Title in Sk Jamal's sights

SPORTS REPORTER

Enamil Haguse Sharlf and Mosaem khan

debut

season. Howewver, that

One professlonal
teague thtle in thel
season,. &
Federation Cup win
and a ophy feom abroad In the begin-
niing of the nex season - Shelkh Jamal
Dhanmaend] Club's reirn oo wop-0ight
fsnthall couldn't have been any berier,

That was wntil the early par of the lasg
inimial success
coueld not be sustalned following a mass
eupdus of star players and even chopping
and changing of coaches did e o siop
the ror The reswlt was a lowly sixth-place
finiah the following seasom.

That ignominious result Is perhaps
whit egged therm on to get on the ransfer
market early amd also start preparation a
long before some of the other clubs.
Boasting seven players from the natomal
side and seven from the U-23 side. Sheikh
[amal's bhench ably complements i's
maln eleven, They can baast of having the
deadliest sirlke force -- Sunday Chizokba
amnd Mike Chojarerl who soored 10 goals
tagether i the Fed Cug - In thely side.
These two will be ably supplemented Ty
kester Akon, Towhidul Alam, Sohel Rana
amd the lees. The midfield s solld which
includes Shakll Ahmed. Shahedul Alarm,

Raju among others. However, if there ks a
weak polnt if's In the centre of defence
wiltleh hias been left weaker by the depar-
ke of Monday. At goal though they hawve
the safe hamds of young nadonal keeper
Mostakur Rahmann.

Thekr caach jogeph Afusd, whio has only
heen promoted from plaver-cum-
asskstant coach to a full coach this season,
hias been Impresalve with his handling of
team amd soyle of play in the Federatlon
Cup where they lost the final in exira time
agalnsar Shelkh Kusgel K.

Afusd is confident that he has got the
plavers at his disposal who can go the

distanmce “It's my flrst time as a coach. |

SEASOn.

know the challenge. But I'm a hungry
coach and 1 wani 1o win. We have the best
plavers from the country and abroad. 5o,
wie ahould be champions,” 18 the obser-
vathom of the young Migerian.

There Is a growing number of instances
in Burope where fresh voung coaches,
wiho have just finished thelr playing career
and taken the coach’s job, numing around
the flaggimg forrumes of clubs with thek
uttlque philosophy of foothall amd goaosd
mian-management skills Afust's boys
certainly have the gquality to endow
thelr coach with success in his flest

SL-NZ final
0ODI washed
out

LRICENFD, Hamforoam

Haln robbed MNew
Fealand's best chance of
sneaking in a win in a
one-slded serles, after
they restricted Sl Lanka
to 124 for 8 n the Afih and
final one-day interna-
tirnal in Hambantota on
Monday.

The match hegan
under sunny skies, bt
lictle over pwo lours after
the seart, rakn forced the
plavers off the fleld and
they remalned ndoors till
hialf past eight, when
another downpsour
beought a seEey end 1o an
ill-thmed series. All slx
matciies an ioeur were
affected by rain, with Sql
Lanka taking the one-
dayers 3-10.

While Sel Lanka were
the superior side from the
context of the serles, New
Zealand woulld have every
reason i feel let doswn by
the weather i this game.

A day of
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EHULNA v CHITTAGDNG
Spinner Mizamuddin
Hipon took a five-wicker
hawl as he, along with
Razzak, ran through
Chittagong's batting
order. Chittagong, having
started the day with an
overnight score of 40 for 3,
slumped to trouble eady
In the day as they lost
thelr forelgn recruir,
Milinda Sirlwardana afrer
adding just 10 Fung to the
hoard. Aftab Ahmed’s
half-century provided
some glamour o the
innings, which otherwisze
crumbled. They were
bowsded out for 153,
RAJSHAHI v RANGPUR
Rangpur, who were et an
mugmuinoth targer of 459,
were bhowled oul for Just
134 runs an the board. The
hiosis' banting perdformance
was similar o thelr previ-
pus Innings as they lost &
wickets after having scored
just 50 s, Discarded
natlonal pacer Shaflul
Lslamm pheked up thres wick-
ers. Hangpur's Sajedul
[sdamm, v picked wp elght
wickets, was the only brighi
spot for the hioats,
DHAKAYSYLHET

At the end of the day bt was
Dhaka's flrst inings ot
when they were bowled
far just B4, that led 1o their
lo=s im Sylhet. The visioors,
resunning the day on 2E9
for B, were bowled out
garly in the day for jusi
7. Discarded left-arm
spinner Enamul Hague |
put the pressure on the
national selectors with
ancther five-wicker kaul,

ABAHANI, BROTHERS ABSOLVED

Amer gets one
month ban

SmoRTs HEPORTER

Bangladesh Prember League champi-
ons Alahand and Brothers Unbon
have been cleared off the allegation of

playing a fixed match n last season's
Prafesskonal foothall league, but Brothers Union mean-
ager Amer kKhan has been handed a one-month suspen-
alon for "providing misleading information’ about the
league match between the two alleged teams,

“We could not reach a concluslen on Amer Khan's
comunents alved on a prbvate elevision channel but
seemied to us that the footages had been added and over-
lapped (superimposed) and Amer Ehan has been pun-
labved for providing misleading information,” sald profes-
slomal foothall league comumities chairman Abdus Salam

Murshedy vesterday.

Murshedy also clabmed thart the television channel did
et respand to thels repeated requests of provkding wnet
fsntages, and thes they were forced toend the matter.,

After hearing his one-month suspensbon, Amer Khan
salid, "It ks a farce. The comimitiee punished me without

proving the marrer.”

Meamwhile, the sixth editon of the professional foot-
ball leapue stars woday even though the Investgation of
the match berwesn Sheikh famal Divanmoendi Clul and
Brothers Unbon has vet to see the Hght as the Maich
Fixing tdentificatlon Commites had only one meeting
regarding the allegation ll vestesday.

We'll play cricket
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Withour any doubs
Bangladesh need a con-
certed effort to be com-
petitlve In the series and
thelr inexperlenced
bhiowling attack need o
b disciplined apainst a
very dangerous batiing
line-up, but stldl the
focus wouwld be on siar
all-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan, who |5 just four
wickers away from
becoming the second
Bangladeshi 1o achieve
the Li-wicket mark In
Tests after Mohammad
Bafique. Much hope will
also be ploned on lefi-
handed opener Tamim
Ighal, who enters the
serleswith three consecu-
tise MCL hundreds under
his belt.

The Bangladesh skip-
per also admbitted the
importance of the two
world-class players’
performances. "The
world-class players we
have In Tamim [lghal)
and Shakib (Al Hasan), if
they play well and then if
we can add to thelr con-
tribution, definltely our
batking will bhe good,”
oplned the e mann,

[nconslstency is the
maln headache of the
Bangladesh feam buit
they are always consid-
ered a dangerous side In
their own terrliory
although that reputation
has been garnerad (n the
limlted-over format.
Bangladesh can draw
thelr Inspiration from
the home advantazge and

thelr healthy record (al-
though the mwe wins in
elght maiches came
against a weakened sbde)
agabinst theWest Indbes e
they should know that this
West [ndles team have all
the weapans in thelr arse-
nal o dominate n any
conditien. Refreshingly,
Bamgladesh captain
Mushfiqur seemed aware
afthisfact.

*We played against
them last year on this
fleld (Sher-e-Bangla
Natlonal Stadivm). We
have those memories
with us. But now they are
a much better team and
have impeoved a lot and
they are more skilful
then before. Thelr spin,
pace bowling attack,
everything is good. We
have to perform well
Merve home advanrage
woen't matter,” the
Bangladesh skipper sabd.

*We will play good
cricket and hard cricket,
at the end of the day we
will see what the result is.
As long as we play con-
slstent cricket it's good.
Previously we couldn't
do that. %o this s owi
hasicplan,” he added.

Only If Bangladesh
execute their plans 1o
perfection in the middle
will they have a chance of
taking something from
thiszerlea. The onusis on
the Bangladesh team to
push their apponents
hard to make It a com-
petitlve and Interesting
series.

Pinki is
d ITldn
Charged with raping

AFP, Knlkat

[nddlan
podlee on
Monday
charged an
Inrerma-
txnal gold
imedal-
winning athlere with gap-
g her former parine
after medical tests showed
she was actually a man,

Pinkl Pramanik, who
vetbred Lo 2007 after win-
ning team gold in the
dxddi relay at the 2006
Aslan Garmes, was charged
after a reporl was com-
pleted by a medical hoard
set up to determdme he
gonder,

"Medical tesis have
confirmed that Pleki
nit 4 female,” BN Kahall,
chairman of the hoard,
told AFP "Pinkl is a male
paeudo-hermaphrodice.
W have submbtted the
medical report o the
district sessbons court.'

Male paeudo-
hermaphrodites are
gemetic mzles whio
develop some female
physical characteristles
and identltles.

Italian expat
for Brothers

SPORTS HEPORTER

Brothers Unbomn slgned up
a Bangladesh-borm [talian
striker leimael Hossain
John for the Bangladesh
Premler League which

hegling teday.
"My target [s 1o secure

a place in the national
team. That's why | have
covine here o play fo
Brothers Union. | may
stay with Bangladesh
Football 6L find things
srmcasth here,” sald John,
during the Brothers
Uindom press hrlefing on
their preparation for the
professbomal foothatl
league. He also clalmed o
have played for a club of
third division leagse in
Milan.

Brothers manage
Armer Khan's evaluation
of John however |5 thar he
needs tme 1o develop the
fontballing sense even
though the atriker has
good running and shoot-
g ability

Div I football

SPORTS REPORTER

Yerungeen's Fakirespoaol
Club reglstered a 2-1 win
aver Sunelse SC i the
Popular Life Senbor

Division Foothall League
at Blrshireshiha Shaheed
Mostafa Kamal Stadiurm
yesterday.,

Milon and Shambm
seored for Faklresposol
while Mehdl Hasan pulled
one goal back for Sunrlse,

Sammy
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have,” he added.
Regarding the sicket,
the captain stated thai
apart from the ouifleld
belng re-lald, e didn't see
a major change in the
conditions and expecred
the wicker to be slow and
slmllar o the ones on
which they plaved lasi
year. The captain also
claimed that the team was
ready o perform in the
longer werslon of the game
despite being busy with
T20 cricker the last couple

af months,
“We got a professional

umit and i's not the firs
time we have 1o ransform
from T20 to Test ericker.

We have prepared well for
thils tournament. We had a
three-day game agains
the academy team and a
natlomal camp back
home," added Sammy.
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CAPTAIN'S KNOCK: Australia skipper Michael Clarke kisses his helmet after reach-
ing 200 on the fourth day of the first Test against South Africa at the Gabba ground

in Brishane yesterday.

Clarke holds Gabba fort

Magestle Michael Clarke
unfurled ansther double
century and opener bd
Ciowan soored his first Test
hundred as Awsiraliz hamed
South Afrdca out of the
opentng Brisbane Test on
Monday.

Clarke produced an
imperiowus captain's knock
with his third hage inndongs
this year o share Ina recond
sramd with Cosan and put
the Ausralians ahesd on a
harting-friendly Gabba
pirch.

A the close of the fourth
day. Ausiralla were 48T for
four in reply to Sowth
Africa’s 450, a lead of 37
with Clarke wnconguered
ot 218 and Mike Hussey
beeezing alomg on B, glving
the home team an outslde
chance of victory on
Tuesday's Amal day.

Australia were I some
danger a1 the starn of the
day ar 111 for three amd
tralling the Proteas Ly 339
tuns. But Clarke and Cowan
labd the foundations fod
thedr team's lead with a
record 259-run stand  for
the fourth wicket.

January

He s the highest scomer
i Tesrs this year with 1,000
rans at 111.11 and as
Anstralan capiain s aver-
apinug et G0 with the bar.

His stamd with Cowan
was the highest fourth-
wicket parinership by
Austealia ar the Gabha,
surpisaing Clarke and Mike
Hussey's 245-run effor
agalnst 5 Lanka n 2007

It was also the higgest
fourth-wicket stand by
Ausfralia against South
Afrbea and the fifth biggest
owerall against the Proteas
in Test history:

The parmmership was
only ended by a froeaklsh
run-outl of Cowan for 136
shaortly beafore tea. He bat-
ted for 388 minuwees and hit
18 howndaries.

It was the only wicker
South Africa toeok all day.

The lefi-hander hacked
up too far at the non-
stelker’s end amd was oul
wihen bowler ale Stevn got
his flogers 1 a stinging
Clarke drive and deflecied
thee ball onco the stumps,

It wis Ciwean’s first cen-
tury in his elghth Tes:
match and dispellad
doulis about his Test cre-
dentals after coming lnm

to ram home the sdvan-
LAZE.

The waunted Souwth
African boswling anack was
toothbess ar mmes. Skippes
Graeme Smith, withoat the
services of incapacitated
part-time spinner |P
Dunkny, brought his own
off-gpin Into the anack o
adid varlety,

Drumilny ruptured s
Achilles tesdon while warm-
I dbonwny after Friday's fist
day's play and will be out
firur sk muontha.

The Prodess bowled 22
no-balls with debutant
Rory Kleinvebdr (111 amd
Vernon Philander (8] the
mnxin culprits, o blow o
extras to 34 In the
Aunstrallan inndngs.
SC{YREBOARD
SOUTTH AFRICK: First mnings 450 (Al
147, Arnda Bl Pattinsan 3-93
WUSTRALLE: First irmings (177 for 3

avemight]

(W fun oul | Stean| 136
Wernerc Kalli b Sepn i
Quirey ¢ Stemm b Marked o
Fonling ¢ Kalis b Mok 0
Clarke al ol 118
W Higsey solein i
Exira: fb-11, w-1, ng-121 14
Total: (Foe 4 whis in 121 overs) 487

T bat: Wade, Lyon, Siddle, Paitinm,

Hillensaus
Fail el wrichets: 1-13, 1-30, 340, 4199,
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Roger-Novak
showdown

AFP, Livados

Hoger Federer vemalnsg on
coutse for a seventh ATP
Tour Floals tiile after the
defending champlon
defeared third seed Andy
Murray 7-6 (753), -2 0n
Sunday 1o et up a final
showdoson with Novak
[jokovie.

Federer produced
amother of the supremely
dominant displays he
spems o reserve for this
tournaneent as he crulsed
past Murray in one hour
and 33 minutes at
London's 02 Arena amd
the Swiss great |s now one
win pway froam cormplet-
img a hattrick of tiles at
the prestighous season-
ending event.

Different W1
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[n ome of the rave poslives

for Bamgladesh, perbaps
one of the best examples of
howw much of a world-
beater Shakib can be came
quite recently durng his
subdbme 144 In December
2001 against a formbdable
Pakistan attack. 18 s perfor-
manees ke that the hooee
slde will be hoplng for from
Shakib, whaose left-arm
sptinwill be as important o
the rewm's hopes.

The supportng cast will
be cruclal. Tamim [ghal's
recent purple paich for
Chittagong ks cause for
hope and contributions
from skipper Mushflqur
Hahim and senlor player
Mabmudullah Rivad will
be needed. The bowling
team, led hy Hubel
Hopssain, will have to per-
fiosmme s 4 Lkt

But even then they will
be faced with the mulght of
plavers like Gavle, Marlon
Lamuels and Shlvaearine
Chanderpaul in barting,
while the Bangladesh bats-
men will have 1o comtend
with the guile of mysiery
splnmer Sunkl Narine, the
pace of Fidel Bdwards and
the swing of Havl Rampacil.
[ the fAnal analysks, w
have & competitve series
the Tigers will have 1o play
out of thelr sking while the
vialiors will have o per-
fstm well below potentkal.

Renewed
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the leamie remalns a far

bigger challenge. Sheikh
Hussel and Mohammedan
have proven mentors in

Clarke continued his  the serdes with an average of Bormler o N R W | naruful Haque and Salfil
Aaurishing batting form as 29,86, Steym B 1 W8 1 Bar Tit, whe would want 1o
skipper with his 20th Test Husgey malitained the :r'::f“ *ha i 1a[ig g use all experience and bcal
hundred and his third dou-  momentum with his lively o o ‘r.' 5 W T krusaledhoe o win the title. In
ble century of the year, afier  undefeated 86 off 109 balls, by e the end the tite race maywell
his unbeaten 329 and 210 jolndeg in a rollicking 188- oo s o 3 g | bedecided by the shrewd-
against Indla at home In oo paninershipwith Clarke nessaf these ooachies.
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