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Hartal from 6am to 2pm today
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and urged people to make

today's hartal a success.
The main opposition
also warned the ruling
party leaders of “public
curfew”, and said it should
not be long when the minis-
ters would not be able to go
outside their homes.
“People will siege the
houses of ministers and
ruling party leaders,” said
Tariqul Islam, coordinator
of the opposition's agita-
tion programmes, at a press
briefing in BNP central
office in the capital's

Nayapaltan area.
He also claimed that the

government had filed the
case against Fakhrul using
fake signature of a city
corporation driver, who
was on leave during
Tuesday's hartal.

At least eight vehicles
were set ablaze in the capital
last night ahead of today's
hartal. One of the vehicles
was a bus that used to ferry
policemen. [t was torched at
Bangla Motor intersection.

Several homemade bombs
also went off in Dhaka last
night.

Home Minister
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
has meanwhile vowed to
resist the shutdown.

“Those who are enforcing
hartal and blockade are the
nation's enemy. Khaleda Zia
and her allies are doing these
only to protect the war crimi-
nals,” said the home minister
while addressing a programme
on Bangabandhu Avenue
yesterday.

Meanwhile, the

Thakurgaon district BNP
yvesterday enforced a six-
hour hartal demanding
release of Mirza Fakhrul,
who was arrested on
Monday and sent to
Kashimpur jail yesterday.
Local units of the party also
brought out processions in
many districts protesting
the arrest.

In Barisal, at least 30
people including an assis-
tant police commissioner
and five cops were injured in
a clash between police and

pro-hartal activists yester-
day around 4:30pm, reports

our correspondent.
Police charged batons,

lobbed teargas canisters and
fired rubber bullets to dis-
perse the activists. At least
four BNP activists were
arrested from the spot.

In Mymensingh, at least
15 people were injured as
the supporters of the oppo-
sition alliance clashed with
police in the town yesterday
evening.

The clash had erupted
around 5:30pm when police
blocked a pro-hartal proces-
sion in front of Mymensingh
Zila School, reports our
district correspondent quot-

ing Officer-in-Charge (OC) of

Kotwali Police Station Abu
Fazlul Karim.

The opposition activists
retaliated by pelting the
police with brick chips
prompting the law enforcers
to use teargas and fire rub-
ber bullets, said the OC,
adding that they had picked

up six people from the spot.
Meanwhile, drivers and
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Conference Centre in the

capital.

Garment workers are
poorly paid, earning as low
as $37 a month, though
they helped bring home
$19 billion in apparel
exports last year, about 80
percent of Bangladesh's
total earning from over-
seas markets.

The prime minister said
the garment sector is con-
tributing a lot to the econ-
omy and also creating jobs.
“You [factory owners| are
also making good money,”
she said.

About 40 lakh workers,
60 percent of them
women, are employed in
5,000 garment factories in
the country, said Hasina.

She said the govern-
ment provides factory
owners with duty and tax
benefits. Industrial police
has also been constituted
for protecting the sector.

Hasina urged the owners
to grab the opportunity
available on the global
apparel market, as the pull-

We should not miss the
opportunity,” she said.

The prime minister also
talked about sabotage -- a
matter she recently raised
after the blaze that killed at
least 112 people, mostly
workers, at Tazreen
Fashions last month.

Hasina said she believes
a worker cannot set alight
or damage the factory
where he is employed, as it
provides him aliving.

She called upon the
owners to stay alert about
the “behind-the-scenes
games against Bangladesh
as it is pertorming well in
the RMG sector.

Hasina said her govern-
ment has empowered
Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association

(BGMEA), the organiser of

the event, to issue the
“Country of Origin” certifi-
cate. The government is
ready to give the associa-
tion more responsibilities
provided that it enhances
its capacity.

LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Syed Ashraful
Islam sharply criticised US
Ambassador Dan W
Mozena for pushing
Bangladesh to allow trade

unionsin RMGfactories.
“One ambassador of a

powertul country often advo-
cates for allowing trade
unions in factories. He does-
n'tevenlook athisown coun-
try,’ he said in an oblique
reterence to Mozena.

Without mentioning the
ambassador's name, Syed
Ashraf, also general secre-
tary of the ruling Awami
League, said the US envoy
should first look at his own
country before frequently
advising Bangladesh on
trade unionism.

The minister said 26 of

the 52 US states do not allow
workers to set up unions. He
asked the ambassador to
establish trade unions in his
country first.

He, however, acknowl-
edged that it's a constitu-
tional right of the workers
to form trade unions.

cleaners of Dhaka City
Corporation are reluctant to
work during hartal hours
fearing attack and assault by

the pro-hartal activists.
“Garbage trucks are

being vandalised while
drivers are assaulted during
political programmes. The
city service might be ham-
pered if this trend contin-
ues, said Dhaka South City
Corporation in a press

release.
The corporation urged

all to cooperate to ensure
uninterrupted city service.
BNP LAMBASTS HANIF
The main opposition yes-
terday censured ruling
Awami League leader
Mahbubul Alam Hanif for
his comment that BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia
would also be arrested and
brought under trial.

“Think of your [Hanif]
own protection. The people
will bring you all under trial
for corruption, killing and

violence,” said Tariqul
[slam, also a senior mem-
ber of the BNP standing
committee.

He said, “Hanif was a
shrimp trader and the vice
president of Bheramara
upazila Awami League. He
was promoted as the joint
general secretary of the
party as he is a relative to
the prime minister and now
he is threatening Khaleda
Zia. People will track him
down and give him a good

lesson.”
Meanwhile, Rahat Ara

Begum, wife of Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir,
yvesterday demanded
release of her husband
saying the government had
arrested him only to make
the situation worse.

She was talking to jour-
nalists on the Kashimpur
jail premises.

Meanwhile, Khaleda

addressing the leaders of
Muktijoddha

Gonoparishad at her
Gulshan office said, "This
government has failed and
is incompetent. The coun-
try will be destroyed if we
fail to oust the government
from power.”

At least 90 members of

the organisation formally
joined the BNP yesterday.

Referring to the killing of

Biswajit Das by Chhatra
League activists, the BNP
chairperson said, "You have
witnessed the way Biswajit
has been murdered in pub-
lic, but the killers are still at
large. The Awami League is
conducting the killings and
filing [false] cases against
opposition activists."
Tailoring shop owner
Biswajit was beaten and
hacked to death by Chhatra
League activists in the
capital on Sunday during
the BNP-led opposition-
sponsored countrywide
road blockade programme.

Water Crisis
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Khan, managing director of

Dhaka Water Supply and
Sewerage Authority (Wasa),
told a press conference at

Wasa Bhaban yesterday.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina is expected to
launch the production in

the plant's new phase today.
With the commissioning

of the new phase, Dhaka
Wasa's daily water supply
capacity willincrease to 242
crore litres and depend-
ency on groundwater will
come down to 78 percent
from 87 percent, men-

tioned Tagsem.
Dhaka Wasa currently

has 632 deep tube wells.
The underground water
table is depleting alarm-
ingly in the capital every
year as most of the city's
225 crore litre demand is

met by underground water.
The MD said they have a

plan to reduce the depend-
ency on groundwater to 30

percent by 2021.
To achieve the target,

construction of three more
water treatment plants is
underway.

The plants are Padma-
Jasholdi treatment plant
with a capacity of 45 crore
litre, Sayedabad phase-III
treatment plant with a
capacity of 45 crore litre
and Khilkhet water treat-
ment plant with a capacity
ot 50 crore litre per day.

[AEA to visit
[ran today

AFP, Vienna

The UN atomic agency's
chief inspector said he
hopes Iran will grant his
team access to the Parchin
military base during talks
inTehran today.

IAEA says it has evi-
dence suggesting Iran
conducted explosives
research at Parchin.

Low prices, plant
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offices of the Council on

Foreign Relations.
“This is not a price dis-

cussion,” Duke said. “This
is just a case if a factory is
not going to operate with
high standards then we
will not purchase from that
factory, and there's no

discussion about price,”
Duke said.
A fire at a Bangladesh

factory that made clothes
for Wal- Mart killed more
than a hundred people last
month, prompting labour-
rights groups to call for the
world's largest retailer and
other Western companies
to do more to make gar-
ment factories sater. Wal-
Mart said the factory was

not authorised to make its
clothes and fired a supplier
thatwas usingit.

In a wide-ranging con-
versation that covered
everything from wages
paid to workers in US
stores to questions about
the retailer's e-commerce,
Duke said his company
faces high expectations
from the public because of
its size. Duke also took
questions from the audi-
ence at the event.

LATEST CHALLENGE

The Bangladesh fire was
just the latest challenge
ftaced by Wal-Mart over-
seas. Earlier this year, the
US Justice Department
and the Securities and
Exchange Commission

safety compatible

began investigating possi-
ble violations of the
Foreign Corrupt Practices
Act at Wal-Mart's Mexico
unit., Meanwhile, at home,
union-backed protesters
demanding better pay and
benetits have picketed the

company's US stores.
On the Mexico probes,

Duke said the company
“will take appropriate
action upon the conclu-
sion of this investigation.”
“"We use every experience
like this to try to be a better

company, Duke said.
In response, Wal-Mart

has spent $30 million
revamping its corporate
structure. It's also investi-
gating its operations in
Brazil, China and India for

possible violations.
The retailer has seen its

stock surpass $70 this year
for the first time ever after
sales improved in the US,
its largest market. Duke
and Bill Simon, head ot
Wal-Mart US, have
changed course by return-
ing thousands of items to
stores that had been
removed and invested in
cutting prices to reinforce
its slogan of “Save Money.
Live Better.”
E-COMMERCE REGRETS
Duke has been reducing
prices to lure US shoppers
who are still sutfering amid
sluggish economic growth
and high unemployment.
Discount chains such as
Dollar General Corp. (DG)

and Dollar Tree Inc. (DLTR)
have attracted some of
those customers with
smaller-format stores that
allow for quicker trips and

byadding food items.
Asked about his regrets,

Duke said he wished the
company had been more
aggressive in e-commerce,
where it has faced increas-
ing competition from
online retailers such as

Amazon.com Inc.
“We should've moved

faster,” said Duke, who has
been in the job for almost

four years.
Wal-Mart fell 1.8 per-

cent to $70.89 at the close
in New York yesterday. The
shares have gained 19
percent this year.
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Invitation for Tender

Sealed quotation are invited from the inter-

Social Development Foundation (SDF)

“Z" House, 6/6 - Block- F, Lalmatia, Mohammadpur,

Dhaka-1207, Eangladesh

IFT No.: SDF/Proc./Bi-CyclelG 20.1(ENJ)2012/1264

Invitation for Re-Tenders

For procurement of 720 Bi- Cycles

Date: 11112/2012
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- Selling Tender Document (Principal)

- Selling Tender Document (Others)

- Receiving Tender Document

- Opening Tender Document

Place | Date | Time of Pre-Tender

Time : 11:00 a.m,

As defined in Tender Data Sheet of Bidding Document.
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