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Fast bowler Rubel Hossain on his delivery stride during a practice session of the national team at the Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday. The paceman made it to the Test squad against West Indies after
recovering from a shoulder injury which kept him out of play for almost seven months.

SPORTS REPORTER
_Junaed Siddique's
m § ,_-,._,,. s hattlng career has
=" followed the path of a
number of other Bangladeshi batsmen.
When in song, the top-order batsman
flayed some of the world's best bowlers to
the different corners of the park. There
were even times when he displayed sheer
grit while batting in tough conditions.
However, his lack of consistency more

often than not, got the better of him.
The top-order batsman,

who is aiming to make a
return to the Test fold after
nearly two years, was seen
hitting in the nets during
the Tigers' practice session
at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Cricket Stadium

yesterday.
His 181 against Rajshahi

in the second match of the
national cricket league
propelled his changes of
making the team as the
national selectors were
struggling to find a partner
for Tamim Igbal at the top of the batting

order.
“Itfeels good to make the 15-man team.

[ played a few good innings in Test cricket
before and the century in the NCL has
definitely given me a much-needed

boost,” said Junaed.
“There are very few opportunities in

Test cricket, especially for us. And [ want

to make the most ofit,” he added.
While he played a fine knock in his last

JUNAED SIDDIQUE

On a comeback trail

innings in the NCL, he however, struggled
to score (19 and 4) in the first match of the
league, which incidentally took place at

the Sher-e-Bangla.
“The wicket that we played on during

the league was quite uneven. Personally, |
don't think that was a wicket that would
suit international cricket,” explained

Junaed.
With Bangladesh entering the Test

arena after playing the shorter versions of
the game for almost a year, the question
would be as to how much they have pro-
gressed in this format of
the game. According to
Junaed, it all depends on
teamwork and the 'right

focus.
“We can't win a Test

match just because of
Shakib or any other indi-
vidual brilliance. The play-
ers need to take it session
by session. We lost five
wickets in one session in a
game against India after a
good start some time back.
We have to ensure that
these things don'treoccur,” said Junaed.
Another player, who has literally
changed his entire batting approach to
make the Test team, is Naeem [slam. The
Gaibandha-based cricketer, who last
represented the national fold in a one day
international against Pakistan in
December last year, made his way into the

team after a series of gritty performances.
The all-rounder scored two centuries

in the two games that he played in the
SEE PAGE 17 COL 4
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Rain ruins
Siddikur's
day

SPORTS REPORTER

Siddikur Rahman couldn't
take the field on the sec-
ond day of Barclays
Singapore Open as
inclement weather heavily
disrupted the day's play.
The Bangladeshi golfer,
who was in joint 115 th
position with a 4-over-par
first round score and look-
ing at a probable ouster,
will begin his second

round today, weather
SEE PAGE 17 COL 4

Reefat,
Mostafa
on top

SPORTS REPORTER

Grandmaster Reefat Bin
Sattar and Golam Mostafa
Bhuiyan shared the lead
in the Healthcare
Pharmaceuticals Ltd 38th
National A Chess
Championship at the
close of the second round
at the Media Centre of the
Bangladesh Olympic
Association yesterday.
Reefat defeated

Mahtabuddin Ahmed
SEE PAGE 17 COL 5

Myshukur hogs the limelight
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SPORTS REPORTER

RAJSHAHI:

At the Shaheed Chandu Stadium in Bogra, a strong

Ramos loves
bull ﬁghti'n_g_

SPORTS REPORTER

Aminul Islam Bulbul still recalls, not without trepida-
tion, the hot flash of anger that he experienced when
seated beside the West Indian Gordon Greenidge
during a press confer-

encein 1999.
Greenidge, then the

coach of a Bangladesh
side taking their
nascent steps into
world cricket had pub-
licly remarked that the
impending Test status
was too early for
Bangladesh. “I felt a
surge of fury,” recalls
Islam when contacted
at his current residence
in China. “I felt he
[Greenidge]| was
wrong.” -
Understandably
then, those comments
would prove to be the

Greenidge whose stint
with Bangladesh would
end in acrimonious circumstances. It seemed that
the West Indian was the lone warning voice amongst
a surge of euphoria that eventually saw Bangladesh
join the ranks of the cricketing elite by appearing in
their first Test match on November 10, 2000.

Bangladesh captain Naimur Rahman (L) shaking hands
with his India counterpart Sourav Ganguly at the start of
beginningofthe endfor the historic first Test match for Bangladesh at the
Banga-bandhu National Stadium on Novermber 10, 2000.

Bangladesh scored 400
in the first innings against
India with Islam’s sparkling
145 seemingly the pertect
riposte to the scathing
words of Greenidge. lt seemed, that Bangladesh were
here to stay.

BANGLADESH IN TESTS

Played: 73; Won: 3
Lost: 63: Draw: 7

Exactly twelve years
on to that memorable
day, the words of
Greenidge hang like an
albatross around the
neck of Bangladesh
cricket and even Islam
1s not loathe to admit
that the West Indian

might have had a point.
“l think the rankings

tell the whole story,”
says a despondent
Islam. It does too, for
the statistics prove grim
reading. Bangladesh
have played 73 Test
matches, they have lost
63 and won just 3
games, two of which
ironically came against
a depleted West Indies
side while the other
came againsta Zimbabwe in crisis.

“Our good performances have been sporadic, no
way have we shown the consistency that can be

demanded ofa properTestteam,” admits Islam.

The story of Bangladesh's Test cricket then, is
SEE PAGE 17 COL 5
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Human Resources Division

Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited

Head Office, 40 Dilkusha, C/A, Dhaka

Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited, the first ever Shari’ah based Bank in
South East Asia, the only Bank from Bangladesh recognized among the 1000 best

Banks of the world, achieving many prestigious Local & Global Awards for its
outstanding performance towards ethical banking, economic advancement/prosperity,
employment generation, expediting socio-economic upliftment of the country
including 1st position by ICAB for Good Governance & Corporate Culture for the

Salary & Allowances :

The selected candidates shall be on
probation for a period of 6 (six) months

with consolidated pay Tk. 18,200/-
only per month. On successful completion
of probation period the candidates will
be confirmed in the service as per existing

year 2011 and a leading Private Commercial Bank of the country having wide IT
based branch network at home and affiliations abroad with an excellent working
environment 1s looking for committed, self-driven, active, young, energetic &
talented Bangladeshi citizens with the requisite qualifications for appointment in the

post of Assistant Officer Grade -111 of the Bank.

Educational Qualification :

Minimum Graduation or equivalent with 6
points or minimum total GPA-6.50 upto
Graduation or equivalent.

Candidates having 3rd Division/Class in any
examination or below GPA 2.00 in SSC &
HSC or equivalent and below GPA 2.50 in

batting display helped Khulna to cross the 400-mark on
the opening day against Chittagong thanks to some late
hitting from Ziaur Rahman and Dollar
Mahmud while Dhaka Metro and Barisal
shared the honour on the opening day at
the MA Aziz Stadium in Chittagong.
SYLHET vDHAKA
Sylhet took control of the match yesterday
following Dhaka's batting collapse.. Rajin
Saleh (17) and Alok Kapali (38) kept their
cool as Sylhet recovered from an early hic-
cup to finish the day on 92 for three, eight
runs ahead from their opponents.

Earlier Nazmul Hossain picked up two
wickets besides Taposh's six-wicket haul as

SEE PAGE 17 COL 1 |

Graduation or equivalent need not apply.

Taposh Baishya and Myshukur norms of the Bank.
=) $OWALTON Rahman hogged the spotlight
e . Refrigerator ON the first day of -
- /T vocattemat (o third round
matches of the National Cricket League at
different venues across the country yester-
day.

Dhaka made the lowest score of 84 runs
in this season against Sylhet as discarded
paceman Taposh grabbed six wickets for 37
runs at the Sylhet Divisional Stadium while
Myshukur scored a hundred. But his effort
was not good enough for Rajshahi to putup
an impressive total on the board against

Rangpur at the Rangpur Cricket Garden.

Preference will be given to the candidates of following Districts :

Dhaka, Narsingdi, Gazipur, Narayanganj, Munshiganj, Manikganj, Chittagong, Cox’s Bazar,
Rangamati, Khagrachari, Bandarban, Comilla, Brahmanbaria, Chandpur, Laxmipur, Noakhali,
Feni, Sunamganj, Moulvibazar, Sylhet & Hobigan;.

For detailed terms & conditions and application procedures
please visit our website : career.islamibankbd.com

Executive Vice President

Islami Bank My Bank

TAPOSH BAISHYA...6 for 37



