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Myanmar needs reform
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warily eyes a rising
China.

Today, he becomes
the first sitting US presi-
dent to wvisit formerly
isolated Myanmar. He is
expected to raise the
issue of ethnic tensions,
when he meets
Myanmarese President
Thein Sein, reports
Reuters.

"In addition to the
democratic reforms,
we've been concerned
about the continued
ethnic conflicts in
Burma,” Ben Rhodes,
deputy national security
adviser, told reporters
accompanying Obama

aboard Air Force One.
Then, in a stark illus-

tration of how far
Mvyanmar has come, the

US leader will stand
side-by-side with
democracy icon Aung
San Suu Kyi at the
lakeside villa where his
fellow Nobel laureate
languished for years
under house arrest.
Speaking in Thailand
on the eve of the visit,
Obama said his land-
mark visit to Myanmar is
an acknowledgement of
the democratic transi-
tion underway but not
an endorsement of the
country's government.
Obama's words were
aimed at countering
critics who say his trip to
the country also known
as Burma is premature.
The president says his
goal in visiting Myanmar
is to highlight the steps
the Asian nation still

needs to take. He says he
also wants to congratu-
late the people of
Myanmar for having
"opened the door" to
being a country that
respects human rights and
political freedom.

"President Thein Sein
is taking steps that move
us in a better direction,”
he told a press confer-
ence. "But I don't think
anybody's under any
illusion that Burma's
arrived," he added.

After a 19-hour jour-
ney from Washington,
Obama first paid hom-
age to Thailand's
ancient history with a
private tour of the Wat
Pho temple which is
famed for a huge, golden

statue of a reclining
Buddha.

City

"What a peaceful
place,” US Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton
told the president, who
remarked that they were
having a "treat” because
the normally crowded
tourist attraction had
been cleared for their
visit.

Then Obama called at
Siriraj hospital in
Bangkok for an audience
with revered King
Bhumibol Adulyadej,
seen as a symbol of con-
tinuity for a kingdom
with a turbulent politi-

cal past.
Obama and Clinton

greeted and shook
hands with the frail mon-
arch, who turns 85 next
month.

After talks with Thai
Prime Minister Yingluck

Build awareness to fight AIDS
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silence which is decisive to

remove the sense of social
stigma about the infection
and arrest transmission of
the deadly disease, they
observed.

Doctors, development
partners, NGO activists and
government officials took
part in the discussion styled
“Role of media in HIV pre-
vention in Bangladesh”. The
Daily Star and UNFPA
jointly organised the dis-
cussion at The Daily Star
Centre in Dhaka.

Addressing the
roundtable, UNFPA
Country Representative in
Bangladesh Arthur Erken
called for collaboration
between HIV/AIDS preven-
tion and service providers,
and the media to dissemi-
nate information among
people.

Emphasising capacity

building of the media,
Arthur Erken, who moder-
ated the discussion, said
more human interest sto-
ries should be run on the

issue.
UNAIDS Country

Coordinator in Bangladesh
Leo Kenny said the media
should run more investiga-
tive stories on the expendi-
ture of fund provided by the
development partners to

fight HIV/AIDS.
Popular faces and

famous people should be
involved in the awareness

campaigns to help contain

the disease, he added.
The Daily Star Editor and

Publisher Mahfuz Anam
stressed gathering of
knowledge and experience
from Africa, Europe, the US
and other countries on how
the media there had han-
dled the issue over the last
few years.

He also emphasised
bringing regional and inter-
national experts for gaining
knowledge.

BBC Bangla Service
Editor Sabir Mustafa said
the media should run sto-
ries to educate people, but
itshould notbe apartofany
project with development
partners as it might raise
questions about the credi-
bility of the initiative.

He added that all the
stories to be chosen for
newspapers should be

newsworthy.
Associate Editor of the

Prothom Alo Abdul
Quayum said the campaign
for disseminating informa-
tion on HIV/AIDS should
be strengthened keeping
special focus on the expa-
triate Bangladeshi workers.
Khandaker Ezazul
Haque, HIV focal point of
UNFPA, Bangladesh, said
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the media should play a
supportive role to create a
congenial atmosphere so
that people can discuss

openly about the disease.
He said messages should

be published in such attrac-
tive ways that they could
draw people's attention.
Zeenat Sultana, deputy
director of Bangladesh
Centre for Communication
Programme (BCCP), said
messages like there is a link
between early marriage
and HIV infection should

be focused in media.
MS Mukti, executive

director of Mukto Akash
Bangladesh, urged media
policymakers to bring out
supplementary issues or
programmes on HIV/AIDS
on a weekly or monthly
basis.

Habiba Akhter, execu-
tive director of Ashar Alo
Society, said information
like where an infected can
get service, test facility and
information about the
disease should also be
covered by the media.

Project Coordinator of
Family Planning
Association of Bangladesh
Hasina Shipra said detailed
information, not just a line
or so, and messages should

be published in the media.
ABM Kamrul Ahsan, HIV

and AIDS specialist of UN
office on Drugs and Crime
in Bangladesh, said it
should be also taken care of
that correct and complete
information is dissemi-
nated.

Kazi Ali Reza, officer-in
charge of United Nations
Information Centre
(UNIC), said it was impor-
tant that the people were
told how they can remain
safe from the disease.

Md Enamul Haque,
national consultant-
HIV/AIDS of World Health
Organisation, Bangladesh
Country office, said there
were many hidden cases of
HIV infection 1in
Bangladesh. If these cases
are not identified, it is not
possible to bring down the
infection rate to zero.

Brig Gen Shahedul
Anam Khan ndc, psc (retd),
editor of Op-Ed and
Strategic Affairs of The
Daily Star, delivered wel-
come speech at the
roundtable.

Samir K Howlader,
national programme offi-
cer of International
Organisation for Migration,
Bangladesh oftice; Akhtar
Jahan Shilpy, technical
specialist of National AIDS/
STD programme of the
government; Syed Kamrul
Hasan, coordinator of
Bangladesh NGOs Network
for Radio and
Communication, Arunthia
Zaidi Urmi, manager
(counselling and training-
HIV/ AIDS unit) of
ICDDR,B; ASM Rahmat
Ullah Bhuiyan, programme
manager (project-DIVA) of
Bandhu Social Welfare
Society, Tahmidul Islam
and Moumita Datta Gupta,
members of UNFPA Youth
Forum spoke at the discus-
sion, among others.

Shinawatra focusing on
trade, regional politics,
counter-narcotics issues
and terrorism, Obama
held a joint press confer-

ence with her.
His visit to Asia comes

just 12 days after he won
re-election. The Hawaii-
born US president is
making his fifth ofticial
visit to the region, where
he spent four years as a
boy in Indonesia, and is
diving back into foreign
policy after a year spent on
the campaign trail.

The stop in Myanmar
will be rich in symbol-
ism, not least when he
gives a speech at Yangon
University, where restive
students stoked revolt
repeatedly over f{five
decades of military rule.

The White House
hopes Obama’'s visit to
Myanmar will boost
Thein Sein's reform
drive, which saw Suu Kyi
enter parliament after
her rivals in the junta
made way for a nomi-
nally civilian govern-

*NEWS

ment -- albeit in a system
still stacked heavily in
favour of the military.

The US, however,
continues to call for the
release of scores of polit-
ical prisoners still in
Myanmar's jails, as well
as an end to sectarian
bloodshed between
Buddhists and Rohingya

Muslims in western
Rakhinestate.
Today, Obama will

also fly to Cambodia,
and a likely tense
encounter over human

rights with Prime
Minister Hun Sen, ahead
of the East Asia Summit,
the main institutional
focus of his pivot of US
foreign policy to the
region.

On the Asean sum-
mit's sidelines, Obama
will meet China's outgo-
ing premier Wen Jiabao
and Prime Minister
Yoshihiko Noda of
Japan, whose relations
with Beijing have frayed
because of rival territo-
rial claims.

As Obama goes to Yangon
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two very important reali-

ties. The first is that the
visit is the first ever to the
country by an American
president (Vice President
Richard Nixon visited
Myanmar, then known as
Burma, in 1953). The sec-
ond is that the Obama trip
comes at arather dramatic
moment in Myanmar's
history, considering the
way it has been opening up
to the outside world in the
light of Aung San Suu Kyi's
emergence into freedom

after years of internment.
The US leader has been

visiting Thailand before
he goes on to Myanmar,
after which he will be
moving on to Cambodia.
Obviously, the Obama
administration is now
ready to reconfigure its
relations with the coun-
tries of the region in ways
that can benefit all.
Besides, the United States
remains at this point a
pivotal area in geopolitics
that no nation can attord to

ignore.
In Bangladesh, where

the only American presi-
dent to have visited the
country remains Bill
Clinton, interest in
Obama and his policies
have been of an intense

nature. The re-elected
leader of the United States
has always been regarded
by Bangladeshis as a
friend. And since his elec-
tion as president in 2008,
his administration has
been greatly involved in
ensuring a continuation
and consolidation of demo-

craticorderin Bangladesh.
High level US officials

have on a number of occa-
sions visited Dhaka and
reassured Bangladeshis
about Washington's com-
mitment to democratic
expansion in Bangladesh.
US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton's visit to
Dhaka last year high-
lighted the significance
Bangladesh happens to
hold in American foreign
policy.

Given such US interest
in the growth and suste-
nance of democracy in
Bangladesh, it would have
made sense for Obama to
include Dhaka on his
itinerary. His trip would
have enormously helped
in an expansion of trade
and political ties between

the two nations.
We understand he was

first invited to visit
Bangladesh by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in
2009. The invitation was

renewed last year. The
question, though, is
whether the invitation, in
both instances, was made
informally or whether
official communication
was made with the US
authorities regarding a
possible visit to Dhaka by
President Obama. In other
words, one wonders if the
invitation was followed
through on a more formal
and diplomatic level by the
Bangladesh foreign office.
Our foreign policy manda-
rins ought to have been
somewhat more proactive

in pursuing the matter.
The US administration

remains aware of the ten-
sions that have marked
Bangladesh-Myanmar
ties over the Rohingya
issue. The fact that even
Ms Suu Kyi has sought to
give out the impression
that there is an influx of
people from Bangladesh
into Myanmar (!) rather
than the other way round
is disappointing, if not
exactly alarming. The
Rohingya issue certainly
affects Bangladesh
directly. By extension, it
attects everyone who has a

sense of morality.
Even so, the good bit

about Dhaka-Yangon ties
in recent times is the

international arbitration
in the maritime boundary
dispute between the two
countries, with results
that went in favour of
Bangladesh. That
Myanmar accepted the
decision in good grace is,
we would like to think, a
sign of its willingness to
pave a fresh new diplo-

matic path to the future.
The Obama visit to

Yangon should be
regarded as a positive
move on America's part.
And yet there is a wary
China, a longtime
Myanmar ally, out there,
which is a hint of how
carefully Washington
needs to warm up to
Yangon. With Beijing as a
rising economic power, it
should be for Washington
to engage it in constructive

economic competition.
Nothing ought to be

done or be seen to be done
that could hint at a new
form of superpower
rivalry in the region. Old-
fashioned zones of influ-
ence are to be discour-
aged, for if they are not,
they could have a negative
effect on countries like
Bangladesh. That would
be dreadful.

~

e e

s‘f VYacanc

y Announcement

B S e,

01. Director Finance
02.
03. Finance Officer

04. Accounts Officer

05. Programme Officer
06.
07.
08.

Hydro-geologist

Director Programme

Procurement Specialist 14.

Documentation Ofhicer (Consultant) 15.

09.

The Hygiene Sanitation and Water Supply (HYSAWA) is an autonomous financial institution under the
Companies Act, 1994, It has been financing eligible and applying Local Government Institutions to
implement Hygiene, Sanitation and Water Supply projects. HY SAWA 1nvites applications for the following
positions particularly from female candidates:
District Project Officer (Consultant)

10. Dastrict Capacity Development Officer (Consultant)
1. District Finance Monitoring Officer (Consultant)

12. Upazila Engineer (Consultant)

13. Upazila WASH Officer (Consultant)

Program, Partnership and Resource

Development Specialist (Consultant)

Web-based Automation Specialist (Consultant)

For details of job descriptions and online application, please visit our website: http://www.hysawa.org/job.
Only online application should be submitted no later than 03 December 2012.
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JOB OPPORTUNITY IN A MANAGEMENT POSITION

Committee.
situations.

culture of efficiency.

hospital.

This is a senior level position to:

e Oversee hospital renovation and construction (including electrical, air conditioning, civil works,
planning etc.) as per agreed timeline and conforming to the budget approved by Management

Ispahani Islamia Eye Institute & Hospital, the oldest and largest referral eye hospital in the country,
invites applications for the post of CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER.

Requirement: Candidates should have at least a Masters in Civil/Electrical Engineering. An MBA
majoring in Finance from IBA/NSU will be an asset. Should also have 8+ years of progressively
professional experience in Civil-Electrical-Mechanical Engineering projects at the level of Project
Manager. Financial background and experience will be an asset. Experience of hospital development
will be an added advantage. Experience should include leadership experience, process reengineering,
customer relations, management of middle managers etc.

e Be a part of the leadership team to advise, propose and decide solutions to existing and future
¢ Demonstrate, develop and supervise an Administration team to implement projects and develop a

e Lead, guide and manage the IT team to support them developing the IT infrastructure of the hospital.
e Lead and manage the Maintenance team of the hospital to ensure regular periodic maintenance of

the medical and non-medical equipment of the hospital.
e Ensure smooth process-based operations in all departments (including specialties' clinics) of the

e [Lead and supervise Accounts Department to implement proper accounting system and scheduled
standard management reporting of financials to the management team conforming to IAS standard.

e Ensure process-based operations in the Stores department.

e Candidates who had applied earlier need not apply again.

Interested candidates are requested to send their complete CV, copies of certificates and testimonials
and two passport-size photographs by 30 November 2012 to:

@

Director (Human Resources)

Ispahani Islamia Eye Institute & Hospital
% Farmgate, Dhaka-1215

- Tel: 9119315 & 8112856

E-mail: hr ieh@islamia.org.bd




