Near constant traffic gridlock has become commonplace in Chittagong city which many blame on, among others, an increase in vehicle num-
bers, illegal parking and shops, lack of wide roads, and rickshaws plying on roads meant for motorised vehicles. The photo was taken from

Dewanhat area recently.
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Trattic jams plague Ctg city

Lack of coordination between Traffic Division, CDA blamed

MD TYMUR JAHAN CHOWDHURY, Cig

Near constant traffic gridlock is
taking severe proportions in
Chittagong city which many blame
on a lack of coordination between
Traffic Division of Chittagong
Metropolitan Police and
Chittagong Development
Authority (CDA) and their lack of
initiatives.

Intense trattic jam, especially
during the morning and evening
peak hours, causes immense sutfer-
ings to commuters every day.

The problem intensifies at such
intersections as CDA Avenue,
Agrabad, Bahaddarhat,
Mehedibagh, Saltgola, Jubilee Road,
Jamal Khan, Muradpur and Oxygen.

Sources at the Traffic Division
think the increase in the number of
vehicles, much more than the roads
can accommodate, is the main

cause behind the tailbacks.
According to Bangladesh Road

Transport Authority (BRTA),
Chittagong oftfice, around two lakh
vehicles plyin the city.

The number of public transports
is around 17,000, including over
13,000 CNG-run auto-rickshaws,
984 buses, 605 human haulers and

1,605 auto-tempos.
On an average, 36 vehicles are
registered a day, said BRTA sources.
Moreover, the number of roads

hasnotincreased in proportion with
the rapid increase in vehicle num-
bers, opine tratfic officials.

Construction works of CDA pro-
jects to widen roads take up a major
portion ot the roads and the slow
implementation pace seemingly
magnifies people’s sufferings.

These development works can be
seen on streets, from Chawkbazar to
(Gani Bakary, Dewanhat to Pahartali
and Bahaddarhat to Kalurghat.

Illlegal parking, illegal shops set
up on streets and stops by public
transports for passengers at
undesignated sections of the roads
only add to the problem, hamper-
ing the smooth movement of vehi-
cles.

Many commercial buildings,
including restaurants, private clin-
ics, educational institutions and
shopping malls at OR Nizam Raod,
CDA Avenue, Muradpur,
Chawkbazar, Sheikh Mujib Road,
Jamal Khan, Dampara, Zakir
Hossain Road, Panchlaish and
Mehedibagh have no parking
tacilities.

Theretore, residents of these
buildings and visitors who arrive
park their vehicles on the road,
blocking off alane meant for tratfic.

Traffic Division Assistant Deputy
Commissioner Tanvir Arafat said,
“Weallow only asingle lane for park-
ing in a few streets and penalise
multi-lane parking.

“We also impose fines and file
cases against owners of around 400-
450 vehicles every day for illegal
parking.

“We repeatedly issued notices to
educational institutions to provide
transport facilities for students or to
provide parking spaces but none
responded.”

On public transports stopping at
undesignated places for passengers,
Tanvir Arafat said, “We always try to
take action and file cases against
these vehicles whenever we notice
this.”

Lax monitoring by CDA means
that many building owners do not
keep parking spaces even for them-
selves, let alone for guests, said trat-
ficdivision officials.

CDA Deputy Chief Town Planner
Sarwar Uddin Ahmad said, “Many
citizens do not follow the building
plans accurately after getting

approval. Some keep a nominal
parking space and some do not

keep any space at all.

“Due to manpower shortages
and other limitations, we cannot
always monitor and take action
against the guilty.”

He also blamed the plying of a
huge number of illegal rickshaws on
roads meant for motorised vehicles
tfor the traffic congestion.

The Traffic Division and
Chittagong City Corporation
sources said around 1.5 lakh rick-
shaws are present in the city though

only 35,000 have CCClicenses.
Moreover, the Traffic Division

took a decision to ban rickshaws
from Barik Building Mor to
Bahaddarhat early this year. But it
was scrapped due to agitation by
rickshaw-pullers against the deci-

sion.
Moinul Islam, a commuter, said,

“Traffic jam is gradually increasing
in the city causing untold sutferings
to us, wasting working hours and
alsodampening our spirit.

“The authorities concerned must
take remedial measures soon other-
wise the problem would turn out to
be a big one like Dhaka is facing at
present.”

www.sub.edu.bd

City

@he Daily Star
DHAKA TUESDAY NOVEMBER 20, 2012

S

Baral river dying due to
unplanned govt structures

Two lawmakers demand capital dredging

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Unplanned structures constructed by
Bangladesh Water Development Board
(BWDB) under government projects
have narrowed down the Baral river
and blocked its water supply, alleged two
lawmakers at a press conference yester-
day.

The Baral river originates from the
confluence of the Padma river in
Charghat area of Rajshahi district and
flows through a good number of
upazilas of Rajshahi, Natore, Pabna and
Sirajganj districts.

The lawmakers -- Principal Abdul
Kuddus of Natore-4 constituency and
Sharier Alam of Rajshahi-6 constitu-
ency -- demanded that the government
conducts capital dredging on the river to

ensure the river's navigability.
Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon

(Bapa) organised the press conference
in Jatiyva Press Club in the capital
demanding removal of the structures
from the Baral river.

Save Baral Movement Convener
Gour Chandra Sarkar presided over the
programme.

The Baral river, the main feeder of
Chalan Beel, the biggest wetland in the
country's northern region, is now dry-
ing up. This is a threat to the livelihoods

of the thousands of people who inhabit
the areas surrounding the river, said the

speakers.
The speakers said engineers of

BWDB constructed a sluice gate in the
mouth of the river at Charghat in 1985,

closing the river's major source of water.
Later some other structures, includ-

ing dams and small culverts, were
erected, shrinking the river even more
and nearly changing the ecology of a vast

area adjoining the river, they said.
“The engineers of BWDB acted most

irresponsibly by killing the Baral river
in the name of development works
without considering the impacts those
might cause,” said Principal Abdul

Kuddus.
Sharier Alam said the Ministry of

Water Resources did not take any effec-
tive steps to assess the effects of the

structures, frustrating the inhabitants.
“We have to save the Baral river at

any cost,” he said.
The speakers announced to form a

220-kilometre human chain along the
river's bank, from Charghat to
Baghabari of Sirajganj, on March 14 next

year.
Bapa Secretary General Abdul Matin

and Save Baral Movement Secretary
General Mizanur Rahman also spoke at
the press conference.
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SOUTHEAST UNIVERSITY

House 64, Road 18, Block B, Banani, Dhaka-1213

Faculty Search

Southeast University is one of the fastest growing private universities in Bangladesh with
current enrollment of over 12,000 students. The University invites applications for the
following full-time faculty positions from eligible candidates:
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Ph.D. with 15 years of university teaching experience including 5 years as Associate

Undergrﬂd uate Progrﬂ ms Graduate Prﬂgrams Astronomy Olympiad - Professor | Professor. At least 10 publications in reputed journals including 5 as Associate
the VIII Asian Pacific Professor.

S b MA ﬁSthI]{‘:II‘l.ly Olympiad will A iat Ph.D with 7 years of university teaching experience including 4 years as Assistant

BBA Bachelor of Business Administration Regular Batch Applied Linguistics & ELT be participated by stu- P:ﬁ?::ﬂi Professor. At least 6 publications in reputed journals including 3 as Assistant
Executive English dents from 10 countries -- Professor.

B.Sc. Computer Science & Engineering Bangladesh, China,

Health Care Management M.Ph Tl i Pt Assistant | Ph.D with excellent academic background Or Master’s Degree with 4 years of
BA (Hons) English MPH -FNarm Master of Pharmacy lél DI_III_E_SIH'H Aok 1;5 alt]l; Professor | university teaching experience and at least 4 publications in reputed journals.
‘ _ irghizia, Russia, Sou
B.Sc. Food Engineering & Technology Friday MS Environmental Science Korea, India, Malaysia and Master’s Degree in relevant discipline with minimum GPA 4.00 on a 5.00 point
& Raaulat Batch Friday United Arab Emirates. scale in SSC & HSC/ O & A levels and CGPA 3.5 on a 4.00 point scale at Tertiary
LL.B. (Hons) Bachelor of Laws J & Regular Batch This year 10 students Lecturer | levels or First Class/Division in all public exams. Candidates with Foreign degree

will get preference.

M.Sc. Food Engineering & Technology are representing

Bangladesh in the contest

B.Pharm Bachelor of Pharmacy

SENIOR FACULTY Academic results in Tertiary level may be relaxed for candidates in English & Law.

Prof. Dr. Iftekhar Ghani Chowdhury

Business

Prof. Dr. Nurur Rahman
Business

Prof. Mamtaz Uddin Ahmed

Business

Prof. Dr. Matiur Rahman
Business

Prof. Dr. M. A. Jalil

Business

Bijoy Campus
138 Kalabagan, Mirpur Road, Dhaka

Phone: 8151781-5
Cell: 01682 244 120, 01944 722 560

Prof. Dr. Md. Abdur Rashid

Pharmacy

Prof. Rebecca Banoo
Pharmacy

Prof. Dr. M. Shahjahan
MPH

Prof. Dr. Harun-Ar-Rashid
MPH

Dr. Nawzia Yasmin
MPH

HOTLINE : 9128329
Fax : 88-02-8123296
E-mail : info@sub edu bd
Web: www.sub.edu.bd

Prof. A. A. K. M, Lutfuzzaman

Computer Science & Engineering
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in Cox's Bazar, said the
organisers at a press con-
ference in the capital's
Russian Cultural Centre
yesterday.

The Bangladesh
Astronomy Olympiad
National Committee,
under the auspices of the
Bangladesh Astronomical
Society, and Cultural
Department and Embassy
of the Russian Federation
in Bangladesh are the
joint organisers.

® Southeast University offers attractive compensation package including two festival bonuses
(each equal to basic salary), Contributory P.F, gratuity, leave encashment and other fringe

benefits based on eligibility.

® Study leave is available for higher studies (eligible candidates may obtain admission in
MPhil/Ph.D. from the universities having collaboration with Southeast university).

® Professor with relevant academic background and experience may be appointed as Dean,

School of Science & Engineering.

® 2 to 4 years” contractual appointments are also available.

® Only shortlisted candidates will be called for interview. The above conditions may be
relaxed for exceptionally qualified candidates otherwise.

@ A detailed CV with two referees, cover letter, copies of certificates & mark sheets and two
copies of photographs should be sent to “The Registrar™ of the University at the above
address on or before 29 November 2012.




