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Split widens in divided Egypt .icioec £ITATES

Opposition ups ante, urges 'no’ vote; military postpones unity talks

AFP, Cairo

A controversial referendum on a new constitu-
tion in Egypt due to start Saturday looks set to
further split the country after the opposition
called for a 'no’ vote and imposed conditions
that could yet resultin its boycott.

Egypt's powerful army called off a national
"unity” meeting between President Mohamed
Morsi and opposition leaders that was sched-
uled yesterday because responses from both
sides "were not at the level wished for.”

The dialogue has been pushed back to an
unspecified "later date,” according to a state-
ment on the military's official Facebook page.

The opposition National Salvation Front

yesterday finally responded by urging its sup-

porters to vote 'no' -- but also warning it could
call a last-minute boycott if Morsi's government
failed to meet tough conditions.

It demanded, though, that the referendum
take place on a single day, and that judges and
independent foreign monitors watch over it.

Those conditions appeared nearly impossi-
ble for Morsi to meet, and made Saturday's vote

unpredictable.

Morsi has brushed aside all opposition

CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM

An Egyptian woman votes on a draft constitution
at the Egyptian embassy in Jordan yesterday.

demands to halt the referendum on the consti-
tution, which was drafted by a panel dominated
by his Islamist allies and rushed through under
near-absolute powers he gave up only last week-
end after big protests.

But many judges are refusing to oversee the
vote, forcing Morsi to order the plebiscite to be
split over two days, on Saturday and a week later,
on December 22, to meet voting rules.

Saturday will see voters in 10 governorates
called to polling stations, including in the two

referendum.

tainty.”

biggest cities of Cairo and Alexandria. On
December 22 it will be the turn of Giza, Port Said,

Luxorand 14 otherregions.
Egyptians abroad started early voting yester-

day in embassies abroad, the official MENA

news agency reported.
The president has ordered the army to secure

state institutions, giving them police powers up
a totheresults of the referendum.
< Three weeks of protests -- including violent
O clashes between Morsi's supporters and oppo-
g nents last week that killed eight people and
wounded hundreds -- have failed to sway Morsi
and his Muslim Brotherhood from holding the

Michael Wahid Hanna, a political analyst at
US think-tank The Century Foundation, told
AFP that, given the Muslim Brotherhood's
proven ability to mobilise grassroots support,
the odds were good that the referendum would
pass, although it was not "an absolute cer-

This may potentially aggravate the crisis.
The military has already said it fears the Arab

world's most populous country is headed for a
disastrous "dark tunnel” unless the two sides talk.
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Mandela making progress

AFP, Jjohannesburg

Almost half of Gujarat
would exercise their fran-
chise tomorrow for 87
seats in the first phase of
the 182-member Gujarat
Assembly elections where
1.81 crore voters will
decide the fate of 846
candidates.

For this phase, BJP has
fielded candidates on all

Nelson Mandela is making progress and doctors
are happy with his response to treatment for a
lung infection, the South African government

said yesterday.
"Doctors attending to former president

Mandela have reported that he has made prog-
ress during the past 24 hours and they are satis-
fied with the way he is responding to treatment,”

87 seats going to the poll, it said in a statement.

whirors Conigreas.iscon: Chavez cancersurgerysuccessful
testing on 84 and Gujarat

Parivartan Party on 83. AFP, Caracas

Apart from these three
major parties, there are
total 26 political parties
and 383 independents in
the fray, which include
BJP rebel and sitting MLA
Kanubhai Kalsaria, who
has formed a new forum -
Sadbhavna Manch - and
fielded six candidates.

Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, an ailing icon
of the Latin American left, was recovering after a
successtul cancer operation in Cuba, his vice presi-

dent and chosen successorsaid Tuesday.

A visibly moved Nicolas Maduro, to whom
Chavez delegated power before undergoing a
fourth round of cancer surgery in Havana, said
Chavez would shortly begin a "post-operative
phase” thatwouldlastseveral days.

Putin warns

against
foreign
meddling

AFP, Moscow

President Vladimir Putin
yesterday denounced
opponents who receive
financial assistance from
abroad and vowed that
Russia would not allow
democracy to be imposed
from the outside.

Putin said in his first
annual state-of-the-
nation address since he
returned to the Kremlin
for a third term that it
should be illegal for any-
one who receives money
from abroad to be a politi-
cian in Russia.

In a speech also aimed
at reasserting Russia's
post-Soviet power and
prosperity, he also
encouraged Russian fami-
lies to have a third child to

reverse its long term demo-

graphic decline.

"People who receive
money from abroad for
their political activities --
most likely serving foreign
national interests -- can-
not be politicians in the
Russian Federation.”

Putin also said parlia-
ment should introduce
legislation to "limit the
rights" of officials and
politicians to have foreign

bank accounts and shares.
Russia earlier this year

expelled US development
agency USAID on the
grounds it was funding
pro-democracy projects.

Blasts hit Syrian

Interior ministry
7 killed, 50 injured

AFP, Damascus

Explosions outside the Syrian interior ministry, including
a car bomb, killed seven people and wounded 50 others

yesterday, a security ofticial said.

Interior Minister Mohammad al-Shaar and other top
ranking officials escaped unharmed, state television

reported.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said 25

people were killed and wounded.

The adjacent building housing the Egyptian embassy
was also hit, Egypt's ofticial MENA news agency

reported.

Meanwhile, more than 125 civilians from President
Bashar al-Assad’'s minority sect were reported killed

Tuesday.

"Between 125 and 150 people were killed or hurt by
gunshots and explosions in the village of Aqrab,” The

Syrian Observatory for Human Rights told AFP.

Several bombings have struck Damascus since an
uprising against President Bashar al-Assad'srule erupted

in March lastyear, among them suicide attacks.

Israeli forces
kill Palestinian
in West Bank

AFP, Jerusalem

[sraeli border guards ves-
terday shot dead a
Palestinian teenager
armed with a pistol in the
West Bank city of Hebron,
sparking stone-throwing
attacks on troops in the
area, police and witnesses

said.
"A Palestinian bran-

dished a pistol as he
approached a post of bor-
der guards, who opened
fire and killed him," a

police spokeswoman said.
Palestinian sources

named the gunman as
Mohammed Ziad Salaima,
aged 16, and witnesses said
that Palestinians began
throwing stones at Israeli
troopsin the area following
his death.

Pak leaders' tax evasion

records unmasked

Asif Ali Zardari did not file a
tax return in 2011 and nei-
ther did 34 of the 55 cabinet
members
Interior Minister Rehman

Malik.

AFP, Islamabad

More than 60 percent of
Pakistan's cabinet and two
thirds ofits federal lawmak-
ers paid no tax last vyear,
according to a report
released yesterday on tax
evasion among the coun-

try's political leaders.

The study entitled "Rep-
resentation without
Taxation” by investigative
journalist Umar Cheema takes Pakistan's
elected leaders to task tor paying little or
no tax despite an estimated average net

wealth of $882,000.

"The problem starts at the top. Those
who make revenue policies, run the gov-
ernment and collect taxes, have not been
able to set good examples for others,” said
the report, likely to increase pressure on

Pakistan to implement tax reform.
According to the findings, President

Pakistani journalist Umar

Cheema with his report.

including

Of the 20 cabinet minis-

?ters who did pay, most
gmade only negligible con-
T tributions, including Prime
Minister Raja Pervez Ashrat,
with 142,536 rupees
($1,466)
Minister Hina Rabbani Khar with 69,619
rupees (5716).
Among all the lawmakers in the upper

and Foreign

and lower houses of the federal parlia-

the report.

ment, 67 percent failed to file tax returns
in 2011; 28 percent did and five percent
were not possible to verity, according to

It also found that 78 members of parlia-
ment are still not registered with a
national taxation number.

Major boost for Syrian opposition

FROM PAGE 20
coalition warned Assad

against using chemical
weapons and called on the
Alawite minority to launch
a campaign of civil disobe-
dience against Assad.

"Participants acknowl-
edge the National Coalition
as the legitimate represen-
tative of the Syrian people
and the umbrella organisa-
tion under which the Syrian
opposition are gathering,”
said a draft declaration of
the meeting obtained by
Reuters.

The gathering brings
together many Western
and Arab nations opposed
to Assad, whose family has
ruled Syria for 42 years. But
it excludes Russia, China
and Iran, which have
backed Assad or blocked
etforts to tighten interna-
tional pressure on him.

"Bashar al-Assad has
lost legitimacy and should
stand aside to allow a sus-
tainable political transi-
tion," said the text.

Referring to Western
intelligence reports sug-
gesting Assad might use
chemical and biological
weapons, it said "any use of
chemical weapons in Syria
would be abhorrent and
that this would draw a seri-
ous response from the
international community".

Participants announced
the creation of a relief fund
"to support the Syrian
people”, calling on states
and organisations to make
contributions to the fund.

British Foreign
Secretary William Hague,
attending the talks, said: "
... in the United Kingdom
we do not rule out any
option to save lives. The

Assad regime should not
doubt our resolve, or mis-
calculate how we would
react to any use of chemi-
cal or biological weapons
against the Syrian people.”

The draft text called on
the UN Security Council,
which has been paralysed
by the major powers' dis-
agreements over Syria, to
come up with "a meaning-
ful and robust response” to
the crisis and urged coun-
tries that support Assad to
"reconsider their posi-

tions".
Although the text made

no explicit commitment to
arm the rebels, a diplomat
following the talks said
participants agreed on "the
legitimate need of the
Syrian people to defend
itselfagainst the violent and

brutalregime of Assad".
Another diplomat said

Western powers did not
rule out supplying arms to
rebel units in the future,
but would want assur-
ances about where the
weaponswould flow.
France said at the talks it
was not ready to supply
arms. For now we have
decided not to move on
this," French Foreign
Minister Laurent Fabius

told reporters in Morocco.
Western otticials are due

to meet commanders of a
newly formed rebel mili-
tary command in Turkey
next week.

Fighting is moving
closer to Assad's residence
in Damascus, and early
yesterday government
forces fired artillery and
rockets at southwestern
suburb of the capital adja-
cent to the Mezzah military
airport, activists said.

India frees Pakistani after 20 years

AFP, New Delhi

India's top court yesterday quashed the murder
conviction of an 82-year-old Pakistani who spent
20 years in jail, allowing him to return home in a

move likely to help diplomatic ties.
Khalil Chisti, a microbiologist, was arrested

and charged with murder in 1992 after a brawl in
the western Indian city of Ajmer which he was
visiting for a tamily wedding. He was convicted in
2010 byalocal court and given a life sentence.

India tests nuke-capable missile

IANS, Bhubaneswar

A manwatchesa TV creén broadcasting news on North
Korea's rocket launch in Seoul yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

N Korea fires rocket
defying world

AFP, Seoul

India yesterday carried out a successtul test of its
nuclear-capable surface-to-surface Agni-1 missile

from a military base in Odisha, an official said.
The intermediate-range ballistic missile,

which can strike a target 700 km away, was tested
from a facility on Wheeler Island near Dhamra in
Bhadrak district, 170 km from here.

Singapore speaker resigns in sex row

AFP, Singapore

North Korea launched a long-range rocket yesterday,
days before its young ruler marks 12 months in power,
intensifying the threat posed by the nuclear-armed state
and provoking global condemnation.

Pyongyang put the timing of the launch at 9:49am and
said the satellite was deployed in orbit nearly 10 minutes
later.

The United States and its allies were infuriated and
even China expressed "regret” at the successful launch by
its wayward communist ally -- while also calling on all
sides to avoid "stoking the flames”".

Russia labelled Pyongyang's defiance of UN resolu-
tions "unacceptable” and warned the launch would
have a "negative effect” on regional stability, while the
European Union threatened new sanctions.

The launch triggered plans for an emergency session
of the UN Security Council, which has imposed round
after round of sanctions against North Korea over its
ballistic missile and nuclear programmes, to little avail.

North Korea insisted the mission was not a banned
inter-continental missile test but was designed to place a

Singapore's parliamentary Speaker yesterday
announced his resignation after contessing he had
an extramarital atfair with a community worker,

setting off a fresh sexscandal in the city-state.
Michael Palmer, 44, a married father of one

who was only sworn in as Speaker in October
2011, also quit his seat in parliament and mem-
bership of the ruling People’'s Action Party (PAP).

Papal blessings on Twetter

REUTERS, Vatican City

After weeks of
anticipation,
Pope Benedict

scientific satellite in orbit, and said it had achieved all its sent his first "twr:et
e yesterday. "Dear

objectives. :
friends, I am

"The satellite has entered the orbit as planned,”
Pyongyang's Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) said in
astatementrepeated later in a triumphant special broad-
cast on state television.

The US military said the launch appeared to have
successtully putan object in orbit.

Masao Okonogi, a professor of Korean politics at Keio
University in Japan, said the launch would thrust North Korea
close to the top of Washington's national security agenda as
President Barack Obama prepares forasecond term.

pleased to get in
touch with you
through Twitter. Thank you foryour generousresponse. [
blessallofyoufrommyheart.”
Since the pope last week announced that he
would start tweeting under his official Latin title
. @pontifex, more than 683,000 people have regis-
. tered to follow his main accountin English. y |
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NoRTH SouTH UNIVERSITY

The First Private University in Bangladesh

Department of Environmental Science & Management (DESM)

Pioneer in Bangladesh in providing environmental education

Environment is a major challenge of the 21st century. More enviornmental professionals are
needed both nationally and internationally to address the ever-increasing environmental degradation
and pollution including climate change issues

Master in Resource and Environmental Management (MREM) E

UNIVERSITY
OF MANITOBRA

« Offered in partnership with University of Manitoba, Canada.
- Evening/weekend classes. 39 cr. hr. with provision of course exemption for deserving students.

« Flexible options of selecting courses from environmental and resource economics, science and
engineering, governance and sustainable development disciplines.

« Outstanding faculty profile: PhD from internationally reputed universities with interdisciplinary
background.

+ Growing job opportunities with national/international environmental and development agencies
NGOs, corporate bodies and industries.
+ Financial support in the form of tuition fee waiver and scope to work as Graduate Assistant (GA).

Admission Requirements
4-year Bachelor degree or Master degree in any discipline.
Experience in environment field a plus. Special arrangement of admission for foreign students.

Application Deadline: 27 December 2012
Admission test: 28 December 2012, Friday.

Contact Information
DESM, North South University, Bashundhara, Dhaka 1229.

Tel: 88028852000, ext. 2201, 2202, 2059, 01817640355 (DESM). 01611769262
E-mail: mrem@northsouth.edu, sirajul@northsouth.edu or visit our website: http://www.desmnsu.org




