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PADMA BRIDGE PROJECT

Rules bent
for financier

Desperate govt shared
confidential technical data

with Malaysian firm
M ABUL KALAM AZAD

The government had shared all confidential technical
data on the Padma bridge project with a Malaysian con-
struction firm during its attempt to find an alternative
financier for the project after the World Bank suspended

its funding over corruption allegations.
Malaysian construction firm Axisjaya was given all the

data, which it then shared with Korean company
Samsung, a short-listed bidder, betore Axisjaya submit-
ted technical and financial proposals to the government

on August 27 this year.
The other bidders, who were also short-listed, said the

SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

Hundreds of garment factory workers vandalise leather goods manufacturer Picard Bangladesh Ltd at
Zirabo of Ashulia yesterday afternoon apparently for not keeping the unit closed as the garment work- PHOTO:

ers demanded. They also broke down the main gate and vandalised the waiting room and six cars AN RAMHMAN
parked there. At least 50 workers and security guards of the factory were injured in the attack.
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