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Akramuddin's panel leads
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association group contin-

ued hours past midnight.

Vote counting in the
biennial election to the
nation's apex trade body
started at 7:00pm yesterday,
less than two hours after the
polls were closed.

A total of 1,816 votes were
cast in the election, Awami
League lawmaker Ali Ashraf,
chairman of the election
board, told reporters.

The voters went to the
polls to elect 30 directors
who -- along with 18 nomi-
nated directors (nine each
from chamber and associa-
tion groups) -- will choose a
president for the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
tomorrow for a two-year
term.

Of 1,611 voters in the
association group, 1,433 cast
their votes; and 383 ballots --
out of 390 -- were cast in the

chamber group.

The voting began at
9:26am at the Federation
Bhaban in Motijheel and the
three-member election
board announced the clo-
sure of the polls at 5:20pm
yesterday.

The election, however,
had been scheduled to begin
at 9:00am and end at
4:30pm.

“Since we started the
election late, we also closed
itlate,” Ashrafsaid.

“The election was held
peacefully as no major unto-
ward incident took place. 1
was not under pressure from
any quarter during the elec-
tion.”

A total of 63 candidates
contested for the posts of 30
directors -- 15 each from
chamber and association
groups -- under the banner
of two panels.

Kazi Akramuddin

Ahmed, chairman of
Standard Bank, and a mem-
ber of the ruling Awami
League's advisory council,
won clear backing from the
government for his panel.

On the other hand,
Annisul Huq, a former
FBCCI president and a popu-
lar face in the business com-
munity, threw his weight
behind the Ganatantrik
Parishad, but did not contest
the election.

In the Ganatantrik
Parishad panel, Abu Alam
Chowdhury was the leader
of the association group and
Dewan Sultan Ahmed
headed the chamber group.

According to rules, this
year's FBCCI president will
be chosen from the associa-
tion group as the incumbent
president was selected from
the chamber group two
years ago.

“The election is being
held peacefully. Everyone is

voting spontaneously,”
Akram said after casting his
voteat4:20pm.

After the primary results
of the chamber group, a
jubilant Monowara Hakim
Ali, who represented
Chittagong Women
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry in the election,
said: “I am very happy to be
elected.”

“Now I will be able to
complete my unfinished
tasks.”

Also the president of the
chamber, Monowara Ali said
she came to know about the
problems of different cham-
bers in the country during
her election campaign. “I
know not only their prob-
lems, but also their poten-
tial.”

“I may not be able to solve
all their problems, but I
would be happy if I could
solve atleastsome of them.”

Egypt judges slam
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Egyptian justice,” Club chief
Ahmed al-Zind told the
club's general assembly, as
furious judges chanted "The
people want the downfall of
the regime."

Protesters tried to storm
the High Court where the
judges were meeting but
were dispersed when police
fired tear gas.

Earlier, anti-riot police
fired tear gas to disperse
anti-Morsi protesters
camped out in Cairo's Tahrir
Square as Western govern-
ments voiced growing con-
cern over the political crisis.

The Supreme Judicial
Council denounced Morsi's
constitutional declaration

as "an unprecedented attack
on the independence of the
judiciary and its rulings",
while the Judges Club of
Alexandria announced "the
suspension of work in all
courts and prosecution
administrations in the prov-
inces of Alexandria and
Beheira.”

And they "will accept
nothing less than the cancel-
lation of (Morsi's decree),”
which violates the principle
of separation of powers, club
chief Mohammed Ezzat al-
Agwa said.

The president already
held both the executive and
legislative powers, and his
Thursday decree puts him
beyond judicial oversight

until a new constitution has
been ratified in a referen-
dum.

The measures are valid
only until the new constitu-
tion now being drafted is
adopted, and supporters
argue they will hasten what
has been a turbulent and
seemingly endless transition
to democracy.

In Cairo, a statement by
some 20 "independent
judges” said that while
some of the decisions taken
by the president were a
response to popular
demands, they were issued
"at the expense of freedom
and democracy."

Morsi has ordered the
reopening of investigations

into the deaths of some 850
protesters during the 2011
uprising, and hundreds
more since.

New prosecutor general
Talaat Ibrahim Abdallah said
new "revolutionary courts”
would be set up and could
see former president Hosni
Mubarak, his sons and his
top security chiefs retried
"should there be new evi-
dence.”

Mubarak and his inte-
rior minister were sen-
tenced to life over the kill-
ing of protesters in last
year's popular uprising
against him, but six secu-
rity chiefs were acquitted
in the same case sparking
nationwide outrage.

All changed with a
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dominance as captain

Sammy declared with a lead
of 261, not insurmountable
on a batting-friendly track.

But the top-order bats-
men repeated their first
innings ineptness, crashing
to 82 for five -- losing all
wickets in the afternoon
session, culminating in
captain Mushfiqur Rahim's
most uncharacteristic slog
to be bowled by Permaul. At
that stage Shakib, so often
the saviour, stepped in with
what was one of his better
innings. He constructed a
144-run sixth wicket part-
nership with Nasir Hossain
and had carried the team to
within 35 runs of clearing
the deficit but that is when
the harsh lesson was handed
out.

The lesson is that in Test
cricket a batsman's job is
never really done until a
team is safe, and safety in a
Test match is not an easily
won position. Shakib, bat-
ting on 97 and undoubtedly
anxious to get his third hun-
dred to cap a perfect day
from an individual view-

point, stepped out to
Permaul in the first ball of
the penultimate over the day
and tried to hit the ball miles,
but it only went the thirty
metres or so to the mid-off
fielder. A century may have
been the icing on a perfect
day for him, but it would still
not have gotten the Tigers
out of the woods.

Getting out at that stage,
when the West Indians were
on the ropes after a fighting
stand from the home team
and a session in which not a
wicket had fallen after the
five scalps in the previous
one, spells certain doom for
the team as the visitors will
be rejuvenated in the morn-
ing today knowing that their
opponents’ main weapon
has been neutralised.

[t may seem unfair to
dwell on Shakib's dismissal
when his top order team-
mates just did not turn up
and were reckless, but it's
the manner of dismissal
which finds the near-saviour
especially culpable. He
could just as easily have
picked three singles to get to

shot

his hundred, or even
stopped bothering about the
milestone knowing fully well
that he could come back
tomorrow and reach it in
good time.

A 144-run stand is not
enough to save a match,
especially when the opposi-
tion had recorded a partner-
ship of more than 300 and
another worth more than
150. Neither was a 117-ball
97 an innings that could
change the momentum
decisively. Perhaps it was the
knowledge that his shot
erased the considerable
good work he had done for
his team that kept him from
appearing at the post-day
press conference, even
though he was the best per-
former of the day.

Instead of enduring a
wicketless session and being
confronted with two set
batsmen in the morning,
Shakib's shot has ensured
that the visitors will come
out all guns blazing, with
only four wickets to go and
35 runs to guard for an
inningsvictory.

Truly hairy mid-life crises

FROM PAGE 20
modernas papyrus compared
to theiryounger colleagues.

A new study finds that
chimpanzees and orang-
utans, too, often experience a
mid-life crisis, suggesting the
causesare inherentin primate
biology and not specific to
human society.

"We were just stunned”
when data on the apes
showed a U-shaped curve of
happiness, said economist
Andrew Oswald of the
University of Warwick in
England and a co-author of
the paper, which was pub-
lished on Monday in the
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences of the
USA.

The U-shaped curve of
human happiness and other
aspects of well-being are as
thoroughly documented as
the reasons for it are contro-
versial. Since 2002 studies in
some 50 countries have found
that well-being is high in
youth, plunges in mid-life
and rises in old age. The
euphoria of yvouth comes
from unlimited hopes and
good health, while the con-
tentment and serenity of the
elderly likely reflects "accu-
mulated wisdom and the
fact that when you've seen
friends and family die, you
value what you have,” said
Oswald.

The reasons for the plunge
in well-being in middle age,
when suicides and use of anti-
depressants both peak, are
murkier. In recent years
researchers have emphasized
sociological and economic
factors, from the accountant's
recognition that she will
never realize her dream of
starring on Broadway to the
middle manager's fear of
being downsized, not to
mention failing marriages
and financial woes.

In what Oswald, 58, calls "a
burst of madness,”" since no
such study had ever been
attempted, he and his col-
leagues decided to see
whether creatures that don't
have career regrets or under-
water mortgages might nev-
ertheless suffer a well-being
plunge in middle age.

They enlisted colleagues to
assess the well-being of 155
chimps in Japanese zoos, 181
in US and Australian zoos and
172 orangs in zoos in the
United States, Canada,
Australia and Singapore.
Keepers, volunteers,
researchers and caretakers
who knew the apes well used
a four-item questionnaire to
assess the level of content-
ment in the animals, said
psychologist Alex Weiss of
Scotland's University of
Edinburgh. One question,
for instance, asked how

much pleasure the animals -
which ranged from infants
to graybeards - get from
social interactions.

All three groups of apes
experienced mid-life malaise:
a U-shaped contentment
curve with the nadir at ages
28, 27 and 35, respectively,
comparable to human ages of
4510 50.

Why would chimps and
orangs have a mid-life crisis? It
could be that their societies
are similar enough to the
human variety that social, and
not only biological, factors are
at work, Oswald said. Perhaps
apes feel existential despair,
too, when they realize they'll
never be the alpha male or
female.

An evolutionary explana-
tion is even more intriguing.
"Maybe nature doesn't want
us to be contented in middle
age, doesn't want us sitting
around contentedly with our
feet up in a tree," he said.
"Maybe discontent lights a
fire under people, causing
them to achieve more" for
themselves and their family.

"By knowing our results,
people might be gentler on
themselves” when they expe-
rience a mid-life crisis,
Oswald said. "Knowing that
it's biological, they'll realize
that if they can just hang on
they'll likely come out the
otherside."

9 workers killed
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Centre for Women and

Child Health, said they
received the bodies of four
female workers. They were
identified as Moriyum, 25,
Morsheda, 26, Mousumi,
26 and Nurunnesa, 30.

A male worker, identi-
fied as Maruf, 22, died at
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital around 10:00pm.

The identity of the four
other dead could not be
known immediately as
relatives took away their
bodies from the spot, said
OC Badrul.

Eight other workers with
head, hand and leg injuries
were undergoing treat-
ment at DMCH.

The injured were first
rushed to the Centre for
Women and Child Health
for treatment. "We treated
53 while 10 were referred to
different hospitals in
Dhaka as their condition
was critical," said Harunur
Rashid.

Director General of Fire
Service and Civil Defence
Abu Naim Mohammad
Shahidullah, told reporters
at the spot that the fire
might have originated
from an electrical short
circuit. However, he added,
nothing could be said for
sure before a thorough
investigation.

The rescuers brought
down about 50 workers
trapped on the rooftop of
the building.

Moinul, a worker of
Tazreen Fashion, said,
"Around 6:50pm, I was
about to enter the factory
building when I heard the
fire alarm. I saw flames and
fumes coming out of the
ground floor."

He said some workers
managed to come out but
many got trapped inside as
the fire quickly spread. "I
saw many of my fellow
workers jumping from the
building."

Some workers said there
was an emergency exit at
the building but they could
not use it, as they were not
trained to do that.

"About 200-250 workers
were on over-time duty on
several floors when the fire
started at the cotton
godown on the ground
floor,” said Monsur Khaled,
chief of crisis management
cellof BGMEA.

Three fire-fighting units
from EPZ rushed there at
7:15pm. They tried to
douse the fire with the help
oflocals. Twelve more units
joined them later.
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Beauty Akhter, wife of Ameer Hossain, the alleged mastermind of Parag abduction, is arrested at
Gazipur yesterday while suspects Mamun, top, and Al Amin were arrested in the capital.

Kingpin survives 'shootout’
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Around 4:55am vyesterday,
Deputy Commissioner
Masudur Rahman of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police sent a text
message asking this corre-
spondent to contact DB
Inspector Saidur Rahman.

Contacted within minutes,
the inspector said, "Ameer
was killed in an encounter
when we raided a house at
Tilargati-Singpara of Tongi
around 3:45am.

"After atip-off, a joint team
of DB and Keraniganj police
raided a house at Tongi and an
incident of shootout took
place between them and
Ameer."

The law enforcers repeat-
edly knocked on the door and
broke in when nobody
responded. Ameer, sensing
their presence, opened fire,
forcing them to retaliate, he
added.

Later, police found Ameer
lying in a pool of blood in the
room and considered him
dead as two bullets had hit
him in the chest and head,
Saidur added. They sent the
“body” to Tongi Upazila
Health Complex.

Tongi Police Station offi-
cer-in-charge Ismail Hossain
said, "As doctors found Ameer
alive around 7:00am, they
suggested taking him to
DMCH."

Police also picked Beauty,
her son and domestic help,
who were in another room
during the “shootout”.

Sanwar Hossain, a senior
assistant commissioner of DB
South, who led the drive to
arrest Ameer, said, "We
thought Ameer had died in
the shooting.”

During the gunfight, three
policemen -- Inspector
Mejbah Uddin Ahmed and
sub-inspectors Azizul Hug
Miah and Mominul Hugqg --
suffered injuries as they
bumped into stairs and walls
while trying to dodge bul-
lets.

Police said now that 42-
year-old was alive, he was
shown arrested along with
his wife Beauty Begum, 32.
They also claimed a seizure of
two pistols and 85 bullets
from the couple's posses-
sion.

But according to Rajbari
police and Rapid Action
Battalion officials Ameer was
arrested Tuesday night along
with his accomplice Al-Amin
at Goalanda in Rajbari. But
till yesterday, the police kept
ondenying the arrest.

Sources said after unoffi-
cially keeping him for interro-
gation, Ameer was taken to his
Tongi residence for recovery
ofhisillegalarms. He was shot
after the arms and ammuni-
tion were found.

On the morning of
November 11, an armed gang
kidnapped Parag after shoot-
ing the kid's mother, sister
and their driver when they

were getting into their car for
school.

Three days later, the boy
was freed at Atibazar in
Keraniganj reportedly against
aransom of Tk 50 lakh.

Police and Rab so far
arrested 11 persons including
Ameer in connection with the
kidnap.

AMEER'SVERSION

[brahim Sarkar, a local jour-
nalist who rushed to Tongi
hospital after the “"gunfight”,
told The Daily Star, "Around
7:00am, Ameer started groan-
ing and moving his hands
and legs.

"[ talked to Ameer after he
regained consciousness. He
told me that he was not
Ameer; he was Moktar
Hossain of Munshiganj. He
also said police had blind-
folded him and fired two
shots, pointing weapons at
his chest and head.

"Ameer requested me to
save his life. He also urged me
to request doctors to remove
bullets from his body."

Talking to The Daily Star at
DMCH, Ameer said, "l am a
rich trader. I had no arms in
my possession and police
fired at me without any provo-
cation.”

Asked whether he was
arrested earlier at Goalanda in
Rajbari, Ameer did not reply
and keptsilent.

His aide Al-Amin's paren-
tal residenceis at Goalanda.

Replying to a question over
the ransom, Ameer said, "As 1
am not Aimeer. How can I say
aboutit?"

WHAT BEAUTY SAYS
"During my conversation
with Beauty at Tongi police
custody, she said her husband
Ameer had taken the boy
[Parag] to their house at
Atibazar on November 11,"
[brahim said.

On the night of November
14 after releasing Parag, the
Ameer family first went to
Jurain and the next day to
Tongi. They hurriedly rented a
two-room house. Ameer
introduced himself as an
expatriate to the landlord.
He also purchased a televi-
sion, fridge and furniture.

"Beauty also said her hus-
band had purchased a piece
ofland last week for Tk 17 lakh
with the help of land broker
Morshed and Saheb Ali.”

She added when Parag was
in their captivity, Al Amin had
injected the kid with sedative.

Tongi OC Ismail Hossain
also said he learnt that Ameer
had paid for purchasing a
piece of land. He was vyet to
know the source ofthe money.
POLICEBRIEFING
DB and Dhaka district police
held a press briefing jointly at
the Media Centre of DMP
yesterday noon. DC-DB
(South) Monirul Islam and
Dhaka Superintendent of
Police Habibur Rahman,
among others, were present.

Monirul Islam trashed the

report of paying of Tk 50 lakhs
as ransom. "The criminals
released the boy after a tech-
nique had been applied.
Besides, a pressure was
exerted on them by detain-
ing their family members
and relatives."

Asked about the motive
behind the abduction, he
said, "We are not sure yet.
They might have kidnapped
the boy for ransom, but they
did not get time to realise the
money. As we have applied a
technique, they had to leave
their hope for the ransom
money."

Over the Rab's claim that it
had evidence on the payment
of ransom, the DC-DB said,
"Any other agency might have
got the information. But we
have no such information.”

He added. "If the investiga-
tor of the case feels, he might
interrogate those officials
who spoke about the demand
and payment of ransom
money.”

[LLaw Commission
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including appointment of

legal experts, law professors
and researchers as HC
judges, were ignored.
Traditionally lawyers and
lower court judges are
appointed to the post.

According to the proposed
guidelines, a candidate hasto
have at least a second class or
its equivalent grade in bache-
lor degree with honours in
law from any recognised
university orasecond class or
equivalent grade in master's
degree in law or any other
subject along with a bachelor
degree in law with second
class.

Those who have studied
abroad must have at least a
second class or its equiva-
lent grade in bachelor
degree in law from any uni-
versity recognised by the
Bangladesh Bar Council or
must have completed the
Bar at law.

To qualify for the post,
one has to be a district and
sessions judge or its equiva-
lent official. He or she has to
have positive records, por-
traying high morality in the
whole service period.

Besides, a law profes-
sional has to have a record of
conducting a number of
cases independently at the
Supreme Court to become
an HC judge.

The Law Commission in
August sent six recommen-
dations to the law ministry.
The suggestions included
scrapping of Article 98 of the
constitution that provides
for temporary appointment
of additional HC judges and
judges to the Appellate
Division from the HC, as the
provision is inconsistent
with the spirit of an inde-
pendent judiciary.

Asia Energy back
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in the areas.

“The survey includes
among others effectiveness
of previous exploration,
agricultural prospect, popula-
tion, groundwater, environ-
mental development and
informing people about the
proposed project which is in
line with the licence and lease
of the company,” the instruc-
tionsaid.

Upon discovery of 572
million tonnes of high quality
coal in Phulbari at a depth
ranging from 150 to 270
metres, Asia Energy in 2005
proposed to develop an open-
pit mine to ensure maximuin
production. It also proposed
building a coal-fired power
projectatthe mine-mouth.

This proposal prompted
some quarters, including the
national committee, to pro-
test as it would displace sev-
eral villages.

On August 26, 2006, thou-
sands of people of Phulbari

led by leaders of the oil-gas
protection committee staged
a violent demonstration
centring the coal mine issue.
Police opened fire, leaving
three persons killed. Ever
since, Asia Energy had not
beenactivein the field.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Asia Energy Bangladesh's
chief Gary Lye said that after
2006, they expected in 2007
that the government would
make headway about the
mining project. But till date, it
has remained inactive on this
issue.

In May, Gary Lye went to
Phulbariand met with around
200 people. “I felt that people
needed to know better about
this project as they are left
with a lot of misinformation,”
Gary said. In Bangladesh, the
impoverished regions are also
the areas with least supply of
energy. Districts that have
higher energy had better
economic condition, he
noted.

“Coal is the most afford-
able solution for energy,” he
asserted.

He referred to the govern-
ment plans to build several
power projects having a total
generation capacity of several
thousand megawatts, based
on imported coal. But, he
argued, it would have been
more practical to tap the
domestic coal for this than
importing the resources.

“If the government gives a
go-ahead on this mine pro-
ject, it would take at least five
years before we could supply
the coal. Sitting on the deci-
sion is not helping,” he said.
Meanwhile, officials told The
Daily Star that the Hasina-led
government is unlikely to take
any decision on Asia Energy's
proposal or development of
any new coal mine within its
tenure as it involves displace-
ment of a huge population.
There are political risks, the
officials noted.

Blast kills 14
in China

AFP, Beijing

Fourteen people were
killed and 47 injured when
a blast tore through a res-
taurant in northern China,
state media said yesterday,
with initial investigations
pointing to a gas leak as the
likely cause.

The explosion occurred
in the city of Jinzhong in
Shanxi province, which lies
to the west of Beijing, on
Friday evening, the official
Xinhua news agency said.

Xinhua quoted local
investigators as saying that
17 of the injured were in a
serious condition.

Portugal
pulls bulk of
police from
East Timor

AFP, Dili

Portugal withdrew the bulk
of its police officers from
East Timor yesterday as
international forces wind up
a 13-year mission in Asia's
youngest nation, where
thousands have died in
political bloodshed.

Seventy-five of the offi-
cers boarded a Lisbon-
bound plane in the former
Portuguese colony, among
the last of 1,200 UN peace-
keepers to return home
before the official end of
their mission on December
31.

Only around three dozen
UN Police remain in the
country, including several
from Portugal, Australia,
Malaysia and Pakistan. Most
of them will leave next week
and all will have to withdraw
by December 31.

International forces
began pulling out in earnest
last month with Canberra
this week saying it was send-
ing home hundreds of
troops from the Australian-
led International
Stabilisation Force (ISF),
endingasix-year operation.

Jamaat-Shibir
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capital's Malibagh, they
detained six other activists.

At Uttara, police were hit
by a hail of brickbats when
they moved towards a pro-
cession of 60-70 Jamaat-
Shibir men on Road 7, Sector
4 around 4:30pm, witnesses
said.

After that, police and the
marchers chased each other
foraround 15 minutes.

The law enforcers fired
eight rounds of teargas canis-
ters, 18 rounds of rubber
bullets and charged baton to
disperse the supporters,
Deputy Commissioner
Nisarul Arif of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (Uttara
division) told The Daily Star.

Twenty-five activists,
three of them injured, were
picked up from the spot. No
policemen were injured in
the incident.

The procession was
organised as part of Jamaat-
e-Islami's ongoing demon-
strations demanding release
of its leaders facing war
crimes trial.

In Chapainawabganj, 16
people including six police-
men were injured during a
clash between police and
Jamaat-Shibir men at
Nachole Bazar.

The injured police per-
sonnel are Officer-in-Charge
Firoz Ahmed, Officer-in-
Charge (Investigation) Sayed
Igbal, sub-inspectors Abdul
Momin and Saiful Islam and
constables Mamunur Rashid
and Helal of Nachole police
station.

Firoz was admitted to
Nachole upazila health com-
plex and the others were
given first aid. Police arrested
five leaders, including
upazila unit ameer Yahia
Khaled, secretary Yakub Ali
and Nachole union parishad
Chairman Mawlana Rais
Uddin.

Police said Jamaat
brought out a procession
without the local administra-
tion's permission around
3:45pm and attacked them
with brickbats and sticks. The
cops retaliated with teargas
shells, rubber bullets and
baton charge.

In the Malibagh drive, six
Jamaat and Shibir supporters
were picked up from Educare
Coaching Centre around
5:00pm, following a tip-off,
said Officer-in-Charge
Mohammad Shah Alam of
Ramna Police Station.



