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Fakhrul sent to jail

FROMPALGE 1

remand each in a case fled
for explieding cocktails and
preventing palice [rom
discharging duties in Paltan
are during Sunday’s road
bk ade.

The oppasttion alliance
has annoonced o enforce
an eight-hoor hartal friom
:Mlam an Thursday if the
rovernment does nal
release hirsa Fakhrul by
Ty

BNF standing committes
member ME Anwar made
the announcement an
hehalf of the allinnce vester:
clay evening at a press brief
ing in the party's central
affice in Mayapalian. Pany
ieaders Sadegue Hossain
Khoka and Abduollah AL
Noman, amang pthers, were
presend there.

The oppasition alliance
will also stape demonsira
tbnnes in all npazilas, munici
palities and districes 1oday
The Thakurgaon unit BMNP
will nhserve a hall-day hartal
|from G:0dkam. to E2500 neos|
today in the district (o press
for Fakhoul's release.

Later in the evening.
party sianding commitbes
member Tarigul Islam was
made coordinater of the
ongoing agitation
programmes. The decision
came at 1 meeting bepween
party chief Ehaleda £ia and
senior BNP leaders at her
Ciulshan office in the capital.

Meanwhile, yesterday's
countrywide daylong hartal
cnfirced by the oppoesition
alliance witnessed some
sty incidents of vinlence in
the capital and other dis
iricts.

Incidents of wandalism,
arson, cockeail explosion,
chase and counter chase
and detentions tenk place in
different areas of the capital,
including the Dhaka
University area, Kakrail,
Farmgate, MMirpur and
lntrabiiri

Similar oecurrences have
alsn been reported to hap
nen in ather districis of the
country, namedy Chittagong.
Narayanganj, Bajshahi,
Pabna, Lalmonirbhat,
Narsingdi and Feni.

Since Monday night, tight
security measures had been
tnken in the capital 1o pre
vent anarchy. & huge num
her of Rab and palice per
sonnel had been deployed in
frant of the BNP ceniral
nffice and adjacent areas.

Yesterday, police kept the
MNP central office cordoned
off. Only a few senior BNF
leaders were allowed 1o
cuber their party office.

O the wthier hand. raling
Swami Leagoe activisis
hrought out anti-hartal
FIMFCES SIS D ETLLILY ArEas.

However, almast all
modes of vehicles, except far
rickshaws and CNG-rum
auica-rickshaws, remained
off the streets during vester
dlary’s harfal.

Flainclothes palice
picked ug a numberof o
sition activists including
LM s lemmal Shirif Hirw and
dMahbub Kiron fram the
party s centralnfece.

Around five vehicles were
vandalised and pwoe more
were torched in the capital
vesterday. Pickets vanda
lised the vehicle of the Beodd
secrerary in frone of Kakrail

masgue. Folice detained
Follow rules
F o0 Pt 20

the amti-graft bod v demanded
that the government obey the
2w and purchase the engme
throuwgh o competitive ten
clering process.

The tender notice for the
nurchase imposed a conds
tion that cnly ane company
could hid for it said TIBE
Executive Direcior Dr
lftekharuzraman in a state
TIETLL.

This condition is against
section 15 af the public pro
curement act and the chanmc
ter of international bidding,
e said.

Iftekharuzzaman
remarked thatitis an example
af complete igninrance on the
paert of the rmilways ministry,
rdding that it ppints 1o the
railway secior heing
strippesd of modemisation
and illegal privileges affered
1o seciinn of peaple.

The engine’s mode] is very
ald and s fuel cost is high.
Recides, it is a two-strake
cngine. meaning thar it is
et environment-friendly,
he said.

He added that the atempe
1o by thie engine thiswaywas
unbaveful and dl-meetivabed.

several peopbe in this con
nection.

Twen vehicles were vanda
lised in Farmgate. Pro-harial
activists alsa tried to bieck
the Kazi Mazrul Islam
Avenue by setting tyres on
fire at early hoursyesterday.

Hartal supporters
braught put a pracession
anal blasted several cockiails
nearfony cinema in Mirpur

Im Iotrabari, nearky 25
warkers of [amant-e- Iskami
armed with sticks and
machete brought out a pro
cessian. They torched two
vehicles and vandalised
several more near Wapada
colony arpund G:30am.
fatrabari police detained
tvng people from the spot.

Witnesses said Rab mem
bers fired hlanks to disperse
anarther procession in tha
amen.

Muorun Mahar Sackar, 23, a
final-year student of Eden
College, was inpured when
police fired rubber bullets 10
disperse pickets at Jebepara
in South fatrabari. The
injured was rushed o hospi
tal.

In Morth Dania and Kazla
areas of |atrabari, several
pickets tried to block the
[Hhaka-Chittagong highway
with logs and hurning tyres
arpund Viam. They were
laterchased away by palice.

Law enforcers used tear
p2s when arcund 40 BNP
men brought out a proces
sion at Shaheed Farugue
Bomd in [atrabari.

[he oppositien alliinee
hadl called the dawn-to-dusk
hartal Sunday night protest
ing mass arresis of and fling
of casss against appasition
leaders and workers, and
phsiruction 1o their
Sunday’s road blockade
pProgrmime.

The bErckade programme
was declared to mount pres
sure an the gevernment for
the reinstatement of the
caretaker government sys
tem. The provision was
serapped ram the constit

tiom im funae last year,

Previously, the BMP had
declared that it would no
pitrticipate in the next pen
eral election if it is not held
under a nonsparty newiral
EOVEITInEnL.

Although Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina has recently
prapased fora small cabime
camprised of ruling and
pppositicn  representatives,
the BNP rejected ii.
Amini dies
FlROM PAGE 20
thi hospital an hearing the
neEws.

Amini, also a former
parliament member. left
behind his wife, twe sans
and four davghiers tao
mourn hisdeath.

He was the principal of
Jamia Qurania Arabia
Lalbagh Madrasa in Dhaka.

Amini felt chest pain in
the evening, while he was
having a walk. Then he gave
classes in the madrasa and
went home areund E=Hipm,
said Altaf Hossain.

He had been under police
watch since April last yearon
political ground, claimed
Aleaf.

The hody was taken to the
mitd rasi.

US report faults
Pakistan over

Afghan war

AFP, Praskdngnon

[espite an easing of ten
seens with the United States,
Fakistan is persistently
undermining security in
Afghanistan by permitting
safe havens for insurgents, a
Pentagon report said
Monalay.

In a twice-a-year war
assessment mandated by
Congress, the Defense
Department said that the
Ga.000 U5 troops in
Afghanistan and their allies
had succesded in prevent
ing Taliban advances while
limiting civilian casoalties

But Taliban havens across
the border in Pakistan, the
limited capacity of the
Afghan government and
"endemic corruption” pose
the greatesi risks as the
LInited Sates preparss 1o
el st troenpes by the enad of
20014, the Pentagon said.

The repart noted the
better US relations with
Fakistan, which agreed in
luly o reopen Western
forces’ supply routes into
Afghanistan. Pakistan had
refused access afier a US
harrder serikes killed 24 of @is
troenps in Movember 200 1.

Policemen drag motorcycle mechanic Manik Kumar out of his garage al Birganj of Dinajpur and beat
him up on the street during hartal hours yesterday, They [ater ook him to a police station.
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PHOTO:
STAR

Tribunal chief quits
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successor b Justice Hug is
appointed.

Meanwhile, the main
appasition BNF has colled for
trial af fustice Hug for *mis
abepds”, and fmaat-e-Eslami,
the top bmss of which ane
undder irial ot the two war
crimes iribunals, wanits
diszolution of both ihe
cours.

Iribunal-1 &= dealing with
laur cases - ane each against
farmer lamaat chief Ghulam
Axzam, Jamani chied Mpdiur
Fahman Nizami, Mayeb-e
Ameer Delawar Hassain
Sayeder and BMEP leader
Salauddin Quader
Chovwdhury.

The trial of Sayedes's case
is awailing judgement.

According to section & (4]
f the Intermational Crimies
[Trbunalsi Aci. 1973, the

povernment could now
declare the aoffice aof the
[mbunal- I chairman vacant
and appoint i new judge.

Az peer the act, the gavemn
ment could do this "If any
member of a trbunal dies or
is. thae 1o illness or any miher
reisEL, unable o continue to
perform his unctions®.

Law Minister Shafigue
Ahmed told The Daily Star
that a new judge was likely i
be appointed woday bue the
government was yet in decide
whowould be the new judge.

He o said the resignation
of Justice Hug would not
kamper the tral procesdings
at the tribunal. As per the kaw,
Tribunal-1 judges would
continue with the proceed
ings= of cases and that Justice
Hug would retorn e his
uffice of a High Cournt jisdge,
he said.

Section B {61 af the act
reads. "A tnbunal shall not
merely by reason of any
change in its membership or
the absence of any member
thereof from any sitting, bhe
brend to recall and reshear
any witness who has already
given any evidence and may
act on the svidence already
given or produced before ™.

Ihee nesw udge might take
some time for studying the
cases to get up o speed, saqd
the minister.

lustice Higp handed  the
registrar of the tribunal his

mesignatin letter addressed
o Presicent Zillur Babhman.

The registrar later sent if o
thie law minisiry for foraand-
ing it o the Bangabhaban
through the Prime Minisier's
CHfce bocay.

Thecontroversy surmound
ing Justice Hux hegan after
Bangla natians daily Amar
[xesh publshed “transcripe of
Skype canversation” af fustice
Hug with expatriate
Bangladeshi Ahmed
fauddin, a law expert on
international crimes.

The newspaper sid it had
collected the reconds of the
conversation from a souree
abvroad.

In the “transcript” of che
canversation, ustice Huagwas
judgemental of a mamber of
legal experis of the country
and people involved in the
crimes against bumanity
cases, according tao Amar
[resh.

(n December B two days
befnre the paper began pub:
lishing the “tanscopt”, the
three-member Tribumal - | led
by hustice Hug in an onder said
Justice Hug's email and
Skype accounts ablong with
his coamputer had been
hacked.

[n the: nrder. itwas revealed
that British magazine The
Eronomist had in its posses
sion the correspondence
betwesn the tribunal chief
and the law expent based in
Brussels.

fustice Huog i the order
hiad alse said he socassonally
discussed developments on
international criminal law
with Ahmied Ziauddm, who i
anexpeertin that field.

fustice Hug alse said che
Intermational Crimes [Trikas
mals) Act, 1973, wis i mew L
Ta understand the v it was
necessary for the judges 1o
lopk inio the process and
orders af different iribunals
ind consult with expents.

He saicl he has bad the
privilege of consulting with
Ahmed iauddin

After the Bangla daiby
published the “transcript”, the
cantentof the

“tramscript” became an
im=ue of debate and pro-BNEP
and -Jamaat lawyers
demanded Justice Huog's
resignation an honday,

The BENF yesterday
demanded trind of justioe Hiug
and saud hie has to Faoe trial in
futre forhis *misdesds".

"The government has
tainted the judiciary and
everyihing that he [justice
Hug| has done was criminal
affence. He had no way but b
resign. But he bhas to face
trial,” BMP standing com
mittee member ME Anwar
sl a1 a press briefing at the
party's central pffice in
Mayapaltan.

Jamaat-e-Islami said o
wiithl now ragse the demand
for total serapping of bath the
tribemals.

Matinr Rabhman Akanda,
assistant publicity secretary of
Tarmaat, told The Daily Star last
night, “After the scrapping of
the tribunals, the grrvernmemn
will have to start the legal

process o amend ihe
International Crimes
Tribunal Act and make it of
infernational standards.”

Giving his reaction to
Justgoe Hug stepping down.
Matiur said, *Cur allegation
against Justice Mizamul Hig
that he is a partisan man has
been proved right. And we
will now go For the demansd
af total scrapping of the
iribamnals.”

The party woukld also call
for hartal-like programmes if

the grvernment did not meet
thedrfemands, headdesd.

Meanwhile, a law mimistry
afficial rsqussting anenymity
told The Daily Star that the
ministry would ask the
Supreme Court for a High
Court judge to replace Justice
Hug.

Gening a name from the
Hupreme Court, the ministry
wiould place it hefare the
president, via the Prime
Minsster's Office, and the
president would appoini the
new judge.

Tribunal: 1 is set to deliver
the verdict on the case agains
Sayedee. It is now recarding
the destimony of the [rst
defence witness i the case
against Ghulam Azam.

5o far, 1B prosecotion
witnesses pestified and werne
crissexamined in the case
against BNP leader
Salabhuddin Quader
Chowdhnzrg

The tribunal recorded

testimony and cross
examinaiim of ane prosecu
tirn witness in the case
against Mizami.
REesignation of a war
crimes tribunal judge is nat
unprecedented. In recent
times, two judges in the
Ehmer Rouge war trials inm
Cambadiahave stond down.

Burnt
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Maonday nighe.

Md Khokan, 20, is now
fighting for Life at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
[DMCH) with burns o
27 percent of his boedy,
including his limbhs and
hack.

While speaking to the
carrespondent from  his
hospital bed, Khokan said
he was heading towards
Fabubazar with Monju
Sikder, owner of the van,
after delivering some goonds
at Marayanganj, when a steel
pushecart rolked in frong of
the vehicle

Twn young men jumped
from the cart and
demanded to know why he
had brought the van oot
during hartal. At one point
they hurled abuses at them,
Mung liquid fuwel an the vehi
cle and struck a maich
stick-

Though Sikder managed
i escape unhure, Khakan

was not that lucky. Sikder
rushed him to DAMCH Burn
Uit

Fire service later
hrought the blaze under
control, though the vehicke
wasalmost destroved.

Meanwhile, 1B-party
alliance activists ser a
CHG-run auin rickshaw
ablaze at Hemavetpur of
HSavar around 12:530pm
during the countrywide
rieanel blockade pn Sunday.

When the activisis threw
liqutd fuel on the auta
rickshaw, all the four pas
sengers gquickly got aff the
vehicle bur its driver
Shahadat Hassain, 240, could
notescapethe flames.

He is undergoing treat
ment at DMOCH Burn Wnit
with six percent of his hady
burnt. incleding his face,
armeand legs

Ghosh Para
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and personal stuff, the
parents Frinted frequently.
lusi regaining conscious
ness, they bepgan o wail
again.

People kept coming to
the house yesterday, but nn
une could consale the
family. They don't under-
stand hew a person could
b hacked in broad daylight
and why the murderers
wers at large even after
everyhody saw on TY the
FrUESHKNE AL

Although police kept
denying reporis of arresis.
Home Minister MK
Alamgir =aid, "Eight so
cialled studenis were
arresied so Earin connection
with Bishwajit murder.
Some more will be arrested
today [yesterday].”

The Tamily members.
still searching for answers
why a vouthful life met an
untimely end, wani no
empty promises. They
winit pustice and they want it
THINA.

The High Court in the
meantime yesterday
ardered arresting the kill
ers in 24 howrs and issued a
rule upon the authorities b
explain in two weeks why
they should not be directed
1o give adequate compensa
tion to the Bamily.

Bishwajit, 24. was
hacked 1o death by L da 12
Chhatra League activisis
during an oppoasitian
blockade aonSunday.

The Dnaily $ar has man
aged toidentify five yvouths
who directly took part in
the murder. They are activ
ists of Jagannath University
Chhatra Leapgue, accanding
to their political peers, gen-
el students and  eyewit
messes who know them.

Photographers in other
newspapers and widen
fontages of television chan
nels alse have made it clear
whao the attackers were.

But during a discussion
arganised by Digizal
Bangladesh Forum at
Dhaka Beporiers Unity
vestenday, the home minis
ter claimed the peaple
involved in the killing don’i
belong te Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL), a
student body backed by the
ruling Avami League.

"We've come ta know
their identities. Mone of
them were active members
af BLL or were involved
with BCL.” The minister did
il g into further details,
but again said some of the
attackers were expelled from
the BCL

Strangely. ME Alampgir
alzn dubbed Rishwajit as a
*so-called activist of BOCL
Eut nothing aboul
Bixhwajit's political affilia
tion was published in the
media and the Emily kepi
sayving he didn't belong tn
any political party,

“Bishwajit was nat a
member of any political
party. He was quiet, always
engrossed in @tlaring job,”
cousin Bobin Das told our
carrespondent al
Bishwajit's house in Ghosh
Para near Bhojeshwar Bazar.

Bishwajit's elder hrother
Uttam Das said, "My
brother fell victim @ cra

eliy of politics. What was
the fault of my brother? We
are helpless. We wan't file
ay case What we want is
justice.”

Hiz father Alombha Das
sitid Bishwajit was sup
pased to take him to Dhaka
for treatment. "Hut he left
the warld before me. [ am
now worried about the
safedy of my other son wha
livesin Dhaka.”

Yesterday, Monirul
Islam, deputy commis
sinner of Detective Branch
of palice, wld reporiers at
the DNE affice that police sa
far identified six people in
cannection with the killing
bt marhoady was arreseed.

"First, a case was filed
accusing some onidenti
fied persons but later
palice identified the six
persans examining videa
fentages and other informa
tiam.”

Asked about political
link of the “identified”
persons, he said, "We will
be able bt say the mative
behind the killing and the
palitical identity of the kil-
ersafterarresting them.”

Beplying 1o another
query, he said when the
incident took place police
were o little far away and
immediately could not
understand what was going
on. Therefare, they could nat
prevent the munder.

Mazrul Islam, afficer-in
charge of Suotrapur Police
Station, echoed the view of
Monirul, He said none was
arrested till a:00pm yester
day.

HCORDER

In response to a petition,
an HC bench yesterday
directed the inspectiar
general of police o take
measures, sa that the cul
Prits cRnnot escap e arrest.

It alsa asked the IGP (o
alert afficials at all the
depaniure points, includ
ing Hazrat Shahjalal
Internatienal Airport. land
parts and seaparts about the
caurt ander, ta stop the kill
ers from Mesing.

The government will
have to come up with an
explanatinn tamarcaw if it
fails to nab the criminals
within the stipulated time,
the HC bench of Justice
AHM Shamsuddin
Choudhury Manik and
Justice Farsd Ahmed sasd.

The court came up with
the order following the
petition filed by Naxim
Ahmed, the editar of
weekly Shoptaporno, seek-
ing its dir=ctive upoan the
Ervrernment fo arrest within
34 hours those involved in
the killing.

Fhe petition also soughi
an HT order on compensa-
tizn to the Family.

The Shoptopermo editor
filed the petition after The
Draily Star in a report yes-
terday named some BCOL
activisis Rafigul Islam,
Moore Alam, Mahfuzur
Hahman, (bhidul Cuader
and Emdadul Hagque as the
murderers.

Eunuws Ali Akond
appeared for the peti
tioner, while Deputy

Artorney General Amit
Talukder represented the
gorvernment.

Azad used to decide who to be killed

FROM PAGE 20

anti-liheration forces, collakb.
arated with the Pakistani
armyy im commiting  gen
cide, killings and sther crimes
agitinst humanity during
nine-manth-long war,
acoonding to the prosecu
tion documents,

“We, freedom fighters, had
iried @ I o kill Bachchu
dhwring the Libetation War but
coukin't.” commented Yusuf

During his 40-minute
testimnay, Yusuf gave 2 heart
wrenching description of the
tariure he endured during his
45-day detention at the
Pakistaninrmy camp.

The thres-member b
mal headed by Justice ATM
Fazle Kabir with Justice
Dihaidul Hassan and fhudge M
Shahinur Islam completed
reconding Yusuf's testdmany
and cross-examination
before adjourning the case
procesding until today.

Yusuf, who was a college
student in 1971, sasd dhe
Pakistani army entered
Farid paar cown on April 21 and
on their way killed eight
pricsts of PFrabhuo

lagatbandhy Ashram [teoe-
phel.

On April 22, 1971,
Kamaruzzaman [asw, oousin
of Azad, picked Yusuf and his
brother From the intersectian
of tharga Boad and handed
thiern ta thie army. said Yusuf,
wilding that they were pro-
duced before Pakistani
Major Akram Koreshi at
Faridpur Circwit Hiase,

“Wheen we reached there,
we siaw Pakistani army shoat
ing a few people o death on
the east side of the Circuit
House,” said Yusuf, They were
released from the camp by
another Fakistani army
official and then he joined
thewar, Yusuf added.

The freedom Rghter said
he sustained bullet injury an
July 2 when they atacked
Hazakars a1 Arpara in [essore.
Hazakars later decained him
from Chandra High School
area af Alfadanga af
Faridpur o July 26,

They handed him over ta
the Pakstanianmy in Faridpur
stadim. sasd Yusul

“The next day. Major
Akram Epreshi went there

along with Abul Kalam Aead
alizs GBachohu,” said YusuE
adding that he was tortured in
abnriurecell.

“Going there | s many
persans |[detainess] wers
slasghtered. My hamd and
ribs were broken. | cannot
marmde the fomure in vords”
said Yusuf as dfears rolled
doawrn hiis chesks.

Advocate Afzal,
Mainuddin, Alauwddin Kha
and Abal Kalum Azad, beaders
of Peace Commities, amsther
anti-Ihenmition free, used o
bt present with the army
during the brutal forture of
the detainees, Yusuladded.

“One day, Azad brosght
some women il bhanded
them e the major [Akram],”
said Yusufl, adding that the
women wire torured beside
iheircell

After 43 -days, Yosuf was
shifted o fessome canionment
and he along with some
detainess was released at the
merey wfan army official fram
Balochistan, the witness
conchuded.

After his testimany, state
appointed  defence  counsel

Abhddus Shukur Khan com

pleted his crossexamination
in S0 mimetes and asked hom

rvinre tham 4l questions.
Being detained at the
camp, it was miet possible for

him  =ee Bachchuo, sug
gested Shukur.
“It's mat true. Bacheho

himself chose people from
among the detainees te be
killed by the Pakisiani army,”
replied Yusuf.

“fou were nob allavwed 1o
see wha wene coming o the
office of the Pakistani army,”
said Shukur.

“It's ot true We had seen
themwhen we were produced
at the affice for irial” Yosuf
res poaviled.

“You hawve given untroe
testimaony relating Ahul
Kalam Axad,” supggested the
defence counsel.

“It's naot rrue” replied
Yusuk

The tribunial on Xovember
4 imdicted Azad with eight
charges of crimes apainst
humanity and has been hold
ing his trial in absentia as e iz
o thee run.

[CT judge
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remarks macde during Skypee
conversation between for
mer Tribunal-1 chairman
lusgice Mid Mizamol Hug and
an ecxpatriate Dangladeshi
legal expert.

(O Monday, the prosecus
tion pleaded the aribunal to
take bepal actinn against the
Bungla daily for the repors
saying these were published
to hamper the trial procesd -
ing against the war crimes
acoused.

Yesterday was fxed  for
passing erder an the reports
published in the daily on
December 9 and 10, Bur the
tribunal deferred the dave
for passing the order till
tomarrw.

Justice Jnhangir yesterday
led the tribunalwith another
member Justice Anwarul
Hug. Justice AMd Mizamul
Hug), whao was the chadrman
af the tribunal until yester-
day, was not present due o
illness.

The tribunal yvesterday
said it had some queries
regarding the matter (Amiar
Desh news reports) but the

prosecutor Syed Haidar Ali.
who placed the petition, was
mat present in the court
THHHIT.

Justice [ahangir then said
hiz name alsa came up in
thase reponts. “After going
through the repores, it
appears that no one knows
me well”, he said, adding
that before publishing such
repor a persen shauld be
Emomwn well

“I pften get hurt menmally
and worried by the cent
percent lies of crities. But [
am not disheariened”, said
Justice  [ahangir. who was
appointed as a member of
the theee-member tribunal
on August 2 following the
restgnation of a tribunal
judpe.

Crenting the repaort of the
newspaper, [usttce lnhangir
said he (editor of the daily)
may not give such large
headline after his name.

Putting the critics to
shame, he further said, “My
name s Jahangic Hossain.
According to the certificate,
my nmame is Jahangir
Hpssain. .. Modthing else.”



