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Motorised rickshaws

FROM PAGE 20

The government in May
last year imposed a ban
on manufacturing and
importing of battery-run
three-wheelers to save
electricity.

The ban was slapped, as
around 2.4 lakh battery-
run three-wheelers were
consuming more than 216
megawatt of electricity
every day, at a time when
the country was suffering
from severe power short-
age.

These banned vehicles
are now seen operating in
the capital, especially in
Mirpur and Pallabi areas,
in front of the very eyes ot
trattic police.

A number of rickshaw
drivers alleged that the
leaders of Sramik League
or the owners' associa-
tion have a monthly
arrangement with the
traffic department for the

service.
To make a battery-run

rickshaw all one needs is
to install four 12-volt
batteries and a motor.
On the handle bar there
needs to be a switch to
run the motor while the

rickshaw can also be
pulled manually if
needed and when the
batteries burn out.

Many workshops in
Mirpur are manufactur-
ing these motorised tri-
cycles, each costing
around Tk 65,000-85,000,
subject to variety of bat-

teries and motors.
“These motorised

vehicles, which can run
45 kilometres per hour,
almost four times faster
than a manual rickshaw,
lack all attributes
required for being
mechanically fit.
Moreover, the centre of
gravity of theses tri-cycles
is on the upper portion.
So, its degree of exposure
to and severity and fre-
quency of accidents are
very high,” said Prot
Shamsul Haque, former
chief of the accident
research centre at
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and

Technology.
Drivers said several

accidents had already
happened and some pas-
sengers suffered critical
injuries.

There is no exact
number of motorised
rickshaws running in
the capital and its out-

skirts.
According to Ibrahim

Badal, president of
Mirpur Sramik League
unit, several thousand of
such vehicles are in oper-
ation. He alleged that
some criminals In the
name of different auto-
rickshaw owners associ-
ations were running
around 1,500 motorised
rickshaws in Mirpur and

Pallabialone.
Sources in police and

motor workshops said
apart from Ibrahim Badal;
Shafig, Kamal, Mujibur
and Langra Shahid also
issue token licences
inscribed with their ini-
tials and mobile phone
numbers.

Once, all of them used
to work with Badal, but
now they have started
their own token business
with the blessings from
the police, said the

sOurces.
Abul Kashem, who

operates a motorised
rickshaw in Mirpur area,

said he had to pay Tk 300
every day to the owner.
He also alleged that the
owner paid Badal around
Tk 600 per month to man-
age the police.

Asked about recharg-
ing the batteries, he said
his owner had to pay an
additional amount of Tk
700 per month for that.

Another rickshaw
driver Shahabuddin said,
“Police sometimes stops
us, but when we flash the
token licence they let us
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Commissioner (Traffic) of
Mirpur Zone Tareq Ahmed
denied the allegations. He
claimed that sometimes
such rickshaws ran on
alleys and side streets, and
tratfic police seized them
every day.

The deputy chief reve-
nue officer of Dhaka City
Corporation who looks
after rickshaw related
issues said the battery-
run rickshaws were com-
pletely banned and that
he had no knowledge of
such rickshaws being
plied in Mirpur and
Pallabi.

A future burnt-out
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The last time Bilkis saw her

daughter was when she
was frenetically making
her way to the ground floor

from the fifth floor.
“But [ could not follow

her as I lost my sight in the
thick of the smoke,” she

recalled.

Somehow, she managed
to get herselt to the sixth
floor, from where she
exited the building with
the help of some male
workers through a broken
window.

Her husband Shahidul
was a worker at Sharmin
Garments until November
24, He resigned from his

job.
“How can I leave my
wife on her own in such a

state and go towork?”
“We are jobless now. I

don't know when my wife
will get her salary or we will
get compensation for our

daughter's life,” Shahidul

said.
He reiterated the cou-

ple's desire to go back to

their village in Satkhira.
“The city has become

excruciating for us after
November 24. We cannot
bear the pain for the rest of

our lives.”
Shahidul's is not the

lone family that has come
to the Ashulia industrial

belt in search of a better
life.

There are many others.
And most have been rav-
aged in the wake of the fire

at Tazreen Fashions.
Paralysed by grief, they

have now idea where their
next meal would come

from.
Hawa Begum and her

daughter Mausumi too
worked at Tazreen

Fashions.

Both jumped from the
fifth floor of the building to
flee from the blaze. Hawa
survived but Mausumi
gave way.

“My mom's right collar
bone has been broken and
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1. Procuring Entity

Tender Name

Time for completion of the work

Eligibility of Tenderers

Price of Tender Document

Amount of Tender security

Name and address of the office
from where tender documents

Last date & time for selling

Last date & time for

. Date & time for tender opening

. Special Instructions

% PUBALI BANK LIMITED

ESTABLISHMENT DIVISION
HEAD OFFICE, 26 DILKUSHA C/A, DHAKA-1000.

INVITATION FOR TENDERS

Sealed Tenders are hereby invited from the eligible Tenderers who can participate in any
of the following 3(Three) tenders or all but in separate envelope as defined in the tender
documents of the under mentioned works as per terms & conditions stated below.

: Pubali Bank Limited, Establishment Division
Head Office, 26 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000.

+ 1) Civil & Electrical works of Present premises
of our Rangpur Branch, Rangpur.

2) Civil & Electrical works of Present premises
of our Regional Office, Rangpur.

3) Civil & Electrical works of Present premises
of our Brahman Bazar Branch, Moulvibazar.

. 20 (Twenty) Calendar days for each Branch

(Who are not capable to do the work within the

time need not to participate).

i) Minimum work experience of 3(Three) years
in building renovation.

ii) The tenderer must have experience during
3(Three) years in completion of work(s) in same
nature costing minimum Tk.8.00 (Eight) Lac.

i) Having valid trade license, up to date Income
Tax clearance certificate and VAT registration

certificate.

iv) Must be financially solvent.
. Tk. 800.00 (Taka eight hundred) only non-refundable
for each tender document.

. 2.5% of total bid amount in the form of Payment
Order favouring Pubali Bank Limited, Head
Office, Dhaka-1000. "No tender will be considered
without tender security (Earnest Money)".

. Pubali Bank Limited, Establishment Division,
(12th floor), 26 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka -1000.

will be obtained and to be dropped.
. Up to 6:00 PM (BST) on 11.12.2012

tender document.

. Up to 11:00 AM (BST) on 12.12.2012.

tender submission

bidder (if any).

- At 11:30 AM (BST) on 12.12.2012 in presence of

. 1) Tender document along with an MS Excel
calculation Sheet to be submitted in sealed

envelope.

i) Pubali Bank Limited reserves the right to
accept partly or fully any quotation or reject
any or all quotations without assigning any
reason whatsoever and is not bound to
accept the lowest quotation.

Sk. Golam Mohammad

General Manager

her right shoulder has
been dislocated,” said Md
Nahid, the son of Hawa
Begum, who is now in

Rangpur.
Nahid and his family

were mostly dependent on
the incomes of Hawa and

Mausumi.

“My fatheris a carpenter
and he earns hardly Tk
6,000 a month,” said
Nahid, who foresees hard

days ahead for the family.
Nazma Akter, a survivor

of the Tazreen fire, and her
husband Golam Mostafa
are worried about their
future after surviving the
fire.

“We have already bor-
rowed Tk 5,000 for treat-
ments and sustenance,”

Mostafa said.
A day labourer, Mostafa

has been tending to his
injured wife full-time since
November 25 -- and hence

been unable to go to work.
He does not know when

he would return to his job,
or when his wife would

recover from herinjuries.
“We are dependent on

each other's income to run
our five-member family.
We do not know what is in

our fate,” he said.
Unless they can go back

to work at the earliest, they
have to borrow further.

City

Explain the absence
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None of the counsels of

Abdul Quader Mollah and
M o h a m m a d
Kamaruzzaman appeared
betore the tribunal yester-
day, the scheduled day for
case proceedings, amid
daylong hartal enforced by

Jamaat-e-Islami.
Meanwhile, the tribunal

issued a show-cause notice
upon the editor and a
reporter of the Bangladesh
Pratidin for publishing
report setting an “imagi-
nary date” of passing ver-
dictinacase.

The tribunal, on its own
motion, asked reporter
Ahmed Al Amin to appear
betfore it tomorrow and give
his written explanation
why contempt of court
proceeding would not be
initiated against him.

The court also asked the
daily's editor to submit his
explanation through his

lawyer the same day.
Passing the order, Justice

Kabir said none of the
defence counsels appeared
before the tribunal on the
scheduled day.

“It 1s a matter of disre-
gard to the court order,”
sald Justice Kabir, adding,
“Their conduct appears to
be unsatisfactory and unbe-
coming.”

The tribunal directed
Mollah's counsels Abdus
Sobhan Tarafder and Tajul
[slam to submit written
replies as to why they could
not appear before the court
and why their absence
should not be considered as
misconduct.

The tribunal passed a
similar order upon Katfil
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Uddin Chowdhury and
Ehsan A Siddiqg, two con-
ducting detence counsels
of Kamaruzzaman's case,
for the same reason and
asked them to give reply by
the same time.

Afterwards, the tribunal
fixed today for the case
proceeding against Mollah
and Sunday for
Kamaruzzaman's case.

At the beginning of yes-
terday's proceeding, the
tribunal said Bangla daily
Bangladesh Pratidin on
Monday published a
report, which related the
case against Mollah pend-

ing with the court.
The report said verdict in

Mollah's case might be
declared on December 27.
“How could it be foretold?
In the name of freedom of
press or speech, nobody can

so predict on a sub-judice
case. Nobody does have the
jurisdiction of foretelling
such imaginary dates as to
sub-judice proceeding,”
Justice Kabir observed.

“It apparently causes
obstruction to independ-
ence and fairness of the
tribunal,” he added.

Mentioning the court's
order on November 13,
Justice Kabir said, “We have
categorically observed that
this tribunal legally expects
the responsible persons,
especially those who are
associated with the party in
power, shall prove their pru-
dence in future byrestraining
themselves from foretelling
imaginary time limit for dis-
posal of asub-judice matterin
the interest of upholding
independence of the tribunal
and fairjustice.”

Puzzling ACC

FROM PAGE 1
Let's look at some of the

past comments of ACC
Chairman Ghulam
Rahman. On July 11, just 12
days after the World Bank
had cancelled its loan, he
said some companies
might have "misguided”
the World Bank which led
to the cancellation of its
loan for the bridge project.

All along the topsy-turvy
journey of the project, one
person, Economic Adviser
to the Prime Minister Dr
Moshiur Rahman, created
a lot of hurdles to the
donors’ engagement in the
project. First he refused to
step aside, as a precondi-
tion set by the Bank for
revival of its loan. Among
many things, his refusal
resulted in the loan cancel-
lation. But finally he went
on leave, paving the way for
the global lender's return
to the scheme.

Then again Moshiur cast
another long shadow over
the project when he sud-
denly returned from abroad
and claimed he had joined
his workplace after the leave.
The donors were highly
irritated and the project
became uncertainagain.

Just when the whole
nation desperately wished
that Moshiur would not
torpedo the project by his
sudden return to office, the
ACC chief blurted out that
even if Moshiur remained at
work, it would not influence
ACC'sinquiryin anyway.

If one looks back at the
project history, one finds
that two SNC Lavalin offi-
cials were charged with
corruption by the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP) and put on trial.
However, the ACC (and
also the government)
seemed to be quite apa-

fefe-8que

(@97 Bfess/aw femer/f1a35-fe. cetfar)

o ffavea sigaif/2ose GIRENE @,
of%e @ IETRR TN, TR, GO
A ae Bfefrnfa, 3e—GAe a@ T«
sfeferrfa, Toffae fefanfr s TS,
FACeEe gl @de GHiE  GFEEE
e quaA-f7 3fe: ¢ #aip-fe. @ gqe
e famn, e fawr @ 9ifire faeiet us, e @
Frazp-fo. (g of$q & AR aFe
Teifaerd W90 zre Wdifae Fam wad® oizae
T OAMOR | AT 03/53/5332 ©ifgd e
20/33/205332 ©Iffd #4® GTe! AILF, FED *MY
O3 TR o719 T2 2¢ebd @ Go/- (P16 BIFT TNl
w2 Z0C P SAISEA AT W4T ©f 6 Faw
AER T AT SfRIFS ©f6 TN WA
20/33/5332 wIffd of® NyErFIFEd FEEE
ol it 2@ of e RSy fAEsEEt
website www.kuet.ac.bd ¢ “reat TTT Y9
oY =TT (AT S AT |

&g

LT 2T 8 2Yfe [uwre
(FI: 085-QL5895-96

thetic about this fact and
tried to ignore it.

At one stage, Ghulam
Rahman said the ACC was
not sending any team to
Canada to collect informa-
tion related to the Padma
bridge graft allegation.

However, the same ACC
later changed position
when it said it would not be
able to file a first informa-
tion report (FIR) over gratt
allegations in the project
unless Canada provided it
with relevantinformation.

Without an FIR, the ACC
cannot upgrade its "in-
quiry"’ into "investigation”
as expected by the WB.

And only a month ago,
quite unnecessarily, the ACC
chairman said they had not
found until then any evi-
dence of corruption in the
bridge project based on
which theycould file an FIR.

But when journalists
interacted with the Bank's
expert panel that oversees

the ACC's inquiry, we got a
clear feeling that the panel
thought the ACC had
wasted time and sat on the
graft allegation for about a
yvear. The frustration was
clear that the ACC did not
find strong enough a case
to upgrade the allegation
from "inquiry" level to
"investigation” level.

An official requesting
anonymity also said the
anti-gratt body had repeat-
edly requested the
Canadian authorities to
allow an ACC team to visit
that country. The ACCis yet
to getanyresponse.

But then we also see

reports that the Canadian
police have found proof
that SNC Lavalin had
offered at least six influen-
tial Bangladeshis, includ-
ing former communica-
tions minister Syed Abul
Hossain, huge bribes to
obtain the consultant's job
in the Padma bridge pro-

ject. We also come to know
the RCMP shared this
information with the ACC.

The government's reac-
tion to the graft allegation
was bizarre. From the
beginning the government,
from the top to the bottom,
defended that there could
not be any graft because
the work had not been
awarded. The government
and the ACC also aired the
view that graft conspiracy
could not be a crime in
Bangladesh law.

However, the position has
changed and it has been
accepted that "corruption

conspiracy' isalsoacrime.
And now the same ACC

finds "eftorts of a corrup-
tion conspiracy’ in the
same project.

The whole episode of

the Padma bridge project
has opened up scopes to
rethink how efficient and
independent our anti-graft
bodyis.

Ref No. CARS/RB/OTM-2/12-13

in Sciences (CARS)

University of Dhaka
Dhaka-1000

Invitation for Tender

Centre for Advanced Research

Date: 29-11-12

Sl Name of supply Last date of sale Last date of Date and time of Place where detail
No. of tender submission of opening of tender information may be
documents tender documents found
_ documents |
1. Supply, Installation, Testing & | 18/12/12 up to | 19122 upto | 19/12/12 at | www.univdhaka.edu or
Commission of Scientific | office hours 12.00 noon 12 30pm www.duachd/ and
Equipments, Spare-Parts, Notice Board at the
Computer, Printer, UPS, Centre
Refrigerator, Chemicals and
Consumables in the Centre for
Advanced  Research in
Sciences, University of Dhaka |
Director (Acting)
GD-4730 Centre for Advanced Research in Sciences (CARS)
University of Dhaka.
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