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Prosecution starts

FROM PAGE 20
According to the

International Crimes (Tribu-
nals) Act-1973, the court will
pronounce its verdict after
the summation of the prose-
cution's and defence's argu-
ments.

The three-member tribu-
nal led by Justice Obaidul
Hassan with members
Justice Md Mozibur Rahman
Miah and Judge M Shahinur
[slam yesterday recorded the
prosecution's arguments
before it adjourned the case
proceedings until today
when the arguments will
resume.

Mohammad Ali, the con-
ducting prosecutor of the
case, began his arguments
giving a brief description of
the political developments
and movements from 1947 to
1971 in the erstwhile
Pakistan.

In his two-hour argument,
Mohammad Ali said two
investigation officers of the
case after a probe had sub-
mitted names of 40 witnesses
and later included nine as
additional witnesses.

On May 28, the tribunal
indicted the Jamaat assistant
secretary general for six
specific charges of crimes
against humanity allegedly
committed during the
LiberationWarin 1971.

“But we [the prosecution]
adduced only 10 witnesses,
excluding the investigation
officers of the case, as we had
assessed that 10 witnesses
were sufficient to prove the
six charges [against Mollah]
beyond doubt,” said prose-
cutor Ali,

He said five “eyewit-
nesses” had given their
testimony in favour of
Mollah killing around 60
persons in Ghatarchar in
Keraniganj [charge four],
about 360-370 people in
Alubdi village of Pallabi,
Mirpur [charge five] and
killing of six of a family in
Mirpur [charge six].

Four other “hearsay”
witnesses testified that
Mollah had killed a student of
Mirpur Bangla College
[charge one]; pro-liberation
poet Meherun Nessa, her
mother and two brothers

[charge twol; and journalist
Khondaker Abu Taleb
[charge three], said the
prosecutor, adding that
another witness, who partly
witnessed the Ghatarchar
incident, narrated on the
charge.

Syed Shahidul Haque
Mama, Syed Abdul Kaium,
poet Quazi Rosy and
Khondaker Abul Ahsan, were
the hearsay witnesses, said
Ali, adding that these wit-
nesses had heard of the inci-
dents from direct witnesses.

Replying to a question of
the tribunal, he said the
witnesses did not have the

chance to stay back and
witness the incidents at that
time. Had they done it, they
would have also beenkilled.

Abdul Majid Palowan and
Nur Jahan, the seventh and
eighth prosecution wit-
nesses, testified on charge No
4 against Mollah. They said
he had killed at least 60 peo-
ple in Keraniganj on
November 25, 1971, contin-
ued Ali.

Mozaffar Ahmed Khan, a
freedom fighter and the first
prosecution witness, also
narrated the same incident,
he added.

Ali said Shafiuddin Mollah
and Amir Hossain Mollah,
the sixth and ninth prosecu-
tion witnesses, gave their
testimonies supporting
charge No 5, the allegation of
killing around 360-370
Bangalees in Alubdi on April
24,1971.

The prosecutor said a rape
victim had given her testi-
mony in support of charge
No 6 behind closed doors.
She said under the leadership
of Mollah, a group of Biharies
and Pakistani army attacked
their house on the evening of
March 26, 1971.

According to her testi-
mony, Mollah and his
cohorts had killed her par-
ents, two younger sisters and
a brother. When her 11-year-
old sister came out from
hiding, 10-12 persons raped
and killed her.

The witness was too a
victim of gang-rape, added
Al

At this, Judge Shahinur

Islam asked the prosecutor
that why Quader Mollah
would be held responsible for
the rapes.

In response Ali said as per

section 4(1) of the ICT Act,
Mollah was also liable for the
crime.

The section 4(1) of the act
says, “When any crime as
specified in section 3 [such as
crimes against humanity and
peace, genocide, war crimes
etc] is committed by several
persons, each of such person
is liable for that crime in the
same manner as if it were
done by him alone.”

“How can you be so sure
that Mollah had control over
the team?” asked Judge
Shahinur.

Citing from the testimony
of Amir Hossain Mollah, the
prosecutor said after Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman's historic
speech on March 7, 1971,
Mollah along with 70 to 80
members of Islami Chhatra
Sangha (ICS), the then stu-
dent wing of Jamaat-e-
Islami, gave training to the
Bihari people “to protect
Pakistan”,

Ali said accused Quader
Mollah, who is also the first
defence witness, had said he
was involved with ICS and
was the president of its
Dhaka University's
Shahidullah Hall unit.

Citing from the book
named “Sun Set at Midday”
by former ICS leader
Mohiuddin Choudhury,
which is a prosecution docu-
ment, Ali said, “The workers
purely belonging to Islami
Chhatra Sangha were Al-
Badr.”

According to the charge-
frame order, Mollah as an ICS
leader had organised the
formation of Al-Badar with
the members of the student
bodyin 1971.

Meanwhile the tribunal
yesterday completed record-
ing the cross-examination of
AKM Habibul Haque alias
Munnu, the 10th prosecution
witness in the case against
Jamaat leader Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojaheed,
before adjourning the case
proceeding until December
26.

Pakistan may split

FROM PAGE 1
Khan made the remarks in

an article titled "Events of
1971" published in The
News International yester-
day.

Mentioning the
Liberation War in 1971, and
the birth of Bangladesh in
the aftermath, he said "The
country [Pakistan] is at
present plagued with all
kinds of social evils.

"If we don't rectify this
soon, the day will not be far
off when we disintegrate
again."

In order to rectify the
situation, the noted scientist
opined that the first and
foremost necessity is to
"disengage ourselves from
the foreign war and put our
own house inorder".

In the article, Khan also
said all nations go through
ups and downs -- they have
glorious periods and tragic
ones. People usually ignore
and forget the tragic ones
while celebrating the good
events with great pomp.

"It is most unfortunate
that we in Pakistan have also

not learnt any lessons from
our past tragic mistakes. The
breaking up of Pakistan on
December 16, 1971, was one
such recent event,” he said.

Millions of Pakistanis are
fully aware of the reasons
behind that tragedy. But it
seems that the (Pakistani)
rulers and the establish-
ment were oblivious to
these, despite the fact that it
was such a traumatic expe-
rience.

The country was broken
up, hundreds of thousands
of people were killed,
women were raped and
almost 92,000 army and
other personnel were taken
prisoner, he said, adding
that nobody was held
responsible for such a big
and tragic disaster.

"We saw our own army
killing our own people. Itis a
well-known fact that, when
given absolute power, peo-
ple become cruel. 1 was
ashamed to see that such
cruel acts could be perpe-
trated by Muslims against
Muslims -- Pakistanis
against fellow-Pakistanis,”

Khan said in the article.

Everybody was aware of
the fact that West Pakistani
baboos [gentlemen] con-
sidered East Pakistan a
colony and treated its citi-
zens in the same way as the
British used to treat the
West Pakistanis.

It was unfortunate that
both the (Pakistani) political
and military leaders are
under the illusion (as hap-
pened in previous eras) that
they can crush their oppo-
nents.

They could not manage to
do that to a very docile
nationin 1971, how then can
they contemplate crushing a
martial race? They will be
fighting for a thousand years
and bleed the country to
destruction and disintegra-
tion, he said.

The rulers and the estab-
lishment are using poor,
brave soldiers as cannon
fodder for the sake of a paltry
sum in dollars.

"We have forgotten how
to protect our own borders
and sovereignty,” Khan
added.

Jamaat leader Tasneem held
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Rajshahi division for tomor-

rOw.

In an email sent to local
journalists, Ataur Rahman,
ameer of Rajshahi city unit
Jamaat, said they will
enforce the shutdown from
6:00am to 2:00pm, reports
our Rajshahi correspondent.

Police arrested Rajshahi
University teacher Shah
Hossain Ahmed Mehdi
when he was in a meeting
with some Jamaat leaders at
a house in Rajshahi city. Two
Jamaat men were detained
at the meeting.

A local court last night
sent the teacher to jail after
police produced him before
it, said SM Moniruzzaman,
commissioner of Rajshahi
Metropolitan Police.

Contacted, officer-in-
charge of Uttara Police
Station (West) Khandaker
Rejaul Hasan said the seized
leaflets and booklets are
provocative and offensive.

Police were conducting
drives in different areas in

the capital along with
detained Jamaat leader
Tasneem Alam, he added.

Meanwhile, at least 25
people including seven
policemen were injured
when Jamaat-Shibir men
fought pitched battles with
law enforcers in Shibganj
and Kadamtoli in Sylhet city
yesterday afternoon during
their processions in sup-
port of tomorrow's half-day
(6:00am to 2:00pm) hartal
in Sylhet division, adds our
Sylhet correspondent.

Jamaat announced the
shutdown demanding
release of its acting secretary
general Shafiqur Rahman.
He was arrested on Thursday
at his Dhanmondi residence
in the capital in a case filed
under the anti-terrorism act.
The following day, a Dhaka
court placed him on four-
day remand.

Regarding the detention
of 21 female leaders of
Jamaat and Chhatri
Sangstha, police said

Sanowar Jahan is a central
working committee mem-
ber of Jamaat, while the rest
are students of different
educational institutions in
the city.

Acting on a tip off, law
enforcers raided the Chhatri
Sangstha office and recov-
ered a huge number of
'Tihadi' books and leaflets,
said Shible Noman, assistant
cominissioner (Ramna) of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police.

In a release yesterday,
Jamaat acting ameer
Mogbul Ahmed condemned
the detention of Tasneem
Alam.

A few months ago,
Tasneem was arrested on
charge of an arson attack on
a bus, but he came out of jail
on bail.

Shamsunnahar Nizami,
secretary of Islami Chhatri
Sangstha, in another state-
ment, blasted the govern-
ment for detaining its female
leaders and activists and
demanded their immediate
release.
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Sept 2011

The global lender
suspends the loan.

Sept 21,2011

AWB report labels
corruption allegations
against the then
communications minister
Abul Hossain and his
company.

Sept 2011

The global lender says the
loan will be revived if Abul
goes.

Oct 21, 2011

The government rejects
graft allegations and
refuses to remove Abul.

Dec5, 2011
Abul is shifted to the ICT

ministry, but the WB
demands his removal
from the cabinet
altogether.

June 2012

Fresh talks begin; the WB
sets four conditions,
including removal of Abul
and PM's adviser Mashiur
Rahman.

June 29, 2012

The WB cancels the loan
deal as the talks fail.

July 2, 2012

The finance minister urges
the lender to withdraw
the cancellation.

July 23, 2012

Abul resigns; other donors
pledge the govt help in
negotiations with the WB.

Sept 3, 2012

ACC investigation
committee quizzes Abul
Hossain.

Sept 19,2012

Govt sends Mashiur's
leave letter to the WB.
Sept 20,2012

WB revives the loan.

Oct 5,2012

WB announces formation
of a three-member panel
to review the
investigation into the
graft allegation.

Oct 14,2012

WB external panel arrives
in Dhaka on a three-day
visit.

Nov 28, 2012

A three-day meeting of

Abul spared, tor now
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about bribe money for Abul
Hossain, the ACC deputy
director said the global lender
had given some information
but the commission was yet
to get any document in
supportofthe allegation.

Ramesh Shah, an SNC
Lavalin official now facing
trail in Canada over the graft
charges, had mentioned in his
diary Abul Hossain as the
recipient of 4 percent out of
10 percent (Tk 38 crore)
bribe from the supervision
work money, sources said.

[t was not immediately
clear if the World Bank would
start releasing its fund after
the filing of the case.

The six other accused in
the case filed with Banani
Police Station are
Superintendent Engineer of
Bangladesh Bridge Authority
(BBA) Kazi Mohammad
Ferdous, Executive Engineer
of Roads and Highway
Department Reaz Ahmed
Zaber, Deputy Managing
Director of Engineering and
Planning Consultant, a local
agent Canadian firm SNC
Lavalin, Mohammad
Mostofa and SNC Lavalin
officials Mohammad Ismail,
Ramesh Shah and Kevin
Wales.

According to the case
statement, former secretary
Mosharraf dissolved the

evaluation committee four
times between January and
June 2010 in efforts to award
the consulting job to the
company ofhis choice.

He became head of the
fourth evaluation committee,
violating WB's consulting
Services Manual of 2006. The
manual states that all mem-
ber of such a committee
should have 10 years' experi-
ence in the relevant field,
which the secretary lacked.

Kazi Mohammad Ferdous
of BBA and Mosharraf pre-
pared a flawed evaluation
report to award the job first to
a Japanese firm, Oriental
Consultation Company Ltd,
project director Rafiqul
[slam told the ACC inquiry
team during interrogation.

Ishtiak Ahmed, who was a
member of the fourth com-
mittee, also gave similar state-
ments when he was called by
the ACC to testify.

However, Ferdous and
Mosharraf failed to give the
work to the Japanese com-
pany in the face of opposition
from the other members of
the committee.

Mosharraf then set for
favouring SNC Lavalin. He
along with the six accused
persons hatched the conspir-
acy, the case statement says.
They provided SNC Lavalin
with secret information

regarding the tender.

Despite frantic efforts,
Mosharraf could not convince
the other members of the
evaluation committee to
select SNC Lavalin. Failed
again, he dissolved the com-
mittee and reconstituted it
for the fifth time with Prof
Jamilur Reza Choudhury as
the convener on November
4,2010.

Ferdous for his part gave
more points to SNC Lavalin
while evaluating its docu-
ments to facilitate selection of
the firm. He also exchanged
secret information with
Lavalin through emails
between May and June 2010.

Quoting an email sent by
Mostafa to Kevin Wales in
June, 2011, the case statement

said the bridge authority
recommended Lavalin with-
out proper verification of its
documents and work his-
tory.

When Ismail was sacked
from Lavalin, Mosharraf
wanted to hold an emergency
meeting with Kevin Wales and
others. Accordingly a meet-
ing was held on May 5 last
year.

Abul Hossain, Mosharraf,
Kevin Wales and Mostafa
participated in the meeting in
the capital. Following the
talks, the bridge authority on
June 19 last year sent recom-

co-financiers of Padma
bridge project starts at
Asian Development Bank
headquarters in Manila.

Dec1, 2012
External team arrives in
Dhaka for the second time

Dec4, 2012
The ACC team submits its

draft report that included
names of Abul Hossain,
former state minister for
foreign affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury and
businessman Nixon
Chowdhury, brother of
Awami League whip
Noor-e-Alam Chowdhury.
Dec9, 2012

ACC inquiry team submits
its final report

mendation for work order in
favour of SNC Lavalin, said
the case document.

Abul Hossain also held
several meetings with SNC
Lavalin officials, which Abul
Hasan arranged. The three
SNC Lavalin officials tried to
bribe several public and
private officials to get the
work order but the WB by
that time raised allegation of
corruption in the project,
the case statement added.

Ramesh's diary seized by
the Canadian police also
mentioned the names of Abul
Hasan, Musharraf and others
who were to be bribed. But
the ACC is yet to get circum-
stantial evidence to proveit.

"During the inquiry, we
could notseize anything or get
anything from other coun-
tries...butwe cando it now for
the investigation," said the
ACC deputy director.

The WB cancelled its $1.2
billion funding on June 29 this
year, saying it had proof of a
"corruption conspiracy”
involving Bangladeshi offi-
cials, executives of a
Canadian firm and some
individuals.

The global lender on
September 21 decided to
revive the loan after the
Bangladesh government
agreed to the WB's terms and
conditions.

Six admit
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Bishwajit misjudging him as
anoppositionactivist.,

The victim was attacked
on Johnson Road in Old
Dhaka on the way to his
workplace, a tailor shop, in
Shakharibazar.

Yesterday was the second
day of the eight-day remand
of Rafiqul Islam Shakil, who
was seen in media footage
injuring Bishwajit indiscrim-
inately with a machete. He
was arrested at a relative's
house in Borguna early
Saturday.

Meanwhile, the four
detainees who were shown
arrested in the case --
Mamun-ur Rashid, Faruk
Hossain, Mosleuddin
Muslim and Nahiduzzaman
Tuhin -- have not yet been
placed in remand. They were
in Dhaka Central Jail as of last
night.

Sources said Police have
gone through their records
but found no previous crimi-
nal complaints against the
four.

Mamun and his friend
Faruk were picked up in Old
Dhaka court area as they
came out ofalawyer's office.

Mosleuddin, 40, works at
an electric goods shop in the
capital's Madhya Badda. He
and his wife live with their
two children there. On
December 9, he went to Old
Dhaka to buy some goods for
the shop.

While the details of
Tuhin's identity and his
arrest could not be known,
Kotwali police said they had
not yet found his link with the
killing.

Earlier, Sub-Inspector of
Sutrapur police Mahbub
Alam, an investigation officer
of the case, came to the
Kotwali Police Station and
talked to the four detainees.

The DB investigation
team has so far taken six
people on eightdays' remand
each. Of them, The Daily Star
confirmed the identities of
four BCL activists, including
that of Shakil, who took part
in Bishwaijit killing.

Tazreen fire
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electric short-circuit, as

there was no electric wire
near the place. It came from
outside.

"The accounts of wit-
nesses and the factory work-
ers who escaped the fire
also revealed that it was an
actofsabotage.”

Main Uddin, an addi-
tional secretary to the home
ministry, could not say what
the motive was.

However, he recom-
mended the government
conduct a more detailed
probe to identify the mas-
terminds.

The four-member probe
team submitted the report
to the home ministry yes-
terday evening.

The 214-page report,
which made five final rec-
ommendations, came out
about three weeks after the
deadly fire killed 112 people
on November 24,

The findings are clearly
in line with the government
high-ups' claim that it was
arsorn.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on November 27
called upon businessmen to
stay alert as "there were
reports that a vested quar-
ter was trying to set gar-
ment factories on fire in
efforts to ruin the sector.”

Yesterday, the additional
secretary said unpardon-
able negligence on the part
of owner was also responsi-
ble for the deaths of so
many workers. "So we have
recommended bringing the
owner to book under the
Section 304A of Penal
Code."

The 304A says: "Whoever
causes the death of any
person by doing any rash or
negligent act not amount-
ing to culpable homicide
shall be punished with
imprisonment of either
description for a term
which may extend to five
yvears, or with fine, or with

both."

The probe body has
identified nine mid-level
officials “who barred the
workers from leaving the
factory after the fire broke
out.”

Main Uddin said, "We
have recommended legal
action against the owner
and his nine mid-level
managers as well.”

A number of workers,
who managed to escape the
blaze, have told The Daily
Star that on-duty managers
prevented them from going
outside, saying there was
nothing to panic even
though the fire alarm was
set off.

The main gate, the only
entry and exit point of the
factory, which made cloth-
ing for international retail-
ers such as Wal-Mart and
C&A, was also said to be
found locked just after the
fire started, exposing the
fleeing workers to smoke
and suffocation.

On the structural flaw of
Tazreen, the probe leader
said the warehouse was not
supposed to be on the
ground floor and all the
three staircases of the fac-
tory led to the warehouse.

He also said the owner
did not follow building
code, as the eight-storey
factory had permission for
three floors.

The factory did not have
a renewed fire certificate
either. It applied for the
certificate but did not get it
till the day of the fire.

Main Uddin said the
team has recommended
forming a taskforce com-
prising the home, labour,
environment, housing and
industries to ensure imple-
mentation of labour laws in
garment factories, as indus-
try leaders warn that there
are many garment factories
more vulnerable than
Tazreen Fashions.

Italy's political
scene in flux

AFP, Rome

With just two months to go
before the likely date of Italy's
general election, no-one
knows whether technocrat
Mario Monti will put his name
forward, when the elections
will be or even if plutocrat
Silvio Berlusconi is really in
the running.

While some newspapers
yesterday tipped premier
Monti as likely to attempt to
continue with a pro-
European austerity
programme, others thought
he would try and influence
politics from a distance.

"Monti's entrance into
politics is just a question of
days," the left-leaning
Repubblica newspaper said,
while the Corriere della Sera
said the former Eurocrat
would lay out a list of ideas to
be taken up by pro-Monti
parties, without his leader-
ship.

This week could prove
decisive, with the premier
expected to resign once par-
liament approves next year's
budget -- a vote expected on
Thursday or Friday at the
latest.

Monti is then expected to
announce on Friday or
Saturday whether he will run
in the election, which most
observers agree willnowbeon
February17.

He could also bid instead
to become Italy's next presi-
dent, alargely ceremonial role
that occasionally acquires a
stabilising influence on the
country's notoriously riotous
political scene.

European leaders, the
Catholic Church, centrist
parties and break-away dissi-
dents from the centre-right
have all pressed the premier to
launch himself into the politi-
cal fray, but closed door talks
between Monti and Italian
President Giorgio Napolitano
on Sunday left observers none
the wiser about what path he

| mighttake.

Al leader

shot dead
in Bogra

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Masked gunmen shot dead
Swechchhasebak League
leader Khairul Anam Rekkat
in his shop in Rahman
Nagar here yesterday.

The 35-year-old victim
was the joint convener of
the town unit Awami
Swechchhasebak League,
an associated body of the
ruling Awami League.

Witnesses said about two
to three gunmen on a bike
drove to Khairul's cement
shop near Abdullah inter-
section around 11:45am and
opened fire on him. The
assailants escaped after
carrying out the attack.

Shop manager Russell
told newsmen that he heard
several shots when he was
in a bathroom near the
outlet.

Coming out of the loo, he
found Khairul lie groaning
on the floor of the shop. The
victim received bullets in his
head, chest and hands.

Critically injured Khairul
was rushed to Shaheed
Ziaur Rahman Medical
College Hospital, where he
expired around 2:00pm.

The body was sent to the
hospital's morgue for an
autopsy.

The deceased was sued
in two cases by Jamaat-
Shibir last month for vanda-
lising their local offices and
a few coaching centres.

Contacted, Bogra
Superintendent of Police
Mozzammel Haque said
they identified two suspects
and were trying to nab the
duo.

He hinted that the inci-
dent could be the result of
personal enmity.

Talking to The Daily Star,
victim's father Ofat
Rahman said his son was
very gentle and helped

many in the area. He
demanded exemplary pun-
ishment to the killers.

Locals, however, said the
incident occurred due to an
internal feud in the
Swechchhasebak League
unit over establishing
supremacy.

On October 1, Khairul's
associates led by town
Swechchhasebak League
executive member Nasim
attacked fellow party men
Sajal, 22, and Roni, 21, in
Rahman Nagar.

Hearing the news, police
arrested Nasim from the
spot and on his confession
recovered some lethal weap-
ons including machetes
from a nearby house. The
arrest escalated the factional
rivalry.

But president of town
Swechchhasebak League
Shahidul Islam Bappi
claimed that there was no
intra-party rivalry.

No case was filed in this
connection till filing of this
report at 11:00pm yester-
day.

ACC facing
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the ACC work independ-
ently?”

Hasina made the allega-
tions during a Victory Day
discussion at the
Bangabandhu
International Conference
Centre in the capital.

The prime minister said
evil attempts were being
carried out by local and
international collaborators
at a time when the govern-
ment was going on with the
war crimes trial.

In this regard, she men-
tioned of the communal
attacks on Ramu
Buddhists, garment factory
fire in Ashulia and the kill-
ing of Biswajit Das, and said
these are not isolated inci-
dentsatall.

Reiterating her firm
resolve to hold the trial of
war criminals, she called
upon all to be vocal and to
remain alert against the
“conspiracies” of the collab-
orators of the defeated
forces.

Hasina, also the Awami
League (AL) president, said
there was a class of people
who does not have the
capacity to win elections but
still wants to go to power.
They conduct propaganda
using money, property and
the media.

Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury, AL presidium
member and deputy leader
of parliament, presided
over the meeting.



