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NOT FUNNY,
ANYWAY

Even though the High Court issued a set of eight directives to protect the dignity
and sanctity of the Central Shaheed Minar a few years ago, things have not
changed much. A series of photos taken recently shows littering, posters on the
wall, and a homeless family having lunch there. A tourist couple who had gone
to see the monument built to commemorate the supreme sacrifice of the people
of this country for their mother tongue are pestered by urchins. The behaviour of

the children forces them to leave.

PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

Chevron in
sticky stew

Faces $19b asset
freeze order in
Argentina over
Amazon pollution
REUTERS, Buenos Aires

Two Chevron subsidiaries
on Friday appealed a
freeze on up to $19 billion
worth of the company's
assets in Argentina, part of
an environmental lawsuit
by Ecuadorean villagers
that has spanned two
decades and several coun-

tries.
The subsidiaries,

Chevron Argentina and
Ing. Norberto Priu, argued
that they are not directly
owned by Chevron Corp
which was the target of
the litigation in Ecuador.
"Chevron Corp, the sole
judgment debtor, has no
SEE PAGE 5 COL 6

Prioritise science

action plan

Neglect to scientists, researchers lamented
at The Baily Star roundtable

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has to promote scientific
research and popularise science studies
by offering rewarding career to students to
achieve faster economic growth, said
leading scientists and researchers at a

discussion yesterday.
The Daily Star organised the discussion

at The Daily Star Centre on implementa-
tion of the recently-made National

Science and Technology Action Plan.
The action plan, gazette-notified last

month, contains 11 strategic areas and
246 actions for the development and
advancement of science and technology
while the National Science and
Technology Policy of 1986 was updated
lastyear.

In yvesterday's discussion, Prof Ahmed
Ismail Mustafa, chairman of Bangladesh
Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research (BCSIR), said scientists had
totally been neglected in Bangladesh
although the country's poverty alleviation
depended much on their financial
wellbeing and autonomy of research
institutes.

He said despite being an autonomous
body and mandated to invent technolo-
gies forindustrialisation, the BCSIR had to
seek ministerial endorsement for all deci-
sions, even for a scientist's visit abroad.

The interest in science education
sharply declined in the country, as com-
merce studies had become much reward-
ing, said Prof Ahmed, adding that job

SEE PAGE 19 COL 5
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Belarus PM
due today

DiPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Expansion of trade and
investment, and coopera-
tion in agriculture, indus-
try, defence and education
will figure prominently in
the dialogues during
Belarusian Prime Minister
Mikhail Myasnikovich's
three-day visit to
Bangladesh, beginning
today.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

FREE, FAIR POLLS

Sit together,
sOrt 1t out

Seminar presses major parties
for consensus, strong EC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a seminar yesterday stressed the need for
political consensus and strengthening of the Election
Commission (EC) to hold a free and fair parliamentary

election and avoiding any political violence.
The major political parties have to sit together in a

dialogue to determine the system of government for the
election period to overcome the ongoing political crisis,
they said. The seminar focused on the verdict relating to
the 13th amendment and political crisis at the Supreme

Court Bar Association (SCBA) auditorium in the capital.
Veteran journalist ABM Musa, however, expressed his

fear that the ongoing political crisis, which was created
over constituting the election-period government,

would not be resolved withoutviolence.
All political problems of Bangladesh had been solved

in the paston the streets and after violence, he said.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 5
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ONLINE POLL
Do you agree with AL Leader Syed
Ashraful Islam that the Jamaat-e-
Islami and Islami Chhatra Shibir
resorted to violence and attacked
the police with the help of BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia?

Yo EE— (62%)
W o m— (37%)
® No Comments! (1%)

TOTAL VOTES: 581

TODAY S5 POLL

Do you think it was justified for BNP

Chairperson Khaleda Zia to blame

government forces and associate
bodies of the ruling Awami League
for the September violence in Cox's

Bazar and Chittagong?
PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net
YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT

\ facebook.com/dailystarnews F,

PRAYER TIMING

November 11
Azan Jamaat

12-45 1-15
Asr 3-45 4-00
Maghrib 5-22 5-25

Esha 7-00 7-30

Source:
Islamic Foundation

Malala Day
Nov 10

AGENCIES

World observed
November 10 as
‘Malala Day' in hon-
our of Pakistani child
activist Malala
Yousatzai who was
shot by the Taliban
for her fight for girls

education.
UN secretary

general’s special
envoy for global
education Gordon
Brown has said the
day would be com-
memorated in sup-
port of the 14 year
old and the 32 mil-
lion girls like her

around the globe
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

CTG 8 MURDER

Interpol arrests
convicted Shibir
cadre in India

STAR REPORT

Interpol has arrested in India a
Bangladeshi fugitive convicted
of murdering eight people in
Chittagongin 2000,

An activist of Islami Chhatra
Shibir, Sazzad Hossain, 33, was
convicted of shooting dead the
eight. Of the victims, seven
were members of the
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), an associate body of the
ruling Awami League.

The Interpol branch of
India's Central Bureau of
Investigation detained him at
Amritsar airport in Punjab on
Thursday when he was about to
flee to Dubai with fake travel

documents, reports our New Delhi correspondent.

Sazzad is nowin police custody in New Delhi.

India has informed Bangladesh of his arrest and
sought details of the eight-murder case.
Bangladesh government makes a formal request, India
will definitely hand over the arrestee to them, a highly-
placed source told The Daily Star yesterday.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

Sazzad Hussaln

27 killed in
Sri Lanka's
prison riot

AGENCIES

At least 27 people were
killed and a senior police
officer seriously wounded
in a gunfight in Sri Lanka's
biggest prison that began
when police came under
fire from inmates, officials

and police said yesterday.
The army brought the

violence under control
before dawn and freed
statf held hostage at the
Welikada prison in the
capital Colombo, jail offi-
cials and military said.
Twenty seven people
have been confirmed
dead, prisons minister
Chandrasiri Gajadeera
told parliament. The gun-
fight also injured 59 peo-
ple including the head of
the Special Task Force
(STF), deputy inspector-
general R M Ranawana.
Friday's violence was
the worst prison riot in Sri
Lanka since July 1983
when more than 50 ethnic

Tamil prisoners were
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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