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demonstrations to realise

their demands.
Meanwhile, another

platform "“Orajnoitik
Mancha” yesterday
declared to enforce hartal
in the upazila for an indefi-
nite period from today. The
platform is led by Phulbari
municipality Mayvor Md
Manik Sarker, also presi-
dent of Phulbari Chamber
of Commerce and

Industry.
Both the organisations

are protesting the govern-
ment's decision to let
British firm Asia Energy
resume its survey of the

coal mine area.
During vyesterday's

daylong hartal, several
thousand people blocked
the Dinajpur-Dhaka high-
way and burnt tyres in
different areas of the
upazila since 6:00am. The
blockade halted tratfic on
the road, reports our

Dinajpur correspondent.
The committee called

the hartal in protest at the
imposition of Section 144
by the local administration
to foil its Friday's protest

rally in Phulbari.
Train service between

several northern and
southern districts and
Dhaka remained sus-
pended for half an hour
from 10:00am as the dem-
onstrators blocked the
railway tracks near
Phulbari Railway Station by

felled trees.
All the educational

institutions, business
establishments and most
shops remained closed

during hartal hours.
Additional police have

been deployed at ditferent
places in the upazila to
maintain law and order,
said assistant super of
Dinajpur police.

Talking to BBC Bangla
Service, member of the
national committee SM
Abdullah Nuruzzaman
said no one from the gov-
ernment have contacted
them as yet. Even none has
clarified why the Section
144 has been imposed
there.
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KL aspirants oftered easy bank loan
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including that of air pas-

sages, visa fee, training
fee, medical bill, travel
taxes and other related
expenditure.

It is initially estimated
that the cost of migration
for a person would be
around Tk 40,000 and the
banks would offer people
the entire amount as loan
at only nine percent

annual rate of interest.
The bankswould recover

the loan on instalments
from the salary or wages of
the migrants under agree-
ments with their employ-
ers. Persons, authorised by
the migrants, can also pay

the instalments.
"Atotal of5,00,000work-

ers from Bangladesh will
get jobs in Malaysia in the
next five years. Each of the
migrants can have loan
from the Expatriate
Welfare Bank," CM Koyes
Sami, managing director of

the specialised bank, told
BSS.

In the first phase, 50,000
workers will be sent to
Malaysia, beginning from
January next year.

The workers will be sent
to Malaysia under a govern-
ment to government
arrangement, which will be
finalised next week in Kuala

Lumpur, the Malaysian

capital, he added.
Sami said a potential

migrant who wants to get

loan should open an
account with the bank. The
airfare of the worker would
be paid directly by the
bank to the airline to pro-
tect people from forgery or
harassment.

Besides the loan, Sami
said the migrants would
get priority cards, which
would entitle them to get
services on priority basis
from the Bangladesh High
Commission in Kuala
Lumpur.

4 die as flyover girders fall in
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people were trapped under

the girders and 13 of them
had been rescued and sent
to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital.

Police said Md Mamun,
20, Md Russell, 20, Omar
Faruk, 20, Sohel, 35, Hafiful
Miah, 16, Shahabuddin, 20,
Najma Begum, 21, and
Ripan Dhar, 23, were admit-
ted to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital. They said
five other injured people
could not be identified.

Sources said there were
more people trapped under
the girders and rescue oper-
ations were going on as this
report was being filed at
1:30am today. They feared

the death toll might rise.
Eyewitnesses said at

around 8:00pm three con-
crete girders of the flyover
fell on some people, mostly
vegetable vendors of the
kitchen market.

Rescue operations had
to be suspended as locals

staged a violent protest
soon after the incident.
They blocked fire engines
from reaching the spot and
vandalised two of the vehi-
cles, said Ruhul Amin,
deputy director of Fire
Service and Civil Defence.
The demonstrators also
torched 10 motorbikes, six
owned by policemen, and
makeshift camps of the fly-

over construction workers.
The agitators ransacked

Bahaddarhat Police Outpost
and got involved in running
battles with the police.

Eyewitnesses claimed
that the mob also attacked
the wvehicle of Deputy
Commissioner Abdul
Mannan at 9:00pm.

Police charged trun-
cheons and fired around 30
teargas canisters to disperse

the mob, said sources.
Abdul Mannan, deputy

commissioner of
Chittagong, said he had
asked for the army's help

with cranes and two army
cranes had gone to the spot.

However, sources said
army personnel with the
cranes reached the spot
but could not begin rescue
operations immediately as
they were busy trying to get
the mob under control.

Meanwhile, a wall of the
Bahaddarhat mosque
collapsed on the mob,
injuring at least 10 people.
The injured were rushed to
Chittagong Medical
College Hospital.

On June 29, a concrete
girder of the flyover fell on
the road below, slightly
injuring a rickshaw-puller.
Luckily, the accident hap-
pened on a Friday during
Juma prayer time when the

road was almost empty.
The Chittagong

Development Authority is
constructing the flyover at
a cost ot Tk 106 crore. The
construction work ot the
four-lane flyover began in

ctg

December2010.

Primary and Mass
Education Minister Afsarul
Amin at the spot told jour-
nalists that the accident
might have happened
owing to a technical fault
but a proper investigation
would reveal everything.

Chittagong City
Corporation Mayor M
Monjur Alam also visited
the spot.

Former Chittagong City
Corporation mayor ABM
Mohiuddin Chowdhury at
the spot demanded pun-
ishment for everyone,
including Chittagong
Development Authority
Chairman Abdus Salam, as
they were responsible for

such negligence.
Members of Border

Guard Bangladesh, Ansar,
Rab, armoured police and
the army got the situation
under control at around
10:00pm and resumed
rescue operations.

Home boss explains
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“The accused in the two cases

are almost the same and they
are being produced before a
Chittagong court twice aweek
in the arms haul case. For this,
the Dhaka court dealing with
the grenade attack case is
getting only two working days
a week to hold the trial," he
told a discussion at Dhaka

Reporters Unityinthe capital.
Upon the completion of

added the minister.
He alleged that the previ-

ous BNP-led tour-party
alliance government in 2004
did not want to hold the trial
of the grenade attack case. It
had ordered the police sta-
tions not to take cases “be-
cause the top brass of their
government were involved
in the attack which was
launched to kill the then top
opposition leaders.

the minister said while
speaking at a meeting
organised by “21st August
Bangladesh”, an organisa-
tion of the injured in the
gruesome attack.

He also said that follow-
ing the incident, then oppo-
sition leader Sheikh Hasina
asked her party leaders and
activists to have patience
and avoid engaging in any
subversive activities.

doctors did not let us enter
them. Since then, many of
1 5 including
Communication Minister
Obaidul Quader, have
borne grenade splinters in
theirbodies,” he added.
The minister also
urged people to protest
the activities of Jamaat-
Shibir men, saying that
they were trying to “create
anarchy all over the coun-
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Ashura today
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and close relatives,

embraced martyrdom at
the hands of Yazid's force
in the desert of Karbala “to
uphold the cause of Islam
and the teachings of the
great prophet”.
The dayis apublic holiday.

President Zillur Rahman,
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Leader of the
Opposition Khaleda Zia in
separate messages paid
their deep respects to Hazrat
Imam Hossain (RA) and the

other martyrs of Karbala.
\The president said the

supreme sacrifice of Hazrat
Imam Hossain (RA) and his
companions at Karbala
remained luminous in the
history of mankind. “The
eternal message of Ashura
inspires us to be vocal
against any injustice and
repression and walk the
path oftruth and justice.”

In her message, the
prime minister called
upon all to uphold the
teachings of Ashura to
establish truth and justice
in the national life by
resisting all kinds of injus-
tice and discrimination.

In another message,
Khaleda Zia said the mar-
tyrdom embraced by
Imam Hossain (RA) and his
relatives on the day of
Ashuraremained an exam-
ple for all to emulate.
Ditferent religious organi-
sations have chalked out
various programmes to
mark the occasion.
Bangladesh Betar,
Bangladesh Television and
private TV channels will air
special programmes while
newspapers publish sup-
plements highlighting the
significance of the day.

Ironic rice of India
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five lakh tonnes of rice and

wheat voluntarily, said
Razzaque.

India's pledge to give
Bangladesh the grains
came when the country
was trying to overcome the
impacts of cyclone Sidr
and recurring floods.

“We did not want any
favour or concessionary
price. We wanted to buy
the grains at the interna-
tional market price,” said

the minister.
He said the Indian gov-

ernment gave many condi-
tions and Bangladesh

accepted them all.
The conditions stipu-

lated relaxation of policies
that Bangladesh wusually
follows when importing

food grains, he said.
As a norm, the food

ministry inspects the pur-
chased food items at the
ports of unloading, such as
Chittagong and Mongla
ports, but India insisted
that the inspection should
take place at the ports of
loading.

"We accepted that,” said

Razzaque.
It then sought relaxation

of the requirement for 5
percent performance
guarantee, which the food

ministry agreed to, he said.
Later, India imposed

another condition which
said 90 percent of the value
of letters of credit would
have to be paid before
shipment, which
Bangladesh accepted as

well.
But that was not the last

of India's demands. The
next one stipulated that
the inspection be con-
ducted at the warehouse
and payment be made
through telegraphic trans-

fer.
"Then I spoke to the

highest level [of the Indian
government| to convey my
concerns over this propo-
sition. What if some dis-
honest traders switch
trucks after loading and
send bad quality grains?
We won't be able to do
much then.”

"The conditions were
discussed in detail and we
decided to accept them all,
fearing a political backlash
if a famine broke out. Still,

we could notget therice.”
According to Razzaque,

political tangles or internal
problems might have been
the reason behind India's
decision. "But wisdom
should prevail...for

humanity, for mankind."
His comments came at

the inaugural session of a
policy dialogue “Value

Chains for Inclusive
Development: Lessons
and Policies for South
Asia"”, organised by the
Centre for Policy Dialogue
in association with several
national, regional and
international organisa-

tions at the Brac Centre.
The minister expressed

his gratitude to Vietnam
and Thailand that sold
Bangladesh 5 lakh and 2.50
lakh tonnes of rice during

the food crisis.
"Fortunately, we could

tackle the crisis. Vietnam
and Thailand accepted the
terms and conditions we
usually practise,”

Razzaque said.
"We also got wheat from

Ukraine and they too
accepted the terms and
conditions we practise.”

Terming his experience
with India a bitter one,
Razzaque stressed the
need for “political will” and
“sincere political wishes”
for effective regional co-
operation.

"It depends on political
leadership.”

The Saarc Food Bank is
yet to become operational
despite the framework and
mode of operation being in
place, said the minister.
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