Siddikur
finishes
well

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh golfer
Siddikur Rahman finished
his Iskandar Johor Open
campaign in Malaysia
strongly as he surged to
joint 21st in the last round
yesterday after starting
the day on 59th. The rain-
affected event was cur-
tailed to a 54-stroke meet,
and Siddikur put in his
best performance in the
third and final round,
carding a five-under-par
67 for a cumulative score
of six-under-par 210.

While Siddikur surged
from just avoiding the cut
to respectability, Spain's
Sergio Garcia capped off a
splendid tournament with
an 11-under-par 61 to take
the title with an overall
score of 18-under-par 198,
three clear of USA's
Jonathan Moore in second
place and four clear of
Thailand's Thongchai
Jaidee in third.

It was by far the best
performance trom
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Arambagh KS's Nigerian striker Abu Oludotun Paul tries to get the ball under control before having a go at the Feni Soccer goal during their Grameenphone Bangladesh
Premier League match at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday. Paul's only goal decided the encounter.

Arambagh pip Feni
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Fences around
western gallery

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) decided
to install barbed wire
fences around the
Mohammedan gallery to
the Abahani gallery
(whole western gallery) at
the end of first phase of
the ongoing Bangladesh
Premier League following
crowd trouble during
Friday's match between
Abahani and Sheikh Jamal

Dhanmondi Club.
The decision was taken

at a meeting of the profes-
sional league committee
yesterday which reviewed
the incident which left
Sheikh Jamal's Nigerian
coach Joseph Afusi injured
and two BFF officials
assaulted by Abahani
supporters.

“Barbed wire fences
will be installed around
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All to play for on final day

England batted out the day without seem-
ing to be under any major discomfort.

| \J@l Cricket

McLaren in
for Parnell

CRICINFO, johannesburg

All-rounder Ryan McLaren
has been called in as a
replacement for Wayne
Parnell in South Africa's
Twenty20 squad that will
play New Zealand in a
three-match series start-
ing December 21. Parnell
has suffered a wrist injury
that has ruled him out for
two weeks.

SPORTS REPORTER

mm| Arambagh KS5S
sh | opened their
account in
“their third
match of the Grameenphone
Bangladesh Premier League as they
handed a 1-0 defeat to visitors Feni
Soccer Club at the Bangabandhu

National Stadium yesterday.
Nigerian hitman Abu Oludotun

Paul struck the decisive goal in the
89th minute to give Arambagh all
three points which put them on
joint fifth place alongside Sheikh
Russel, Team BJMC. Feni Soccer are
at the bottom of the table along with

Brothers Union following three con-

secutive defeats.
Most of the first half of yester-

day's match remained listless
before Arambagh's Ugandan
striker Idris Kasirye mustered the
first shot on target in the 40th min-
ute, but thanks to Feni goalkeeper
Al Amin, the first half remained

goalless.
Al Amin rescued his side again

ten minutes into the second half as
he confidently gripped a bicycle-
kick from Osundo Maurice. Feni
had the opportunity to break the
deadlock in the 80th minute when
striker Aminur Rahman Sajib found

Arambagh goalkeeper Mithun
Hasan in a one-on-one situation, but

his shotwent over the crosspiece.
When it seemed that the match

was heading for a draw,
Arambagh's Nigerian striker Paul
struck the crucial blow by heading
home a Nche Francis cross, with
one minute of regulation time
remaining.

Feni Soccer could have snatched
a point though had Sajib not
spurned another easy chance in
the stoppage time, but his failure
meant Feni stayed at the bottom of
the pile, staring relegation in the
face.

PTI, Nagpur

A desperate India's push for a series-
levelling win was met with dogged resis-
tance from England who rode on Jonathan
Trott's gritty half-century to overcome a
nervous phase as the fourth and final Test

seemed headed for adraw on Sunday.
India batted for one hour in the morn-

ing before declaring their first innings at
326 for nine, four runs behind England,
but could not make sufficient inroads as
England reached 161 for three at close of

an absorbing fourth day's play.
The hosts needed quick wickets but the

fourth day track at the VCA Stadium did
not show any signs of deterioration as

Trott (66) and lan Bell (24) were batting
at stumps, with England having an overall

lead ot 165 runs.
With just one day left in the game, a

draw appears to be the likely result though
all four outcomes -- an Indian win, England

win, tie and adraw -- can still be possible.
India will need to dismiss England as

quickly as possible on Monday and score
the required runs to entertain hopes of a
series-levelling win. England will be quite
content with a draw which would be
enough to give them their first Test series
triumph on Indian soil in 28 years. The
David Gower-led England team had last

wonaseriesin 1984-85.
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2
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Shaheed Jewel Xl batsman Shahriar Nafees sweeps the ball on way to scoring 107 against Shaheed Mushtaque Xl

during the Victory Day exhibition match at the Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium yesterday.
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Two crucial matches today

SPORTS REPORTER

] Two crucial
fixtures of the
Grameenphon
e Bangladesh
Premier League take place today at
the Bangabandhu National Stadium
with Sheikh Russel KC taking on last
season s runners-up Muktijoddha
Sangsad in the first match and
Mohammedan SC playing against

Team BJMC in the latter.
Federation Cup champions

Sheikh Russel, comprising nine
national players, got the first jolt in
their bid for the maiden professional
league title after sutfering a 3-1

defeat to Mohammedan in their
pervious match but they are looking
forward to winning the match
against Muktijoddha Sangsad, a side
they have beaten seven times in their
10 previous encounters in the league.

Despite the loss of 16 top players
at the end of last season,
Muktijoddha Sangsad reached the
Federation Cup semifinal and made
a good start in the league getting two
successive wins against Arambagh
and Brothers Union before suffering
first defeat against Sheikh Jamal in

their pervious match.
Considering the performance of

the opponents, Sheikh Russel coach
Maruful Haque feels Muktijoddha

hold the edge over his side, but none-
theless was looking forward to get-

ting the campaign kick-started.
“We could not perform as we were

expected to in the first two matches
and want to start the league afresh,”
said Maruf, who would certainly
welcome the return of winger Zahid
Hossain from suspension and

defender Mamun Mia from injury.
Muktijoddha coach Shatiqul

Islam Manik is confident of securing
full three points against Sheikh
Russel and is likely to bring change in
formation after losing to Sheikh

Jamalin thelastmatch.
“The opponents have the upper
SEE PAGE 17 COL 5

V-Day cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

Shaheed Mushtaque XI
beat Shaheed Jewel XI by
four wickets to win the
Victory Day exhibition
match, which took place
at the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium, yesterday. The
traditional cricket match,
which first took place in
1972, is organised every
year in memory of the
Liberation War martyrs
Shaheed Abdul Halim
Chowdhury Jewel and
Shaheed Mushtaque

Ahmed.
Shaheed Jewel's

Shahriar Nafees, who
scored 107, was adjudged
player of the match. His
century helped his side
finish on 229 for 6 in 40
overs. In reply, Shaheed
Mushtaque XI rode on
Anamul Haque's 95 and
Mominul Haque's 44 as
they chased down the
total with four wickets and
4.1 overs remaining.

MacGill wants
Warne back

AFP, Sydney

Former Australian leg
spinner Stuart MacGill has
backed a return to the Test
team for Shane Warne,
saying he is good enough
but needs to prove he has
the stamina to cope with

the five-day game.
A dearth of top-quality

spinners has fuelled a
campaign to bring back

Warne, with the 43-year-
SEE PAGE 17 COL 4
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