI, New Dethi

The one-day international
matches of the much-
anticipated cricket series
between India and
Pakistan beginning next
week will have early starts,
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI)

announced on Thursday.
The BCCI has decided

to start the second and
third ODI in Kolkata
(January 3) and Delhi
(January 6) from 12 noon.

Though no official
reason was given for this
but dew could be a
possible factor.

Abahani's
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On the other hand,

Federation Cup champi-
ons Sheikh Russel have
already dropped three
points from three matches
and are a shadow of their
Federation Cup perfor-
mance, leading to a period
of soul-searching despite
the presence of nine
national players as well as
some quality foreigners.

“There is no alternative
but to win the match
against Abahani if we want
to stay in the race,” said
Sheikh Russel coach
Maruful Haque. “We want
to close the gap with
Abahani. We have not been
consistent on the pitch but
I am expecting a steady
performance tomorrow
(Friday).”
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Indian bowling looks
bleak, says Akram

ﬁl Cricket

PTI, New Dethi

As Indian pacers failed to make an
impression against England, former
Pakistan skipper Wasim Akram says the
future of Indian bowling looks "bleak”™ and
it's time that the new faces get a chance in

the team.
Apart from Pragyan Ojha (20 wickets)

and Ravichandran Ashwin (12), no Indian
bowler bagged more than five wickets in

the series, which Indialost 1-2.
"To be very honest, the future of Indian

bowling looks bleak. Zaheer Khan looked
average in the three Tests and then got
dropped. Ishant Sharma was okay in
patches but after five years at the
international level you have to be more

consistent.
"l am aftraid he is going the Mohammad

Sami way -- a wasted talent. Umesh Yadav
seems to be injury prone and the selectors
don't pick Varun Aaron,” Akram told

espanstar.com.
Akram said time has come that the

Indian selectors pick youngsters, who
have potential to be successful at

international level.
"It's time that India look for new faces

or tell the present bunch to shape up or
ship out. 1 will suggest a certain Shami
Ahmed to get a look in. The Bengal
pacer is just 22 years old but has
tremendous potential. Having worked
with him for Kolkata Knight Riders from
2011 season, I believe bowlers like him are
the forward for Team India,” the KKR

consultant said.
Akram also said that the England's

support staff was better equipped than its
Indian counterpart.

"The lack of planning in the Indian
team was pretty visible even on the
television screens and that retlected on
the bowling tront as well. It seemed the
bowlers were going through the motion

rather than planning their wickets.
"England’'s team director Andy Flower,

bowling coach Mushtagq Ahmad and
batting coach Graham Gooch were all in
sync unlike the Indian backroom statft,”
said Akram.

Pay rise at Aus Open

Q Tennis

REUTERS, Melbourne

Australian Open organisers increased prize
money for the early losers at the opening
Grand Slam of the season to record levels
on Thursday, a move which is likely to quell

playerunrestand end talk of a strike.
The Australian Open will now pay more

prize money per round than any other
tournament, with increases also coming
in doubles and qualifying matches, but
mixed doubles saw a money freeze.

The biggest increases were for first
round losers in the men's and women's
singles, who will now receive 27,600
Australian dollars, representing a 32.7 per
cent boost from 2012, with those exiting in
the second round taking home 45,500
Australian dollars, up 36.6 per cent.

The move is likely to appease the
players council, led by 17-times Grand
Slam champion Roger Federer, who had
been calling for more revenue from the
four elite tournaments to be passed down

to those hitting the shots.
"Our motivation is to make a major

contribution toward helping ensure
professional tennis players can make a
decent living,” Craig Tiley, the Australian
Open tournament director, said in a

statement.
"As we have said in the past, it is a real

issue and needs to be urgently addressed

throughout the sport.”
In October, Tiley's team announced

that the players would be vying for a share
of a record 30 million Australian dollars
for the January 14-27 event without giving
the breakdown of how that money would
be divided.

A sense of vulnerability
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questions regarding the problems that

originated from last year.

"The media has portrayed us as the
villains," said Salim Chowdhury, owner ot
the Dhaka Gladiators. "l have cleared
most of my dues to the players and while
there is a little left, it will be given in time.
In fact Dhaka Gladiators still have to
receive money from various places. The

media don't talk about that," claimed

Chowdhury.
While Chowdhury reassured the

media, owner of the Chittagong Kings
Sameer Quader Chowdhury, on the other
hand, played down the dispute with left-
hander Tamim Igbal which dominated
last year's league, and stated, "I tried to

buy him again, but couldn't.”
A similar feature was witnessed in the

national cricketers’' approach as well. "1
only received 65 lakhs from last year's com-
petition and I still have to receive a lot
more, said Nasir Hossain in a telephonic

conversation with The Daily Star. The all-
rounder who was bought for 208,000 dol-
lars by the Rangpur Riders, one of the high-
est buys yesterday, provided a more
reserved approach as compared to his
celebratory mode last year after he was
bought for 200,000 dollars by Khulna. "I
feel alright. The deal was not so bad,”
replied Nasir when asked about how he felt.
Pacer Mashrafe Bin Mortaza who was
retained by the Gladiators for 141,000
dollars, echoed Hossain's sentiments.
"There has to be transparency while deal-
ing with money. The previous experience
of many cricketers isn't good. So every-
body is worried because of this.
Commitments must be kept," said
Mortaza. "I hope the incidents that took
placelastyeardon'trecur,” he added.
However, with no official agreements
signed between the franchisees, the
Bangladesh Cricket Board and Game On
Sports as yet, fears of a similar backlash
continue to prevailamongst many.
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