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Sri Lanka opener Tillakaratne Dilshan leaps in celebration of scoring a century against Australia on the third day of
the first Test in Hobart yesterday.

Dilshan ton keeps SL atloat

VY1 Cricket

AFP, Hobart

Tillakaratne Dilshan led a
fighting counter-attack
with a gutsy century as Sri
Lanka trailed Australia by
141 runs with two days to
play in the first Hobart Test

on Sunday.
Dilshan batted for

almost seven hours for his
147 and shared in a record
Sri Lanka stand in Australia
with Angelo Mathews to get
the tourists within 114 runs
of the home side's first
innings of 450 for five

declared.
The Australians tight-

ened their grip on the
match reaching third day
stumps at 27 without loss
and were in the box seat to
press on for their first vic-
tory of the domestic sum-
mer after losing the recent
three-Test series to South
Africa.

At the close, Ed Cowan
was on 16 with David

Warner not out on eight.
Sri Lanka, boosted by

Dilshan's 15th Test century
and good play from
Mathews (75) and Prasanna
Jayawardene (40), were

bowled out for 336.
Peter Siddle, leading the

Australian attack in the
absence of injured Ben
Hilfenhaus, knocked over
the Sr1 Lankan tail to finish

with five for54 oft 25.3 overs.
"It's about pressing
forward tomorrow, obvi-

ously it's going to be hard

to start tomorrow morning
for the batters, but they'll
dig in and we've just got to
play it from there and see
how we go and see what
target we can go with,"
Siddle said.

Dilshan's innings-
saving effort came to an
end when he was yorked by
Mitchell Starc in the 98th
over some 30 minutes after

tea.
The 36-year-old right-

hander hit 21 boundaries
off 273 balls and was pri-
marily responsible for
getting Sri Lanka past the
251 follow on after the
tourists were in strife at 87
for four at stumps on

Saturday.
It was Dilshan's second

century against Australia
following his 104 at Galle in

2004,
He shared in a record

161-run stand with
Mathews for the fifth
wicket that took the
momentum away from the
Australians for a large part

ofthe third day.
It eclipsed Aravinda de

Silva and Ravi Ratnayeke's
previous best stand for Sri
Lanka down under of 144 for
the seventh wicket at

Brisbanein 1989.
Siddle triggered a late

wicket collapse, trapping
Prasanna Jayawardene and
Rangana Herath (0) both
leg betore wicket, betore
Nuwan Kulasekara was
caught in the deep by sub-
stitute Jordan Silk off
Nathan Lyon for 23.

Siddle mopped up the
innings with the wicket ot
Chanaka Welegedara for a
duck, snapped up at gully
by Mike Hussey leaving the
Australians 14 overs to
negotiate to stumps.

Australia, down a
bowler with Hilfenhaus off
the field with a side strain,
toiled hard for most of
Sunday, with only
Mathews's wicket to show

for their efforts up to tea.
Vice-captain Mathews,

who is expected to take
over as skipper after
Mahela Jayawardene
announced he would be
stepping down as captain
after the Australia tour, was
another Siddle Ibw victim.
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Australia’'s
wicketkeeper Matthew
Wade was left red-faced by
a botched stumping of
Kulasekara on three when
he dropped the ball after
the fast bowler jumped
down the wicket to spinner

Nathan Lyon.
Swing bowler

Hiltenhaus left the field in
the opening hour after
delivering just two balls of
his 13th over. Team officials
said he had a lett side strain
and was taken to hospital

forscans.
He had figures of 1-30

after claiming the wicket of
Dimuth Karunaratne for 14

on Saturday.
Australia’s fast bowling

ranks have been hit hard
with James Pattinson
(side), Patrick Cummins
(back) and Josh

Hazlewood (foot) all out of

action.
Pattinson was ruled out

for the Test season after
suffering his injury during
the second Test against
South Africa in Adelaide,
while Cummins is aiming to
recover from stress fractures
to his back for next year's
Ashestour.

SCOREBOARD
AUSTRALIA: First innings 450 for 5
declared (Hussey 115 not out, Hughes

86, Welegedara 3-130)
SRI LANKA: First innings (overnight 87

ford)

Karunaratne cWadebHilfenhaus 14
Dilshan b Starc 147
Sangakkara c Hussey b Siddle 4
M Jayawardene lbw bWatson 12
Samaraweera ¢ Wadeb Lyon 7
Mathews Ibw b Siddle 75
P Jayawardene lbw b Siddle 40
Kulasekara ¢ Silk (sub) b Lyon 23
Herath lbw b Siddle 0
Eranganot out 3
Welegedara cHussey b Siddle 0
Extras: (b-2,Ib-6,nb-1) 9

Total: (Al outin 109.3 overs) 336
Fall of wickets: 1-25, 2-42, 3-70, 4-87, 5-
248, 6-289,7-316,8-320,9-336.

Bowler 0 M R W
Starc 24 3 104 1
Hilfenhaus 12.2 3 30 1
Lyon 25 &8 16 2
Siddle 253 11 54 5
Watson 20.4 5 55 1
Clarke 2 0 9 0
AUSTRALIA: Second innings

Cowan not out 16
Warnernotout 8
Extras: (Ib-1,nb-2) 3
Total: (Fornolossin 14 overs) 27

To bat: Hughes, Watson, Clarke, Hussey,
Wade, Siddle, Starc, Hilfenhaus, Lyon.

Bowler 0 M R W
Kulasekara 6 3 10 0
Welegedara 5 1T 10 0

Fences around
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the western gallery after

the completion of the first
phase of the ongoing
league in a bid to prevent
the crowd from entering
the pitch,” league commit-
tee chairman and BFF's
senior vice president
Abdus Salam Murshedy
said. “If the National Sports
Council does notinstall the
fences, the BFF will install
itonitsownaccord.”

Replying to a query
about FIFA directives on
removing barbed wire fences
in a bid to ensure safety of the
spectators, Salam said, “For
security reason, we are going
to install barbed wire fences
but we will follow the
FIFA/AFC instruction during
any international matches
thatwillbestaged atthe BNS."

In an effort to avoid
dispute regarding match
officials, the committee
decided to finalise match
officials from a panel, just
halt-an-hour before the
start of any league match.

The committee also
referred the matter of the
crowd trouble to the BFF
Disciplinary Committee,
seeking their decision
within a week.

All to play for on final
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Indian captain Mahendra

Singh Dhoni kept shutiling
his bowlers in a bid to break
through the England
innings but the English
batsmen applied them-
selves well to keep the hosts
at bay, much to the disap-
pointment of a seizable

holiday crowd.
England were at a shaky

94 for three at one stage
with captain Alastair Cook
(13), Nick Compton (34)
and Kevin Pietersen (6)
back in the pavilion but
Trott and Bell ensured that
there were no further set-
backs with a defiant 67-run

partnership.
Trott was however a little

lucky as a confident appeal
for caught behind off Ishant
Sharmawas turned down by
umpire Kumar
Dharmasena, leading to
some heated words being
exchanged between Trott
andVirat Kohli after the over.
SCOREBOARD

ENGLAND: First innings 330 (Trott 44,
Pietersen 73, Root 73, Prior 57, Swann
56; Sharma 3-49, Chawla 4-69)

INDIA: First innings (overnight 297 for
8)

GambhircPrior b Anderson 37
Sehwag b Anderson 0
Pujara cBellbSwann 26
Tendulkarb Anderson 2
Kohlilbw b Swann 103
Dhoni run out (Cook) 99
Jadejalbw b Anderson 12
Ashwinnotout 2 9
ChawlabSwann 1
Ojhab Panesar 3
Sharmanotout 2
Extras: (b-5,1b-7) 12

Total: (For9wktsin 143 overs) 326
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-59, 3-64, 4-71, 5-
269, 6-288,7-295,8-297,9-317.

Bowler 0 M R W
Anderson 32 5 81 4
Bresnan 26 5 69 0
Panesar 52 15 81 1
Swann 31 10 76 3
Trott 1 0 2 0
Roaot 1 0 5 0
ENGLAND: Secondinnings

Cook c Dhonib Ashwin 13
Compton lbw b Ojha 34
Trottnotout 66
Pietersen b Jadeja 6
Bell notout 24
Extras: (b-8, Ib-6, nb-4) 18

Total: (For 3wktsin 79 overs) 161
To bat: Root, Prior, Bresnan, Swann,

Anderson, Panesar.
Fall of wickets: 1-48, 2-81, 3-94,

Bowler 0 M RW
Sharma 12 3 27 0
Ojha 23 10 39 1
Ashwin M 9 341

MacGill wants
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old doinglittle to douse the

speculation, recently say-
ing "absolutely no doubt”
he could bowl successfully

at'Testlevel again.
MacGill, who took 82 of

his 208 Test wickets playing
alongside Warne, said he
would pick him.

"lI'd play him," he told
Sydney's Sun-Herald.

"Should he be picked? If
any selector said he
shouldn't be picked, that
it's not in the best interests
of Australian cricket, I
laugh at them.

"I'm interested in
Australian cricket winning,.
Not in 10 or 15 years, but
every day.

"The bestway towinin 10
or 15yearsisforittobeonthe
tail end of a huge streak. You
pick your best team on any
given day and it ShaneWarne
isavailable, thenhe'sinit.”

Earlier this month,
Warne said that if
Australian skipper Michael
Clarke suggested his ser-
vices were needed tor the
Ashes campaign against
England next year, he
would give it some serious
thought.

Hilfenhaus
unlikely
to play

AFP, Hobart

Australia paceman Ben
Hiltenhaus has a side
strain and is not expected
to bowl again in the first
Hobart Test against Sri
Lanka, team phsyio Alex
Kountouris said on

Sunday.
The Tasmanian swing

bowler left the field after
delivering just two balls of
his 13th over in the
opening hour ot the third
day's play in Hobart and
later was taken to hospital

for scans.
Kountouris said

Hilfenhaus's injury was on
the mild side but he could
still miss the second Test,
starting in Melbourne on
Boxing Day.

"Ben's got a side injury.
It's a typical fast bowler's
injury where they get
these side strains,”

Kountouris said.
"It's not too bad at the

moment, but it's bad
enough for him not to
take the field and we'll see
what he's like tomorrow
in terms of his
participation in the
match, but it's looking
doubtful that he will bowl

again in the game."
Kountouris said the

side injury was not as
serious as the one that has
sidelined fellow paceman
James Pattinson for the

rest of the Test season.
"They're completely

different injuries, | call
them side strains because
they are in the same
region but they are
completely difterent
injuries,” he said.

Two crucial
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hand but we are not think-

ing about the opponents.
We will go there for full three
pointsandlam confidentthe
boys will be able to follow my
instructions in tOmMoOIrow's
(Monday) match,” said

Manikyesterday.
On the other hand,

Mohammedan are {flying
high after beating star-
studded Sheikh Russel and
looking forward to pull off
another victory against
Team BJMC, who last sea-
son held Mohammedan
twice in the league. The
match will start at 6:15pm
under the floodlights.

Siddikur

FROM PAGE 16
Siddikur over the four days

as he traded seven birdies
for adouble bogey to finish
the 2-million-dollar event
atarespectable position.
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SPORTS REPORTER

Three players shared the lead with maximum 5
points after the fifth round of the Shaheed
Muktijuddha Mufti Mohammad Kased
International Rating Chess Tournament, in the city
yesterday. They leaders are: GM Ziaur Rahman, GM
Abdullah Al Rakib, FM Sheikh Nasir Ahmed Club.
IM Minhazuddin Ahmed Sagar and Sohel
Chowdhury. Monir Hossain was in second position
with 4.5 points.

Khilgaon, Matuail in

Pioneer Leaguefinal

Khilgaon Football Academy and Matuail Udayan
Sangsad moved to the final of the Dhaka City
Corporation Pioneer Football League after beating
their respective semifinal opponents at the
Birshreshtha Shahid Mostata Kamal Stadium in

Kamalapur yesterday.
Khilgaon thrashed Nasrin Sporting Club 4-0 in

the first semfinal, thanks to a brace from Monjurul
Alam and one goal each from Mohammad Jhikon

and Alam Babu.
Matuail defeated Tangail Football Academy 2-0

in the second semifinal, with goals from Masud

Rana and Faisal Ahmed. The final will be held at the
same venue of Wednesday.

V-Day basketball

The semifinals and final of the Citycell Victory Day
3-on-3 Basketball Championship will be held at the
Dhanmondi Basketball Gymnasium today.
Dhumketu Club will take on Bangladesh Navy in
the first semifinal while Bangladesh Krira Shikkha
Protishthan will play against Border Guard
Bangladesh in the second semifinal. The winners
will face off in the final at the sdame venue later in
the day. Mehboob Chowdhury, chief executive
officer of Pacific Bangladesh Limited will present as
chief guest to distribute prized.
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Arron bids
sprinting
adieu

AFP, Paris

Former European 100
metres sprint champion
Christine Arron has
announced that she is
calling time on her career

at the age of 39.
The Guadeloupe-born

French runner was at her
best in 1998 when she ran
10.73 seconds to win the
European title in
Budapest in a European
record that stands to this
day.

Arron remained among
the top sprinters in the
world for most of the next
decade, taking third place
over 100 meters and 200
metres at the 2005 World
Championships, but her
only Olympic medals
came in the 4X100 metres
relay at the 2000 and 2004

Games.
Subsequent to that she

was often injured and she
said that as she was
pregnant for a second
time, she had decided to
draw the curtain on her

career.
"After 35 years (of

career), it's becoming
harder and harder to stay
fully fit,” she told the
Journal du Dimanche. "1
would have liked to
continue racing, but you
have to draw a line under
it one day.”

Ryan keeps breaking 'em

%Swimming

AFP. Istanbul

American star Ryan Lochte kept up his
phenomenal form at the world short
course championships on Saturday when
he set a world record 50.71 sec in the
men's 100m individual medley semi-
finals.

On Friday, the five-time Olympic cham-
pion broke the 200m individual medley
world record on his way to winning his
fourth gold of the championships.

He was already under world record
time by the end of the butterfly leg and he
continued to eat into it over the following
three laps.

Australia’s Kenneth To recorded the
second fastest time with 51.47 and George
Bovell of Trinidad and Tobago was third
with 51.66.

"I have the 200m backstroke final (be-
fore the 100m individual medley final)
on Sunday so I knew if I wanted any
shot at this record, it had to be
tonight,” said Lochte, who knocked
.05sec off the old mark set by Slovenia's
Peter Mankocin 2009.

"Il messed up in a couple of places
tonight so I know there is some room for
improvement.”

In the women's 200m individual med-
ley, China's Ye Shiwen attacked in the final
25m to win gold as she touched the wall in
2:04.64 to record a championship record

medleys.

1:04.05.

and win her first world short course gold
after having previously won three silver.
Katinka Hosszu of Hungary held on to

win silver with 2:04.72 for her fourth medal
of the championships, while Great
Britain's Hannah Miley overcame a slug-
gish first 150m to win bronze with 2:07.12

toadd to her 400m individual medley gold.
"I'm so happy I came in first today. It

feels so good," said 16-year-old Ye, who
stunned the sport at the Olympics when
she captured gold in the 200m and 400m

"l competed against Hosszu many
times in many events. This time she was
stronger than ever. But I thought for sure |
won't give up'. 1 had a chance to come
back because in the breaststroke she is not

so strong."
Ruta Meilutyte added the 100m breast-

stroke title to the 50m breaststroke gold
that she won earlier in the week as she
dominated the race to win with a new

championship record of 1:03.52.
Meilutyte quickly took the lead and was

under world record pace at the halfway
mark and while the 15-year-old was
unable to hold the pace in the second two
laps, there was little chance of her letting

the lead slip.
Alia Atkinson added the 100m breast-

stroke silver to the 50m breaststroke in
1:03.80, while Denmark's Rikke Moeller
Pedersen came home for bronze in
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