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Online trends during
hartals and holidays

™ G&R
Internet users declined for Eid but only for 2 days

-73% 2

Lnegue USers
Eid-ul-Adha (QOcl 27-28)

unigqLee uSens
Lurga Pula (Ot 24)

vy ¥ 1

Bearen (AN kewenyl Deie (Do 3021 Locw ureas vsers & =g Page TR Ol 51 2

days aller Eid, usagpe
back o nofmal levaels

DANIEL RAHMAN and REZAUR RAHMAN JITU

A research by G&R, a local online ad network
and digital expert, shows that internet con-
sumption in Bangladesh differs during hartals
and ditferent type of holidays.

For this research, G&R team analysed
internet usage throughout 2012 and focused
on hartals, Bangla New Year, Durga Puja and
Eid holidays.

The research was done by constantly look-
ing at the data G&R generates through its
digital ad network.

In the research they found that during
hartals, a massive 33% more people were
online. This indicates that with the limitations
in commuting, more individuals actually
access the web. This, however, did not impact
the amount of time each person spent online
as they tended to visit a similar array of
websites they would do at other times.

When looking into user behaviour on April
14th (Bangla New Year), they found that
unique users accessing the web declined by
40%. In stark contrast to hartal days though,

Less traffic, however, those online spend more
time browsing
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those were online on average spent 15% more
time browsing the web.

The decline in unique users is clearly cor-
related to the outdoor festivities for Bangla
New Year but the data leads to believe that
those were online are the heavy internet
users. While this may not seem meaningful at
first, it is often agreed that heavy internet
users are major influencers in day-to-day
society so this more select audience during
such holidays could represent an interesting
opportunity for local business and organisa-
tions looking to generate buzz online.

Focusing now on the recent Durga Puja
and Eid-ul-Azha holidays, again there was
major impact on internet consumption. With
trends more in line with the April holiday, we
saw that unique internet users started drop-
ping on October 24th, by around 25%, with
the Puja holiday but it was actually the Eid
day where users declined considerably even
more pronounced than seen during April
14th. For the 2 days, Eid Day (October 27) and
October 28, internet users were down by 73%,
similar to Bangla New Year, time spent online
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by those individuals was greater. By Monday
October 29th, internet activity was back up to
normal patterns.

We believe this kind of insight can be use-
ful in many ways for businesses and organisa-
tions, particularly to do with planning mar-
keting communications campaigns. What we
found from our study was very interesting.

The data presented in this article should
help businesses and marketers in particular
as they plan on how to engage online audi-
ences during the upcoming holidays in
December, February and March and in the
event of any political unrest.

All data, analysis in this report is from G&R
Ad Network internal sources. Data points
consist of Bangladesh local unique web users
and average. pageviews for 22-23,29-30 April
(hartals), April 14 (Bangla New Year) and vari-
ous days in October (Durga Puja, Eid-ul-
Azha).

Daniel Rahman is CEQ, G&R Technologies,
email: daniel@gandr.com.bd

Rezaur Rahman is CTO, G&R Technologies,
email: jitu@gandr.com.bd

Asus brings new
gaming laptop
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Asus has launched its
new gaming laptop
ROG G55VW in the
local market.

The 15.6-inch note-
book has the latest 3rd
generation Intel core 17-
3610QM processor,
NVIDIA GeForce GTX
660M graphics card and
Asus SonicMaster audio
technology.

The notebook comes
with 1TB hard disk, 8GB
RAM, DVD writer, HD
webcam, Thunderbolt
port, HDMI, USB 2.0 and
3.0 ports and eight-cell
battery.

The laptop has a price
tag of Tk 1, 46,500.
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Instagram, a photo-sharing app
recently purchased by social net-
work Facebook, has extended from
mobile devices to the web.

The move will allow people to
share their pictures via PCs rather
than just i0S and Android-powered
smartphones and tablets.

Facebook said the facility would
make it easier for users to discover
each others' photos.

But privacy campaigners have
raised concerns about the implica-

As might be expected,
Instagram’s new web-based profiles
resemble the design of Facebook's

They feature a profile image and
short biography of each user above
a grid showing their recent photo

For the time being members will
only be able to view and download
images from the service.

"Instagram is focused on the
production of photos from mobile
devices so users are not currently
able to upload tfrom the web,"
Facebook said in a statement.

Despite this limitation the move
should help boost the service's
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feature at work.
Privacy concerns
Since its launch in 2010,

media services.

popularity by making it accessible
to more people than betore.

That, in turn, might make
Facebook's environment more
appealing to marketers. The firm
highlights Nike's Instagram web
profile as an example of the new

Instagram has gained more than
100 million registered users, becom-
ing one of the most popular social

Instagram gets Facebook-style web
profiles for photos

Facebook bought the app using
its own shares. They were worth
about $1bn (£625m) at the time,
although they have since fallen in
value.

The company has been keen to
stress that users can restrict who
has access to their uploads.

But Nick Pickles, from Big
Brother Watch, expressed concern
that the facility would make it easier
for users to copy and spread poten-
tially embarrassing photos allowing
them to go viral.
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CSL holds cyber
game competition

Four more years: Obama
declares victory on Twitter

AFP, Washington
Barack Obama brought his sophisti-
cated social media campaign to an
emotional climax, proclaiming his
victory on Twitter and Facebook
just as TV networks were breaking
the news.

(Obama overcame the burden of a
slow economic recovery and high
unemployment to beat Republican

foe Mitt Romney after a relentless get-
out-the-vote push on Twitter,

Facebook, Reddit and other platforms.

"This happened because of you.
Thank you," he tweeted to his 22
million followers just minutes after
the first US network called his vic-
tory, in an indication of the impor-
tance he attached to social networks
in his campaign.

"Four more years,”  he said straight
afterwards, posting a photo of him-
self hugging First Lady Michelle
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Obama as other TV networks fol-
lowed suit and, one-by-one,
announced his re-election as 44th
President of the United States.

The post was his most re-tweeted
-- 472,000 shares in three hours --
according to Twitter's politics
account @gov. It was also the most
popular ever, topping a message
from singer Justin Bieber, website
BuzzFeed said.

The same picture of a happy,
serene-looking Obama hugging his
wife appeared on the president's
Facebook account -- and was shared
tens of thousands of times by some
of his 32 million fans.

"We did it, we voted for you, now
please dear president Obama do
what you said you will do, make us
proud: Education, Health Care,
Green Energy for USA!L" Angela De
Jesus said under the photo, one of
80,700 comments.

Social networks have emerged as
key tools in the months-long US
presidential campaign, with both
Obama and Romney staging major
pushes on these popular platforms
to draw in supporters and get them
to go out and vote.

But while Romney has increased
his presence hugely on social media
compared to 2008 Republican presi-
dential candidate John McCain,
Obama is seen as having retained the

Samsung launches

upper hand from his successtul
online campaign four years ago.

Already in January, Obama's cam-
paign manager Jim Messina had
hinted at a huge social media cam-
paign in an interview with
Newsweek.

"Qur efforts on the ground and on
technology will make 2008 look pre-
historic,” he was quoted as saying.

And even as election day drew to a
nail-biting close late Tuesday after-
noon, Obama made a surprise
appearance on social news website
Reddit, where he made a last-ditch
plea for more votes.

"I'm checking in because polls will
start closing in this election in just a
few hours, and [ need you to vote,”
he said on the popular site, which
allows users to rank posted informa-
tion according to whether they like it
or not.

As the evening progressed, the
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Democratic incumbent continued to
push voters to the polls on social
media, even as polls shut in one state
after the other.

His campaign team fired messages
to those Twitter followers located in
states that were still voting, remind-
ing them to stay in line even if poll-
ing stations had officially closed.

Romney, by comparison, sent a
general tweet out early evening to his
1.8 million followers asking them to
vote, but stayed silent thereatter.

"With your help, we will turn our
country around and get America
back on the path to prosperity. Please
vote today,” it read.

According to Twitter, the election
has become the most tweeted about
event in US political history, with
some 31 million poll-related posts
fired out throughout day.

When networks called the victory,
Twitter went into manic overdrive,
with election-related tweets rising to
an average of 327,452 a minute.

Netizens flocked to social net-
works to congratulate the re-elected
President, as did British Prime
Minister David Cameron.

"Warm congratulations to my
friend @BarackObama. Look forward
to continuing to work together,”

he tweeted, during a visit to the
Middle East.
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Bangladesh. (Qubee has introduced a new offer for its monthly G a I a x S D u o s
The fair will be held in | package subscribers. IT & TELECOM DESK

February 2013 in the The new otfer is designed to give the customers Computer Source Ltd (CSL), organised a three-day

better service in terms of selecting right internet solu-

capital. Companies that IT & TELECOM DESK which is

cyber game competition- World Cyber Game (WCG)-

are directly or indirectly tions and maintaining continuous connectivity for a from yesterday. ‘%hlhddl‘EIM expand-
involved with e- longer period. It's been held at the IUB (Independent University £an1§ungC ﬂjl i al.;n; s ua} L local able up to
commerce like banks, The offer lets new Qubee monthly package custom- Bangladesh) campus at Bashundhara from 9am 1andset Galaxy o> Duos, In the loca 32 GB. It
public and private ers choose a service type and pay for a connection. And | 4 9pm, market. _ also features
universities and educa- Qubee will ensure that subscriber has a functioning Four games- FIFA 2012, NFS Most Wanted, Counter Powered h}r.ﬁndrmd IC? Bluetooth
tional institutions, mobile | modem for a longer period than any other offer in mar- | Gtrike Source and Call Of duty will be played at the Cream Sandwich, the dE‘_"IE‘? has 3.0, WiFi
network operators, ket. This new offer starts with 'On the Go' solution at Tk | competition. 1 GHz PLOofosW and ':'1_3'“““5"3":1 802.11 b/g/n, A
NGOs, computer hard- 2,000. Other solutions include 'Desktop' at Tk 3,500 and One hundred and twenty gamers are competing in Touchwiz UX all to deliver GPS, 3.5 mm

a faster and smooth
navigation and superb brows-
ing experience,

The phone has 4-inch large
display, 5SMP rear camera with LED and
front facing camera as well.

The S Duos has 3GB internal memory,

'Wireless (Indoor Wi-Fi) at Tk 5,000.

Customer will get minimum 36-month assurance ot
a working device.

This new offer is also available for existing monthly
package customers. Existing users can avail this
offer by paying only Tk 500 (vat applicable) as
service charge.

ware and software organi-
sations will participate in
the fair.

The participating com-
panies will showcase their
products and services at
the fair.

NFS Most Wanted, 250 in FIFA 2012, 20 teams of five
gamers are competing in Counter Strike and 25 teams
in Call of Duty.

Winners of the Counter Strike and Call of Duty will
receive gaming products worth of Tk 80,000 while the
winners of FIFA 2012 and NFS Most Wanted will receive
caming products worth of Tk 14,300.

earjack, push
email and native
SNS links and 1500
mAH battery.
The Samsung Galaxy S
Duos is available in the market at Tk
27,900 in 2 colours -black and white.




