First Test begins today

SPORTS REPORTER

Ol _ On paper, the Test series beginning at
Q‘Ijs“"%%%- 9:30 am today between hosts

Bangladesh and the West Indies at the
Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium may seem a good con-
test, being a battle between Test cricket's seventh (West
Indies) and ninth (Bangladesh) ranked teams. That
impression may be further entrenched if Bangladesh's
record against their opponents is considered -- two
draws and two wins from eight matches, their best

returns againstatop team.
But Bangladesh fans will do well to bear in mind that

this is a much-improved West Indies side, and expecta-
tions for this series should be kept on the conservative
side. Even the two victories came against a woefully weak-

ened side.
The West Indies have the clear edge, having an incisive

bowling attack -- always critical in Test cricket -- consist-
ing of spinners and pacemen who can be effective on
most surfaces, while the Tig«ars1 attack is known more for
its inexperience and indiscipline. But where the opposing
camps can be said to be evenly matched is in the quality of

their trump cards -- Chris Gayle and Shakib Al Hasan.
Gayle's return to the West Indies team is one of the

chief factors behind their recent rejuvenation that saw
them sweeping a two-match Test series against New
Zealand athome in July and winning the World Twenty20,
while Shakib's talismanic status for Bangladesh is noth-
ing new for the team's followers. The Magura left-hander
has been in top of the world all-rounder rankings for
quite a while Gayle's name has inspired fear in opposi-

tion bowlers for abitlonger.
SEE PAGE 17 COL 8
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Adoring fans throng to have a glimpse of their favourite cricketer Shakib Al Hasan, who heads off after a practice session at the BCB National
Cricket Academy in Mirpur yesterday on the eve of the first Test between Bangladesh and West Indies.
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Sammy seeks clean sweep We'll play cricket hard

NAIMUL KARIM

Ol _ West Indies cap-
®f SA‘H.‘_-EEEE' tain Darren
Sammy said that

his team was aiming for a better
score-line in this series than they
went away with after their tour last
year. In a press conference held at the
Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket
Stadium yesterday, the visiting cap-

tain stated that the players were
confident and ready for the two-
matchTestseries against Bangladesh

thatbegins today.
“Every year we set targets that we

want to achieve. The last time we
came here, we drew one Test and
won the other one. This year we look
to go one further. In the one-day
series last year we won two and lost
one. We also lost the T20 game. So
we'll look to improve on that,” said
Sammy.

Providing a hint regarding the
visitors' team combination for the
first Test match, the all-rounder
stated that slow left-arm bowler
Verasammy Permaul has a good

Everygear we set targets
that 'iie___wﬂnt to achieve.

t time we came here,
we drew one Test and won

the other one. This year we
look to go one further.ln

the one-day series last
we won two and lost ol
We also lost the T20 game.

chance of playing his first Test. “The
team selection is a little tricky.
There's a combination that we used
in the past, but young Permaul has a
good chance of making his Test

debut. He played here before with
the Academy team and has been

bowling really well,” said Sammy.
Permaul, who toured Bangladesh

in September this year along with the
West Indies High Performance side,
took 12 wickets in the two longer-
version games that he played. He also
performed well in the one-day and
T20 games.

The captain further stated the
importance of the return of Chris
Gayle to the side. Earlier, Bangladesh
captain, Mushfiqur Rahim stated
that they had made separate plans to
counter the left-handed opener, who
on an average has scored close to 60

runs per innings in Tests against

Bangladesh.
“He is the coolest person to bat

with. It's good to have his experience
at the top. The new ball has affected
us in the past so hopefully what he is
doing will continue to be beneficial
to us,” said Sammy. “Our team is
quite balanced. We believe that we
can take 20 wickets in this match

with whatever combination we
SEE PAGE 17 COL 4
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_ The Tigers will
ﬁf SAH,;‘E‘,.R;.%' once again step

bl

out of their com-
fort zone when they take on a new-
lookWest Indies in the first Test of the
two-match series, starting from
today at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium in Mirpur. After almost a
year's break, Mushfiqgur Rahim's
men face the same old challenge of
proving their worth in the longer
version of the game against oppo-
nents who have established them-
selves as a much improved side than
the last time they played here a year
ago, with the return of Chris Gayle

proving particularly inspirational.
Unlike the buzz that surrounds

the lead-up to one-day series, the
lead-up to this Test series has been
quiet. There have however been
whispers doing the rounds in some
circles that the home side may pull
off a surprise, but the reality is that it
is a format which requires a combi-
nation of skill, technique and tem-
perament for success. The millions of
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ard cricket, at the
if the day we will see
what the result is. As long
as we play consistent
cricket it's good. Prewgiously
we couldn't do that.

So this is our basic plam,
he added. v

cricket lovers in the country would
be happy if the Tigers can put
together a string of decent perfor-
mances through the series rather
than some sporadic shows of indi-

vidual brilliance which they have
been doing since their elevation to

the top flight twelve years ago.
And as usual, Bangladesh captain

Mushfigur Rahim demonstrated his
confidence while talking at the pre-
match conference yesterday,
although he was well aware of the
size of the challenge of playing Test
cricket after such a long gap. One
might have thought that two rounds
of National Cricket League (NCL)
matches and some practice sessions
could in no way be adequate prepa-
ration, but skipper Mushfiqur was
not at all unhappy with the prepara-
tion and he hoped that his team is
mentally ready and prepared to fight

in the series.
“Obviously this is a big challenge

because we are playing Test cricket
atter a long time, but preparation-
wise we haven't prepared very badly
or very well. We have prepared for a
long time, based on the last few days
of practice | hope that everybody is
mentally prepared and ready to go,”

said the wicketkeeper-batsman.
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

National
A chess

SPORTS REPORTER

IM Minhazuddin Ahmed
Sagar took solo lead in the
Healthcare
Pharmaceuticals Ltd 38th
National A Chess
Championship after over-
night leader GM Reetat
Bin Sattar lost to holder
GM Ziaur Rahman in the
fifth round at the Media
Center of Bangladesh
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SPORTS REPORTER innings with four more wickets in the

N Khulna skipper BeonC. ; : ;
Reigning champions Rajshahi defeated
= G#WALTON ﬂ.hc!ur Razzak Rangpur by 224 runs at the Rangpur
S /140 g ratOr finished the (yjcker Garden as Saqlain Sajib returned
from his injury with a four-wicket haul to
inspire his team. The game at the Sylhet

Olympic Association yes-

terday.
Sagar beat

Mahtabuddin Ahmed to
secure 4.5 points from five
matches while Reefat on
with previous four points

~ - match with
figures of 13 for 112 as he led his team to a
mammoth 299-run victory over

ftor losing to Zia. Reefat ‘ ' ..‘_‘_‘_' ; stadium featured another one-sided affair
;‘ er E&S;ﬁg hla-_ eefat, | | S Chittagong at the Shaheed Chandu g 4.0 visitors ended their second innings
ia an ebraj .. . Stadium in Bogra on the fourth and final = (i}, 1 Jead of just one run. Sylhet's Imtiaz

Chatterjee shared the
third position with four
points each.

day of the third round of the National
Cricket League (NCL) yesterday. He fol-
lowed his nine-wicket haul in the first

Hossain smashed a six to win the game by

West Indies' explosive batsman Chris Gayle cuts an imposing figure during the team's practice session at the itk

Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday. PHOTO: STAR
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