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[ajuddin passes away
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mired in controversy when

he surrendered to undue
political pressure.

Aged 81, he was suffer-
ing from heart and kidney
diseases and was undergo-
ing treatment at
Bumrungrad Hospital
where he breathed his last
in the morning, family

sources said.
lajuddin had played an

important role in gearing
up street agitations against
the autocratic Ershad
regime to restore democ-
racy in the country. Being
the elected president of
Dhaka University Teachers
Association, he worked
hard to organise the pro-
fessional groups against
autocratic rule. For this, he
earned people's admira-

tion.
After the collapse of the

autocratic regime in
December 1990, lajuddin
was appointed an adviser
to the interim government

led by then chief justice

Shahabuddin Ahmed.
He was awarded

Ekushey Padak in 1995 for
his contribution to educa-
tion. He received [brahim
(Gold Medal in 1987-88 and
Atish Dipankar Gold Medal
in 1990 for outstanding

research and publications.
But things went wrong

when he failed to uphold
dignity of the presidency
during the tenure ot BNP-
led government as he
appeared to have been
more loyal to BNP than to

the constitution.
On the advice of BNP

that elected him president
in 2002, Iajuddin also
assumed the office of chief
adviser of the caretaker

government at the end of
2006, violating the consti-
tution and putting the
country in a grave political
turmoil.

He also failed to dis-
charge neutrally his consti-
tutional duties as chiet
adviser since he acted as
per suggestions of the BNP
policymakers. This led to
worsening of the political
crisis and finally he
resigned from the post of
chiet adviser, declaring a
state of emergency on
January 11, 2007 that sus-
pended the January 22
scheduled parliamentary

election.
He installed a new care-

taker government led by
Fakhruddin Ahmed on the
next day, but he seemed to
act as per the wish of the
army-backed caretaker
government despite mak-

ing itaccountable to him.
However, BNP finally

accused him of violating
the constitution as he
could not hold parliamen-
tary election despite
assuming the office of chiet

adviser.
His tenure as president

expired on September 5,
2007, but remained iIn
office until election to the
presidency was held and
Zillur Rahman took over on

February 12, 2009.
President Zillur and

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Leader of the
Opposition Khaleda Zia
expressed deep shock at
the death of lajuddin and
prayed for eternal peace of
the departed soul. They
conveyed profound sym-
pathy to his bereaved fam-

ily members.
lajuddin was born on

Februarylin 1931 in
Munshiganj. Son of Moulvi
Ibrahim Mia, he obtained
his B Sc and M Sc degrees
from Dhaka University in
1952 and 1954,

He received M S and Ph
D degrees in 1958 and 1962
from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison in the

United States.
He joined the DU as an

assistant professor of soil
science and became a
professor in the depart-

ment.
He also held the posts of

chairman of soil science
department and dean ofthe
faculty of biological science

inthe same university.
He was also chairman of

the Public Service
Commission from 1991 to
1993 and chairman of the
University Grants
Commission from 1995 to

1999.
lajuddin worked as

visiting professor at
Cornell University in the
US in 1984 and German
Technical University and
University of Gottingen in
Germany in the same year.

Our Munshiganj corre-
spondent reports:
lajuddin’'s body will be
brought home tomorrow
(Wednesday) morning, said

his son Imtiaz Ahmed Babu.
According to his

(Iajuddin) last wish, he will
be laid to rest at Banani

graveyard in the capital,

Babu said.
His first namaz-e-

janaza was held after
Maghrib prayers yesterday
at Bumrungrad Hospital
compound. His body was
kept at the hospital mortu-
ary, Babu told this corre-
spondent.

An I Phone

FROM PAGE 20
The price ofa crunchy treat

that also (theoretically)
protects your most pre-
cious of mobile gadgets?

581.
Made from brown rice

and salt, the Survival
Senbei Rice Cracker
iPhone 5 Case "is literally
part food, part phone case
.. and great in an emer-
gency when you are des-

perate for asnack.”
Oh, and about that theo-

retical protection: "Please
be aware that due to its
delicate nature, this case
may become broken in the
delivery or dispatch pro-
cess,” according to Japan
Trend Shop, a site selling

the casein the US.
Which raises the obvi-

ous question: Are these
people serious? The
answer: notreally.

The site describes the
cover, which is handmade
and takes a month to
deliver, as a tongue-in-
cheek commentary on
Japanese obsessions with
food and consumer tech-
nology.

Its name also plays oft
of pop culture's recent
fascination with post-
apocalyptic tales like
"Revolution” and "The
Walking Dead.” It may not
save you from zombies,
but at least you wouldn't
starve while you were
hiding from them. (And,
yes, the Japanese share
that fascination. Three
words: zombie-themed
restaurant).

So, funny joke ... but
would anybody actually
pay forone?

Apparently so. As of
Thursday, the site listed
the cases as being sold out.

Prosecution for legal action
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Justice Md Nizamul Huq's

Skype conversation with an
expatriate Bangladeshi
legal expert.

Submitting copies of the
reports, prosecutor Syed
Haidar Ali told the tribunal
these were not related to
the trial proceedings.

The prosecutor stated
that the reports were not a
matter of an individual or a
group but of the state.

“The heading [of the
main report] was not
related to the trial and the
sub-heading for each dates
lof the conversation| does
not carry any meaning
uniquely,” he said, adding,
the stories were run by the
newspaper to sway peo-
ple's attention and inter-
fere in ongoing trial pro-
ceedings against the war
crimes suspects.

The prosecutor prayed
that the tribunal takes the
matter into cognisance and
issue a rule for legal action
against the persons
involved.

On December 6, tribunal
chairman Justice Md
Nizamul Huqg in an order
said his email and Skype
accounts were hacked and
his correspondence with
international criminal law
expert Dr Ahmed Ziauddin
was In possession of
London-based weekly The
Economist.

The tribunal chairman
also asked The Economist to
keep secret the information
which it had gathered from
the chairman's Skype and
email accounts, and served
a notice on two journalists
of the weekly to give reply
within three weeks as to why
legal action would not be
taken against them.

In a separate issue, the

International Crimes
Tribunal-1 yesterday on
condition closed produc-
tion of the defence wit-
nesses for former Jamaat
chief Ghulam Azam in a war
crimes case as his defence
did not appear betore it on

the last two days.
The proceeding of the

three-member tribunal
yesterday began about two
hours behind the schedule
due to an oath-taking cere-
mony of judges. Justice
Jahangir Hossain Selim and
Justice Anwarul Huq are the
two other members of the
tribunal.

Justice Anwarul Huq was
one amongthe judgesto get
confirmation of their
appointment to the coun-
try's apex court.

When the proceeding
started, Ghulam Azam's
counsels were not seen
before the tribunal. The
same scenario -- no con-
ducting defence counsels
except Mizanur Rahman at
the courtroom -- was seen

on Sunday.
On behalf of them,

Mizanur Rahman submit-
ted a petition to the tribu-
nal seeking adjournment ot
two days proceedings
including yesterday.

The tribunal on Sunday
ordered that if the defence
could not produce their
witnesses on Monday, they
would be barred from pro-
ducing further witnesses.

In his petition, Rahman
said defence counsel Mizanul
Islam, who is a conducting
lawyer for Ghulam Azam,
could not appear due to per-

sonal problems.
The tribunal gave the

detence one hour to appear
betfore it and asked Rahman
to convey it to the conduct-

ing lawyer. But the defence
lawyers did not appear even
though the tribunal
resumed proceeding one

and a half hourslater.
Ghulam Azam's son Brig

Gen (dismissed) Abdullahil
Aman Azmi, firstamong the
12 deftence witnesses, has
been giving deposition on
defence documents and
was supposed to continue
it yesterday. But he also did
not appear betore the tribu-
nal.

Reiterating his Sunday's
submission, prosecutor
Zead-Al-Malum said it was
clear that the witness was
not anymore interested to
give his testimony. “The
defence are trying to pro-
long the trial proceedings,”
he argued.

He further pointed out
that the tribunal had given
an order the previous day
that production of defence
witnesses would be
stopped if there were no

witnesses on Monday.
The prosecutor then

appealed to the tribunal to
give an appropriate order in
accordance with its previ-

ous order.
The tribunal observed

that though there were no
political activities yesterday,
none ot the defence except
Rahmanwas present.

Saying that the order of
stopping defence witnesses
has already been passed,
Justice Huq said, “We are of
the view that order should
stand. The defence are
barred from producing

witnesses.”
The court set December

12 for closing arguments
saying if on that date the
defence could provide a
satisfactory explanation of
their failure to come to the

court and produce any wit-
nesses, further defence

witnesses would be allowed.
Meanwhile, the

International Crimes
Tribunal-2 yesterday
deferred the date of argu-
ment in the war crimes case
against Jamaat-e-Islami
leader Abdul Quader Mollah
to tomorrow following a time
petition ofhis defence.

The three-member tribu-
nal headed by Justice ATM
Fazle Kabir with members
Justice Obaidul Hassan and
Judge M Shahinur Islam also
fixed tomorrow for recording
testimony of the sixth and
last defence witness, as it
wanted to give the defence a
last chance to give testimony.

On December 6, the tribu-
nal fixed yesterday for
recording argument from
the prosecution and allowed
the defence to produce their
witness on Sunday since they
failed to produce the witness

thatday.
On Sunday, the tribunal

directed the defence to pro-
duce their witness yesterday
before recording prosecu-
tion argument as they failed
to produce their witness on
that day “due to unavoidable
circumstances .

But yesterday, defence
counsel Farid Uddin Khan
said they could not produce
their witness and appealed
that the tribunal gives

them one last chance.
Prosecutor Mohammad

Ali vehemently opposed
the petition saying the
detence had taken “dila-

torytactics” to kill time.
Afterwards, the tribunal

allowed the defence prayer
saying they would close
defence witness it the

defence failed to produce
their witness the next day.
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Sorry, it's no
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No matter how ludicrous

the proposal may sound, it
reveals quite a few things
about the ruling Awami
League.

Firstly, it has not been
able to keep its house in
order -- there are too many

dissenting voices within.
And secondly, the recent

elections results -- the 2011
municipality polls,
Narayanganj, Chittagong
and Comilla city corpora-
tion polls, and the latest
Tangail by-election were
mostly lost by the ruling AL
-- have made the party
wary about its popularity
in the next elections. But
more than these, it is
becoming more and more
authoritarianinits attitude
towards democracy as it is
getting disconnected from
the grassroots.

Dissenting voices are
already quite muftfled now.
The Article 70, which bars
floor crossing and cancel-
lation of parliamentary
membership in case one
dares to do so, is just one
way of doingit.

The party can expel
anybody for airing dissent-
ing views which do not suit
the high level. But the latest
proposal that AL put betore
the EC on December 5 is
draconian -- you will not
only be expelled but also be

punished for two terms.
Interestingly, BNP was

hardly any better in its

Vacancy Re-Advertisement

United Nations Development Programme in Bangladesh a vacancy for the post of Project
Associate under Service Contract for the ‘Improving Democracy through Parliamentary
Development’ Project. The project duration is until 30 June 2014.

The duration of the Service Contract is one year initially, subject to renewal on an annual basis
upon satisfactory performance and availability of funds

For details of the Terms of Reference and instructions to apply, please visit our website:
http://www.undp.org.bd/jobs. Applications should be received no later than 17:00,
25 December 2012.

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

Female candidates are strongly encouraged to apply.

Empowered lives,
Resilient nations.

attitude towards democ-
racy when it proposed the
12th amendment to the
constitution in 1991. It had
proposed that a lawmaker
would lose his parliamen-
tary membership if

expelled from the party.
Not only that, if a law-

maker loses his member-
ship for floor crossing, being
expelled from the party and
for resigning from the party
under Article 70, he would
be barred from contesting
electionsforfive years.

The irony is that it was
Awami League that
opposed these provisions
tooth and nail, and
because of its opposition,
such undemocratic pro-

posals were not passed.
But today, AL is seeking

a similar move. But it is
smarter than BNP and so
instead of itself bringing a
bill in parliament has cun-
ningly asked the EC to
make the move. This way,
the snake will be killed and
yet the stick will remain

unbroken.
[t is not the only time that

we see AL trying to muzzle
dissenting voices. In its own
constitution, it has a provi-
sion that if a party member
contests against the party
candidate, he would be
expelled from the party. The
action does not end here.
Party members who would
oppose party candidates
would also be expelled after
investigation.

All these moves only
weaken our democracy. We
already are more than two
decades past the fall of the
autocratic Ershad regime.
But the open space in poli-
tics has shrunk quite con-

siderably.
Dissention has no place

anywhere. You either
become a flatterer or get
ousted from the party. This
is why even Ershad can
mock at the current state of
democracy. And this is why
politics is becoming even
more confrontational and
parties are finding the
streets more suitable to
resolve contlicts.

EU privileges
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discussion at The Daily

Star Centre in the capital.

“But many countries
don't have productive
capacity and human
resources and don't have
investments to benefit
from that. But Bangladesh
has shown it can do it,” he
added.

“Of all the least devel-
oped countries that have
duty-free access to the
European market,
Bangladesh has benefited
the most.”

In Bangladesh, invest-
ments came from inside,
through remittances. It has
built up factories linking up
with buyers and creating
millions of jobs and increas-
ing exports to a market even
when there is a downturn,
the EU envoy said.

“It's a huge success
story.”

William Hanna led a
delegation, which includes
Danish Ambassador Svend
Olling, Swedish
Ambassador Anneli Lindahl
Kenny, Babou Kamichetty,
France embassy's deputy
head of mission, and Dr Ralf
Matthias Reusch, German
embassy's deputy chief of
mission.

EU Attaché in Dhaka
Pierre Buysschaert was
also present at the discus-
sion, moderated by
Mahtuz Anam, editor and
publisher of The Daily Star.

The envoys talked on a
wide range of issues like the
EU and how it comes into
force, its structure, integra-
tion, EU's action abroad to
promote democracy, peace,
prosperity, human rights,
trade and investment and
challenges and priorities in
Bangladesh-EU relations
and current political situa-
tion in Bangladesh.

Turning to political situ-
ation and controversy over
the method of next general
elections, Hanna said there
has to be an agreement
among the political parties
on how to hold the next
general elections.

The envoys said the
EU's yearly grant of 500

million euro to Bangladesh
could increase in the com-
ing years.

They added Bangladesh
has further potential for
the EU market access facil-
ity provided that it main-
tains standards, compli-
ance and safety.

“There is a downside of
every success. The Ashulia
fire is an example,” Hanna
said. “We are very con-
cerned with the fire at an
Ashulia factory. We've
already sat with the buyers,
workers and producers to
discuss theissue.”

He said all the norms
and ideas are there in
Bangladesh, but these are
not being applied. He
blamed factory owners,
government inspectors
and buyers for the poor
safety measures at the
factories. “There are lots to
be done, but we'll be look-
ing at self-regulations.”

On the EU's aid rise,
Hanna said Bangladesh will
get a big allocation, but he
would not disclose the sum.

Svend Olling, the Danish
ambassador, said there are
lots of debates going on in
the EU about compliance
and safety issues in
Bangladesh's factories.
“Buyers and consumers are
questioning, 'should we
buy from Bangladesh'.”
POLITICS, ELECTION
Replying to a question about
current conflicting political
situation and controversy
over the method of next
general elections, Hanna
said there has to be an agree-
ment among the political
parties about how to hold the
next parliamentary polls.

“For holding an election
free, fair, inclusive and
acceptable to all, it
requires an agreement, he
said and added it is the
people who have to decide
under what arrangement
the next general elections
should be held.

Ambassador Hanna also
said the EU is providing
technical assistance to the
Election Commission to
facilitate a free, fair and
acceptable election.

“We are preparing for
sending pre-poll observers
from the European
Parliament like the last
occasion,” he said
emphasising that the
modalities agreeable to all
needed to be worked out
first for ensuring fair polls.

The envoys regretted
the recent violence and
said they are very dis-
turbed over the violent
activities in Bangladesh.

“We are disturbed by the
violence in Bangladesh.
Violence is not the way
forward,” Hanna said.

Referring to the killing of
a youth during Sunday's
opposition sponsored
blockade, Swedish envoy
Anneli Lindahl Kenny said,
“It is unfortunate that young
people are resorting to such
violence and innocent peo-
ple are getting killed.”

Thewinnerotf2012 Nobel
Peace Prize, the EU is the
largest economy with over
one-fourth of the world's
oross domestic product. It
also accounts for 35 percent
of total export and import
acrosstheglobe.

The EU granted duty-
free and quota-ifree market
access for all products,
except arms, from all of the
48 LDCsin 2001.

Now over halft of
Bangladesh's export goes
to the EU,; readymade
garments, frozen shrimp,
leather and leather goods,
tea and pharmaceuticals
are major products.

The country's export to
EU was 5,125 million euro
in 2007 and rose to 8,585
million euro in 2011.
Average growth in last five
yearswas 13.8 percent.

Bangladesh's import
from the European Union
also grew over the years.
The country's import from
the EU was 1,002 million
euro in 2007 and reached
to 1,702 million euro in
2011 with an annual
growth rate of 13.6 percent
ayear.

The EU's main exports
to Bangladesh are machin-
ery, equipment, chemicals
and transport goods.



