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Brazil slump
to all-time
low

AFP, Paris

Brazil have slumped five
places to an all-time low
18th in the latest FIFA
World Cup rankings as
they struggle to regroup
under new manager
Felipe Scolari.

The 2002 World Cup-
winning coach has been
brought back to replace
Mano Menezes in charge
of a side badly in need of
some fresh ideas before
next June's
Confederations Cup
where Brazil have been
drawn with Italy, Mexico
and Japan.

As World Cup hosts, the
Brazilians have no qualifi-
ers to play and have been
involved in a series of
friendly matches, the last
of which ended ina 1-1
draw with Colombia in the
United States.

In continental terms,
Brazil are ranked only fifth
in South America behind
Argentina, Colombia,
Ecuador and Uruguay.

World champions
Spain stay top of the rank-
ings followed by Germany
and Argentina with Italy
up one place to fourth and
Colombia up three to fifth.

TOP 20

1. Spain

. Germany

. Argentina

. Italy (+1 place)

. Colombia (+3)
6. England

7. Portugal (-3)

8. Netherlands (-1)
9. Russia

10. Croatia

11. Greece (+1)

12. Switzerland (+4)
13. Ecuador (+4)
14. Ivory Coast (+1)
15. Mexico (-1)

16. Uruguay (-5)
17. France (+1)

18. Brazil (-5)

19. Algeria

20. Sweden (+3)
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Bayern Munich midfielder Xherdan Shaqiri is ecstatic after scoring the second
goal against Augsburg during their German Cup match in Augsburg on Tuesday.

ﬂ% Football

REUTERS, Berlin

Bayern Munich's Franck Ribery was sent
off for slapping an opponent just after
halftime but that did not stop his side
moving into the German Cup
quarterfinals with a 2-0 win at Augsburg

onTuesday.
Fellow Champions

League competitors
Schalke 04 slumped out of
the competition in a 2-1
defeat by visiting Mainz 05,
while Bundesliga side

Fortuna Dusseldorf were stunned 2-0 by

third-tier Kickers Offenbach.
Bayern, who also lead the Bundesliga at

the start of the winter break, grabbed the
lead against the run of play with striker

Mario Gomez tappinginfrom close range.
But things took a turn for the worse at

PHOTO: AFP : : :
the start of the second halt when winger

SPORT

Bayern in last eight

RESULTS

Schalke 04 1 Mainz 2

Karlsruhe 0 Freiburg 1
Augsburg 0 Bayern Munich 2

Ribery slapped South Korea's Koo Ja-

cheol and received a straightred card.
In an entertaining second half both

sides missed several good chances, with
Mario Mandzukic, who has failed to score
since the return of Gomez in November,

twice coming close for Bayern.
Xherdan Shagqiri, who had earlier hit

the crossbar, settled the visitors' nerves
five minutes from time,
slotting in after good play
from Mandzukic and
Thomas Mueller to ensure
Bayern finished the year on
a high.

"Overall I am satistied
with our season so far because we have
been playing very well over long periods,”
Bayern coach Jupp Heynckes told report-
ers. "It cannot really get much better than

that."”
"Astorthered card, it was provoked but

as a Bayern player you must know how to
handle such situations,” he said.

India v England
First T20 (D/N)
Live from 7:30pm

ESPN
Sportscentre India
Sports News
Live at 8:30pm

TEN Action

UEFA Champions League
Round of 16 draw
Live from 4:15pm
UEFA Europa League
Rd of 16 & 32 draw

Quest to reach
Wembley

AFP, Paris

A glamour ceremony to be held in Nyon,
Switzerland on Thursday will unveil the
much anticipated pairings for the
knockout phase of the Champions
% League, as the 16 remaining teams con-
tinue their quest to reach the May 25

final atWembley.
A fresh champion will lift one of the most recognisable

trophies in the game after holders Chelsea suffered the
humiliation of becoming the first defending champions

to exit following the group phase.
Perennial favourites Barcelona go into the hat for next

February's matches, as the team everyone wants to
avoid, although ftellow pool winners Manchester United,
Paris Saint-Germain, Borussia Dortmund, Malaga,
Juventus, Schalke 04 and Bayern Munich are all guaran-

teed to avoid the four-time champions as seeded teams.
Real Madrid who won the last of their nine European

Cups in 2002, are the pick of the second-placed group
teams although along with Valencia, they cannot face
their Catalan arch-rivals as teams from the same country

cannot face each other until the quartertinals.
Celtic who became the first British team to win the

trophy back in 1967 when they beat Inter Milan, are the
only other side from the runners-up that include Porto,
Galatasaray, Shakhtar Donetsk, AC Milan and Arsenal,

who are certain to avoid Tito Vilanova's team.
Paris Saint-Germain who make their first appearance

in the knockout stages since 1995, had the best record in
the group round as two-time champion Carlo Ancelotti
guided the mega-rich capital outfit to five wins and one

defeat - 1-0 against Porto.
Bayern Munich are off to a blistering start in the

Bundesliga where they are runaway leaders and are back
on track to win their first Champions League since beat-

ingValenciain2001.
Their opponents will come from a group that include

Real Madrid, Celtic, Porto, Shakhtar or Arsenal.
Manchester United who won the first of their three

European Cups in 1968 when Bobby Charton and George
Best were on target in the 4-1 win over Benfica at

Wembley are another team to avoid.
Although they went out in the group phase last season,

manager Alex Ferguson has again tweaked the Old
Tratford juggernaut with the inspired signing ot Robin
van Persie who has already combined with Wayne
Rooney for 19 domestic goals, including his league lead-
ingl2.
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'"Tt won't be
end of world'

AFP, Lisbon

Portugal captain Cristiano
Ronaldo said in an inter-
view published on
Wednesday that he would
love to win this year's
Ballon d'Or but it would
not be the end of the
world if the prize went

elsewhere.
"If I win, perfect. If

don't, never mind, life
goes on. But obviously I'd
love to win. I'm not going
to lie or be hypocritical,”
the 27-year-old Real
Madrid forward was
quoted as saying on the
Portuguese football feder-

ation website.
"Fair or unfair, the

decision will be what it
will be... I'll maybe be very
happy or maybe very sad.
But that's life. I can't live
according to an individual
prize," the 2008 Ballon

d'Or winner added.
Barcelona's Lionel

Messi, who earlier this
month surpassed the 40-
year-old record of 85 goals
in a calendar year set by
Germany's Gerd Mueller
in 1972, is favourite to
take the prize tor an
unprecedented fourth

successive year.
"It won't be the end of

the world if I don't win,”
Ronaldo said, adding that
careers were defined more
by team prizes than indi-

vidual ones.
Ronaldo, Messi and the

Argentine's Spain team-
mate Andres Iniesta are
the three players
shortlisted for the award,
which will be presented in
Zurich early next month.

m Football

AFP, Sao Paulo

Sao Paulo on Tuesday gave a heroes welcome to its
beloved Corinthians on their return home from their 1-0
weekend victory over European Champions Chelsea in

the ClubWorld Cupin Japan.

The players tlew in early Tuesday atter a 20-hour tlight

from Japan with a stopover in Germany.

Thousands of elated fans, many donning the
Corinthians' black and white jerseys, lined the route as
the open-air bus carrying the local heroes slowly made its
way through the streets of this huge metropolis of 11

million people, South America's largest.

Joined by popular Brazilian singer Thiaguinho, the
players basked in their glory, taking turns to hoistand kiss

the coveted FIFA ClubWorld Cup.

The players were welcomed on arrival by Sao Paulo
Governor Geraldo Alckmin and later received a special
commemorative plaque from outgoing Mayor Gilberto

Kassab.

There were special cheers for striker Paolo Guerrero,
who scored the only goal in Sunday s final in the Japanese

city of Yokohama.

"Two-time champions”, "Ole Ole Ole", the crowd

chanted.

The Sao Paulo club secured their second interconti-
they won the 2000 FIFA Club World
Championship -- and became the first side from outside

nental title --

Europe towin the title since 2006.

Corinthians feted as heroes

PHOTO: AFP

Corinthians' players celebrate with the Club World Cup

trophy during their victory parade in Sao Paulo on Tuesday.

Balotelli accepts fine

REUTERS, London

Mario Balotelli has accepted
" a fine of two weeks' wages
from Manchester City after
¥) withdrawing his appeal
against disciplinary action
taken by the Premier League champions,

the club said onWednesday.
The volatile Italian striker, who was fined

by City after a series of well-documented
misdemeanours on and off the pitch last
season, had been due to have his case heard
by a Premier League panel on Wednesday

but the hearing was cancelled.
"After amicable talks between the par-

ties, as a sign of respect for (coach)

Roberto Mancini, the supporters and the
club, Mario Balotelli has chosen to accept
a two-week fine levied upon him by the
Club and withdraw his disciplinary

appeal,” a City statement said.
"Mario remains available for selection

for all forthcoming fixtures."
Despite the 22-year-old Balotelli's

decision to end his dispute and agree to a
340,000 pounds ($550,000) fine his rela-
tionship with the club and Mancini

appears to be at breaking-point.
The player who former Inter Milan boss

Jose Mourinho once branded "unman-
ageable” was left out of the squad against
Newrcastle United last weekend.

Tito suffers
cancer relapse

REUTERS, Madrid

Barcelona coach Tito
Vilanova has suffered a
relapse on the cancer in
his saliva glands, Spanish
daily El Pais reported on
Wednesday citing sources
at the club.

The 43-year-old
Vilanova, who underwent
surgery on a tumour in his
glands last November,
stepped up from his role as
assistant coach to replace
Pep Guardiola as first-team
coach for this season.
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