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Editor's Note Cpr“ng a ﬂatl()ﬂ

As every year, this year too we are
commemorating the loss of the most
brilliant of our journalists, academics,

DR RAFIQUL ISLAM

educationists, humanists and social N 1971 the peace committees was submerged in water. The leave Dhaka even after they were  humanity were committed for
workers. All of them were luminaries of W_ETE 39}_“F‘ irfff repress _“15‘ El‘ﬂ- dead. bodies were left to be eaten repeau?-dly warned by the which nobody h;:_ls he.en tried }f{.i‘l..
intell | fi N Liberation War Bengalis. Added to by dogs and vultures and had Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendro. Although the university authori-
our intellectual firmament. [hey were this problem were the Razaakars  been rotten and disfigured in [ was asked the same question  ties were forced to take action
victims of a planned elimination thi‘ were composed of the Ben- such a manner that it was not by Justice Abu Syed Chowdhury,  against a few teachers and stalff,
strategy chalked up by the Pakistani 531‘ black sheep. The f—';l—{%hams Pﬂﬂﬂi_hlﬂ to identify the hfﬂdiES of  after his return from London, at they were subsequently rehabili-
: : flf_'-'d E1P':AF were composed of the  Munier Chowdhury, Mofazzal the Hatirpool residence of Profes- tated by the court or through
DCC‘UanDﬂ forces, and carried out by Biharis. And that WasnoL all, Ha_ider ﬂhﬂWd_}mf}’r SFﬂhifill”iih sor Munier Chowdhury. I tried to  political influence.
their cohorts, the Razakaars and Al- secret death squads “1:“'3' lhe‘ Al- Kﬂlﬂerf etc. Whlll"ﬂ looking %ﬂ'f make them understand that these The killing of the intellectuals
Badars on the eve of our victory in Badr were also set up in wh?ch Shahidullah Kaiser after libera- intellectuals were not living in hiad Teft such anindeliblemark
1971 _Iih o q . o tlriere were many Dhaka Univer- tion, Zaheer Raihan disappeared their own residences during the on our minds, particularly on the
e | E'iﬂ wWas t'f:' eprﬁwe [ E sity (DU) strudents also. These from the Mirpur area. closing stages of the war. All of teachers and students of the Ben-
newly emerging nation of its brain and L M A M We came to know about the them were hiding, yet they were ~ gali Department, that for us the
its soul. EE;:?;QE SE;:;[E'E;[;‘;!? Zf”j win_ e k[‘l”‘“ﬁ f’vfﬁld lﬂﬂgda““ found out and picked up by the ~ most important task was to pre-
. b e S ndependence. And it was done killers. This could not have been ~ serve the memory of the martyred
Those we lost during those fateful days I-w:rﬁu[ng for _m;e_ nbsra;uin of lhed tallE e And s
of 1971 cannot be replaced nor their and.irom within 1he beleaguere thoughts we had buried our col-
o b ; , country, and handed that list over TI ’Al B l > " - bl to H tl J leagues killed in Mirpur beside
contributions to the nation replicated to Major General Rao Farman Ali e Al-baal Was COmparaoie to oiiers maeee = o A
: ! S i ) 1e university mosque. The initia-
in full measure. These were men and The Al-Badr had secretly picked — fgscist Nazi Gestapo or an SS force, tive to observe December 14 as
women who had been associated with up these intellectuals towards the C g .. . Martyred Intellectuals Day every
R R A B e e HE e VR end of the War. These people were  WH0S€ job it was to eliminate the Jewish  year was taken by the Bengali
es rggg e Tor the rights G = first taken to the torture chamber . ll l = ] b F— Department of Dhaka University.
Bengalis from the very seminal stages at mmmmmidpm}phymm {'mm- intellectuals. The Liberation War of Afd fioit December1a, 1972 the
ing Centre where they were bru- : . . e772 - s .-
of our freedom struggle soon after tally tortured. Later, theywere  BANgladesh commenced with the killing {-E:“E;;ngfi“['?;;‘ﬁfjﬂfﬁlﬁf‘;’uﬁ
1947, when our rights were trampled taken to the killing grounds in :
by the might of a cruel and callous Riyse BerRAraRaMDE of the teachers of DU, and authors and T s
: - . : - eside the mosque and at
regime uncaring to the rightful The Al-Badr was comparable to  joyrnalists. It is to be noted that it also Jagannath Hall, and also at
9 9 9 Hitler's fascist Nazi Gestapo or an Mi d Moh d kill
i 3 FIL AL e _ od ) o Mirpur and Mohammadpur kill-
demands of the majority people of the ss force, whose job it was to elim-  epided with the brutal killings of DU |5 Fldicia Whs startad, T panirl
country. It is for the succeeding inate the Jewish intellectuals. The , . bution of Dhaka University to the
u - X £ . > r : : : : 3
generations to learn from the lives of LlheralmnWar.nf BaIlg!E(.JEhh teachers and the COHHtry S leadmg Liberation war of Bangladesh is
‘ o commenced with the killing of G . . indeed glorious.
these pEDDiE and draw INnspiration from the teachers of DU, and authors ﬂuthﬂf Sy jﬂurﬂ-ﬂ-llStS, dOEtOFS, E.’I’I-glnﬁ'ers During the time of the first
their sacrifices, and emulate their works ﬂlndj_ﬂful‘ﬂ_ﬂliﬂﬁ-ﬁ “ l;?' h;‘ ﬂlmEC}I and teachers. tenure of Sheikh Hasina's govern-
as much as possible. Lll‘i“ it a S;J[?[I; € "';';“ Lt Ed“:m ment an appropriate monument
. : . llings o teéachers and the was built at the Rayer Bazaar
On this very painful day, while we pay country's leadl_ng authors, jour- ot the telp ok imeiiver ot ossible by a foreien armv if their  Buddhijibi graveyard as a memo-
h h d nalists, doctors, engineers and P ’ 5 ? : :
our homage to the martyre Leach:.c:'rs b EPRTC, whose bus was used to colleagues, neighbours and stu- rial to the martyred intellectuals.
intellectuals we would also like to Dead bodies of many of those  ¢a7TY the intellectuals to the kill-  dents were not behind this. But regrettably, exceptfor
CGHUE}’ Our heartfeh: Sympathleg tO who were killed in RH}"E‘I' Bazaar lﬂg gfl‘]l.l['ld. A p‘DliEE DSP hElI}Ed Is it iIlCﬂHlI)[EhEHS“]l‘E‘ that F.Ei{ﬂ'll:lhﬁl' 14 ﬂ[_ Er?rf }[I:I-Eﬂr this d
' i . . - s ‘o listoric memorial is left uncare
their families who have had to bear the could not be identified. Those e i i Bl - e and unattended for the rest of the
that were killed in Mirpur and to Dhaka from a village in Tangail. opinion, those of us who were our 964 dave
loss personally, a loss that can never be buried in mass graves were later L€ driver then helped identify colleagues, neighbours or stu- o pfﬂéﬂn t ihi rartyied tntel
made up, a sorrow that cannot be identified and re-buried next to ~ these dead bodies. They were dents would.secrely And oWty e csnalrsiiomsl buflt innisatory
forgotten the Dhaka University mosque. buried after performing postmor-  hiding place and pass it on to of the brightest sons of the soil is
g _ - . Rayer Bazaar was then an inun- tem and the religious rites. After Major General Rao Farman Ali heing uﬁjj for ail kiknds of ahnti— ’
' ils Suppement we puli-i e dated area because there was no ~ the Namaz-e-ZanazaIwas asked  through the Academy of Pakistan social activities. This is a disgrace
i- “ti y a very agitated Tajuddin Studies? : o
collection of articles some of which are flood-protection embankment. by y agitated Tajuddin d N
S Those intellectuals who were Ahmed, the Prime Minister of [t is unbelievable but true that
' | killed on 14 December, 1971 were  Mujib Nagar government, as to between March 25 and December  the writer is Professor Emeritus,
accounts chmlleag ues and friends and left in a derelict brickfield that why these intellectuals did not 16, 1971, such crimes against University of Liberal Arts.

very close relatives which shed light on
. 3_3 the persona and the qualities of some
4 of those we lost on this day forty-one
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