Shakib wins
award, misses
yractice

SPORTS REPORTER

Shakib Al Hasan was sup-
posed to train with the
eam yesterday ahead of
he first Test, starting from
omorrow, against West
Indies but the inspira-
ional Tigers all-rounder
had to skip it to attend a
eception organised by
he youth wing ot the
uling party.
Bangladesh Awami
ubo League honoured
eight youths, Shakib being
one of them, during its
10th founding anniversary
at the Bangabandhu
International Conference
_entre in the capital yes-
erday for their achieve-
ments in respective fields.
“He (Shakib Al Hasan)
ook permission from the
oard to attend this
programme and because
of that missed the training
in the morning session
ut later practiced indi-
idually atter returning
from the function,”
informed team operations
manager Tanjeeb Ahsan
Saad.
There is nothing wrong
in attending such a
programme, especially
hen the Prime Minister
graced it and handed over
1€ crests to the achievers,
ut the question was raised
ith the timing. It hap-
pened with just two days
0 go to a very important
assignment, which is why
verybody was surprised
o see that Shakib was
SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

oy's fine
aived

PORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Football
ederation has decided to
vaive the 50,000 taka fine
slapped on Team BJMC
irector and BFF's senior
rice-president Arif Khan
oy following his appeal
tor waiver. The appeal
committee of football's
overning body took the
decision in its meeting on
Saturday but retained the
suspended ban of one
year.
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Law set to be new
0z batting coach

'Not playing is no excuse'

SPORTS REPORTER
Shahriar Nafees hasn't
represented

Q' { Bangladesh for almost
a year. The former national vice-captain
spent most of his time playing for the A
team in various tournaments this season.
His return to the Test side for this series
was based mainly on his performance in
the last Test series that Bangladesh played
against Pakistan.

While Bangladesh did go on to lose that
game by seven wickets, Nafees's 97 pro-
vided some respectability to the home
side's total. However, ever since then, the
left-handed batsman's career took a U-
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turn for the worse. He wasn't selected for
the Asia Cup squad, neither was he amem-
ber of the World Twenty20 squad. Despite
the long gap from international cricket,
Nafees was confident of making a good
comeback.

“Not playing cricket for over a year is
frustrating no doubt. But I don't want that
to be an excuse. If I don't play well now,
people won't notice that I didn't play for a
year. If I do perform they'll praise me and
that's what matters. We just have to play
well in this series and make use of this
series,” said Nafees. The batsman further
stated that the fact that he has had to fight
his way into the team and there's compe-
tition, is in itself a 'positive sign' for

Bangladeshi cricket.
He however acknowledged that

Bangladesh could have made a lot more
progress it the team was more involved in
the longer version of the game. “We
played well against the West Indies last
year and against Pakistan a bunch of us
had good individual performances. It
obviously would have been great if we
played more, but unfortunately, we don't
control the FTP (Future Tours

Programme).”
The batsman recently hit the head-

lines when he came under the board's
scrutiny for behavioural misconduct
while he was on tour with the A team in
India in August. What followed was a

warning from the board for the left-
hander. Nafees however believed that
bygones were bygones and merely
wanted to focus on the present.

“I have crossed that phase long ago.
The issue was resolved and I have played
for Bangladesh A after that. What matters
is that I am playing for Bangladesh once
againand lhopetodowell,” said Nafees.

Acknowledging the West Indies team's
strength, the batsman stated that there
wasn't any scope for targeting 'any one
player'. “The entire West Indian team is
doing well. We can't individually identify
them and underestimate the others. We
have to take everyone seriously and keep
our focus.”
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Playing
cricket
in Bang-

Metro win in a canter

Bogra, the day finished with Khulna
holding the upper hand against
Chittagong, who ended the day on 40

SPORTS REPORTER

D haka
@wm-ru" Metro won
;b Refrigerator their first
T National Cricket League'2

game of the
National Cricket League (NCL) as they
romped past Barisal by seven wickets
yesterday at the MA Aziz Stadium in
Chittagong on the third day of the
third round of the NCL. A poor reply
by Barisal in their second innings and
an aggressive half-century by Metro's
Shamsur Rahman led to the quick
finish. The rest of the games in this
round, unlike the previous two

rounds, are headed forresults.
At the Shaheed Chandu Stadum in
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as one of the
eight young
achievers

at the
Bangabandhu
International
Conference
Centre
yesterday.
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for 3 in pursuit of 453. The day
belonged to Khulna's Anamul Haque

SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

ladesh is nothing new for
West Indies pacer Ravi
Rampaul. His tryst with
Dhaka began in the early
2000s when he first arrived
here for an under-19 stint.
He was also a member of
the team that defeated

Bangladesh last year.
While his performance

in that series didn't throw
up too many talking points -
- he took one wicket in the
first match and was
replaced by Kemar Roach in :
the second -- the bowler's B — .
potential to change the RAVI RAMPAUL

scenario of the game has never been doubted.

Competing against the likes of Roach, Tino Best and
Fidel Edwards kept Rampaul in and out of the Test side in
the last few games, but his knack of adjusting to the slow
conditions here in Mirpur gives him an edge over the
other pacers. Roach's unavailability through injury
places a greater onus on Rampaul to lead the attack.

“It's too early to tell how the wicket will play, but from
my past experience, | can say that it might be slow and
that it will help the spinners. It's basically a wicket where
you will have to use your variations to pick wickets,” said
Rampaul during a press conference at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday. The bowler also
stated the importance of sticking to the basics and bowl-
ing the right line in such conditions. “It's too early to tell
how the wicket will play, we have some good, quick fast
bowlers who can bowl 90 miles an hour, and if we put the

ballin the right areas we will dowell,” added the bowler.
Rampaul's bowling career has a page from Bangladesh

pacer Mashrafe Bin Mortaza's life story. The West Indian
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

Hockey team
leave for India
tomorrow

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh national
hockey team will leave
here for India tomorrow to
take part in two separate
tournaments in New Delhi
as part of their prepara-
tion for next February's
World Hockey League
(Round-2) which will also

be held in the same city.
Striker Pushkor Khisa

Mimo has returned to the
18-member fold while
young striker Moinul
Islam Kaushik, the highest
scorer of last season, has
been excluded from the
team, which will first play
in the Nehru Cup (Nov 14-
25) and then Lal Bahadur
Shastri Hockey
Tournament (Nov 25 -
Bangladesh have been
given direct entry from
the second round in both

tournaments.
Coach Mahbub Haroon

wants to ascertain the
right combination and
identify the loopholes
before the World Hockey
League through experi-
menting in these tourna-
ments even through he
wants to put up a good

performance.
“Even though the club

sides are taking part in
these tournaments, It will
be tough to become cham-
pions because those club
sides are almost as good

as the national team of
SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

Div I football

SPORTS REPORTER

Dhaka Wanderers Club
defeated Mahakhali
Ekadash 2-0 in the lone
match of the Popular Life
Insurance Senior Division
Football League at the
Birshreshtha Mostafa
Kamal Stadium in
Kamalapur yesterday.
Shahadat Hossain Opu
gave Wanderers the lead
in the 8th minute of the
match before Alex made it
2-0 20 minutes later.
Youngmen's Fakirerpool
Club will take on Sunrise
SC in today's match at the
same venue.
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