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LAW COMMISSION VACANCIES

Govt has no plan to
make appointments

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

The government has no plan to till up two
posts, including that of the chairman, of
the three-member Law Commission

which are lying vacant for over 22 months.
Since the acting chairman and his

assistant officials are enough to carry
out the tasks, “the government has no
plan to appoint a full-fledged chairman
and a member for the Law Commission,”
Law Minister Shatique Ahmed told The
Daily Star.

There are enough officials to run the
Law Commission smoothly. The Law

Commission has no problems, he said.
This demonstrates how the govern-

ment does not pay due importance to the
commission which was established in
1996 to recommend amendments and
updates and modernise laws and the

judicial system of the country.
As per section 5 of the Law Commission

Act, 1996, the commission consists of a
chairman and two members. Under the
law, the government has the power to
increase the number of its members if it

deemed necessary.
The chairman and members of the

commission hold their respective offices
for a term of three years from the date of

theirappointments.
According to the law, the government

may reappoint the chairman or a member

on expiry of their term.
The commission, which is now loaded

with many important tasks, can not run in
full swing due to the shortage of the full-

fledged chairman and a member.
Aside from the two key positions, seven

out of twelve official positions, including
that of the principal research officer, are
lying vacant, worsening the situation, said
the commission sources.

The top post fell vacant after the last
chairman, Justice MA Rashid, a retired
High Court judge, resigned on October 7,
2010 due to “interference and domina-
tion” by a few law ministry officials, said
sources close to the justice.

Justice MA Rashid refused to comment
on the matter.

Sunil Chandra Paul resigned from the

post of member on January 9, 2011 due
to hisillness. He passed away on June 16
this year.

Prot Shah Alam, who was appointed
member on June 24, 2009, was appointed
chairman-in-charge on October 24, 2010.
He has been carrying out the commis-
sion's functions since then.

His tenure expired last June and the
government extended his appointment as
member for the next two years on June 24,

sources said.
ProfShah Alam said he does not feel the

shortage of manpower in running the Law
Commission. Rather he feels a lack of

office space of the Law Commission.
The Law Commission is currently

housed in the building of Judicial
Administration Training Institute
(JATI).

The oftfice of the Law Commission was
earlier situated in the Old High Court
Building. When the International Crimes
Tribunal-2 was set up there, the office
was shifted to the JATI building in March

this year.
The commission has only three office

rooms which are not big enough to hold
seminars, said Prof Shah Alam.

A request will be sent to the govern-
ment to provide the commission with a
sophisticated office space soon, he

added.
A former chairman of the commission,

requesting anonymity, expressed aston-
ishment at the government's stand on the
commission.

It is very difficult for the commission to
run without the chairman and a member.
How can the parliament run by making
the Law Commission inactive, he ques-
tioned.

Law commissions in different coun-
tries across the world, including Britain
and India, are highly dignified and power-
ful since they have huge manpower and

financialand logistic support, he said.
In England, the judges in the House ot

Lords discharge functions of the Law
Commission to update and modify exist-

ing laws and to prepare drafts of new laws,
he added.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina with people of the indigenous communities at the resort of Nilgiri hill in Bandarban yesterday. On a daylong visit
to the district, she inaugurated a number of development projects there and enjoyed an indigenous cultural programme. (Story on Page 2)

BCL man

stabbed by
rivals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

An activist of pro-Awami
League Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) ot
MC College unit was
stabbed by a rival faction's
activists in Sylhet city's

Naiorpul area yesterday.
The victim Abdullah was

rushed to Sylhet MAG
Osmani Medical College
Hospital.

Some 15 armed
activists of a faction
swooped on the activists
of another faction that
Abdullah belongs to, said

police quoting locals.
No case was filed at the

time of filing this report.
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Available at:
= Prothoma

= Pathok Samabesh
17/A Aziz Super Market (G. Floor)
Shahbag, Dhaka 1000

= Sagar Publishers
4 New Baily Road
Property Arcade, Dhaka-1000

= The Daily Star

= Gyankosh
Market Dhaka, Bangladesh

CULDIP NAYAR

Aziz Super Market, Shahbag, Dhaka 1000

64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka 1215

Road no. 4, Dhanmondi & Sobhanbag Madrasa

= Aranya Crafts Ltd. Banani, Dhaka
Baily Star Yook is the book publishing wing of The Baily Star

An Autobiography
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Preface of this book
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An Autobiography

By eminent journalist KULDIP NAYAR

A book full of Nayar’s personal experiences and reminiscences from the Pakistan resolution at
Lahore in 1940 to the partition in 1947, to the birth of Bangladesh and much more.

= Book Worm

Dhaka, Bangladesh
= Omni Books
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Beyond The Lines

To Read

E aiy (;,%iar &OOK._) proudly presents
Beyond The Lines

“Twin Peaks” Complex, Old Airport, Tejgaon

Genetic Plaza (Level 3), HS no. 16, RD no. 16
(New & Rd no. 27, Old),Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205

= Words n' Pages

House : SW(B) 7, Road : 7, Gulshan-1,

Dhaka-1212, Bangladesh
= Kiosk

Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel, Karwan Bazar,

= Amir & Son's

Dhaka 1215, Phone: 8111641, Ext. 4938

Purana Paltan, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Price: Tk 600 (Paperback), Tk 1000 (Hardback)

25% discount at The Daily Star Centre, 64-65 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215

www.thedailystar.net/books

Road crashes kill 8,

METRO DESK

injure 37

motorcyclists were killed when an
unidentified wvehicle crashed into
their motorbike on Dhaka-
Chittagong highway at Hasanpur in

Daudkandiupazila early yesterday.
The deceased were Hossain Mia,

25, and Russel Mia, 22.

BSS from Habiganj reports, a man
was killed and two others of a family
were injured as a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw hit a rickshaw wvan in
Saestanagar area of Habiganj town
on Friday evening.

The deceased was Abdul Khalek,
40. The injured were rushed to
Habiganj Sadar Hospital.

Nosimon (human hauler) over-
turned in Salanga of Ullapara upazila
around 12:30pm yesterday.

Eight people were killed and 37 oth-
ers injured in road accidents in The deceased was Jahurul Islam,
Chittagong, Sirajganj, Barisal g4¢
Comilla and Habiganj on Friday and

yesterday.
Our Chittagong correspondent

reports, a Bhutbhuti (human hauler)
driver Md Jahir, 32, died as a truck hit
his vehicle on Dhaka-Chittagong
highway in Shitalpur area
of Shitakunda upazila

yvesterday.
In Sirajganj, a farmer was killed

and five others were injured as a

Our Barisal correspondent
reports, three people were killed and
30 others were injured as a bus skid-
ded off the ramp of Khairabad Bridge
and plunged into a roadside ditch in
Nalchhity upazila of Jhalakathi

around 6:00pm yesterday.
The deceased were Morsheda

Begum, 48, her son Isa Haolader, 15

and niece Saiful Islam, 14.
UNB from Comilla reports, two
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Bengal Foundation presents

Bengal-lTC SRA Classical Music Festival 2012
Tribute to Ustad Allanuddin Khan

&

Bengal Foundation November 29 to December 2, Army Stadium, Dhaka, Bangladesh ITC SRA

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

Thursday, 20 November
6 pm till 4.30 am next day
Dedicated to

Sangeetsadhak
Waheedul Haque

Friday, 30 November
5 pm till 4.30 am next day
Dedicated to
Ustad Vilayet Khan

Saturday, 1 December
5 pm till midnight
Dedicated to
Pandit Uday Shankar

Sunday, 2 December
6 pm till midnight
Dedicated to
Ustad Ali Akbar Khan

Arshad Ali Khan
~ Vocal
Ebadul Hug
~ Sitar
Shashank Maktedar
~ Vocal
Abir Hossain
~ Sarod
Priyanka Gope
~ Vocal
Kumar Mardur
~ Vocal
Pandit Kumar Bose
~ Tabla
Vidushi Subhra Guha
~ Vocal
Purbayan Chatterjee
~ Sitar
Vidushi Girija Devi
~ Vocal
Pandit Birju Maharaj
~ Kathak

SRA on Strings
Rajrupa Chowdhury
~ Sarod
Deborshee Bhattacharjee
~ Vocal
Yaswant Vaishnav
~ Tabla
Adnan Khan
~ Sitar
Sandip Bhattacharjee
~ Vocal
Kaushiki Desikan
~ Vocal
Ustad Mashkoor Ali Khan
~ Vocal
Pandit Buddhadev Dasgupta
~ Sarod
Ustad Rashid Khan
~ Vocal
Pandit Shiv Kumar Sharma
~ Santoor

Alif Laila
~ Sitar
Brajeswar Mukherjee
~ Vocal
Murtuza Kabir
~ Flute
Vidushi Aruna Sayeeram
~ Vocal
Pandit Ulhas Kashalkar
~ Vocal
Vidushi Alarmel Valli
~ Bharatnatyam
Pandit Rajan &
Pandit Sajan Misra

Ustad Ali Ahmed Hussain
~ Shehnai
Omkar Dadarkar
~ Vocal
Ustad Shahadat Hossain
~ Sarod
Vidushi Sujata Mohapatra
~ Odissi
Waseem Ahmed Khan
~ Vocal
Ustad Shahid Parvez
~ Sitar
Pandit Uday Bhawalkar
~ Vocal
Pandit Tejendra N Majumdar
~ Sarod
Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty
~ Vocal

~ Vocal
Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia
~ Flute

* The schedule of performances
is subject to change without
prior notification
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Call : 01616 111 B88

Log on to www.bengalfoundation.org B3 type REG and send to 6969
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