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Tino saves best for last
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up those empty seats

reportedly buying a 20 taka
gallery ticket for a whop-
ping 300 taka from the
ticket touts. Others sat in
front of TV sets or tuned in
to a radio with great expec-
tations.

But Best doused all those
positive emotions emanat-
ing from every nook and
corner of the country with a
hostile spell of 12.3-2-24-5
that saw Bangladesh's
second innings crumble to
167 all out inside the first
hour of the final session.

Tino did what he is
known to do best -- came
on hard and bowled as
much short stuff as possi-
ble targeting the bats-
man's body. The ploy was
to scare them out and the
top two Bangladesh bats-

men -- out-of-sorts opener
Junaed Siddiqui (20) and
Shahriar Nafees (23) --
easily fell into the trap after
surviving the early

onslaught.
Bangladesh's second

innings never took off
after flamboyant opener
Tamim Igbal injudi-
ciously slashed a delivery
from Ravi Pampaul and
was caught behind the
wicket for 5. And if it was
the first blow in the heart
of Bangladesh batting
then Best's peach of a
delivery to Shakib Al
Hasan (2), that took off
after hitting the deck
before kissing the bat en
route to the West Indies
wicketkeeper, effectively
dashed Bangladesh's
chances of climbing a
mountain on a respon-

sive fifth day wicket.
Best also had
Bangladesh captain
Mushfigur Rahim with a
furious and full delivery
that rattled the little right-
hander's front leg before

the bat.
Best, with a menacing

look, also roughed up
Tigers' vice-captain
Mahmudullah Riyad, who
took three painful blows on
the body, betore cleaning
him up and the
Bangladesh innings in the

55th over.
The 77-run defeat

against West Indies may be
another disappointment
for Bangladesh at Mirpur
where ICC president Sir
Alan Isaac was in atten-
dance, but it was a fasci-
nating five days to behold
for many areason.

It was a true roller-
coaster from the very first
ball that was hit for a six.
Chris Gayle, who hit that six
only to become the first
batsman to have ever done
it in Test history, and
Marlon Samuels, another
exciting batting exponent,
might not have come to the
party, yvet West Indies
scored a massive 527-4

declared in the first innings.
Not many people

believed Bangladesh
would respond magnitfi-
cently and score 556,
their highest ever
innings surpassing 488.
Bangladesh also claimed
ten West Indies wickets
in the second innings
and that too not many
had imagined. The Tigers
have also thrown Shohag
Gazi into the deep and

the debutant off-spinner
performed magnificently
claiming three wickets in
the first innings and
adding six in the second
to leave the match wide
open on the fifth and
final day.

They only failed to
dispel the fear of a sec-
ond innings collapse
which has been the case
over the years and the
latest one deeply wounds
the loyal Tigers fans
despite the fact that it
was a tough job for some-
body fighting on a weary
fifth day pitch.

Bangladesh will get
another chance to redeem
their reputation in the
second and final Test that
starts at the Sheikh Abu
Naser Stadium in Khulna
in four days' time.

Mercy president’
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clemency an extraordinary

power, which should not
be used arbitrarily. They
said there was no guideline
for exercising the power
which had left a scope for

abusing the authority.
“Neither the constitu-

tion nor the law has con-
terred the power to the
president to refuse or mod-
ify a clemency proposal by
the government,” said
advocate Shahdeen Malik,
adding that the president,
as per the constitution, can
only exercise his power in
appointing the PM and the

chiefjustice.
He said the granting of

mercy had been incorpo-
rated in the constitution
considering two aspects --
humanitarian grounds

and wrong judgment.
“If there is a judgment,

in which a person has been
wrongly convicted and
sentenced to death, and if
that is proved five to 10
years after the conviction
and if the president is sure
about the wrong judg-
ment, the person can be
cranted clemency,”
Shahdeen Malik told The

Daily Star on Thursday.
Asked it the power is
being abused or used indis-

criminately in the recent
years, he said, “If most of the
applications are not pend-
ing tor many years, pardon-
ing so many people in a year
will probably amount to
wrong use of power. This is
common sense.”

He said every country
had a guideline for using

the power, but not here.
The lawyer said the

guideline should include
opinion of the victim of a
crime, for which a person
was convicted and pun-
ished. "Moreover, there
must be consideration on
humanitarian grounds,
such as if the convict is
suffering from severe ill-
ness like cancer.”

Adilur Rahman Khan,
secretary of human rights
body Odhikar, said the
victims would be denied
justice if the perpetrators
were granted mercy
through an administrative
mechanism, going above

therule oflaw.
“It is very dangerous if

any convict is pardoned on
political consideration,”
he told BEC Bangla Service
Thursday referring to the
clemency granted to an
Awami League leader’'s son
in Laxmipur.

Law Minister Shafique
Ahmed, however, denied
that the granting of clem-
ency was on political con-
sideration. He told the BBC
Bangla Service that the
mercy was given following
some criteria.

Yesterday, emerging
from a workshop at Hotel
Ruposhi Bangla, the law
minister said there was no
scope for making the pres-
ident's jurisdiction ques-
tionable and such author-
ity of the president must
be kept above all contro-
Versy.

The president had the
power to pardon any con-
vict, and he [president] had
granted mercy of his own

conscience and wisdom,

he added.
However, Chairman of

National Human Rights
Commission Prof Mizanur
Rahman believes granting
of clemency to death sen-
tence awardees will
encourage more crimes in
the society.

“The president's power
to grant any convict mercy
should be exercised wisely
and ethically,” he said while
speaking as chief guest at a
roundtable styled "Child
abduction, killing --

demanding ransom: Where
is the end” organised by the
daily Prothom Alo at its

oftfice yesterday.
Referring to the presi-

dential clemency granted
between 2009 and 2011 to
21 persons, who had been
sentenced to death in
ditferent cases, the human
rights chietf said, “Thereis a
question in people's mind
that whether we have
strictly maintained our
ethicsinall these cases.”
Twenty-five convicts
were granted clemency in
the country since the inde-
pendence. Of them, one
was granted mercy in 1986,
two during the last BNP-
Jamaat rule in 2005, one in
2008 during the tenure ot
caretaker government and
the rest during the Awami
League tenure between
2009 and 2011, Home
Minister MK Alamgir told
this to parliament on

Wednesday.
The last presidential

clemency that was
oranted to Biplob, son of
AL leader and Mayor of
Laxmipur municipality
Abu Taher, touched off
huge criticism across the
country. A convicted killer
Biplob was pardoned in

s, responsibility PM's

July last year.

In 2010, the president
also pardoned 20 death
row convicts in a case filed
in connection with the
killing of Natore Jubo Dal
leader Sabbir Ahmed
(Gama.

In 2005, the then presi-
dent granted mercy to
double murder convict
Mohiuddin Zintu. This act
too drew huge flak.

The High Court in April
this year, while delivering a
verdict in a case challeng-
ing presidential clemency
to a convicted fugitive,
observed, “It would be a
misuse of power and an
arbitrary decision from the
viewpoint of the rule of law
it the president pardons a
convicted fugitive.”

Citing examples of vari-
ous cases, the HC also said
it had the jurisdiction to
examine whether the pres-
ident had misused his
constitutional power.

In a written judgment in
May, the HC said the pow-
ers of the president and the
government to pardon,
suspend or remit sen-
tences of any convict
should be exercised fairly
and on unbiased relevant
principles.

Myanmar to look at Rohingya rights
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reports Associated press.

The persecution of
Rohingyas also affects
Bangladesh. Whenever
communal violence breaks
out in Myanmar, the
minorities intrude into
Bangladesh through
Teknat bordering area.

Bangladesh accommo-
dates around 29,000 regis-
tered Rohingya refugees,
although ditferent esti-
mates suggest the number
of the Myanmarese minor-
ities unofficially living in
and around Cox's Bazar

ranges between 2.5 and 5

lakh.
Yesterday, the world's

top Islamic body called tor
the international commu-
nity to protect Muslims in
Myanmar's unrest-hit
Rakhine state from "geno-
cide".

"We expect the United
States to convey a strong
message to the govern-
ment of Burma so they
protect that minority, what
is going on there is geno-
cide,” said Djibouti's
Foreign Minister
Mahmoud Ali Youssout,
who is the acting chairman
of the Organisation of

[slamic Cooperation.
"We are telling things

how they are, we believe
that the United States and
other... countries... should
act quickly to save that
minority which is submit-
ted to an oppressive policy
and a genocide,” he said at
the end of an OIC foreign

ministers’

Djibouti.
OIC Secretary General

Ekmeleddin Thsanoglu of
Turkey also urged a stop to
what he called "ethnic
cleansing” of the
Rohingya, considered
among the most perse-
cuted groups in the world

by the United Nations.
"We would like the

international community
to act immediately to stop
the ethnic cleansing,” he

said.
The 57-member OIC

decided at an August sum-
mit in Mecca to take the
issue before the UN

General Assembly, writes

AFP
Obama tomorrow will

become the first sitting US
president to visit
Myanmar in a short but
hugely symbolic trip that
he hopes will spur greater
reform in the once iso-
lated country and high-
light a rare success for his
policy of engaging pariah
regimes.

Ahead of the visit, Thein
Sein said yvesterday that the
communal unrest was
hampering the country's
reforms and causing it "to
lose tace® on the world
stage.

In October, he blocked
the OIC from opening an
office in the country, fol-
lowing rallies against the
organisation's efforts to

help Rakhine's Muslims.
In his letter to the UN,

Thein Sein made no prom-

meeting in

ises and offered no
timeline for resolving the
tensions, but it marked an
overture to the interna-
tional community and to

Obama.
The White House has

urged Myanmar to take
urgent action to end the
strife and has said Obama
will press the matter with
Thein Sein, along with
demands to free political
prisoners as the Southeast
Asian country transitions
to democracy after a half-

century of military rule.
Thein Sein in his letter

said his government was
prepared to address con-
tentious issues 'ranging
from resettlement of dis-
placed populations to
granting of citizenship,”
according to a statement
from the spokesperson tor
UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon that con-
tained excerpts from the

letter.
He said he also would

look at issues including
work permits and permits
granting freedom of move-
ment for the Rohingya to
ensure they are treated in
line with "accepted inter-
nationalnorms."

The UN statement
called Thein Sein's letter a
step "In the right direc-
tion."

It was not clear from his
letter whether Thein Sein
was changing his stance on
citizenship for the
Rohingya. He has previ-
ously cited strict citizen-

ship laws stating that only
Rohingya whose families
settled in the country
betore independence from
Britain in 1948 were con-

sidered citizens.
Meanwhile, Civil society

activists in New Delhi have
protested against what
theysaid Myanmar's oppo-
sition leader Aung San Suu
Kyi's unwillingness to
acknowledge Rohingya
Muslims' plight in her
homeland.

The protesting groups,
including the Association
for Protection of Civil
Rights and the Democratic
Students' Union, on Friday
issued a statement, in
which they disapproved
Suu Kyi's continuous
silence and ambivalent
attitude towards the vio-
lence against "a section of
her compatriots known as

Rohingyas.”
Suu Kyi, who is now on

a visit to India, told NDTV
in an interview on
Thursday that both sides
were responsible for the
ethnic violence in the
Rakhine province and she
did not want to take sides
because she wanted to
promote national recon-
ciliation.

"The political position
[on the issue] of Suu Kyi,
the daughter ot respected
General Aung San who
stood for democracy,
peace and minority rights
in Burma, is highly con-
demnable in all respects,”

the statement says.

'Its a complete hypoc-
risy that Aung San Suu Kyi
doesn't stand by the vic-
tims of the ethnic cleans-
ing in Burma [Myanmar],
but wants India to stand by
her cause,” it adds.

The activists on Friday
were agitating outside a
leading women's college in
the capital of India.

Suu Kyi had discredited
the plight of Rohingyas by
describing the situation in
Myanmar as a mere issue
of law and order, they said,
adding her fight for
democracy would remain
incomplete until she spoke

against the persecution of

such minorities in her own
country.

The protesters were
detained for a brief period
at Greater Kailash Police

Station before being freed.
The United Nations has

called the Rohingya -- who
are widely reviled by the
Buddhist majority in
Myanmar -- among the
most persecuted people
on Earth.

Myanmar denies the
Rohingya citizenship, even
though many of their fami-
lies have lived in Myanmar

for generations.
The UN estimates that

600,000 Rohingya live in
Myanmar, where they face
heavy-handed restrictions:
They need permission to
marry, have more than two
children and travel outside
of theirvillages.

Natis declined
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officials in Washington

wanted to meet Nafis
immediately after the

arrest.
The US authority told

the ofticials that Natis had
refused to see them. They
wanted to hear the refusal
from his mouth but got no
reply from the US side, he

added.
A US District Court

agrand jury in New York on
Thursday charged Natfis
with trying to use a bomb
as a weapon of mass
destruction and trying to
provide explosives and
communications equip-

mentto al Qaeda terrorists.
Yesterday, US ambassa-

dor to Dhaka Dan W
Mozenareplying to queries
at Savar CRP yesterday said
the situation with Nafis
was known to him. The
youth was offered consular
access immediately, but
for reasons of his own, he
demurred, BECreports.

Contacted, Ahsanullah
said he does not believe
Nafis had refused diplo-

matic assistance.

He said none from the
government side has con-
tacted him yet. As he went
to the foreign ministry
about 10 days ago, officials
told him that the ministry
has been in touch with the
US State Department butis
yet to get consular access
to Nafis.

“l1 hope Bangladesh
government will provide
legal aid to prove my son's
innocence,” the father, a
bankerin Dhaka, said.

On Friday, for the first
time after his arrest, Natfis
talked to his parents over
telephone from the US. He
could just ask his parents
how they were doing. The
line disconnected in
around three minutes and
they could not discuss

legal issues.
An US attorney for Nafis

had advised his parents
through an e-mail not to
talk anything with their
son except exchanging

pleasantries.
Also on Friday,

Raymond Kelly, chief of
New York Police
Department, exchanging
views with expatriate
Bangladeshis said Natfis
was not considered differ-

ent for being Bangladeshi.
Asked whether Nafis

was trapped and inspired
by detectives to involve in
terrorism, Kelly said the
court would take legal
actions if the Bangladeshi
studentwas trapped.
Talking at Jamaica
Muslim Center, he also
said the New York police
work for human beings
irrespective of nation,
creed or race. There is
nothing for Bangladeshis
to panic regarding Nafis
issue, Bangla daily
Prothom Alo reports.

Rights boss backs govt
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at the capital's Cirdap

auditorium.
He complained that a

quarter of the intellectuals
was trying to divert the war
crimes trial issue by raising
the Rohingya problem at a
time when the trial has
reached a crucial stage.

Refugee and Migratory
Movements Research Unit
(RMMRU) hosted the event
on “Dialogue on Economic
Migrants or Asylum
Seekers: Rohingyas in
Bangladesh.”

Speaking at the event,
former adviser to a care-
taker government AF
Hasan Arif said if the peo-
ple's opinionis sought, they
would favour the entrance
of Rohingyas into
Bangladesh on humanitar-
ian grounds.

The government's
stance of pushing back the
Rohingyas to Myanmar
does not reflect the public
opinion, he claimed.

Refuting Arit's claim, the
NHRC chief said his (Arif)

idea is not right because
people do not want any
more Rohingyas cross into
Bangladesh. “Ethically and
morally, we should help the
Rohingyas, but in doing so,
a democratic government
can't relinquish its people's
interests.”

Mizan also blasted the
role of the international
community in the Rohingya
issue saying that their outcry
is politically motivated.

“The double standards
of the international powers
have been exposed as they
are carrying out drone
attacks in one way, while
asking the government to
sit with Jamaat-Shibir for
dialogue in the other.”

He also pointed out that

a large number of

Rohingyas had been
involved in the recent
attacks on the Buddhist
community in Ramu.

Prof Asif Nazrul of Dhaka
University suggested the
government allow the
Rohingyas enter into the

country. He said the gov-
ernment and the interna-
tional community should
urge the United Nations to
put pressure on Myanmar

to settle the problem.
Eminent lawyer

Shahdeen Malik said
though some Rohingyas
had been used for political
purposes, the government
should not deny shelter to

their fellows.
Making a presentation,

RMMRU Executive
Director CR Abrar said
allowing entry to
Rohingyas is a moral and
international obligation of

the government.
Dr Hamida Hossain of

Ain O Salish Kendra and
Protf Pias Karim also
favoured sheltering the
Rohingyas.

Moderated by DU
teacher Tasneem Siddiqui,
Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed
and acting chairman of
Law Commission Prof
Shah Alam also took partin
the discussion.
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