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Bangladesh players celebrate with their second major silverware after defeating the West Indies in the fifth and final ODI at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday.

"This is for the martyrs'

-Tigers take
a bow

Well done Tigers. We
are proud of your
achievement at the
home of Bangladesh
cricket on Saturday
night. It was a night to
behold for many rea-
sons. The first and
foremost was the pure
joy that we were served
with by Musfiqur
Rahim's men over the
last nine days that
culminated in a fabu-
lous 3-2 series win
against the West Indies.
Bangladesh had previ-
ously won a couple of
bilateral series but this
success against a
resurgent Caribbean
side will count as the
biggest silverware after
that near miss in the
Asia Cup at the same
venue in March this
year.

The seeds of success
are sown in defeats.

SEE PAGE 17 COL 4

NAIMUL KARIM

O’ _ For a moment it
@! SAH.‘;A‘E._.;EE' seemed like the

- game would
never end. The nerves were jittery
even when Bangladesh needed just
four runs to win in the 43rd over with
four wickets in hand. That was the
precise moment when Shohag Gazi,
who almost carried the hosts home
with his aggressive batting, was
caught behind. The scenario only
worsened when Abdur Razzak was
trapped in front by Kemar Roach in

the very same over.
The inevitable question was asked

by many towards the end of the game
-- can Bangladesh actually lose it
from here? Those last few minutes
seemed like hours for thousands of
fans sitting at the edge of their seats
at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium vesterday. Even Nasir
Hossain's cut-shot towards the
boundary, which eventually didn't
reach the fence but brought the
entire Bangladesh team on to the

pitch, didn'tend the game.
The moment of truth though,

arrived off the very next ball, when

another cut over cover finally
relieved the hosts of their misery. As
captain Mushfiqur Rahim put it, at
the end of the game, it was 'more

than just a mere series victory'.
"Before this series, when we

whitewashed them at home, that was
a weak team. The 4-0 win against
New Zealand wasn't against their
best possible team. But this West
Indian team are the T20 world cham-
pions. And we weren't playing with a
full-strength team either, so it just

feelsamazing," said Mushfiqur.
"In the last two matches our bowl-

ing was good but we couldn't field
and bat well. Our plan today was to
play as a team and give our heart and
soul in all three departments, and |
am really happy that everything went
according to plan,” explained an
excited Mushfiqur.

Bangladesh's chase yesterday
evening was dominated by partner-
ships. The first one was between
Mushfiqur and Mahmudullah Riyad,
who was promoted up the order. The
fall of the senior pair brought to the
wicket young Mominul Haque and
Nasir Hossain, who shared another
half-century stand.

"We never thought that the match
would slip out of our hands. Even
after [Mahmudullah| Riyad bhai got
out, | had the belief that we could
win. After I got out, Mominul and
Nasir played very well. I think they
played better than us because they
were under more pressure. The way
Shohag [Gazi] scored those 19 runs

also contributed,” said Mushfiqur.
The 91-run stand for the fourth

wicket with Riyad in particular res-
cued the hosts as they were strug-
gling at 30 for 3 in the initial stages.
"On the field and off the field we
|[Rivad and Mushfiqur| spend a lot of
time together, so we are lucky that as
seniors we could provide the part-
nership. The responsibility was a lot
more because Shakib [Al Hasan]
wasn't there and Tamim [Igbal]
couldn't perform the way we wanted

to,” said the captain.
The captain also had good words

for Shafiul Islam, who picked up
three wickets and bowled four maid-
ens, and Mominul whose two wick-
etsin two overs applied the brakes on
the visitors' run-flow. He also batted

sensibly for his 25 and provided Nasir
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

'Tigers showed
character’

SPORTS REPORTER
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- Buoved by a 2-0 whitewash of the
Q’l SAHARA , . .

hosts in the Test series, West Indies
captain Darren Sammy aimed for a 5-
0 series win in the ODIs against Bangladesh when speak-

ing on the eve of the first match in Khulna.
Nine days later, the visiting captain sat in the press

conference room of the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium
in Mirpur after Bangladesh took the series 3-2 by winning

the decider yesterday, trying to explain the result.
"Well, we were talking about [ICC ranking| points, so

in order to get 5 points we had to win 5-0," said a disap-
pointed Sammy. "But we didn't play well and we couldn't
play well. Bangladesh played well and they showed char-

acter and setup a good final today."
Sammy thought the partnership between player-of-

the-match Mahmudullah Rivad and his opposite number
Mushfiqur Rahim was the turning point, while also saying

thatWest Indies did not put enough runs on the board.
"Today we had a good partnership and we crumbled

again. At one point we were looking at 240 plus, we didn't
capitalise on that partnership between [Darren| Bravo and
[Kieron] Pollard. We did get the early wickets, but the cap-
tain [Mushfiqur Rahim] and Mahmudullah [Riyad| batted
very well. The difference for me was that they had another
partnership of 50 plus [after their fifty-run stand in a losing

cause in the fourth ODI on Friday]," said Sammy.
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2
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SCOREBOARD

WEST INDIES

Powell st Rahim b Gazi 1
Gayle c Nasirb Shafiul 2
Samuels run out 1
Bravo c Haque b Mahmudullah 51
Pollard b Mominul 85
Sammy Jahurulb Mominul 2
Thomas ¢ Rahim b Shafiul 25
Russell lbw b Mahmudullah 0
Permaul runout 10
Narine notout !
Roach Ibw b Shafiul 0
Extras: (Ib-5, w-18) 23
Total: (Alloutin 48 overs) 217

Fall of wickets: 1-16, 2-17, 3-17, 4-149,
5-151,6-188,7-188,8-204,9-217

Bowler 0 M R W
Shohag 0 2 321
Shafiul 9 4 31 3
Sunny 8 0 58 0
Razzak 9 1 39 0
Mahmudullah 10 1 38 2
Mominul 2 0 14 2
BANGLADESH

Tamim b Roach 8
Anamul cPollard b Roach 0
Jahurul cThomas b Roach 10
Mushfiqurb Narine 44
Mahmudullah b Narine 43
Nasir not out 39
Mominul lbwb Narine 25
Sohag cThomas b Roach 19
Razzaklbwb Roach 0
Sunny notout 1

Extras: (b-3,1b-4, w-18,nb-2) 27
Total: (For 8 wktsin 44 overs) 221
Did not bat: Shafiul

Fall of wickets: 1-8, 2-9, 3-30, 4-121, 5-
133,6-186

Bowler 0 M R W
Roach 9 0 5 5
Sammy 5 1 23 0
Russell 0 0 51 0
Narine 10 1 38 3
Permaul 9 0 39 0
Samuels 1 0 7 0

Result: Bangladesh won by 2 wickets

andwon the 5-0DI series 3-2.

Player-of-the-match: Mahmudullah.
Player-of-the-series: Mushfiqur

Rahim.

Mash may
miss T20

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh fast bowler
Mashrafe Bin Mortaza,
who missed out on the
last game of the ODI
series between
Bangladesh and West
Indies, has suffered from a
muscle tear on his left leg
and is likely to sit out the
only T20 International
against the tourists

fomorrow.
SEE PAGE 17 COL 5
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Drexel is proud to congratulate
Nawab Haider Ghani

for  receiving “Edexcel’s
High Achievers” award for
scoring 7A’'s with 3A* in
one sitting, May 2012.
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All-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan has decided to
begin a new innings in his
life as he is all set to tie the
knot this week. Sources

close to Shakib have
SEE PAGE 17 COL 1
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Riyad's just reward

SAKEB SUBHAN

o — On a March night ear-
Q'l SAHARA™ | ;.. (his year,

CUP 2012

{ B Bangladesh vice-
captain Mahmudullah Rivad stood at the
crease with shoulders hunched and head
bowed as Pakistan's players ran amuck in
celebration of a 2-run victory in the Asia
Cup final. He left the field amid the deaf-
eningsilence of a million hearts breaking.

Riyad must then have wondered if he
was destined to live within the inches
separating glory from anonymity. That
thought must have recurred when he was
last man out -- after displaying rare cour-
age in taking numerous bodyblows from a
rampant Tino Best -- in the first Test
against West Indies last month as
Bangladesh failed to chase 245.

He has been the silent man of
Bangladesh cricket. In the brilliance of the
exploits of Shakib Al Hasan and Tamim
Igbal, his quality has often been pushed to
the background. But as he has so often
shown, he is a batsman of high quality and
as evident from his willingness to bat any-
whereinthe order, ateam man to the core.

Even during that miraculous ninth-
wicket partnership with Shafiul Islam that

won them the 2011 World Cup match at
Chittagong against England, it was
Shatfiul, the lower-order batsman who
outscored him, but keener followers
noted Riyad's serenity that was key to that
win.

But the man behind the scenes of the
Tigers' glories stepped out of the shadows
in this five-ODI series against the West
Indies, spectacularly so in the decider last
night at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium. Coming in at 30 for three and
chasing a similar target to the one the
Tigers had failed by a distance the previ-
ous night, Riyad seized his moment. His
contribution was a 45-ball 48, but it

defined the Tigers' response.
Promoted up the order atter batting at

seven formost of the series, he realised the
importance of taking the game by the
scruff of the neck. In doing so he ensured
that the run-rate was not an issue when he
departed the scene 91 runs later. Batting
was not the easiest against the West
Indians on the Mirpur pitch -- Kemar
Roach was bowling at furious pace while
Sunil Narine brought all the tricks out of

his bag of mystery -- but still the man
SEE PAGE 17 COL 1



