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PHOTO: STAR

SK Richard hosting a programme of Green Radio of FM radio channel Radio Today. The photo was taken recently.

HSBC -$tar CLIMATE AWARDEE 2011

Green Radio committed
to green earth

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Since 2010, HSBC-The Daily Star
Climate Awards have been recognis-
ing individuals and organisations
actively working towards preserving
the environment.

This year's awards will be given on
december 14 at Ruposhi Bangla Hotel

inthecapital.

Last year the organisers awarded
one government and four private
organisations for their pioneering
role in addressing climate change
and environmental degradation. Of
the four, Green Radio, a programme
of Radio Today, a popular FM radio
channel, won the Climate Champion
in Knowledge Management award for
its contribution to research, explora-
tion and raising awareness.

Green Radio began its journey in
2009 with a “commitment to green
earth”. Rafiqul Haque, managing
director of Radio Today, first envis-
aged the project in order to generate
awareness among its audience on

rarious environment-related
issues.

The show has been on air every
day from 7:15am to 8:00am since
April 2009.

“We highlight all national and

international environmental con-
cerns, including global warming,
climate change, natural disasters,
depletion of natural resources and
urbanisation,” says Nusrat Islam
Khan, project officer and chief
researcher of the programme.

“In addition to discussions on
these topics, we also incorporate
success stories, interviews and
research findings on the environ-
ment in our programme as well as
highlighting different events, initia-
tives and campaigns undertaken by
individuals or organisations,” she
adds.

Green Radio also has a segment
called Green Hour, which gives lis-
teners daily national and interna-
tional news updates on the environ-
ment.

The team maintains contacts with
a wide range of stakeholders, from
attected people at the grassroots
level to policymakers at the national
level, from researchers and academ-
ics to local administration, for assis-
tance in producing the show.

[t addresses each issue in a holistic
manner through exploring its difter-
ent facets by using case studies,
research and interviews.

Nusrat says that initially the

130 turtles seized,
2 arrested

show's primary target audience was
the elderly population. But recent
polls suggest another fact.

“It is very interesting to find that a
major section of our main audience
comprise farmers, who wake up in
the morning to listen to the radio on
their mobiles as they work,” she
says, adding that students too listen
toiton theirway to class.

The show, hosted by SK Richard, is
run by a promising young team com-
prising Nusrat, Matish Hasan, Sanjay
Kamal and Sakib Swapnil.

Md Moniruzzaman Khan, general
manager of Radio Today, says they
included young minds in the project
to push the boundaries and bring
new and creative ideas to the table.

The team says one challenge they
faced is that people at grassroots
level expect them to intervene and
change the status quo. "Our main
objective is to raise awareness as a
media. We do not have the resources
to carry out large scale program-
matic interventions,” says Nusrat.

Green Radio hopes to broadcast
its programme on multiple plat-
forms in the near tfuture. The team is
working to develop a web page with a
view to sharing its work with a

broader audience.
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Some of the 130 turtles seized by police from two persons arrested during a
drive at Chittagong Railway Station yesterday.
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Police yesterday seized 130 turtles and
arrested two persons from Chittagong
Railway Station.

The arrestees are Zakir Hossain, 25,
and Hiran Mia, 20.

Acting on a tip off, a team of
Government Railway Police con-
ducted a drive at plattorm 5 of the
railway station and detained the two
who were about to board the Chattala
Express, an intercity train bound for
Dhaka, said Ahsan Habib, officer-in-
charge of the railway police.

Law enforcers found 130 turtles
after searching four plastic bags
belonging to Zakir and Hiran, added
the OC.

During primary interrogation, the

detainees admitted that they got the
turtles from Chittagong Fishery Ghat
and were taking them to Akhora and
had law enforcers not apprehended
them, the turtles might have been
smuggled, the OC said.

A case was filed under the Wild
Animals Preservation Act and the
turtles would be handed over to forest

department, he said.
The OC further added that police

later on produced the three before a
Chittagong court and prayed for a
three-day remand for further interro-
gation.

“As turtles are not sold on the open
market, we suspect that they would
have been smuggled, and so, we can

get more information after further

interrogation,” he told the court.
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Beyond The Lines

An Autobiography

By eminent journalist KULDIP NAYAR

A book full of Nayar’s personal experiences and
reminiscences from the Pakistan resolution at

Lahore in 1940 to the partition in 1947, to the

birth ot Bangladesh and much more.
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2.5 7 Discount

Regular price: Tk 600 (Paperback)

For your copy or any inquiry please
contact the information desk or

call : 01711837719

" INOKIA PRESENTS
% SUNIDHI CHAUHAN

L Phaka

Date: 04 January 2013 | Venue: Army Stadium
Gate opens: 3 pm | Concert starts: 5.30 pm
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