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Suu Ky1 pays
emotional
visit to old
college

AFP, New Delhi

Myanmar opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi
yesterday said she felt like
she was "coming home"
during an emotional visit
to her old New Delhi col-
lege where she studied five
decades ago.

Students and faculty at
the prestigious Lady Shri
Ram college rose to their
feet and cheered Suu Kyi,
who is on a six-day visit to
India where she studied
while her mother was
Burma's ambassador to
the country.

Lady Shri Ram principal
Meenakshi Gopinath paid
tribute to "Suu", as the
Nobel laureate was known
at the school from which
she graduated with a polit-
ical science degree in 1964.

“This is a deeply emo-
tional moment for us,”
Gopinath said in the
school auditorium where
Suu Kyi had performed
plays as a student. "We
have prayed for your safety.
We have felt your pain.”

Naftis indicted

FROM PAGE 1
January on a student visa

under the pretext of attend-
ing college at Southeast
Missouri State University,

prosecutors said.
It's not clear whether

Nafis maintained al Qaeda
ties, but authorities say he
claimed that the plot was
his own and was his sole

motivation for the US trip.
A US District Court

grand jury in New York
charged Nafis with trying
to use a bomb as a weapon
of mass destruction and
trying to provide explo-
sives and communications
equipment to al Qaeda
terrorists, the indictment

says.
In Bangladesh, Nafis

graduated from high
school in 2006 and took his
higher secondary school
certificate examinations in
2008 before he enrolled in
the country's leading pri-
vate university, North
South University, in

Dhaka, documents say.
Nafis travelled to the

United States with "the
purpose of conducting a
terrorist attack”™ and
actively sought out al-
Qaeda contacts after his

arrival, authorities in New

York allege.
He majored in

cybersecurity at Southeast
Missouri State University
from January to May of this
year, a university spokes-
woman said. At the end of
the spring semester, he was
elected vice president of
the Muslim Student
Association, but his term
was short-lived because he
left the campus, the
spokeswoman said.

His father, Quazi
Mohammad Ahsanullah,
has said that he can't
believe the terrorist accu-
sations and that his son is
timid person who's often

scared to travel alone.
The father, a banker in

Dhaka, said his son left
college in Missouri after
one semester because of
the expense and went to
New York, where he
worked 10-hour days at a

hotel.
In the sting operation,

Nafis apparently contacted
an FBI source and pro-
posed multiple targets,
including a high-ranking
US official and the New
York Stock Exchange,
authorities said.

Govt out
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Club vyesterday, BNP

standing committee mem-

ber barrister Moudud
Ahmed dropped a broad
hint that the opposition
MPs might return to
parliament as part of the
strategy of their move-

ment.
“We are actively consid-

ering going back to parlia-
ment as part of our move-
ment strategy. The issue is
being discussed at the

partylevel,” he said.
Moudud, however, said

the government must
ensure a congenial atmo-
sphere so that the opposi-
tion can return to the

House.
Addressing the discus-

sion, Mirza Fakhrul said
the government has
resorted to torture and
harassment to subdue the
opposition and hide its
failures to deliver on the
people’s expectation.
BNP organised the
programme at Jatiya Press
Club, marking the 36th
death anniversary of
Maulana Abdul Hamid

Khan Bhasani.
Fakhrul accused the

ruling party men ot loot-

Democracy, animal style

FROM PAGE 20
personal decisions were

counted, and out of the

chaos awinner emerged.
Animals make collective

decisions, too. While non-
human species typically
don't vote to choose their
leaders, they do vote for
other more routine deci-
sions, like where to live or
where to forage. But they
don't have voting machines
or ballots to determine the
group s consensus, so how
dotheydoit?

Some do it through the
wisdom of crowds. Near
the end of spring or the
beginning of summer,
honey bee colonies grow
too large for their hives, so
the group splits in two. The
mother queen and half of
the worker bees leave the
hive to seek a new location,
while the daughter queen
and the remaining workers
remain in place. Minutes
later, the departed group
identifies a temporary
resting place on a nearby
tree branch, and from
there it surveys the local
real estate. Several hun-
dred scouts tfan out in all

directions in search of a
suitable location for a new
hive. On their return, each
scout communicates the
location of the space they
found by performing a
waggle dance in front of

their hive mates.
Over the course of sev-

eral days, the scouts may
spend as much as sixteen
hours dancing, each advo-
cating for a possible loca-
tion. As the days pass,
consensus begins to
emerge. It isn't entirely
clear what makes scouts
stop campaigning for less
popular sites; they don't
getvoted out as if they were
participating in some
insect version of Dancing
with the Stars. Some sim-
ply stop dancing, while
others switch their chore-
ography to endorse one of

the more popular options.
MAJORITYVOTE
What is clear, however, is

that the "hive mind” can
make complex decisions
only because the work is
distributed across multiple
individuals. Thomas
Seeley and Susannah
Buhrman, who have stud-
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ied decision making in
swarms of honey bees,
write, "We have seen that
there is no omniscient
supervisory bee that com-
piles all the evaluations
and selects the best site.
Instead, it is the highly
distributed process of
friendly competition
among the scout bees that
identifies the best site.
Hence the cognitive eftort
that each scout bee must
make is evidently quite
small relative to the infor-
mation processing done by
the entire swarm."

For honey bees, few
individuals possess valu-
able information, which

the rest of the group relies
on. However, social species
throughout the animal
kingdom often have to
make decisions without
the aid of expert knowl-
edge. Such is the case for
Tonkean macaques, a
group of fruit-loving mon-
keys that live in the forests
of Sulawesi, Indonesia.
Fruit trees are distributed
randomly throughout the
forest, with some areas
containing more fruit than
others. So Tonkean
macaques must decide
which direction they will
move in search offood, and
they make those choices by
majority vote.

TERROR THREATS

Pakistan blocks
mobile service

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan shut down mobile phone networks yesterday in
major cities and beefed up security across the country to
prevent terror attacks at the start of the Muslim holy

month of Muharram, officials said.
The networks were closed from 10:00am (0500 GMT)

in Karachi and Quetta, gripped by political and sectarian
violence between militants from the majority Sunni

Muslims and minority Shia communities.
"We had intelligence reports about (the) possibility of

avery big terrorist attack in Karachi and it was because of
this reason that the mobile phone service was shut

down, " senior police ofticial Javed Odho told AFP.
"Itis a preventive measure taken to etfectively counter

terrorism threat,” he said, adding that the service will

remain suspended till evening.
Authorities feared that mobile telephones could be

used to coordinate attacks or trigger a remote-controlled

bomb.

IRELAND ABORTION LAW ROw
India pushes for probe

into woman's death

AFP, New Delhi

New Delhi on Friday demanded a "transparent” probe
into the death of an Indian woman in Ireland after doc-
tors there allegedly refused to terminate her pregnancy

even though she was miscarrying.
New Delhi cranked up the pressure on Dublin over the

October 28 death of Savita Halappanavar from septicae-
mia after local politicians expressed their concern and

urged the government to act.

Foreign ministry spokesman Syed Akbaruddin said
India's ambassador to Ireland would meet local authori-

ties later yesterday.

Savita, a31-year-old dentist, repeatedly asked staft at
University Hospital in Galway, west [reland, to terminate

her pregnancy because she was miscarrying, her family said.
Doctors allegedly refused her demand, telling her that
"this is a Catholic country”. Abortion is illegal in Roman

Catholic-dominated Ireland except when it is necessary

to save the life of the mother.

Irish Prime Minister Enda Kenny described her death
as a "tragedy', while two separate investigations have

been announced.

ing thousands of crore of
taka from the financial
sector, saying the govern-

ment has turned the coun-

try into a "graft monar-
chy".

“So, we must stand
against the government's
misrule and corruption
imbued with the revolu-
tionary spirit of legend-
ary leader Maulana
Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhasani to protect the
nation,” he told his audi-
ence.

Reiterating his party's
demand for restoring the
caretaker government
system to oversee the
next general election,
Fakhrul urged all to take
part in the ongoing
movement of the party.

BNP standing commit-
tee member Tariqul
[slam said Bhasani had
established the Awami
League and helped
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
to become a political
leader. "But, unfortu-
nately Awami League
does not observe his

death anniversary.”
Bhasani in his whole

life was vocal against
unjust and unfair activi-
ties, he said adding "We
need to follow the ideal
of Bhasnai to overcome
the country's ongoing
crisis.”

BNP standing commit-
tee member Nazrul Islam
Khan, former Dhaka City
Corporation mayor
Sadeque Hossain Khoka,
and party Vice-chairman
Abdullah Al Noman,
among others, spoke at
the discussion.

Saudi company

FROM PAGE 1
Sources said Summit is

also receiving finances
from the International
Finance Corporation (IFC)
and the Asian
Development Bank (ADB)
for the second Bibiyana
341 MW gas-fired power
plant.

This means the govern-
ment can expect that at
least two major power
plants producing cheap
electricity would come
into operation within the
next couple of years and
provide expenditure relief
on the national exchequer

for producing power.
Moreover, Summit is

formally withdrawing from
the Bibiyana phase-one
341 MW power project
which was being delayed
due to financing and land
problems. As per the con-
tract, the government and
Summit are expected to
form a six-member com-
mittee within a week, with
equal representation from
each side, to formally raise
disputed issues and come

to anagreeable solution.
The company won the

deals for all the three pro-
jects through competitive
tenders in late 2010 by
offering very low price. The
three projects needed
around $800 million for
implementation and it
became a challenge for
Summit as the World Bank
refrained from giving
Partial Risk Guarantee
(PRG) against these pro-
jects. The PRG provides a
contractor confidence of

other banks to give loans.
Back in June, Summit

verbally agreed to pull out
from the Bibiyvana power
project where it had

offered to sell power at a
very low price of Tk 2.6 per
kilowatt hour. In the pres-
ent market, the price is
considered unusually low,
which other bidders

decline to match.
Soon after Summit's

consent to the matter, the
power ministry toyed with
several proposals to other
companies to develop this
troubled project.

In its latest move, the
government signed a mem-
orandum of understand-
ing with Advance Energy of
Saudi Arabia that has
stakes of the Saudi Royal
family. According to Power
Division Secretary AK
Azad, Advance Energy will
submit a formal proposal
by the next month.

“We shall formally deal
with other interested com-
panies for Bibiyana -1 after
we resolve the legal mat-
ters with Summit,” Azad

added.

But as no other compa-
nies can match Summit's
proposed tariff, the gov-
ernment has changed the
configuration of this power
plant. Instead of it being a
341 MW one, it would now
be a 225 MW combined
cycle plant. The Saudi com-
pany has given a primary
offer of US 3.8 cents (Over
Tk 3) perkilowatt hour.

The Bibiyana-1 project
has an extra catch. When it
was awarded to Summit,
the government imposed
an extra job of setting up
gas pipeline and power
evacuation system, costing
$ 20 million. Combined
with Summit's low price
offer, no bidder was inter-
ested to carry out this task.

The Bibivana-2 project
does not have such obliga-

tion, while its price ofter is

almostthe same.
Now the Power Division

has taken initiative to ask
the Gas Transmission
Company Ltd (GTCL) to
build 10 kilometres of
pipeline between the
Bibiyana gas field and the
power project site, and the
Power Grid Company of
Bangladesh (PGCB) to set
up the power evacuation
system.

For Summit, setting up
the phase-2 Bibiyana plant
poses little hurdle now.
“There is already a high
voltage 232 kV line at the
project site that can evacu-
ate 460 MW power. We can
launch Bibiyvana-2 with
that system even if a new
power evacuation system
is not established by
October 2014, Aziz Khan

said.
He also said the simple-

cycle part of the plant is
expected to come into
operation by April 2014.
Summit has signed engi-
neering contract with a
Chinese company to build
the plant, while it received

the projectland last week.
He mentioned that

Summit has submitted its
financial closure applica-
tion to the Board of
Investment outlining that
German financier DEG-
FMO is providing $120 m,
Idcol $30m and Standard
Chartered Bank $40 m for
the project, totalling
$5190m. Summit will be
giving another $85m from

its own funds.
The financing for

Bibiyana- 2 is still in pro-
cess. Sources said the [FC
and the ADB have agreed
to provide $70 m each for
this project.

Rejoinder, our reply
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UK airport, no cargo agent

could hide a single kilo-
gram of weight. In fact,
sometimes the average
weight of the passengers,
carry-on baggage or
checked-in baggage may
vary to a little extent within

the acceptable level.
The report further said

the allegation that the
agents are charging GBP
4.50 per kg from customer

was not correct.
“We have checked and

found that the personal
effects business is a door-
to-door service business.
The cargo agents collect
the shipments from differ-
ent addresses of shippers
in UK using their
own/hired transports, put
in proper package, forward
them to Bangladesh, clear
it from customs & en-reach
to the destination in
Bangladesh. The agents
offer the total rate to the
shippers which include all
the above service charges
Biman's freight charge.
Therefore, it is not marking
up of the freight charges
but addition of some ser-

vice charges,” the rejoinder
said.

It also said the rate men-
tioned in the report of GBP
0.63 per kg, is but inaccu-
rate and the actual rate is
GBP 1.62 perkg.

The rejoinder also men-
tioned that as the whole
check-in formalities was
computerised, as soon as a
passenger checked-in, his
or her baggage weight is
transferred automatically
to load control section for
final calculation, where the
licence holder load con-
trollers calculate and dis-
tribute the total weight
(passenger, cargo and
equipment weight) for
balancing purpose as per
regulation of manufac-

turer.
While doing this calcu-

lation they must consider
that the maximum takeoft
weight and maximum

landing weight of the air-
craft to be inunison.
Our reply: Although the

issue of undisclosed hid-
den weight is a matter of
serious safety concern, the
Biman rejoinder took it
very lightly. Biman is say-

ing that a pilot "guessed”
that there might have been
some hidden weight. Our
report did not mention any
ouess work. [t was based on
an internal note of a pilot
of a London-Dhaka flight
that specifically mentions
carrying an undisclosed
weight of 5,000 kg, thus
jeopardising tlight safety.
While the rejoinder
terms this as a "guess
work”, it did not explain
how it came to such a con-
clusion when the report
carried specific informa-
tion. [tdid not say anything
about the extra fuel the
pilot had to use to carry

this unpaid for cargo.
Biman said in the UK

airport, no cargo agent can
hide a single kilogram of
weight, but the report did
not talk about any cargo
agent for this irregularity.
The report clearly talked
about how dishonest
Biman staffs were involved
in the scam in exchange for
bribes. The rejoinder side-
stepped this issue by talk-

ing about cargo agents.
Involvement of a sec-

tion of officials in such

corruption is nothing new.
Biman authorities with-
drew its country manager
from Bangkok station
following media report on
March 29 last year after a
Biman investigation found
the authenticity of a report
on how so-called luggage
party members (people
whose business is to carry
goods from foreign coun-
tries to Bangladesh) car-
ried several thousand
kilograms of undisclosed
goods bribing the country

manager.
The Daily Star report

even quoted acting Biman
managing director AM
Mosaddique Ahmed who
admitted that there had
been a couple of such inci-
dents of undisclosed cargo
and luggage.

The rejoinder mis-
quoted our reportin saying
that it mentioned GBP 0.63
per kg as charge for per kg
cargo while it actually
mentioned as GBP 1.09
each kg. We stand cor-
rected that the actual tariff
is GBP 1.62.
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fill the following positions:

' VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) in Bangladesh is seeking applications from Bangladeshi Nationals to

ONLY APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED THROUGH UNFPA Bangladesh JOB PORTAL WILL BE

‘FEMALE CANDIDATES ARE PARTICULARLY ENCOURAGED TO APPLY’
‘UNFPA IS A NON-SMOKING WORKING ENVIRONMENT’

For Details of the Job Description and instructions to apply, Please visit our website: http://www.unfpabgd.org.
Only short-listed candidates will be called for written test/interview. Any attempt to unduly influence UNFPA’s
selection process will lead to automatic disqualification of the applicant. Application should be received no
later than 17:00 PM, Saturday, 1 December 2012.

UNFPA Bangladesh has established an electronic application management system, which allows applicants
to create a candidate profile, which can be updated regularly and submitted to more than one vacancy.

CONSIDERED FOR FURTHER EVALUATION

Vacancy No. Post Title Category Duty Station No of Position
Service Contract

Job ID 12-35 ASRHR/HIV Officer (SB 4 Level) Dhaka 1 (One)

How to Apply:




