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Cage pisciculture is nowadays gaining popularity in Patuakhali district. Photo shows poor farmers of Kumirmara village under Neelganj union of

Kalapara upazila cultivating felapiafish in the cages set up in the nearby Pakhimara canal.
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People of Sonakanda village in Daudkandi upazila of Comilla
brought out a procession on Tuesday, demanding punish-
ment to Saddam Hossain who threw acid on Madrasa stu-

dent Farzana Akhter causing her death on Monday.
BSF abducts Bangladeshi

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Indian Border Security (BSF) force picked up a farmer from
near the zero line of Tentulia border in Panchagarh district
Wednesday afternoon. He was identified as Ahsanullah,
35, son of Enayetullah of Kazipara village in Tentulia
upazila. Md Shahjahan Ali, company commander of
Tentulia border outpost (BOP), told this correspondent
over cellphone that the BSF personnel at Haftiagoch camp
picked up Ahsanullah while he was working on his farm-
land ataround 2:15pm. BGB senta letter to its Indian coun-
terpart demanding return of Ahsanullah.

28 Rohingyas sent back

A CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Bazar

Members of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) yesterday
sent back 28 Rohingyas to Myanmar. Lt Col
Khalequazzaman, commanding officer of BGB 17
Battalion, said BGB personnel arrested the Rohingya
intruders at Bhalukhali, Ghumghum and Tambru in
Naikhangchari upazila of the district in the morning. Later,
they were sent back with food and medicine, he added.

Khulnatrader murdered
A CORRESPONDENT, Khuina

Police recovered the body of a local trader in Rupsha Bridge
area in the city yesterday afternoon. The deceased was identi-
fied as Alamgir Hossain Bidyut, 28, son of late Azibur Hossain
of Labonchora area at Bangladesh Sea Food Road under
Khulna Kotwali police station. Manash Ranjan Das, sub-
inspector of the PS, said on information, they recovered
Bidyut's body from an under construction building in the
area. He might have been killed by his business partner fol-
lowing an altercation over money transaction, said the SL
UNBidentified BidyutasaJubo League activistofward no 31.

BSF handsover 32

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole, Jessore

Thirty-two Bangladeshis returned home on Tuesday after
serving three years in an Indian jail. Benapole checkpost
Immigration OC Kamruzaman said, a gang of human
traffickers took them to India promising to give good jobs
in Mumbai five years ago through Jessore border. Later,
they were arrested in Mumbai city. The victims hailed from
Faridpur, Bagerhat, Satkhira and Narail districts, he said.
BSF handed them over to Bangladesh authorities on com-
pletion of official procedure. The immigration police later
handed them over to Rights Jessore and Ahsania Mission to
take them to respective families.
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Chandpur district unit of Bangladesh Medical
Association yesterday brought out a procession in the
town demanding punishment to the killers of Dr. Sajia
Afrin Eva. Eva was strangled in Khulna city while on duty
at a private clinic on November 30.

Fish culture in cages a
boon to poor farmers

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

The newly introduced cage
pisciculture has come as a
boon to poor farmers, espe-
cially those living near open

water bodies in the district.
Twenty-five poor farmers

of Kumirmara village of
Nilganj union under
Kalapara upazila have
already gained success by
cultivating tilapia fish in 25
cages set in Pakhimara
canal, thanks to the initiative
of Speed Trust, alocal NGO.
Forty more farmers in the
same village have also
received cages to cultivate
fish while five poor women
at Sheali village under
Patuakhali Sadar upazila
have started the easy short

duration fish culture.
Many poor fish farmers

are showing interest to learn
the new method to remove
their poverty.

Speed Trust gave 25
cages, each measuring
10X10X5 feet, to 25 poor
farmers of Kumirmara vil-
lage under Kalapara upazila

for cultivation of tilapia fish.
Each cage costing Tk

12,000 was given free of cost.
The NGO also gave 22,500

tilapia fry worth Tk 84,000
for cultivation in the cages,
said Kuddus Howlader,
secretary of the fish cultiva-
tors' association comprising

25 members.
"After setting the cages in

the canal we released the fry
there on July 19 this year. We
put sufficient food into the
cages, netted two tonnes of
fish in the second week of
November and earned Tk
over two lakh by selling it. We
expect earning the same
amount by selling the
remaining fish in the cages
inlate December.

"We have already distrib-
uted Tk 75,000 from the
money among 25 farmers for
cultivation of seasonal vege-
tables on their yard. The rest
of the earning has been kept
in a bank account,” Kuddus
said.

Fish cultivation in three
cages can easily earn a
farmer Tk 30,000 per year,
said Jasim Uddin, a member
of the association.

"We will extend our activ-

ities soon as achievement of
the project is very satisfac-
tory," said Madhobi
Hossain, team leader of the
project under Kalapara

office of Speed Trust.
Under a similar project,

five ultra poor women of
Sheali village under
Patuakhali Sadar upazila
also started cultivating
tilapia fish in five cages late

November,
The initiative has been

taken under a project of
Expansion of Cereal Systems
Initiative for South Asia with
the financial support of
USAID, said Biswajit
Mondal, aquaculture devel-
opment officer of WorldFish
Center.

The five-year project,
aiming at increasing house-
hold income, food security,
and overall livelihood in
impoverished and agricul-
ture dependent areas of
Bangladesh, started in
September 2010 in collabo-
ration with IRRI, CIMMYT
and WorldFish Center,

The project intervention
areas belongto 31 districts.
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Jamaat-Shibir activists vandalise this pickup van of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) at
Mohananda bus stand area in Chapainawahganj town yesterday. Sepoy Amzad Hossain,
driver of the vehicle, which was going to Ranihaat of Shibganj from 9 BGB Battalion head-

guarters in Chapainawabganj, was injured during the attack.

Clash during Shibir-entorced
hartal in Khansama, 4 hurt

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) activists clashed with
Jamaat-Shibir men during a
daylong hartal in Khansama
upazila of the district yester-
day, leaving at least four
people from both sides
injured.

Jamaat's student wing
I[slami Chhatra Shibir
enforced the hartal yester-
day protesting the death of
its activist Md Mojahid
Hossain Biplob during a
clash between police and
Jamaat-Shibir men at
Ranirbandar village under

Chirirbandar upazila on

Monday.
Yesterday's clash ensued
at around 10:30am when

BCL activists swooped on
pro-hartal supporters at
Pakerhaat, said Md Jahangir
Alam, officer-in-charge of
Khansama Police Station.
Police dispersed the BCL
and Jamaat-Shibir men and
took control of the area
within 10 minutes, the OC

added.
Two of the injured--Md

Akkal Ali, 58, and Md Igbal
Hossain, 50--belong to
Jamaat. They were taken to
Pakerhaat health complex
and then shifted to Dinajpur

Medical College Hospital.
Jamaat-Shibir leaders

and activists brought out
several processions in the
town and different upazila
headquarters in the morn-
ing. Picketers put up barri-
cades on roads at different
points of the district head-

quarters.
Additional police along

with BGB and Rab members
were deployed in the town
during hartal hours. Barring
Khansama incident, the
Shibir-enforced hartal was
by and large peaceful in
other parts of the district,
said Police Superintendent
MoinulIslam.

THAKURGAON CS OFFICE
Gangsters snatch tenders,

drive away contractors

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Alocal gang on Monday prevented bonafide
contractors from submitting tender at the
Panchagarh civil surgeon's (CS) office for

supply of medicines and surgical requisites.
The aggrieved contractors alleged that

politically influential local syndicates, hav-
ing taken a bribe of Tk 20 lakh, allowed only
three companies to submit 18 bids against
six categories. The law requires a minimum
of three biddings against a single category.
The gang deployed by the syndicates
stopped other contractors at the CS office
gate and snatched their envelopes, contain-

ing the tender papers.
A few contactors also submitted written

complaints to the CS, urging him to invite

fresh tender.
On October 17, the civil surgeon office

invited tender for work in six categories.
As many as 142 schedules were sold until

November 28, the last date of sale of tender
documents. December 3 was the last date for

dropping schedules at the CS office.
A representative of the Two-Star

Enterprise from Mymensingh, Sabbir
Ahmed told the reporters that a gang of
about 30-35 youths snatched from him five
sealed envelops, containing pay orders and
necessary papers for participating in the

tenders.
“They (the gang) forcibly took me to

Panchagarh bus terminal and asked me to
leave the town,” Sabbir said.

Owner of the Two-Star Enterprise
Nasiruddin later filed a written complaint
with the civil surgeon office and urged the CS
to float a fresh tender.

Owner of Jawad Drug House in Dhaka,

Abdur Rahim, told this correspondent over
cell phone that his representative could not
to submit the bids as a gang of about 30-35

youths waylaid him.
Nazrul Islam, owner of Aleya Corporation

in Dhaka had the same tale to tell. He said
that the public exchequer will ultimately
suffer losses for such a syndicated move that

manipulated the prices.

Every year the CS office in Panchagarh
spends about Tk 1.5 crore to procure medi-
cine surgical requisites (MSR).

Three companies from Dhaka have been
supplying items for the last two years and
interestingly, they are the only ones who
were “allowed” to submit the bids, Nazrul

[slam said.
Civil Surgeon Dr. Mozammel Haque told

this correspondent that he was not aware of
any such incident. “We are unable to do
anything (fresh tender) due to their delayed

complaints,” he said.
On 28 November tender schedules were

snatched from two contractors allegedly by
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) and Jubo
League activists on Panchagarh civil sur-
geon (CS) office premises, contractors

alleged.
Md Shahan Shah and Waliur Rahman,

representatives of Aleya Corporation and
Banani Medical Store, Dhaka faced a similar
wrath on the day when they emerged from
the CS's office after buying the schedules. A
group of BCL and Jubo League men

snatched the schedules from them.
Besides submitting allegations to com-

plaining to the CS, the two men also lodged
complaints with the deputy commissioner
office and sought the DC's intervention in
the matter.

BCL LEADER POLASH MURDER
Burichong AL enforces hartal

UNB, Comilla road.

Polash was killed in a

A dawn-to-dusk hartal,
called by a section of
Burichong upazila unit
Awami League (AL) in the
upazila, was observed

peacefully yesterday.
The hartal was enforced

demanding expulsion of
upazila unit AL general
secretary Sazzad Hossain
over murder of BCL upazila
unit vice president Sarwar

Alam Polash.
All modes of wvehicles

went off the streets in the
upazila headquarters.
Educational institutions and
shops remained closed

during the hartal hours.
Vehicular movement on

Comilla-Brahmanpara road
remained suspended from 6
am to 3 pm as hartal sup-
porters put barricade on the

Abducted
boy
rescued

A CORRESPONDENT,
Jhalakathi

Police rescued a six-year-old
boy from Kalabagan area in
the district town on Tuesday
night, around eight hour

into hisabduction.
They also arrested

neighbour Kaniz Fatima
Lima, her father Taslim
Uddin, brother Tarikul
Islam Tushar, grandmother
Sufia Begum, one Manik
and his mother Rabeya
Begum in connection with
the abduction.

The victim, Arafat, son of
local trader Alamgir Hossain
of the area, is a student of
nursery at City
Kindergarten, said police.

Police said, on secret infor-
mation, a team led by addi-
tional superintendent of
police Mahidul Islam and ASP
(circle) AFM Anwar Hossain
Khan, raided the house of
Lima and rescued the boy

from hergrandmother's lap.
The boy was doped with

sedative after abduction,

said the ASP.
“Lima, also a drug ped-

dler, is an active member of
Lat Bhai gang in the area. Lat
Bhai alias Liton demanded
Tk 10 lakh as ransom from
Arafat's parents over mobile

phone”, he added.
Alamgir said his son went

missing after he went to one
Sujon's shop in the area for
buying a packet of potato
chips on Tuesday noon.

Leaders and activists of
Chhatra League brought out
pro-hartal processions in
the upazila.

Additional police were
deployed at strategic points
of the upazila.

factional clash due to inter-

nal conflict on Monday.
A case was filed, accusing

11 people, including
Bhurichong upazila chair-
man Sazzad Hossain, in this
connection.
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