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20,000 workers, architects and craftsmen worked for 22 years to
build the Taj Mahal. Their construction technique was so exceptional
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Fire takes toll Prof Murshid
critically ill
b eyo nd faCtO r ! 7 Ustab Rashid Khan STAFF CORRESPONDENT
mesmerises the Eminent
PiNakI Roy audience with his education- §
: ; . magic of music at alist Prof
Armed police stand guard at the gate utTaz"reen Fashions. the Army Stadium Phic
A black bamz}er.hupg f:nn the_ walj reads: "Please do not I the capital yes- -
enter. The building is highly risky. fartiavon theser: Murshid

A tew yards away a small crowd gathers at a grocery / S
shop that Shafiqul Islam owns. Among them are some ond night of the ‘
survivors of the November 24 fire. They speak of how they Bﬂng?l ITC'SH_A .Ept ot
dodged their death by a nail's breadth, their faces look Classical Music lite 51%1313‘3'” at Apollo
still frozen. Festival 2012. Hospitals.

When a survivor describes how the assistant produc- Pl"ﬂf Murshid was o
tion manager directed the guards to lock the collapsible admitte.d to the hospital in
gate and a top official played music on a loud speaker in the capital on October 18
high volume to deceive the workers about the fire, a tea atter he had Ell_ffﬂl'ﬂd a
stall boy becomes angry. More in disbelief than hatred. PHOTO: second stroke in less than

'If the production manager were here now,” he says,
adding that he wants to teach the officials a lesson. The

boy does not understand how top managers can make
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

HALL-MARK SCAM

Muhith hints
at political
influence

Blames faults in WaSIM BIN HABIB

torment a preschooler used to face

bank management
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Sylhet : time their children's entrance to
_ O renowned state-run and private

Finance Minister AMA

Muhith has held flaws in
bank's management sys-

tem responsible for the

Hall-Mark scam.
"Hall-Mark loan scam

was caused due to the

sion test, is approaching.

Parents have begun worrying as the

schools, either by lottery or admis-

The lottery system, which is highly
appreciated throughout the country,
was introduced in 2010 with a view to
bringing an end to the psychological

while sitting for admission tests.

A number of parents have said
that since there were only a handful
of good schools in the capital and
since those could not meet such
increasing demand, the admission
issue was always nerve-wracking for
them.

"It is solely luck on which we have
to depend,” said Mohammad Hasan,

Admission worry for parents

Lottery to decide fate of most children; govt schools
in capital start distributing forms today

who wishes to get his son enrolled in

Government Laboratory School.
The government had ordered

lottery, instead of tests, for admission
to class-I at all schools. Admission to
other classes, except for class-IX,
would be done through tests like it
was in previous years.

Distribution of admission forms

for entry into class-I at government
SEE PAGE 6 COL 4
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C1G FLYOVER COLLAPSE

Probe body finds
negligence

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Faulty engineering work, negligence and lack ot coordi-
nation among the agencies concerned caused three
girders of the Bahaddarhat flyover in Chittagong to col-
lapse leaving 12 people dead and 50 injured on

November 24, said a government probe report.
The five-member committee, led by Additional

Deputy Commissioner Khaled Mamun Chowdhury,

submitted a nine-page report before Deputy
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

a month.
His son Ferdous

Murshid told The Daily

Star that Murshid had
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

2 district AL
leaders killed

STAR REPORT

Unidentified criminals
shot dead an Awami
League leader in
Meherpur and hacked to
death another in Bogra on

Thursday night.
In the Meherpur inci-

dent, the deceased is
Shahiduzzaman Beltu, 40,
member of the executive
body of Gangni upazila AL
and joint secretary of

SEE PAGE 7 COL 3

loopholes in the bank's

management system.
"But, it is not unnatural

that political influence
was also there,"” he said
while inaugurating the
57th branch of Basic Bank
Ltd at Sylhet's Sonarpara
yesterday.

"Fraudulent incidents
are taking place in banks
and other financial insti-
tutions all over the world,”
he said adding that many
banks in the US were shut
down due to crooked

financial practices.
Only 40 percent of our
population are now
SEE PAGE 7 COL 3
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Artistes from the Garo community perform traditional dance on the concluding day of two-day Wanna festival
at Askipara of Haluaghat in Mymensingh yesterday. Wanna marks the beginning of harvest and is one of the

PHOTO: STAR

Call tfor stronger
ties with India

All-party lawmalkers'
team in New Delhi

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

A delegation of Bangladesh lawmakers drawn from the
ruling Awami League, Jatiya Party and main opposition
BNP yesterday sought to present a show of unity in
strengthening relations with India.

They also wanted resolution of outstanding problems
in atime-bound manner.

Addressing the media at Indian Women Press Corps in
New Delhi, senior AL leader Tofail Ahmed said "things are
moving properly as far as India-Bangladesh relation is
concerned”.

Pointing to pending Teesta water-sharing issue, Indian
parliament's ratification of land boundary agreement,
Tipaimukh project and border killings, Tofail said the

problematic issues between the two countries have been
SEE PAGE 7 COL 6
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think it would be
justified for the BNP-led 18-
party alliance to call non-stop
hartal for restoration of the
caretaker government system?

™ Yoo I (47%)
w No I (51%)
M No Comments| (2%)

TOTAL VOTES: 540

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you agree with the
comment of a garment factory
owner that the media was
inciting the nation through
spreading propaganda about
Ashulia blaze?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net

YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT
facebook.com/dailystarnews /
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