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15th Asian Art Biennale

Venue: Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy, Sequnbagicha
Date: December 1-31

Time: 11am-8pm

Solo Musical Soiree
Artiste: Abida Sultana

Venue: Main Auditorium,
Bangladesh National Museum,
Shahbag

Date: December 2; Time: 6pm
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Date: Mov 26-Dec 5
Time: 12pm-8pm
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“I see this festival as a culmination of
some plans we have. I recognise the tre-
mendous contribution of Bengal Founda-
tion.

“Besides the major event, Bengal and
ITC-SRA will hold regular programme in
Dhaka and other cities. Together, we also
intend to set up a music school -- special-
ising in classical music -- here.

“Bangladesh has a proud tradition of
music and its musical history is being
recognised -- Baba Allauddin Khan is
being honoured through this festival. We
have included artistes from Bangladesh at
this festival. About 11 percent of the slots

“We're also arranging bus tour to
shrines in Pushkar, India. We'll take
Bangladeshi artistes to the heartland of
rural India. These are just some of the
plans we have. [ don't think we have put
a limit to our association; it can only
grow.

“We're absolutely thrilled with the
response to the festival in Bangladesh. [ do
believe it [Indian classical music] is a
shared heritage.

“Some of the best folk singers of this
subcontinent come from Bangladesh. Can
you imagine taking them to Rajasthan,
which is also famed for its folk music, and
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Japanese Drum Concert
Venue: National Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala Academy (November

who have registered to attend this festival are true
connoisseurs of classical music. But they don't get the
opportunity to hear the biggest names in classical
music perform live. This is why Bengal Foundation is
not selling tickets for this festival. It's free and open to

inevitable traffic snarl-ups of
Dhaka, we inched our way in antici-
pation from the airport to the
Dhaka Club. Ustad Rashid Khan was
to perform live in the evening at the
'Celebrating Life' event of The Daily
Star and Standard Chartered Bank.

Though he had performed at a
concert till dawn the previous night
in Kolkata, he was in high spirits.
This was his second performance in
Dhaka and he was set to perform to
a full-house.

My mind went back to an earlier
visit to Kolkata, when we met Khan

Research Academy (SRA). Estab-
lished in 1978, SRA was set up to
preserve and promote Hindustani
Classical Music. The academy

Shubhra Guha, Samarth Nagarkar,
Arshad Ali Khan, Supratik Sen

Gupta and many more.
Once we finished our tour of

SRA, we launched into an animated
conversation with Khan. The

but sargam and palta are everyday
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Sahaswan gayaki (style of singing) is

PHOTO: STAR

ence to the way classical music is
performed. His renderings stand
out for the emotional overtone in
his melodic elaboration. This
imparts a touch of modernity to his
style, compared to the preceding
maestros who placed greater
emphasis on impressive technique
and skilful execution of difficult
passages. The spontaneous emo-
tional appeal of his singing, be it in
the melodic elaboration or in the
upper octave pukaars, has won him
accolades and enthusiastic follow-
ers the world over.

scene. When I do playbacks, my
primary aim is to attract the young
listeners to the genre by fusing
classical with the modern trend.”

Sangeet Samrat Ustad Allauddin
Khan.

Eminent music maestros are set
to enthral music lovers at the grand
classical music festival in Dhaka.
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Museum, Shahabgh (December

“I am hopeful that this festival will be a success.
"l would like to continue this project. We have
signed a 15-year contract with ITC-SRA. If others

Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma

Pandit Buddhadev Dasgupta

Ustad Mashkoor Ali Khan

Kaushiki Desikan

adorned with his tanpura, harmo-
nium and tabla. The French window
overlooked the beautiful rose gar-
den on the terrace.

the rainy season. My favourite ragas
are Malkous, Puriya, Desh,
Bagesree, Marva -- and many more

slow tempos, a full-throated voice
and intricate rhythmic play. Khan
includes the slow elaboration in his

as well as accomplished
Bangladeshi artistes in classical
vocal and instrumental music along
with classical dance.
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® Typical instruments used in
Indian classical music include
sitar, sarod, surbahar, veena,
tanpura, bansuri, shehnai,
sarangi, violin, santoor,
pakhawaj and tabla. Instruments
typically used in Carnatic music
include venu, gottuvadyam,
harmonium, veena, mridangam,
kanjira, ghatam and violin.

® Bharat's Natyashastra is the first
treatise laying down the funda-
mental principles of music in
India.

® Indian classical music can be
divided into Hindustani
Classical (North India) and
Carnatic (South India).

® The prime themes of Indian
classical music are love, nature

of grand, basic ragas such as
Yaman, Shree, Todi, Darbari and
Bhairavi.

When he died from lung can-
cer in 2004, Vilayat Khan had
been recording for over 65 years,
broadcasting on All-India Radio
since almost as far back and
been seen as a master (ustad) for
60. He had been touring outside
India off and on for more than 50
years, and was probably the first
Indian musician to play in Eng-
land after independence (1951).
In the 1990s, his recording career
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grandfather, Imdad Khan, before
him. Vilayat was taught in the
family style, known as the
Imdadkhani Gharana or Etawah
Gharana, after a village outside

r id

films -- Satyajit Ray's “Jalsaghar”
in Bengali, Merchant-Ivory Pro-

ductions' “The Guru” in English,
and Madhusudan Kumar's

In the 1950s, Vilayat Khan
worked closely with instrument
makers, especially the famous
sitar-makers Kanailal and Hiren
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