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UK to end
financial aid :
to India

AFP, London

Britain will stop all aid to -
India in 2015 and the assis- -
tance budget will be . pqy 1 —
reduced by around £200 :
. Asking partymen to gear up for the
- next Lok Sabha polls, Congress presi-
- dent Sonia Gandhi accused its oppo-
- nents of attempting to grab power at

Justine Greening, who : any cost and called for an aggressive

visited Britain's former : response to their

. ganda”.
week, said the move recog- -

million ($320 million) until
then, the international
development minister said
yesterday.

colony for talks earlier this

nises India's "changing
place in the world".
The UK's financial sup-

economies,

Conservative MPs amid
suggestions that funding
had ended up supporting
prestige projects such as
India’s space programme.

City

Congress patience wears

thin in India

- Sonia accuses oppos;tzon of trymg o grab power

"false propa-

Congress has been facing a bar-

- rage of attacks from the opposition
. over corruption targeting the top

. brass which includes Sonia Gandhi,

port to India, one of the : her son Rahul Gandhi,

world's fastest-growing : Minister Manmohan Singh and top

has been a : ministers.

cause of concern among .

Prime

Noting that about 18 months were

- left for the next parliamentary polls,
- Gandhi told a "dialogue meeeting" of
- top party leaders including Prime
- Minister Manmohan Singh here that
- the party should strive hard to meet

the challenge.
Gandhi, who is also the UPA chair-

person, said that though "we are
facing very difficult challenges", it is
a fact that "we have a record of excel-
lent achievements in the past eight
years and we are proud of our com-
mitment to the interest of the com-
mon man. This commitment is our

dharma.”
She said that the party-led govern-

andlaws".

formation on political,
policyissues,” she said.

said,

(CWC) members and permanent
invitees to CWC.

:India will not
- backtrack on

reforms

- AFP, New Delhi

. India will abide by a con-
. troversial decision to open

- retail and other sectors to
ment has changed the face of India : . e
. wider foreign investment,
through "unparalleled programmes : s e
. the country's trade minis-

; . . ter promised delegates at
Our detractors and the opposi- . P : 5 .
: ; . .- an international financial
tion are bent upon spreading disin- .

. conference Thursday.
moral and ;

"What we have done is

. irreversible -- what is cast

"We have to respond aggressively : in stone cannot be set

to their false propaganda. We know ! aside:"

that in reality their intention is to : Anand Sharma ‘told the

grab power at any cost, notwith- : World Economic Forum.

standing the fact that their greed -

could weaken democracy, equality, : ggyernment has approved

sovereignty and secular values,” she ! ryles inviting more foreign

. investment in the retail,

Gandhi was addressing the day- . broadcasting and aviation

long meeting of Congress top brass, : gectors.

including cabinet ministers, minis- : has also proposed higher

ters of state with independent : gyerseas ownership levels

charge, congress working committee ; jn the under-capitalised
. insurance and pension

- industries.

trade minister

Since September, the

The government
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STATEHOOD BID AT UN
Palestinians unveil

resolution

AFP, United Nations

Palestinian envoys on Thursday unveiled the resolution
they hope will give them observer membership of the
United Nations but held back from setting a date for a

vote.
With the United States firmly against the move, and

President Barack Obama's new administration still con-
sidering its next move in Middle East peace eftorts, Arab
League foreign ministers are to discuss the resolution

nextweek, diplomats said.
The Palestine mission to the United Nations sent a

letter to UN members with its proposed resolution saying
itwould be put to the 193 member UN General Assembly

"atadateto be announced in the near future.”
The resolution would call on the assembly to accord

observe membership and urge the 15-nation UN
Security Council to "consider tavorably” an application

for full membership made last year by President
Mahmud Abbas.
The United States has blocked the full membership

bid, threatening to use a veto at the Security Council,
which must approve any full application. It cannot hold
up any bid for observer membership at the General
Assembly.

Australia to sign up for Kyoto 2

AFP, Sydney

Key greenhouse gas emitter Australia yesterday
said it will sign up for a second round of the Kyoto
Protocol environmental protection treaty, but

New Zealand opted out.
Climate Minister Greg Combet made the

announcement in a speech to a carbon expo,
saying: "Australia is ready to join a second com-

mitment period of the Kyoto Protocol."
So far, only the European Union and several

smaller economies have signalled a willingness
to agree to asecond round of pledges.

WikiLeaks suspect offers guilty plea

AFP, Washington

A US soldier accused of leaking a trove of secret
files to WikiLeaks has offered to plead guilty to
some butnot all of the charges he faces in a pend-
ing court-martial, his defense lawyer said.
Bradley Manning, 24, "is not pleading guilty to
the specifications as charged by the
Government,” his attorney, David Coombs wrote

on his blogonWednesday.
By making the offer, Manning indicated he was

ready to plead guilty to passing government
information to WikiLeaks, though it was unclear
if he would admit to passing all the files cited by
prosecutors.

Israel enemy No 1: Sudan

AFP, Khartoum

A tired but healthy-looking Sudanese President
Omar al-Bashir appeared on television Thursday
after aminor operation, calling Israel "enemy num-

berone” in areturnto his typical fieryrhetoric.
"Israel is our enemy, our number one enemy,

and we will continue calling Israel our enemy," he
said in a voice which sounded normal.

Rafsanjani's son accused of spying

AFP, Tehran

The jailed son of Iran's former president Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani has been accused of spying,

the Fars news agency reported on Thursday.
Quoting an unnamed informed source, the

agency said that Mehdi Hashemi has been
accused "ot spying and of having provided sensi-

tive information to foreigners."
His sister, Faezeh Hashemi, was also detained

and jailed for "propaganda against the regime" in
line with a court decision earlier this year.

Putin replaces Russia army chief

AFP, Moscow

President Vladimir Putin vyesterday replaced
Russia's army chief of staff with a veteran com-
mander from the second Chechnya war, in a
shake-up of the military after the sacking of the

defence minister.
Army chief of staff Nikolai Makarov has been

replaced by General Valery Gerasimov, a com-
mander from the second Chechnya war, Putin
announced days after the sacking of defence
minister Anatoly Serdyukov in a graft scandal.

US senator shooter gets life

CNN ONLINE

Gabrielle "Gabby" Giffords stood next to her
husband in court Thursday as he spoke directly to
Jared Loughner, the Arizona man who tried to
assassinate the then-congresswoman in a

January 2011 shooting.
Giffords was seriously wounded when

Loughner walked up and shot her in the head
during her meet-and-greet event with constitu-
ents outside a Tucson grocery store on January 8,
2011. A tederal judge, a congressional aide and

'Asean declaration falls
short on human rights'

STAR DESK

The United Nations High Commissioner tfor Human
Rights, Navi Pillay, yesterday said drafts of the Asean
Declaration of Human Rights may not meet interna-
tional human rights standards.

Pillay said the Declaration should be postponed,
because of the inadequate involvement of civil society
and other stakeholders in the drafting ot the Declaration.

She said the document places restrictions in the name
of "regional and national particularities”, and creates
requirements such as the balancing of rights and duties.

"They have to adhere to the universal standards
adopted by all states under the UN charter,” Pillay told
Radio Australia's Asia Pacific at the close of the Bali
Democracy Forum.

Pillay also said she met with Burma's Deputy Foreign
Minister at the Forum to discuss the human rights situa-
tion in Rakhine state.

"[I] urged that Myanmar should show more concern
for the suffering and loss of life in the communities
impacted by the violence there,” she said.

"If the communal violence is not resolved it can
undermine the reform process in Myanmar.

"One of the underlying causes of the violence since
June between communities in Rakhine state is the
endemic discrimination against the 800,000 Rohingya."

AFP, Bangkok

Rohingya Muslims’ statelessness is at the #E
heart of bloody unrest that has torn K
through western Myanmar, but experts
say the regime is unlikely to risk public ire

by lifting them from citizenship limbo.
Rakhine state remains explosively tense

after being convulsed by two major out-
breaks of fighting involving Buddhist and |
Muslim communities since June that have o

left 180 dead and more than 110,000, SAVE R
mainly Rohingya, crammed into makeshitt

camps.
Local authorities told AFP on Wednesday they have

begun a process of veritying the nationality of all the
state's Muslims, amid widespread calls for those deemed
"illegal” to be sent to a third country.

The precise goal of the survey was unclear.

With some 800,000 stateless Rohingya in Rakhine, the
reformist government is under pressure to give them a
legal status as it comes under international scrutiny with
warnings that the contlict threatens its democratic tran-
sition.

"We would like the problems, the unresolved prob-
lems of the status of the Rohingya people, to be
addressed by the leaders in Burma across politics,” said
Britain's Foreign Minister William Hague on Monday,

Rohingya c1tlzensh1pm legal limbo

using Myanmar's former name.
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““---.. b Y IS The Rohingya, considered by the
A& "', United Nations to be one of the most per-
secuted minorities on the planet, are seen
by the government and many Burmese as
illegal immigrants from neighbouring

>

!
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& Bangladesh.
Observers said the extreme level of
b hnstilit}r against the Rohingya in main-

stream public opinion is likely to further
inhibit any government efforts at wide-
spread naturalisation, particularly as the
country prepares tfor 2015 elections.

"The government could face a popular
backlash if they unilaterally granted citizenship to the
Rohingya,” said Myanmar expert Nicholas Farelly at
Australian National University.

The opposition, led by democracy champion Aung
San Suu Kyi, has also disappointed international sup-
porters by failing to speak up on behalf of the Rohingya,
with many suggesting suspected concerns over the polls.

A 1982 law enshrines the citizenship of Myanmar's
officially-recognised ethnic groups.

But the Rohingya were excluded, despite their claims
to have met the criteria of having ancestors in the country
before 1823, the date of the first Anglo-Burmese war and a
benchmark before a colonial relationship that saw a flood
of new arrivals into the country from south Asia.

Obama warns
must rise on

AFP, Washington

US President Barack Obama vesterday
claimed a mandate to raise taxes on the
rich to pay for deficit reductions, firing his
first post-election shot in a year-end bud-

get showdown with Republicans.
"We can'tjustcut ourway to prosperity. If

we are serious about reducing the deficit, we
have to combine spending cuts with reve-
nue, and that means asking the wealthiest
Americans to pay a little more in taxes,” he
said.

The president also announced in a
punchy, televised White House statement,
his first public appearance since his elec-
tion night address, that he would call top
Republican and Democratic leaders to the
White House next week.

The talks will focus on averting the so-
called "fiscal cliff" -- a catastrophic blend
of automatic tax rises and harsh spending

approach.”

do that.”

cuts due to come into force on January 1,
which could cause a new recession.
Obama signaled a willingness to com-
promise on the details of a deficit reduc-
tion plan, but he made clear that his bot-
tom line principle involved rejecting the
Republicans’ flat refusal to raise any taxes.
"This was a central question during the
election, it was debated over and over
again. On Tuesday night, we found that
the majority of Americans agree with my

"l want to be clear. 'm not wedded to
every detail of my plan. I'm open to com-
promise. I'm open to new ideas. [ refuse to
acceptanyapproach thatisn'tbalanced.

"I'm not going to ask students and
seniors and middle class families to pay
down the entire deficit while people like
me making over $250,000 aren't asked to
pay a dime more in taxes. I'm not going to

Iran fired on
US drone in
Gulf: US

AFP, Washington

taxes

The Pentagon revealed
Thursday that two Iranian
fighter jets fired on an
unarmed US Predator
drone in the Gulf last week
but the aircratt was not hit,
in an incident that under-
scored tensions in the
region.

The incident occurred
on November 1 -- less than
a week before America's
presidential election -- but
the Pentagon kept it quiet
until reports of the con-

frontation leaked out.
It was unclear whether

the Iranians intended to
warn off the unmanned
drone.

Anglicans elect
new leader

AFP, London

Former oil executive Justin Welby
was yesterday named as the next
Archbishop of Canterbury, the spiri-
tual head of the world's Anglicans, in
a move aimed at healing schisms

over gay and female bishops.
Welby, 56, who only became the

Bishop of Durham a year ago, said the announcement by
British Prime Minister David Cameron's Downing Street

office was "astonishing and exciting".
He will replace Rowan Williams, who will retire in

January after a decade spent battling divisions in the

worldwide Anglican of around 80 million people.
Welby would be enthroned as archbishop in

Canterbury Cathedral, in southeastern England, on
March 21, 2013, the Archbishop of Canterbury's official

office said in a statement.
Welby worked in the oil industry for 11 years before

leaving to train for the Anglican priesthood and was first
ordained as a deacon in 1992. "I was unable to get away
from asense of God calling," he said in an interview.

Obama set to recast cabinet

FROM PAGE 20
IJN ambassador Susan

Rice, who has been close to

A report in Russia's
Kommersant newspaper

the Senate after the presi-
dential inauguration in

spending reductions are
factored in to the

Obama tfor years, has long
been seen as a likely
replacement for Hillary at
the State Department,
despite being caught up in
the furor over the raid in
the US consulate in

Benghazi.
Another possible con-

tender is John Kerry, chair-
man of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee,
whose stock rose with
Obama aftter he played
Republican nominee Mitt
Romney in practice runs
for the recent presidential

debates.
Rice would be the sec-

ond African American
woman in the job after
Condoleezza Rice, to
whom she is not related.

Thursday said that
Moscow, with whom Rice
has clashed heatedly over
Syria, would prefer to see
Kerry getthe job, at a sensi-
tive time between Obama
and restored President

Vladimir Putin.
Kerry would have to step

down from the Senate,
however, and there is con-
cern that his
Massachusetts berth
could fall prey to
Republican Scott Brown,
who lost a race with
Democrat Elizabeth
Warren for the state's other

Senate seat.
White House sources

said that the usual timeta-
ble for replacing cabinet
members -- in plenty of
time for confirmation by

January -- could slip this

time.
Geithner and Panetta are

key figures in the year-end
budget and tax showdown
looming with
Republicans, and may not
move on until the so called
"fiscal cliff" drama is

resolved.
Some insiders talk about

White House chief of staff

Jacob Lew, himself a bud-
get specialist, as a possible
successor for Geithner
while others speculate
that Obama may reach for
someone with business
credentials to improve his
shaky standing with the

corporate world.
Also known as a budget

specialist, Panetta may stay
in place until expected

Pentagon's budgetary
plan to return to his walnut
farm in California's Carmel

Valley.
The current favorite to

succeed him is Michele
Flournoy, who served as
under secretary of defense
for policy early in
Obama’s first term.

Her appointment may
appeal to Obama's sense ot
history as she would be the
first woman to hold the

role.
Should Flournoy not get

the job, some defense ana-
lysts think the current
deputy defense secretary
Ashton Carter could be in

the frame.
There may also be other

cabinet departures. It is
unclear whether Attorney

Jen Psaki has been men-
tioned as a possible

General Eric Holder, a
close associate of Obama

who has had a bruising
from Republicans, will stay

on.
Education Secretary

Arne Duncan is expected to
remain in place to pilot
through Congress
Obama's reform program,
likely a highlight of his
second term agenda.
Obama may also have
some shuftling to do at the

White House, especially if

Lew moves to Treasury.
The president's political
guru David Plouffe is
expected to leave and there
may be other high profile

departures.
It is unclear so far

whether White House press
secretary Jay Carney will
stay. If he leaves, Obama's
campaign spokeswoman

replacement.
president sparked spec-

ulation on Tuesday when
he said he wanted to sit
down with Romney to
work out how they could

take the country forward.
Obama's first term

"Team of Rivals” approach
of choosing former politi-
cal foes such as Hillary,
modeled on that of his
hero Abraham Lincoln,
could apply in Romney's
case, perhaps in the

Commerce Secretary job.
However, it is unclear

whether Romney would
be prepared to swallow his
pride and work for the
man who vanquished him
in a bitter White House
campaign.



