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Terror strikes roads
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tailor died in the beating by

Chhatra League activists
who mistook him for a
blockader.

The opposition has called
for a countrywide dawn-to-
dusk hartal tomorrow and
demonstrations today pro-
testing what they said gov-
ernment sabotage of their
blockade programme.

The BNP activists
emboldened by their Jamaat
and Shibir allies, overran a
few ruling Awami League
activists who tried feebly to
resist the blockaders. The
Awami League activists had
firearms with them, but in
most cases they tuck their
tails and ran away. The law
enforcement agencies
mostly remained silent
spectators, as if in a truce
with the rampaging activists.

Later, the Awami League
activists made a comeback
with the protection of police
and chased and beat up the
blockaders. In some areas,
opposition activists engaged
in clashes with police and
ruling party men.

In one terror strike, the
blockaders threw a Molotov
cocktail from an under-
construction building on a
police patrol car on
Panthapath in the capital.
The car went up in flames
and three policemen were
injured.

The city took a deserted
look and hardly any vehicles
plied the streets as the block-
ade turned into something
tougher than hartal.

Some of the violent inci-
dents had the telltale signs of
the recent Shibir attacks.
The blockaders came out of
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ing, vandalised and torched
vehicles in their blitzkrieg
attacks and then vanished.
Vehicles parked in front of

hoenitale and sven incides
i

residences were not spared
in some cases.

Clashes between block-
aders, ruling party men and
law enforcers took place in
and around the capital and
other places in the country.
More than 70 homemade
bombs went off, around 50
vehicles were torched,
including five police vehi-
cles, and over 150 others
were vandalised yesterday.

At least 250 people and 40
policemen were injured.

There were reports of
clashes in Sirajgani,
Narayanganj, Chittagong,
Rajshahi, Khulna,
Lalmonirhat and Laxmipur.

BNP acting secretary
general Mirza Fakhrul Islam,
however, termed the vio-
lence a government sabo-
tage.

At a press conference at
party's central office at
Nayapaltan, he claimed,
"Four people were Kkilled,
665 were arrested and over
600 were injured across the
country.”

However, Assistant
Commissioner of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police Gazi
Rabiul Islam said 162 people
were arrested in connection
with the violence.

BNP's national standing
committee and the 18-party
alliance last night sat at BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia's
Gulshan office to decide
their next course of action.

Fakhrul disclosed their
decision on the hartal after
the meeting and said it was
called to protest the govern-
ment's effort to obstruct
yesterday's blockade.

He said they would stage
demonstrations today as
well.

The BNP-led 18-party
alliance on November 29
called the blockade from
6:00am to 2:00pm yesterday
for detaching the capital
form the rest of the country
to press home their
demands. Their demands
include restoration of the
caretaker government sys-
tem to oversee the next
parliamentary elections.
PUBLIC SUFFERING
Yesterday, unable to avail
any transport, many walked
long distances in the capital
to get to work. Hundreds
were seen waiting at Bangla
Motor, Karwan Bazar,
Farmgate, Gulshan, Banani
and Mohakhali. Rickshaws
were seen dominating the
city streets.

People in groups were
also seen on rickshaw-vans
in their desperation to get to
work.

“I waited for a bus at New
Market to go to Gulshan for
two hours. Finding nothing I

hired a rickshaw to get to
Farmgate where [ waited
again for an hour. But I have
not got anything yet,” said
office employee Masum
around 9:00am.

Many city dwellers ques-
tioned as to why they had
been made hostage to a
disagreement between the
ruling and opposition par-
ties.

“We want to get out of
this. We want to move freely.
We want them [AL, BNP] not
to hamper our lives,” said an
agitated elderly man who
had been waiting for trans-
port at Farmgate around
9:00am.

Most schools remained
closed in the capital but
some were open as annual
exams were ongoing.
Shopping malls and most
shops on streets were closed
during the eight-hour-long
blockade.

INCIDENTSIN CITY

The worst violence was at
Gabtoli in the capital while
there were clashes in
Panthapath, Rampura,
Mirpur, Mohakhali, Old
Dhaka, and Jurain and
Postagola area of Jatrabari.

The entire Gabtoli area
turned into a battlefield for
five hours. The marauding
blockaders, armed with
firearms, knives, machetes
and sticks also fired shots in
the air to create panic.

Several people, including
BNP leader Nazim Uddin
Alam, sustained injuries
during the clash.

Police fired 15 to 20 canis-
ters of teargas and several
rubber bullets to disperse
the blockaders and ruling
party men.
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bombs also went off during
the clashes.

The clashes ensued
around 6:00am when oppo-
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cades on the Gabtoli main
road by setting fire to tyres
and ruling party activists
showed up in procession
with anti-blockade slogans
and swooped on them.

At one stage, the blockad-
ers retreated to Amin Bazar
Bridge. Police along with a
group of ruling party activ-
ists attacked them near the
bridge around 11:00am.

Three policemen sus-
tained burn injuries in a hit-
and-run attack in the early
hours on Panthapath. The
blockaders hurled a Molotov
cocktail on their police
patrol car near Panthapath
and Green Road intersec-
tion.

At Mirpur Kazipara, spo-
radic clashes took place
between police and the
activists of Jamaat-Shibir,
pro-BNP student body
Chhatra Dal and BNP youth
wing Jubo Dal for nearly 30
minutes from 6:00am.

The blockaders set off
homemade bombs prompt-
ing police to fire rubber
bullets, said Abdul Latif,
officer-in-charge of Kafrul
Police Station.

A number of people were
injured in the incident and
several were picked up from
the spot by police.

Hundreds of Jamaat-e-
Islami and Islami Chhatra
Shibir men thronged the
BNP central office premises
at Naya Paltan early yester-
day. BNP activists were
rather late in arriving at their
central office but eventually
they brought out proces-
sionsin the area.

A few thousand blockad-
ers were on the street until
2:00pm.

A large number of law
enforcers, including Rab,
were present. Opposition
workers in groups picketed
on different streets.

No untoward incident
happened until 1:30pm,
when four homemade
bombs went off near a pro-
cession led by BNP leader
Mirza Abbas as it was pass-
ing Fakirerpool intersection.
Four more exploded around
2:10pm.

The blockaders torched a
taxi in Mohakhali around
6:30am yesterday.

Hours later, around 300
BNP and Jamaat-Shibir men
brought out a procession
and staged a sit-in near
Rawa Club.

Police cordoned off the
three-hour-longsit-in.

Surrounded by police, the
blockaders around 11:00am
marched towards
Mohakhali intersection.
Vehicular movement on the
thoroughfare came to a
complete halt for around
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halfan hour.

Police lobbed at least five
leargas canisters to disperse
the gathering while dozens
of pro-Awami League men
were also seen chasing the
blockaders.

Officer-in-Charge
Bhuiyan Mahbub Hasan of
Banani Police Station said at
least 17 people were arrested
and two policemen were
hurt.

Picketers exploded a
homemade bomb at Tibet
intersection in Tejgaon
Industrial Area around
5:30am, said witnesses. At
least seven pickets were
arrested in this connection,
said Faruk Ahmed, officer-
in-charge of Tejgaon
Industrial Area Police
Station.

A youth died after being
run over by a double-decker
bus near Shahjalal
International Airport
around 10:15am yesterday.

Officer-in-Charge
Shahbuddin Saleh Ahmed
Chowdhury of Airport Police
Station claimed that the
death had no connection
with yesterday's blockade
but BNP claimed that the
deceased, Mongol Pramanik
was their party activist.

The blockaders torched a
minibus there around
1:00am and a BRTC bus
around 5:30am, said fire
service sources.

Meanwhile, pro-Awami
league student body
Chhatra League activists
armed with sticks and sharp
weapons attacked pro-BNP
lawyers when they brought
out a procession on the
court premises in Old Dhaka
around 9:00am.

Shakhawat Ullah Khan
Anu, Eklas Uddin Bhuiyan,
Syeda Shahina Akhter Laily,
Abu Zafar Manik and Abdul
Khaleque Milon were
injured among others.

They were taken to the
National Medical College
Hospital and later moved to
[slami Bank Hospital.

Pro-Awami League law-
yers also brought out a pro-
cession on the court pre-
mises, protesting the block-
ade.

Meanwhile, a group of 50
people smashed the wind-
screens of at least 30 trucks
parked at Alibahar of
Postagola.

The blockaders set fire to
a bus parked in front of
Sonny Cinema Hall at
Mirpur-1 around 4:30am
when the driver, helper and
conductor of the bus were
sleeping inside it.

The trio, however, man-
aged to escape the burning
bus.

Yards away another bus
was torched around 6:30am.

The blockade supporters
attacked Madina Tank office
owned by Awami League
leader Hazi Selim on Central
Road and vandalised four
vehicles inside its com-
pound.

The group also vanda-
lised eight more vehicles on
Green Road around 7:30am,
creating panic in the area.
Later, a few Chhatra league
men chased the attackers
away.

The blockaders vanda-
lised the windowpanes of
LabAid Hospital in
Dhanmondi, said Imran
Chowdhury, director of the
hospital.

In Sirajganj, Jamaat activ-
ist Wares Ali, 60, died at
Enayetpur. He was injured
during a clash between 18-
party activists and pro-
government activists. He
died on the way to hospital.

The blockaders went on

the rampage at the western
end of the Bangabandhu
Bridge approach road and at
Enayetpur and clashed with
police and ruling party activ-
ists.

More than 50 vehicles
were vandalised there. Some
were torched. At least 50
people including policemen
were injured. Ten of them
sustained bullet injuries.

Mashiur

FROM PAGE 20
government work now, and
left the place.

Shamsul told this corre-
spondent he did not come
on any official work. Since he
is now free, he comes here
sometimes and chats with
the commission members.

Mashiur is on leave to
fulfil a condition of the
World Bank concerning its
allegation of graft in the
bridge project.

HIGHLIGHTS

Abul cannot shrug off responsibility
of corruption conspiracy

Authorities repeatedly dissolved
tender committee to help Lavalin

Officials misinformed last tender
committee about top bidder

ACC to further enquire about 15
persons including Abul, Mashiur

Abul Hossain, Abul Hasan,
Mashiur's names in Ramesh's diary

Tender official leaked bid
information to vested quarters to
favour Lavalin

Findings in short

FROM PAGE 1
tender evaluation commit-

tee thrice and formed a
fourth one headed by Prof
Jamilur Reza Chowdhury
without giving it full tech-
nical and financial infor-
mation about the bidders.

The division wasted 22
months in the process,
which the World Bank
deems as suspicious and
part of a corruption con-
spiracy.

The ACC investigators
did not recommend suing
ex-cominunications minis-
ter Syed Abul Hossain but
they mentioned that as a
minister he could not shrug
off the responsibility for the
corruption conspiracy.

“But to prove allegations
against him in the court,
solid evidence is needed,”
said the ACC team in its
enquiry report on corrup-
tion allegations in the $2.9
billion project.

According to the World
Bank note, several individ-
uals, including Abul
Hossain, sought from SNC
Lavalin 10 percent of $50
million (about Tk 38 crore)
to help it qualify as the top
bidder in the tender for
supervising the bridge's
construction.

The ACC prepared its
report based on the inter-
rogation of 29 people, and
opinions from legal
experts.

The ACC investigators
recently submitted a report
with findings on 10 people,
including Abul Hossain,
who was at the helm of the
communication ministry,
the parent body of the
Bridges Division.

The commission is now
making preparations for
further enquiry against 15
persons, including Abul
Hossain and Prime
Minister's Economic
Affairs Adviser Mashiur
Rahman.

The report mentioned
that ACC lawyer Anisul
Haque gave the opinion
that even if no evidence of
corruption conspiracy is
found against them, they
can be charged with mis-
use of power.

The report exempted
Mashiur on the basis of his
statement to the ACC that if
there were any irregulari-
ties in the tender, they had
taken place before he
joined as the Integrity
Adviser of Padma bridge
project. Though his name
was mentioned in a diary of
SNC Lavalin official
Ramesh Saha, he claimed
he had never met any
Lavalin official.

The report said evidence
of corruption conspiracy
was found against seven
people -- the secretary of
the Bridges Division, three
other government officials
and three SNC Lavalin
officials.

ACC TEAM'S FINDINGS
ON 10 PERSONS

SYED ABUL HOSSAIN: his
name was mentioned in
Ramesh's diary in which
the SNC Lavalin official
wrote about “the bribe”.
The ACC could not find any
trace of monetary transac-
tions involving Abul. But
the World Bank has filed
complaint against him.
None of the people quizzed
by the ACC named Abul
directly but they gave indi-

cations of his involvement.
Solid evidence must be
collected ifhe is to be sued.

ABUL HASAN

CHOWDHURY: the former
foreign minister, who does
not hold any post in the
incumbent government,
regularly visited the
Bridges Division. He intro-
duced two Lavalin officials
to Abul Hossain, who
claimed that Chowdhury
lobbied for Lavalin. But
there is no documentary
evidence of it. His name
was also mentioned in
Ramesh's diary.
NIXON CHOWDHURY: He
is brother of parliament
whip Nure Alam
Chowdhury. He lobbied for
Lavalin at the Bridges
Division. His name was
also mentioned in
Ramesh's diary but not
much evidence was found
against him.

MOSHARRAF HOSSAIN
BHUIYAN: The ACC report
recommended suing the
former secretary of the
Bridges Division, as he is
directly responsible for
dissolving the tender evalu-
ation committee four times.
He tried his best to ensure
that Lavalin gets the job. At
least four persons, includ-
ing ex-director of the bridge
project Rafiqul Islam gave
statements against him and
said Lavalin was not quali-
fied for the bridge consul-
tancy job, yet the evaluation
comimittee was formed four
times to give the job to that
company. Several govern-
ment officials and individu-
als received help from
Bhuiyan and hid informa-
tion from the last committee
headed by Prof Jamilur Reza
Chowdhury. Ramesh's diary
mentions Bhuiyan.

KAZI FERDOUS: the
member secretary of ten-
der evaluation committee
was involved in leaking the
committee's confidential
information to vested
interests to favour Lavalin.
When the committee led
by Jamilur Reza was
formed, he confused the
committee with wrong
information about
Halcrow, considered as the
top bidder.

REAZ ZABER: the mem-
ber of tender committee
and executive engineer of
roads and highways also
served Lavalin's interests.

MD MOSTAFA: the local
agent of SNC Lavalin facili-
tated meetings between
Lavalin officials and minis-
ter and secretaries.

THREE FOREIGN
OFFICIALS OF LAVALIN:
Ramesh, Ismail and Kevin
have privately met with
minister, secretary and
influential groups inside
and outside the govern-
ment. They have tried to
bag the job by offering
financial benefits. The
Canadian court is now
trying Ramesh and Ismail.
Ramesh maintained a diary
in which he wrote the
names of several powerful
people in Bangladesh. He
referred to the minister as
“min” or the secretary as
“sec” or the project director
as “PD". He also mentioned
which person would get
what share of bribe. Ismail,
on the other hand, main-
tained communication
with the Bangladeshi offi-
cials.

Correction

In the report headlined
"Prof Khan Sarwar no
more" published in The
Daily Star yesterday, we
inadvertently wrote he was
the "high commissioner”
to Poland instead of “am-
bassador”. In addition, he
was a "former" TIB chair-
person, not the "first" TIB
chairperson. We regret the
errors.

4pc was tor Abul
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officials Ramesh,
Mohammad Ismail and
Kevin Wales.

The rest are Kazi
Mohammad Ferdous, ex-
secretary of tender evalua-
tion committee for the
bridge construction;
Executive Engineer of
Roads and Highway
Department Reaz Ahmed
Zaber and Lavalin's local
agent Mohammad Mostofa.

On Tuesday, the ACC
team submitted its draft
report where it had named
Syed Abul Hossain, former
state minister for foreign
affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury and business-
man Nixon Chowdhury,
brother of Ruling Awami
League Whip Noor-E-Alam
Chowdhury.

The trio were dropped
in the final report because
the team has no “hard
evidence” against them,
added the sources.

The World Bank's exter-
nal panel, which visited
the ACC for the second
time from December 2 to
5, left Dhaka unhappy over
the omission of Syed Abul
Hossain's name as a top
corruption suspect in the
project.

Two high-ups and a
legal adviser of the graft
watchdog argued desper-
ately with the WB's exter-
nal panel about why the
name of Abul Hossain
would not be dropped, a
competent ACC source said.

A high ACC official who
opposed Abul Hossain's
inclusion told The Daily
Star that it was true
Ramesh mentioned 4
percent against the ex-
minister's name. But the
Lavalin official did not put
any date and this indicates
the bribe was not given yet.

Ramesh might have
decided to offer the bribe
to Abul. But the ex-
minister might not have
been aware of it and in that
sense the ACC cannot
blame him, the official
added.

"So far, we didn't find
any proof in favour of the
allegation against Abul
Hossain."

But while Abul was the
communications minister,
the Bridges Division
repeatedly dissolved the
tender evaluation com-
mittee to favour Lavalin. In
this regard, the ACC official
noted that the investigators
had not found any proof in
Abul's role in dissolving or
forming the committees.

Another official said the
ACC needs not defend
Abul so much. The ex-
minister should be impli-
cated as his name has
surfaced. If he can prove
his innocence, the court will
acquit him.

Yesterday, the enquiry
report was submitted to
ACC Director General
Khondakar Muhammad
Aminur Rahman, who will
now forward it to legal
advisers.

Once the advisers send
back the report along with
their opinions, the DG will
submit it to the chairman
and two commissioners. It
might take a day or two.

The ACC launched the
enquiry in September last
year after the WB raised
corruption allegations in
the project.

ACC sources say unless
the anti-graft body files a
First Information Report
(FIR), it cannot launch a
formal investigation as
expected by the global
lender.

The WB cancelled its
$1.2 billion funding on
June 29, saying it had proof
of a "corruption conspir-
acy" involving
Bangladeshi officials,
executives of a Canadian
firm and some individuals.

The global lender on
September 21 decided to
revive the loan after the
Bangladesh government
agreed to the WB's terms
and conditions.

A murder
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died after he was taken to

Mitford Hospital for treat-
ment.

According to dozens of
eyewitnesses, the attackers
are BCL activists of
Jagannath University
(JnU), but the university
unit dismissed the claim.

It all began around
8:30am when a group of
pro-opposition lawyers
brought out a procession,
marching towards Bahadur
Shah Park in support of the
opposition-called blockade.

A group of BCL activists
of InU attacked the proces-
sion and beat up some
lawyers, witnesses said. In
a few minutes, a sound of
an explosion was heard
nearby and the BCL men
started chasing pedestrians.

Bishwajit, who was also
among the pedestrians, ran
for life and got into a
nearby building, said
Ripon Sarder, a rickshaw
puller who took him to the
hospital.

"They [the attackers]
were beating him even as
he was running for life,”
Ripon added.

According to family
members, Bishwajit was
not involved with any
political party. Originally
from Shariatpur, he used to
live with his elder brother at
Hrishikesh Das Lane at
Sutrapur.

"He used to go to his
shop and come home from
there, and he was not
involved in anything else.
He was fond of cricket,”
said Rocky Das, a cousin of
Bishwajit.

Family members also
criticised the hospital
authority for its negligence
in treating him. But the
hospital authorities dis-
missed the allegation. They
said the victim died of exces-
sive bleeding.

Babul Sur, owner of the
market at Shakhari Bazar
where Bishwajit's shop
was, said Bishwajit used to
run the shop all by himself.

"Generally he used to

keep his shop open from
10:30am to 10:00pm, six
days a week. On Fridays he
keptit open till 2:00pm and
then played cricket with
children on the roof of the
market and streets,” he said.
'NO KILLING LINK'
Sirajul Islam Siraj, general
secretary of the BCL unit at
JnU, denied that anyone
from the unit was involved
in the killing.

Talking to The Daily Star,
he said his unit brought out
a procession yesterday to

celebrate the Bangladesh
win against the West Indies.

Siraj also claimed he
heard that activists of
Chhatra Dal and Chhatra

Shibir killed Bishwajit to
shift the blame on BCL.

Ashraf meets
WB country
director

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Syed Ashraful
[slam met Ellen Goldstein,
World Bank country direc-
tor for Bangladesh, at the
latter's residence last
night.

Syed Ashraf, also general
secretary of the ruling
Awami League, discussed
the WB's financing for the
Padma bridge project in
the meeting that began at
about 7:15pm, said party
sources.

He came out of
Goldstein's residence at
about 8:00pm and headed
for Mymensingh, they said.

The minister earlier met
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina at the Gono
Bhaban. He went to the WB
country director's resi-
dence on instructions
from the prime minister,
the sources added.

Turkey to
host Afghan-
Pak summit

AFP, Ankara

The presidents of
Afghanistan and Pakistan
will hold talks in Turkey on
Tuesday and Wednesday in
a bid to resolve a row after
Kabul claimed an attack
against its spy chief was
planned in Pakistan, an
official said.

The assassination
attempt on National
Directorate of Security
(NDS) chief Asadullah
Khalid was carried out
Thursday by an attacker
who claimed to be a
Taliban peace envoy but
had a bomb hidden in his
underwear.

Afghan President Hamid
Karzai did not directly
blame Pakistan for the
attack but said the Taliban
alone would not have been
able to carry out the bomb-
ing and that "bigger hands
were involved".

Parties must talk
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"A strong commitment was

expressed by everyone...all
stake-holders have
expressed their commit-
ment to holding free, fair
and inclusive election, and
none of them said they will
boycott the election,” he
said.

The assistant secretary
general of the UN depart-
ments of political affairs
said he was optimistic
about a dialogue between
the ruling and opposition
parties.

How it [the agreement]
can be reached is the deci-
sion of Bangladeshis. But
the United Nations encour-
ages dialogue and open
exchanges to identify the
solution, he added.

Referring to his meet-
ings with the prime minis-
ter, leader of the opposi-
tion, political and civil
society leaders and others
concerned, he said “I have
listened to the interlocu-
tors to learn more about
the current environment in
the country and to get a
sense of general sentiment
and desires of Bangladeshi
people.

"All the interlocutors
with whom I had met have
aspired to parliamentary
elections that are inclusive,
peaceful and credible and
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to work towards that.

"The expectation of the
Bangladeshi people for
elections, with the full
participation of major
political parties, is higher
than ever. The UN shares
that hope," he said.

He urged all concerned
to keep the overall objec-
tive of credible, inclusive
and peaceful elections as
their main goal, and
encouraged in particular

political leaders to work
together to ensure a condu-
cive environment.

Referring to the
demands of the opposition
for restoration of caretaker
government, he said, the
United Nations did not
have any official position
on the issue.

About the UN support
for election, he said the UN
maintains a strong local
presence in Bangladesh
and it would continue to
work for the people of this
country, and to provide
technical assistance to the
EC to increase its efficiency
for holding a credible elec-
tion.

He urged the political
parties, civil society mem-
bers and the media to
engage constructively with
the Election Commission
to ensure a suitable envi-
ronment for it so that it can
effectively operate and
fulfilits mandate.

Ctg-12
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lawmaker Akhtaruzzaman

Chowdhuryon November 4.

Declaring the schedule at
a news briefing at the EC
Secretariat conference
room, Chief Election
Commissioner Kazi
Rakibuddin Ahmad said the
EC would take all necessary
measures to hold the by-
elections in a free and fair
manner.

The EC appointed Farhad
Ahmed Khan, Chittagong
regional election officer, as
returning officer to conduct
the by-polls.

Over 2.50 lakh voters are
entitled to cast their votes to
elect a new lawmaker to
represent them for the
remaining days of the
incumbent government.



