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DESPERATE BID TO END CRISIS

Egypt assembly votes
on new constitution

AGENCIES

An assembly charged with writing
Egypt's new constitution began vot-
ing on its final draft yesterday, a pro-
President Mohamed Morsi
hopes will help to end a crisis which
erupted when the Islamist gave him-

CESS

self sweeping new powers.

In one of its first steps, the constit-
uent assembly voted to keep sharia, or Islamic law,

asthe main source oflegislation.
This is unchanged from the previous constitu-

tion under Hosni Mubarak, who was toppled as

president last year.

Morsi's decree last week halting court challenges
to his decisions, which provoked protests and vio-
lence across the country, will lapse if Egyptians

approve the new constitution.
Speedy completion of the draft would allow a
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referendum to be held as soon as mid-
December but Morsi's opponents
have attacked the attempt to rush the

Process.

Morsi, had been expected to speak
at 7:00pm but a presidential ofticial
said he could appear later in an inter-

view with state television.
Two people have been killed and

hundreds injured in the protests since last
Thursday's decree, which deepened the divide
between the newly-empowered Islamists and their

opponents.
Once the assembly backs the draft it will go to

Morsi for approval, a step expected at the weekend.
He must then call the referendum within 15 days. If
Egyptians approve the constitution, legislative
powers will pass straight from Morsi to the upper
house of parliament, in line with an article in the
new constitution, assembly members said.

POLITICAL STANDOFF

Nepal's president [ 41T
extends deadline

AFP, Kathmandu

tion

Nepal's president yesterday
gave the restive nation's warring
political factions six more days
to form a national unity govern-
ment to take Nepal into parlia-

mentary elections next year.
The decision came after lead-

ers of all the main parties had
failed to strike a deal on the
political make-up of a proposed
new cabinet, missing a 4:00pm
deadline despite a final day of

frantic negotiations.
"The president has given us six

more days and we will try to agree
in that given time,” Jhalanath
Khanal, chairman of the opposi-
Unified Marxist Leninists
(UML) said after meeting the
president with the other party

'Assange has lung trouble’

AFP, Quito

leaders.
Nepal has been run by a care-

taker Maoist-led government
since the collapse in May of an
interim assembly that had failed
in its main task of drawing up a
new constitution following a 10-

year civilwar thatended in 2006.
The impoverished Himalayan

nation, tucked between giant
China and India,
plagued by instability since the
Maoist insurgency ended and the

monarchywas abolished in 2008.
Talks have been stalled over

who should lead the new admin-
istration, with the opposition
blocs publicly rejecting the idea
of a Bhattarai-led national unity
government and the premier
refusing to step aside.

WikiLeaks founder Julian
Assange, who has been holed
up at Ecuador's London
embassy for five months, has a
lung condition that could get
worse, the South American

country's envoy to Britain said Wednesday.
"He has a chronic lung condition that could

worsen at any time,” Ambassador Ana Alban told

has been

BP banned from US govt contracts

AFP, Washington

British oil giant BP was temporarily banned from
winning new US government contracts Wednesday
after agreeing to plead guilty to criminal charges in
the deadly 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill disaster.

Two weeks after BP agreed to pay $4.5 billion to
settle criminal charges in the case.

Obama hosts Romney

for lunch

AFP, Washington

President Barack Obama and erstwhile Republican
opponent Mitt Romney held a private lunch yesterday
at the White House as they tried to move on from a
bitterly personal election campaign that divided

America.

In their first encounter since the election, the former
foes sat down alone in the president’'s private dining
room off the Oval Office, which, until his defeat on
November 6, Romney had envisioned taking over in

January.

The meeting was closed to the press, and Romney, now
stripped of his Secret Service detail, arrived and left an
hour and twenty minutes later, in a large black Lincoln

car, from a side door of the WestWing, avoiding reporters.
The encounter was likely a testing personal moment

for the former Massachusetts governor, who was con-
vinced even on election day that he would be the 45th US
president, but was outwitted by Obama's political

machine.

Neither Romney nor Obama appeared to have any
warmth or even great respect for one another, in a cam-
paign that flared into open dislike during their conten-
tious three presidential debates last month.

PHOTO: AFP
A protester wearing masks of Rupert Murdoch and British PM David Cameron pro-
test against the misuse of press freedom outside the Queen Elizabeth Il conference
centre in London yesterday. A major inquiry yesterday called for new laws to under-
pin a tougher watchdog for Britain's "outrageous" newspapers in a move that
threatens to split David Cameron's coalition government.

Blasts kill 40
in Iraq

AFP, Hilla

Bombs mainly targeting
Shia Muslims and security
forces in Iraq yesterday
killed 40 people and
wounded 124 others in
the deadliest day of vio-
lence to hit the country in

more than two months.
The attacks, the worst

since 76 people were
killed on September 9,
included the second
series of bombings
against Shias this week,
after three car bombs
exploded near their
places of worship in
Baghdad on Tuesday,
killing a dozen and
wounding scores more.

Embattled Indian govt
agrees to vote on FDI

AFP, New Delhi

Premier Singh would sutfer a major public

India's government has conceded to oppo-
sition pressure to allow lawmakers a vote
on allowing foreign supermarkets in the
country, in a bid to end a parliamentary

deadlock that has stalled key reforms.
The announcement to hold the non-

binding vote comes as the opposition pro-
tested against the policy, describing it as a
sell-out to foreign chains such as Walmart
that could torce small family-owned stores

toshut.

"I have admitted the motion and will allow
discussion on the subject. The date and
time... will be decided, " Speaker Meira Kumar
told the lower house of parliament. "Now
onwards [ hope the house will run smoothly.”

Although the vote will not affect the
government's ability to enact the policy,

setback if his policy fails to win enough
supportfromlawmakers.

Sushma Swarayj, leader of the opposition
Bharativa Janata Party (BJP), whose law-
makers have led the noisy disruptions,
welcomed the decision.

'l assure you the house will function
peacefully,” she added.

Singh said on Tuesday he was confident
of winning the vote in parliament over an
issue which is seen as a test of strength ot

the ruling Congress party ahead of general

electionsin2014.
The reforms have triggered widespread

opposition but the government and many
industry leaders argue that a modern retail
system would improve value and choice for
consumers, create jobs and enable farmers
to reduce wastage.

FACEBOOK ROW

India to
change hate
speech law

AFP, New Delhi

India is set to amend its
hate speech laws follow-
ing a public outcry over
two women arrested for
posting comments on
Facebook after the death
of hardline politician Bal

Thackeray.
The new guidelines by

the communications and
information technology
ministry will make it
harder for police to arrest
people who post allegedly

offensive material online.
The case against the two

was dropped yesterday.

No party ticket

FROM PAGE 20
said nomination in the

next parliamentary elec-
tion will also be given on
the basis of vote of grass-
rootslevel leaders.

Earlier at an ALPP meet-
ing on June 11 this year, the
premier said she con-
ducted a survey in all the
constituencies of her party
MPs. Citing the results of
the survey, she said pertor-
mance of 25-30 lawmakers
was very poor and they
risked losing the polls if
held now, while another
25-30 MPs had 50-50
chance. The AL chief urged
those MPs to work hard to
better their records,

according to sources,
In the last four years,

Hasina repeatedly warned
her party lawmakers
against corruption, abuse
of power and unruly
behaviour.But no action
was taken in this regard
although the government
and the ruling AL faced

severe criticism for all this.
At yesterday's meeting,

the AL chief urged party

MPs to make people aware
of the BNP-Jamaat-led
opposition movement. She
asked them to hold series
of rallies and discussions
in the month of victory,
December, said party law-
maker MA Mannan.

“Keep the party's grass-
roots leaders and workers
constantly alert about BNP-
Jamaat's agitation,” he
quoted Hasina as saying.

The AL president urged
her party lawmakers to
prepare in full swing for the
next parliamentary polls.

Speaking at the meeting,
some MPs demanded that the

government grant them more
funds and food grains for
implementation of develop-
ment projects in their constitu-
encies. They mentioned that
they had made various pledges
before the last parliamentary
polls, and they need more

fundstoimplementthose.
The lawmakers, how-

ever, opposed allocation of
such funds to zila parishads
since that will be used by
the parishads’' administra-
tors, instead ofthe MPs.

Tamils demand
army pullout
after clashes

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's main Tamil
party yesterday demanded
troops be withdrawn to
barracks in the former rebel
heartland of Jatina after the
worst ethnic violence since
the end of the island's
decades-long civil war.

About 20 students were
wounded, seven of whom
needed hospital treat-
ment, in clashes with secu-
rity forces at Jaffna
University, underscoring
tensions in the region
despite the end of the con-
flictin May 2009.

The Tamil National
Alliance lawmaker for the
Jattna district accused
security ftorces of trigger-
ing the unrest by storming
the university on Tuesday
to thwart a planned com-
memoration for defeated
Tamil Tiger guerrillas.

Local journalists said
several colleagues were
beaten up by police and
plain-clothed security
personnel.

JP won't back

FROM PAGE 20
two of its leaders -- Abdur

Rouf Manik and
Mostafizur Rahman
Mostata, JP Chairman HM
Ershad told a press briefing
at his Banani office in the
capital.

The two are in the may-
oral race.

Meanwhile, JP presid-
ium member and mayoral
hopeful Mosiur Rahman
Ranga withdrew his nomi-
nation papers around
3:00pm vyesterday, the last
day for withdrawal of can-
didacy for the December 20
poll.

The JP on November 6
extended its support to
Ranga for contesting the
election. But Manik and
Mostata submitted nomi-
nation papers, claiming
themselves as party
favourites.

Regarding the party's
stance, Ershad said the JP
backed Ranga due to his
dedication to the party, but
later changed the decision
to clear confusion among

| voters.

"I have requested
Manik and Mostafa to
withdraw their candida-
tures, but they refused,”

he added.
Our Rangpur corre-

spondent adds:
Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party's
Rangpur city office yester-
day, Ranga said, "As a
leader of Jatiya Party, 1
must comply with the
decision of the party's
high-ups. Therefore, 1
decided not to contest the

poll.”
Contacted, Abdur Rouf

Manik said as he had
resigned from the party
earlier, the JP presidium's
decision on his expulsion

could not be effective.
“But still I consider

Ershad as my leader
because he picked me for
the party and helped me get
elected mayor of the erst-
while Rangpur municipal-
ity,” he added.

The government
upgraded the Rangpur
municipality to a city cor-
poration on June 28.

The blowout and sinking of the Deepwater
Horizon drilling platform left 11 people dead and
spewed some 4.9 million barrels of oil into the Gulf of
Mexico over 87 days, blackeningbeachesin five states.

War Crimes: Kosovo ex-PM acquitted

AFP, The Hague

Fierce clashes
near Syria's
main airport

Country cut off from
internet, phone
BBC ONLINE

A UN war crimes court yesterday acquitted
Kosovo's ex-prime minister Ramush Haradinaj
of murder and torture during the 1990s war ot
independence, enraging Belgrade with the sec-
ond such acquittal in two weeks.

More than 10,000 people died in the fighting
which marked one of the darkest chapters of the

The main road to the air-
port of the Syrian capital
Damascus has been
closed and there have
been no flights since early
morning, as rebel groups
reported fierce fighting in
the area.

Later, state television
said the Damascus airport
road was "secured"” after

military intervention.
The clashes came as

internet and phone sys-
tems in the country went

down.
The Syrian government

has previously cut off
access to the internet dur-
ing major operations, but
correspondents say a
nationwide switch-oft is

unprecedented.
But the information

minister said "terrorists”
had cut off the internet
and that engineers were

working to repair the fault.
Spain meanwhile

announced its recognition
of the Syrian National
Coalition as the legitimate
representative of Syria's
people.

In Aleppo, regime air
strike yesterday killed at
least 15 civilians, includ-
ing five children, a moni-
toring group said.

Myanmar breaks up mine protest

AFP, Yangon

Myanmar riot police fired water cannon and tear
gas at protesters against a Chinese-backed copper
mine yesterday, injuring dozens in a crackdown

hours before Aung San Suu Kyi visited the area.
Demonstrators, who say farmers have been

evicted to make way for the mine, recounted
being shaken from their sleep in the early hours of
the morning as police moved in to disperse them.

Concorde killing verdict quashed

AFP, Versailles

A French court yesterday cleared Continental
Airlines of any crime over the July 2000 crash of an
Air France Concorde but upheld a ruling that the
US airline bore civil responsibility for the disaster.

The disaster which left 113 people dead and
eventually led to Concorde being taken out of
service.

Two tickets share $550m US jackpot

BeC ONLINE

Two winning tickets - bought in Arizona and
Missouri - share a $550m US Powerball lottery
jackpot, the second-biggest US prize ever, organ-

isers said yesterday.
No-one has yet come forward to claim the

prize. Statisticians calculated that a player had

more chance of becoming US president, dying

from a bee sting or getting struck by lightning
. thanhitting the jackpot.
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Career Opportunity

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY
The fivst private university in Bangladesh

Secretary to the Vice Chancellor (Female): 1 position

Qualifications and Experiences: Master's degree preferably in  Business
Administration / English/ Social Sciences. Candidates having O/A level background
will be preferred. Minimum 2-3 years work experience in academic administrative
job in any large/ multinational organization preferably in well reputed university.
Excellent communication skills in English and Bengali. Well conversant in computer
applications.

Age limit: 25 — 30 years.

Protocol Officer, Office of the Vice Chancellor (Male): 1 position

Qualifications and Experiences: Master's degree preferably in Business
Administration / English/ Social Sciences. Minimum 5 years work experience in
academic administrative job in any large/ multinational organization preferably in
well reputed university. Excellent communication skills in English and Bengali. Well
conversant in computer applications.

Age limit: 30 — 35 years.

Monthly Salary (for both positions):
Attractive salary package will be offered to the deserving candidates.
Other Benefits (for both positions):
Provident Fund, Gratuity, Festival Bonuses, Group Insurance, in- house free
Medical Consultation etc

Only short listed candidates will be called for interview

The position sought must be clearly stated on the envelope. Please apply giving
detailed CV with a passport size photograph and copies of all academic & job
experience certificates by 13 December 2012 to:

The Director (Administration)

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY
Plot # 15, Block # B, Bashundhara, Dhaka — 1229
Tel. 8852000 Ext. 1201/1212
or by e-mail to: saber@northsouth.edu or shamim@northsouth.edu




