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Kolkata Test from today

Dhoni expects pacers' pitch; Cook happy to have Finn
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India captain Mahendra Singh
Dhoni said he expects the wicket to
favour fast bowlers when the third
Test in Kolkata gets underway on
Wednesday, although the evidence
suggests that a slow turner -- closer
to Ahmedabad, where England lost
the first Test, than Mumbai, where
they won the second -- will be

presented at Eden Gardens.
"The wicket looks good. I don't

think there will be much help for the
spinners initially,” Dhoni said. "The
fast bowlers get a bit of swing at this
time of year, both at start of play and
then close to stumps. So I think the
role of fast bowlers will be very
crucial in this game."

"When you come to India you
want to play on turning tracks,
irrespective of the result. We lost the
last game, but still we want to play on
wickets that suit the subcontinent --
what the subcontinental challenge is
all about.

"If you're not really doing that
then that concept of playing around
the world, and facing ditferent

challenges, goes down the drain.
"If you come to India, why do you

want to play on wickets that are tlat

for the first three or four days?
"And sometimes even five days is

notenough to get aresult.

"1 feel the challenge is to play on
tracks that turn, and assist the
spinners.”

England could boast that they
beat India at their own game on a

spinners' pitch in Mumbai last week.
But Dhoni added: "It doesn't

matter if we lose a few games, or if we
win the series. The crucial thing is
that a cricketer who has played five or
six years can say '| went to the
subcontinent and the wickets were
turning and bouncing and I scored

runsor I failed'.
"We should still stick to turning

tracks because that's what our
strength is. That's what home

advantage means.
"It doesn't mean that when

Australia play in Australia and
England play in England they win all
the games -- but they still stick to the
speciality they have.

"It's the same for the
subcontinental teams. Whatever the
result, we'll stick to the kind of wicket
thatis our speciality.”

India off-spinner Harbhajan
Singh missed net practice because of
flu on Monday, and Yuvraj Singh took

a blow in the nets but the indications
were that both should be fit for
selection.

Meanwhile, England captain
Alastair Cook has welcomed the
pressure for places that has been
provided by Steven Finn's return to
fitness from a thigh injury.

Finn is set to replace vice-captain
Stuart Broad for this Test and Cook
said: "It's great he's now fully fit. He
adds competition to the squad, he'sa
fine bowler and it's great to have him
available for selection. It's disappointing
he's missed two games but it's great that
he's back and we've got some tough
selection meetings ahead ofus.

"But as a captain and as a coach,
that's what you want. You want

people pushing for places.”
Broad has been down on pace and

is wicketless in the opening two
matches and Cook said Finn could
give England something different.

Cook's opening partner Nick
Compton is happy to learn on the job
with England. The Somerset
batsman has made a solid start to his
international career and served
notice of his capabilities with an
impressive 30 not out from 28 balls to
help England seal a famous 10-
wicket victory in Mumbai in the
second Test.

BCB condoles
Kuntal's death
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The Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) expressed its
shock at the death of for-

SPORTS REPORTER

Goals galore
in youth
hockey
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mer Bangladesh under-19
wicketkeeper Kuntal
Chandra Pappon, who
represented the country
in the ICC Under-19

Tangail finished third in the Exim Bank 22nd
National Men's Handball Championship with a 44-
32 win over Kushtia in the place-deciding match at
the Shaheed (captain) M Mansur Ali National
Handball Stadium vesterday. Tangail led the first

Mostafizur Rahman and
Proshenjit Roy struck six
goals each as Rajshahi
overwhelmed Satkhira by
25-0 goals in the Agrani
Bank 23rd National Youth

Ticket sale
for 4th ODI

from today
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Tickets for the fourth one-
day international between
Bangladesh and the West
Indies, which is scheduled
to take place at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium
on December 7, go on sale
at the designated branches
of Social Islami Bank

Limited today.
On the other hand, the

tickets for the fifth ODI,
which will take place on
December 8, will be
available from Thursday
onwards, said the
Bangladesh Cricket Board
in a press release
yesterday.

CHAMPS TROPHY

India, Dutch
top pools

AFP, Melbourne

India finished top of Pool
A despite going down 3-2
in their final pool game to
Olympic champions
Germany at the
Champions Trophy in
Melbourne on Tuesday.

World number 11 India
will now face win-less
Belgium, who finished
fourth in Pool B, in a
quartertinal on
Thursday.

The Netherlands,
ranked three in the world,
topped Pool B atter
defeating Belgium 5-4 and
will face New Zealand in
their quarterfinal.

Elsewhere, England
blew their chance to finish
on top of Pool A after

PHOTO: AFP

Tobias Matania (L) of Germany celebrates with a teammate after scoring against
India in their Champions Trophy match in Melbourne yesterday. Germany won 3-2.

Sagor's reason to smile
W Chess

monthlysalary ot Tk 5000.

HoOSSAIN SERAJ, Magura

Mohan's gesture comes as a relief for

the talented chess player who had been

Sagor, the tea-boy-cum-chess-player
from Magura, who finished runner-up in
the 33rd National Junior Chess
Championship (NJCC) in October, has
been rewarded for his perseverance and
talent. The talented chess player will have

gratefully.

dividing his time between serving tea and
chess backin Magura.

"l am grateful to Mushfiq sir as he not
only provided me with a job, but also
promised to bear all the expenses of my
study and sports,”

Sagor said with

halt 19-13. Sajjadur and Asad scored 17 and nine
goals respectively for the winners while Sumon and
Shandhiscored nine goals each for the losing side.

Cricket World Cup in 2000.
Police recovered the 28-

year-old cricketer's body
on Monday morning. The
body bore injury marks on
the throat and his hands
were tied behind his back
with his shirt, said the OC
of Turag Police Station.

"Apart from appointing me the captain
of the six-member team of the Duranta
Rajshahi Chess Academy which is to
participate in the 1st division Chess
League to be held in Dhaka from
December22,” Sagor informed.

Mushtig came to know about the talent
and needs of the poor Sagor through a
report published in The Daily Star recently

to worry about his living no more as he has
been provided a job as a chess instructor
at the Bright Future English Medium
School and College established at west
Agargaon in Dhaka. The owner of the
school, Mushfigur Rahman Mohan who
also owns the Duranta Rajshahi cricket
and chess teams, has also arranged free
food and accommodation during Sagor's

drawing 1-1 against New
Zealand and will now

face Australia in the
quarterfinals.

Directors
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Hockey Championship at
the Maulana Bhasani
Hockey Stadium

yesterday.
Apart from Mostafizur

and Proshenijit, Taher Ali
scored five goals, Hasin
Arman netted three goals,

Football admin course

A three-day FIFA football Administration and
Management Course got underway yesterday at
the Bangladesh Football Federation House.

In a press release the
BCB stated: "The Board
extends its condolences to
the player's tamily and
hopes that those responsi-
ble tor the heinous act
that resulted in the death
of a talented cricketer are
brought to justice at the
earliest and exemplary pun-

ishment meted out to them."
A student of

FIFA instructor Adrian Djamaoeddin from
Indonesiais conducting the course which has been
designed for the officials of district football associa-
tions. Though 30 DEFA officials were supposed to
take part in the first phase, some 20 are only taking
part. The second phase of the course, with another
30 DFA ofticials, is supposed to begin after the con-
clusion ot the first phase.

Wrestling in Pakistan

A 10-member wrestling squad left here for Pakistan

Belal Hossain and Bappi
Majumder scored two
goals each while Rubel
Kumar scored one goal in
the game where Rajshahi
struck one goal in less

than every three minutes.
Former champions

Faridpur also joined the
party by thrashing Natore
8-0, thanks to a six-goal
haul including a hattrick

League clubs (according to
the last standings of the

League) from one to two.
The new constitution

also relaxed the clause
about the councillorship of
the district and divisional
organisations. Now some-
one from other districts can
obtain councillorship of
any district. In the past it

stay in Dhaka, apart from giving him a

on October 16, Sagor said.

'"Want more of the same'

FROM PAGE 16
games in the next three matches, no matter what result

we get,” said a confident Mushfiqur, who added that they
are still missing their champion all-rounder Shakib Al

Hasan despite their success without him.

Mushfiqur was not ready to accept that they won the
matches because of the West Indies batsmen gifting their

wickets, as asserted by visiting coach Ottis Gibson.

Nadal sets
sights on
clay season

REUTERS, Madrid

Rafael Nadal is aiming to
be back to his best after

was mandatory thata coun-
cillor must be an executive
body member of his respec-
tive district and divisional

sports organisation.
It also adopted three

today to take part in the Peace International
Wrestling Championship which will be held from

December6-9.
The contingent includes three ofticials and

seven wrestlers -- Abdur Rahman, Babul Morol,
Bellal Hossain, Mizanur Rahman, Sangnu Marma,

“We forced them to give up their wickets. And the way
our bowlers bowled there were no options for them other
than giving away their wickets,” was the slightly annoyed
response from the little man when his attention was
drawn to Gibson's assertion that 'we have gifted our
wickets' and made things easy for the Bangladesh team.

injury in time for the
claycourt season and the
run-up to Roland Garros,
the Spaniard said on
Monday.

from Moinul Islam. Rabbi
Salehin and Imran
Hossain scored one goal

each.
In the day's other

Bangladesh Krira Shiksha
Protisthan, Pappon repre-
sented Bangladesh at both
the under-17 and under-
19 levels. He made a name

for himself as a player of
the country's leading
sports club Abahani. Most
recently he had been
playing for Biman. He last
played a practice match in
Dhanmondi on Friday.

Sharat Roy and Sheikh Shipon.

South Asian Goju-Ryu Karate

Bangladesh won a gold medal in the inaugural
South Asian Goju-Rye Karate Championship held
in Nepal from November 28 -30, said a press release

yesterday.
G Sarker won gold in the 70kg category while

matches, Rajshahi
Division beat Comilla 4-2
while Kushtia defeated
Narail 2-1.

Vettel's suit
earns £11k

selected directors from the
NSC -- the country's regu-
latory sports authority -- in
the 27-member board of
directors including the
president, in the constitu-
tion.

The Bangladesh skipper however was well aware of the
fact that West Indies are a very dangerous side, saying:
“They have some outstanding players who can take the

game away from you.”

Bangladesh is set to make one change to the winning
combination as fast bowler Rubel Hossain will take the

place of theinjured Abul Hasan.

The 26-year-old former
world number one has
slipped down to fourth in
the ATP rankings and has
not played since his shock
second-round exit at
Wimbledon in June.
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