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GLOBAL WARMING
Targets getting
out of reach: UN

AFP, Paris

The gap has widened between
countries’ pledges for reducing
climate-altering greenhouse gas
emissions by 2020 and what is
needed to keep planet warming in
check, the UN warned on
Wednesday.

Based on current pledges,
global average temperatures could
rise by three to five degrees Celsius
(5.4 to 9.0 degrees Fahrenheit) this
century -- way above the two
degrees Celsius being targeted,
said a UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) report.

Urgent and decisive action
could still see the world get back on
track, but this would mean cutting
greenhouse gas emissions by 14
percent to about 44 billion tonnes
in 2020 from an estimated 50.1
billion tonnes per year now.

"The opportunity for meeting
the 44 Gt (gigatonne) target is nar-
rowing annually,” said UNEP exec-
utive director Achim Steiner --

adding the message was "one of

great alarm and concern about
whereweare".

Even if all countries adhered to
the most ambitious level of their
commitments, under the strictest
rules, the gap between what has
been pledged and what is needed
will amount to at least 8.0 billion
tonnes by 2020.

City

Britain recognises
Syria opposition

Army repels rebel attack on key base

AFP, Damascus

Britain formally
recognised a newly-
formed opposition
bloc as the sole
representative of the
Syrian people on
Tuesday, as UN head
Ban Ki-moon said
he teared Syria
could become a "regional battle-

ground.”
Meanwhile, Syrian army yester-

day repelled a rebel attack on a
military base at Sheikh Suleiman,
25 kilometres northwest of the city
of Aleppo, and killed at least 25

insurgents, awatchdog said.
Rebels seized the strategically

located Base 46 late last week. Base
46 was one of the army's last
remaining bases in the area border-
ing Turkey, which supports the
revolt against Assad.

At least 39,000 people have been
killed across Syria since the out-
break of the revolt, according to the

watchdog.
In announcing Britain's recogni-

tion of the National Coalition
formed in Doha on November 11,
Foreign Secretary William Hague

William Hague

told parliament he
took the decision
after leaders of the
bloc he met in
London assured him
that they have back-
ing inside Syria and
would respect

humanrights.
Hague said he has

asked the group to
appoint a political representative to
Britain and he announced an
increase in aid and support for the
coalition as it battles Assad's
regime.

Last week, France became the first
Western country to recognise the
coalition and on Monday the
European Union said it "considers
them legitimate representatives of
the aspirations of the Syrian people.”

Meanwhile, UN Secretary
General Ban, on a visit to Cairo,
cautioned Tuesday that on the
ground there was potential for the

contflict to spin out of control.
Ban also urged donor countries

"to generously contribute" to
humanitarian programmes inside
Syria and help Syrian neighbours
which have taken in tens ot thou-
sands of refugees.

*INTERNATIONAL

Kasab's last
wish

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New
Delhi

"Tell my Ammi’, this was
the message conveyed by
LeT terrorist Ajmal Kasab,
who was hanged yester-
day for his involvement in
Mumbai terror attack,
when he was told about
his November 21 execu-

tion, official sources said.
Nooree Lai, mother of

Kasab, was apparently the
closest person to him as
he only uttered her name
when asked about his last

wish, the sources said.
After completion of the

formalities, Home Secretary
R K Singh wrote to Foreign
Secretary Rajan Mathai to
inform Kasab's mother and
other family members who

are in Pakistan.
Accordingly, the
authorities, through the
Indian High Commission
in Islamabad, had sent a
letter to his mother
through courier yesterday,
tultilling his last desire.
The 25-year-old LeT
terrorist was hanged at
7.30 this morning in
Yerwada Jail in Pune. He
was informed on
November 12 about his
hanging, sources said.

Local politics face

FROM PAGE 20
Presenting the summary of

the report, IGS Research
Coordinator M Shahidul
[slam said democratic
deficit caused by political
bankruptcy and weak
bargaining power forced
the country to engage in
lose-win games while
dealing with external par-
ties.

The report recom-
mended reforming and
institutionalisation of
political parties, making
parliament effective and

building of national con-
sensus for democratisa-
tion and good governance.

In response to the
report, Akbar Ali Khan,
former adviser to a care-
taker government, said
time had not come yet to
bid good-bye to interna-
tional donors.

He said interest of
vested quarters was a
major barrier to establish-
ing good governance in

Bangladesh.
“Because of

politicisation in every

sphere of administration, it
has become difticult for the
administration to work
with skills and impartiality,”
said Khan, also a professor

of Brac Business School.
On corruption, he said

the institutions burdened
with little corruption can
be changed through
reform and training. But
those which were hugely
corrupted would have to
be restructured or needed

new officials at the top.
Akbar Ali Khan termed

the Anti-Corruption

Commission a hugely
corrupted government
body.

Another former adviser
to caretaker government
Hossain Zillur Rahman
said people of low quality
were getting appointed
under political consider-
ation which impeded the
establishment of good
governance in Bangladesh.

While monitoring good
governance, members of
civil society focused only
on the success of docu-
mentation, rather than

success in real terms, he
said, giving an instance
that the record of human
rights violation was alarm-
ingly high despite having
the National Human
Rights Commission.

Brac University Vice-
Chancellor Prof Ainun
Nishat, I1GS Director
Rizwan Khair, its institu-
tional adviser Manzoor
Hasan, among others,
spoke at the function also
attended by academicians,
social workers and rights
activists.

Quader Mollah is

FROM PAGE 20
On that day, Mollah told

Shushil that Dhala Mia Pir,
who was acquainted to the
Jamaat leader, asked him
to live in his house and run
a business with his elder
son at local Chouddarashi

Bazar, said the witness.
"He [Mollah] seldom

came to the village and
used to live at the house of
Pir Shaheb. When we went
to market, we used to see
him running his business
at Pir Shaheb' shop,”

Shushil added.
"Quader was running

his business and one day
the Liberation War ended.
Nine or ten months after
independence, Quader
again went to Dhaka for

higher education,” said

Shushil.
According to the

charges framed against the
accused, the Jamaat leader

"actively took part” in the
killing of at least 381
unarmed people in
Dhaka's Mirpur and
Keraniganj areas in six
separate incidents in
between March 26 and

November25in 1971.
At least three prosecu-

tion witnesses --
Shafiuddin Mollah, Amir
Hossain Mollah and Abdul
Majid Palowan -- have
testified that they saw
Quader Mollah with ritle in
his hand directly taking part

in the killings of Bangalees.
The three-member

tribunal headed by Justice
ATM Fazle Kabir with mem-
bers Justice Obaidul
Hassan and Judge M
Shahinur Islam recorded
Shushil's testimony as well
as his cross-examination
before adjourning the pro-
ceeding until November 26.

a good man

After Shushil's testi-
mony, Prosecutor
Mohammad Ali completed
his cross-examination.

Replying to a question,
Shushil said he did not get
any paper from the tribu-

nal to give his testimony.
"Son of Quader Mollah

brought me to the tribunal
[for giving testimony],”
added Shushil.

"Local BNP and Jamaat

leaders and Quader
Mollah's brother
Mainuddin compelled you
to give the false testimony
threatening you with pos-
sible change in country's
political scenario and
enticing you by money,”

suggested Mohammad Ali.
"It is not true,” replied
Shushil.

Earlier on May 28, the
tribunal framed six
charges against Mollah for
his alleged involvement in
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murders and mass killings

during the war.
Meanwhile, the defence

of war crimes accused
Delawar Hossain Sayedee
yesterday continued plac-
ing argument at the
International Crimes

Tribunal-1.
The tribunal on October

3, 2011 framed 20 specific
charges against the Jamaat
leader for allegedly com-
mitting genocide and
crimes against humanity

in1971.
According to the 18th

charge, one Bhagirathi
during the Liberation War
used to work in a camp of
the Pakistan army. One
day, after a fight with the
freedom fighters,
Bhagirathi at the instiga-
tion of Sayedee was
charged with passing
information to the free-
dom fighters and was
killed.

The prosecution listed
Bhagirathi's son Ganesh
Chandra Saha as their
witness but failed to pro-
duce him. The defence
however brought him at
the tribunal as their wit-

ness later.
In his argument,

defence counsel Mizanul
Islam said as Ganesh gave
deposition as a defence
witness, his statement to
the investigation officer
which was accepted as
evidence under section 19
(2) the of International
Crimes [Tribunal] Act,

1973 could not be valid.
He also said according

to the prosecution
Bhagirathi was dragged
out from a military jeep in
Pirojpur before she was
killed. There should be
hundreds of witnesses to
the incident. But the pros-

ecution have failed to

produce one of them,

Mizanul added.
The defence counsel

also argued on some dis-
crepancies between
Ganesh's statement before
the investigation officer

and deposition betfore the
tribunal.
Later in the afternoon,

the defence produced
documents in the war
crimes case against
Jamaat's former ameer
Ghulam Azam.

The defence yesterday
exhibited 36 documents

outofabout235.
Proceedings of both

cases were adjourned until
today.

PHOTO: AFP

An Indian sand artist gives final a touch up on his sand sculpture of Pakistan-born
Mohammed Kasab, who was the sole surviving gunman of the 2008 Mumbai attacks,
following news of his execution in Orissa yesterday. Kasab was executed to the relief
of survivors and victims' families, nearly four years after 166 people died in the

three-day rampage.

Secrecy shrouded execution

AGENCIES

Mohammad Ajmal Kasab, the lone sur-
vivor of the Pakistan-based terrorist
squad responsible for a rampage
through Mumbai that killed 166 people,
was executed in deep secrecy at Pune's
Yerwada jail sparking celebrations days
before the fourth anniversary of the
assault on Mumbai.

Kasab was hanged yesterday

morning amid great secrecy.
The hanging was kept so secret
that home minister Sushil
Kumar Shinde said that even
Prime Manmohan Singh and
UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi
didn't know aboutit, according

toTVreports.

Relatives of victims and

survivors of the Mumbai terror attack of

November, 2008 felt that justice has been
done with the hanging of Ajmal Kasab.

K Unnikrishnan, father of National
Security Guard commando K Unnikrishnan
who was killed in the Taj Hotel strike, said,
"the way in which the execution has been
done, it is a model way," reports our New

Delhicorrespondent.
Smita Salaskar, wife of slain police offi-

cial Viay Salaskar who fell victim to the
bullets of terrorists during the carnage, said
"though the execution was delayed, Kasab
was finally hanged. With this hanging,
homage has been paid to my husband.”
"All the police officers and personnel
who lost their life in the battle against the
terrorists have today been served justice,”
home minister said after Kasab was

hanged inajailin Pune.
There was celebration on the

streets of Mumbai and other
cities as news of the execution
spread, but militant groups in

Pakistan reacted angrily.
A senior commander of

Pakistan's Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT) militant group, which
India blames for the assault on
Mumbai, called Kasab a hero and said he

would inspire more attacks.
Kasab was buried inside the prison

where he was hanged, officials said. He
was quiet and seemed nervous betore the
execution, a prison guard told the NDTV
network. He prayed and asked if his family

had been informed, which they had.
Indian government said it would hand

over the body to Pakistan it asked.

SOCIAL MARKETING COMPANY

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Sealed quotations are hereby invited by Social Marketing Company
(SMC) 33, Banani C/A, Dhaka-1213 from reputed Printing and Packaging
Manufacturing Houses located at Dhaka and near Dhaka for supply of

Printing and Packaging materials.

Tender documents will be issued on cash payment of Tk. 500.00 (five
hundred) only non-refundable on all working days during office hours
(Sunday through Thursday) from 26/11/2012 to 09/12/2012. No tender
document will be issued after 09/12/2012.

Earnest money @ 1% (one percent) of the total quoted value in the form
of Pay Order/Bank Draft from any scheduled Bank of Bangladesh in
favour of Social Marketing Company must be submitted along with the
Tender documents without which the Tender shall be rejected outright.

Tenders will be received in the office of the undersigned upto 15:00 hours
on 11th December, 2012 and will be opened on the same day at 15:15
hours in presence of Bidders who may like to be present.

Social Marketing Company (SMC) reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever.

SMC

Dhaka 1213, Phone : 9821074-80, Ext: 132

Md. Luthfur Rahman
Manager, Procurement

Social Marketing Company
SMC Tower, 33, Banani C/A
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Enjoy instantly

paisa/m sec
on a recharge

of just Tk.25
or more

I

Recharge ‘Wholesale’ and talk
to more than 4 crore people countrywide

> Offer valid for all Grameenphone prepaid (Except Public Phone, BPO
and My Zone offer beneficiaries) customers = To avail the offer, type
Start On in handset message option and send it to 9999 (No SMS
charge applicable). Your registration will be confirmed in reply SMS. After
confirmation, recharge at least Tk. 25 or more to enjoy / Paisa/10 Sec.,
call rate » Recharge once to enjoy special tariff for 5 days (12 am-4 pm)
to any GP number (Including F&F, Super F&F and Community tariff) »
the remaining part of the day, subscribers will enjoy their respective
package callrate » One time registration is enough and within campaign
period, recharge at least Tk, 25 or mare as many times as you wish then
the validity of the offer will be extended accordingly from the day of
recharge > To know /7 Paisa/10 Sec. offer validity, dial *5b66"19# > After 5
day’s validity if any subscriber does not recharge for the second time,
he/she will return to the respective price plan > If subscriber avails this
offer, he/she will not be entitled to avail any other recharge offer » To
stop availing this offer, type Stop On in your handset message option
and send it to 9999 (No SMS charge applicable) » This offer can be
availed for unlimited times throughout the campaign period

> 15% VAT applicable on all charges
> For details, please visit www.grameenphone.com
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