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Living Alone

Arundhathi Subramaniam
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Zafar Igbal charmed audi-
ences with his views on science

came to an end with Tagore's

dance-drama “Shapmochon”
and the soulful ballads of

The Space between Adventure and Anchorage

end evening, than at Dhanmondi's
Robindro Shorobor -- ready to
groove with the Hay Dhaka
Musicfest, part of the Hay Festival

arena, curiously watching the beau-
tiful candles and paper lamps,
anticipating some good music.

The first to take the stage was an
ensemble of dhuli -- in bright red
attire and waving their long hair,
just to warm up the atmosphere. As
the beats echoed through the
amphitheater, more people joined
in. Next on stage was Nobonita
Chowdhury, who performed a
Hason Raja song and a Rabindra
Sangeet, before Labik Kamal
Gourab (from the band Ajob) joined
her. Labik moved the crowd with his
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For the Love of Cricket

ZULQUARNAIN ISLAM
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It seemed somehow appropriate that
any discussion on cricket should
start at the figurative crack of dawn.
And although 'play was delayed' by
some malfunctioning floodlights at
the Bangla Academy, the collective
intellect of the lovely Kamila
Shamsie, the uber cool Shehan
Karunatikala and the affable
Khademul Islam made for a thor-
oughly enjoyable discussion on
cricket and how it dominates the
South Asian psyche.

Moderated by Sandip Roy, the ses-
sion covered topics as diverse as
cricket history, sexism and cricketer
politicians. In between, the three dis-
cussants served up interesting dis-
course on the wanton demand of T20
cricket, the place of test cricket in
today's breakneck world and the res-
urrection of the Author's Cricket Club.

Shamsie spoke of the thrill at
middling the first ball she ever faced
in a classic back-foot defence, and
the despair at having been bowled
the very next ball. She also spoke of
the feeling of having been the sole

SUSHMITA S PREETHA
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Six aspiring poets, three random phrases chosen by
the audience, 12 minutes to compose an original
work and a totally impressive outcome -- that's

When Poetry leaves the Page

Azad, the facilitator of the event, delighted the

audience with recitals of her own poems.
The participants divided themselves into two

groups, and went head to head against each other,
vying for the audience's claps. It was, after all, the

th
of Sultana's Dream

eatrical reading

DRAMA SERIAL

ATN BANGLA

09:20pm
10:55pm

D
Scandal

CHANMEL |

07:50pm
ETV

09:30pm
Boishak
03:00pm

Moorjahan

Tattu Ghora
hi TV

Boro Barir Chhoto Bou

BANGLAVISION

0%:05pm

Long March

nty

(8:15pm

Rtv

09:05pm
Desh TV
07:45pm

Oghoton Ghoton
Potiyoshi

Oloshpur

Saatkahon

Maasranga Television

08:00pm

Sat Sawdagor

CHANNEL 24

9:30pm

Jadur Shahar

(From right) Shehan Karunatikala, Kamila Shamsie and Khademul Islam profess their love for the sport.

member of a men's team up against
an all-women team in cricket. “The
players had a hard time figuring out
whether it would be sexist to sledge
or sexist to not sledge,” she said.
Karunatikala spoke of how the Sri
Lankans at the end of their thirty-
year war had gotten their priorities
straight by reallocating most of the
excess budget, not to education or
health, but in the building of two

brand new cricket stadiums. He also
spoke of how in his book, the protag-
onist weaves an elaborate (and
mostly hogwash) theory of how
cricket nations pay for their sins out
on the field. The colonial English fail
at every game they invent, the South
Africans choke because of their
apartheid past and the West Indians
were blessed with talent to compen-
sate for the years of slavery they

suffered.

Khademul Islam spoke of how he
has embarked on a quest similar to
the Chinaman's protagonist to
locate the first Bangladeshi Muslim
player. His luck, unfortunately, has
been slightly less forthcoming.

All in all, it was an hour well spent
in the company of literary giants
talking about a sport most
Bangladeshis innately relate to.
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what characterised the bilingual poetry slam
arranged by British Council on the concluding day
(yvesterday) of the Hay Festival Dhaka.

The event featured the “Cascading Poets” in a
series of battles and responses between each other
live onstage. Rifat Islam Esha, Ripon Parbez,
Humaira Noor, Quamrul Hassan, David Shool and
Zarin Rafiuddin -- the fearless participants of the
show -- were asked to compose a poem from
scratch incorporating phrases suggested by an
eager audience: 'revealing what goes on behind
closed doors', 'ghor ke jete chai -- I want to go
home' and 'purple’.

The “Cascading Poets” consists of 10 upcoming
poets who seek to explore new approaches to
understanding and writing poetry. With the assis-
tance of British Council and British poet-
comedian, Ross Sutherland, the group has been
working to develop interactive forms of poetry that

challenges the poet-audience duality.
The event was organised to pay homage to

'Kobir Lorai', a traditional art form of Bengal where
rival village poets challenge each other in a duel to
claim poetic supremacy.

As the participants locked themselves into soli-
tary confinement to compose their pieces, Eeshita

loudness of the claps that would determine the
winner. There was no lack of enthusiasm on the
audience's part as it not only clapped but also
whistled and heckled as the poets bared their wits

on stage.
The quality of the poetry, written within the

short span of time, was surprisingly fresh and
inspiring. It's not an easy task to produce some-
thing spectacular on the spot, but it seemed as if
the challenge actually served as a motivation rather

than a hindrance to the poets.
The group also introduced its website to the

audience -- kobita-cascade.tumblr.com. The
tagline of the project is 'Please Steal from Us', and
encourages open sharing of information, art and

expressions.
“Everything good in this world is a copy of some-

thing,” explained Eeshita. “We all influence each

other.”
The group started with a root poem “Ami Ekti

Kobor Khurchi” by Rafiq Azad. The poets took
words, phrases or lines from the poem and wrote
their own poems inspired by them. Each of the
poems on the website, in turn, can be taken as

inspiration by others for creating more art.
In the end, the teams tied with each other.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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As part of the Hay Festival Dhaka, a group
of young and amateur performers staged a
theatrical adaptation of Begum Roquia
Sakhawat Hussain's literary work “Sultana's
Dream”. The short play was staged at the
corridor of Burdwan House, Bangla
Academy on November 16.

Directed and designed by Naila Azad
Nupur, the play featured more of reading
out than dramatic performance. Part of the
corridor was covered by transparent veils,
to depict the purdah tradition of that
period. The aim was to symbolically portray
women encaged in social customs.

This classic, written in 1905, was consid-
ered groundbreaking it its time and is one
of the first examples of feminist science
fiction in Bangla.

It depicts a feminist utopia where women
run everything and men are secluded. The
women challenge the men to invent new
technologies. They are aided by technology
that enables labourless farming and fuels
flying cars. The female scientists have dis-
covered how to use solar power and can

The play was directed and designed by Naila Azad Nupur. PHOTO: JAMIL MAHMUD

control the weather.

Violence is eliminated, since men were
responsible for all of it. The workday is only two
hours long, since men used to waste six hours

each day. Men are placed in women's position
so that they experience the repression.

The cast included Ulfat Quddus, Rumana
Habib, Imtiaz Kibria and Amer Habib.
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