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Poor start
again by
Siddikur

SPORTS REPORTER

In what has become a
pattern for ace
Bangladesh golfer
Siddikur Rahman, he got
off to a horrendous start at
the Barclays Singapore
Open with a score of four-
over-par 75 seeing him
finish in joint 132nd
position after the first

round yesterday.
[t was an entirely

different experience for
first round leader Thomas
Bjorn of Denmark who
carded a five-under-par 66
to take the solo lead,
leading Simon Khan of
England, Pablo Martin of
Spain and Chinnarat
Phadungsil of Thailand by
a stroke at the Sentosa

Golf Club.
Siddikur, who is tenth

on the Asian Tour Order of
Merit, endured a
particularly nightmarish
back nine in which he
triple-bogeyed in the
tenth hole before adding
two more bogeys in the
twelfth and fourteenth.
The only bright spot was a
birdie in the first hole,
which was more than
offset by his poor
performance over the rest
of the day.

Nat'l A chess
underway

SPORTS REPORTER

Healthcare
Pharmaceuticals Ltd 38th
National A Chess
Championship got
underway yesterday at the
Media Center of
Bangladesh Olympic
Associlation without two
Grandmasters Abdullah Al
Rakib and Enamul
Hossain Rajib who
skipped the
championship citing
tiredness following two
successive international

tournaments in India.
The Bangladesh Chess

Federation and commerce
minister Ghulam
Mohammed Quader
inaugurated the
championship while
managing director of
sponsor company
Alauddin Ahmed, BCF
general secretary Shayitul
Tarique were among

others present.
Holder GM Ziaur

Rahman, runner-up GM
Niaz Murshed, GM Reefat
Bin Sattar, IM
Minhazuddin Ahmed
Sagar, FM Nasir Ahmed,
FM Debaraj Chatterjee
and Golam Mostafa
Bhuiyan won their
respective first round
games.

Forget the past
FROM PAGE 16

The Tigers, who began
their national camp at9am
yesterday, went through a
series of drills before
hitting the nets at the
Bangladesh Cricket
Board's National Cricket
Academy. “It's a shame
that the practice games
couldn't' go ahead... But I
was extremely happy with
our practice sessions. We
have four more days of
practice and my aim is to
train the boys in the best
possible way,” said
Jurgensen.

The newly appointed
coach stated that his main
focus would be on the first
session of the match. "We
have to start well on day
one. As far as I am
concerned, we have to play
the first session well. We
have to take it session by

session,” he said.
The Tigers will continue

with their training
schedule in the morning.
The West Indies on the
other hand will be taking
the day oft.

Boost for DFAs

(%4 Football

SPORTS REPORTER

A day after his claim that
Bangladesh is targeting the
2022 Football World Cup,
Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) president
Kazi Salahuddin took the
first small step towards
that goal when he
announced yesterday that
the federation will spend
FIFA's yearly allocation of
2.5 lakh dollars (Tk 2 crore)

to develop district football.
The announcement

came at a meeting with the
presidents of the District
and Divisional Football
Associations (DFA) at a city
hotel. Each DFA was
handed a cheque worth Tk
1 lakh to start the district
football league within the

next 45 days and the rest of
the allotted Tk 2 lakh for

each DFA would also be
disbursed on the basis of

the progress of football in

their association.
Reviving district

football was one of

PHOTO: STAR
Bangladesh Football
Federation President
Kazi Salahuddin
explains his 'Vision
2022' while addressing
the DFA officials, his
grassroots representa-
tives, at the Sonargaon
Hotel yesterday.

Salahuddin's three
election manifestos, the
other two being the
formation of a strong
national team and starting

a football academy in

Sylhet.
Since the formation of

DFAs in 64 districts and
seven divisions in 2008,
football activities at district
level have reduced
drastically due to a lack of
funds as the government
only allocates funds to its
affiliated bodies of
Districts Sports

Associations (DSA).
Even BFF president

Salahuddin could hardly
pay any attention to the
revival of district football
in his first four-year stint,
save for a Tk 50,000
disbursement to each
district, but the BFF boss
promised to take care of
district football after being
elected for his second term
in April this year.

“There might have been
a misunderstanding
among us about why I
didn't give attention to

\

1

district football during my
first four-year tenure.
Actually, I wanted to
regularise tournaments
and leagues in Dhaka and
now that it is in a steady
position [ have shifted my

focusto district football.
“It is a day I have long

been waiting for and [ am
announcing that from now
on the FIFA donation will
be spent behind the
development of district
football.  hope you will see
the benefits in district
football after four years,”
said Kazi Salahuddin in his
welcome speech to the
football leaders of the
districts and divisions at
the Sonargaon Hotel
yesterday.

Having pledged support
for the DFA leaders to
develop the country's
football, Salahuddin
instructed them to start
the district league by

December.
Manjur Kader, the

chairman of the BFF
Bistrict Footbhall
Association Committee,
assured that his committee
is ready to help the DFAs in
every sector, saying that
they are even willing to
visit each of the districts to
talk with the DC and SP to
solve the problems
regarding the grounds,
which are properties of the

government.
AJM Nasir, chairman of

Chittagong Divisional
Football Association and
president of District
Football Associations,
ensured that they would
help the BFF to succeed in
all programmes but urged
the game's governing body
to ensure security in each of
the grounds and provide
referees of requisite quality.
Nasir also urged the BFF
boss to place priority on
allocating more funds to
the least developed
districts instead of
distributing equally.

Bold pick by selectors
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TV screen (smiling). There had been talk about an
off-spinner for a long time and because of that I had a
target to fill the vacuum. But [ know I have a long way
to go to establish myself in the national team,” added the

young bowler.

The question for the chiet selector was whether the
panel would be able be patient with Shohag as it is com-
mon knowledge that it often takes time to establish an

off-spinner in the team.

“You know our policy is to give a player enough oppor-
tunity once he gets the call and it will be no exception for
Shohag Gazi. We are really hopetul about his success,”
said a confident Akram, who with his panel trimmed the
squad from a 22-member preliminary squad.

Many were however surprised to see left-arm spinner
Enamul Haque not in the squad but Akram said that
Enamul lost out to Elias Sunny for the second left-arm

spinner'srole behind Shakib Al Hasan.
"Enamul is bowling brilliantly, but there's a lot of com-

petition among the left-arm spinners here. We discussed
with Saqglain [Mushtag] and decided to go with Elias
Sunny, because he did well in the last Test. His economy
rate too is very good,” Akram explained the reason

behind the absence of Enamul.
There was however a lack of clarity about some batting

selections as the selectors had to go on reputations and

performances in the last two Tests.
"We wanted the three-day match to be played because

we are concerned about two or three places. We consid-
ered reputation, the last two Test series and overall expe-

rience of the players to pick the first Test team.
"We have tried to play the same team in ODIs and T20s.

We play fewer Tests and we haven't played one in 11
months. | think there are a few places that are up for grabs,
and no one has established themselves in those positions,”

said Akram

BCB president
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while [ will also talk with NSC by next Sunday,” said

Papon yesterday at the BCB's headquarters in Mirpur.
“Everything now depends on NSC but one thing I
want to make sure is that we will progress according to
the law so that we don't face any legal complications in

the future,” he added.

He however hinted that he will love to see the pres-
ent organisers running the show after the expiration of
the present committee's tenure.

“I would not mind if this current committee gets an
extension but it may set a bad precedent. On the other
hand, it there is an interim or ad-hoc committee the
personnel would not be much ditferent from the cur-
rent committee, but as I said everything is in the hands

of the NSC,” opined Papon.

Aus-SA first
Test starts
today

AFP, Brisbane

Skipper Michael Clarke
wants Australia's batsmen
to blunt the vaunted South
African pace attack by

waging a war of attrition.
The Proteas boast Test

cricket's two top-ranked
bowlers -- Dale Steyn and
Vernon Philander -- but
Clarke says Australia's best
chance of dethroning the
number one ranked South
Africans is to wear down

their strike weapons.
The tourists have only

brought four pace bowlers
to Australia and Clarke
senses an opportunity to
erode their effectiveness
throughout the three Tests.
Clarke, who has still to
decide on his own bowling
attack, wants batsmen to
occupy the crease for long
periods to test the
physical endurance of
Steyn, and Philander.

Azharuddin
relieved

AFP, New Delhi

A court in India on
Thursday overruled the
life ban imposed on
former national cricket
captain Mohammad
Azharuddin in 2000 for
match-fixing, posing a
major challenge to the
sport's ruling body.

The Andhra Pradesh
High Court in Azhar-
uddin's home city of
Hyderabad upheld his
petition against the ban,
which followed a Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) report in 2000 that
found the cricketer guilty
of corruption.
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BCB director GS Hasan Tamim (C) declares Social Islami Bank Ltd as the official ticket vendor for Bangladesh's
home series against the West Indies at the board's Mirpur headquarters yesterday. Also seen in the picture are
SIBL managing director Shafiqur Rahman (L) and Rizwan Bin Farouq, managing director of Axiom Technologies Ltd.

PREMIER LEAGUE

BFF reveals
schedule

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF)
yesterday revealed the
schedule of the
Grameenphone
Bangladesh Premier
League with holders
Abahani playing the
opening game against
Feni Soccer Club at the
Bangabandhu National

Stadium on November 13.
BFF earlier said that the

matches would take place
on three particular days
(Thursday, Friday and
Saturday) every week in
an effort to attract more
spectators but seemingly
in the face of demand
trom the participating
clubs, scheduled some
matches on Tuesday,

Wednesday and Monday.
The league will remain

suspended during the
national team's exhibition
match against Thailand
from November 15 to 18
and during Bangladesh U-
23's engagement in an
Invitation Tournament in
Sri Lanka from December

1 to 10.
A total of nine teams

will be playing at three
separate venues --
Gopalganj has been
included for the first time
as the home venue for last

year's runners-up

Muktijoddha Sangsad.
The last edition of the

professional football
league also saw three
venues used for the league
but this time Team BJMC
have shifted their home
venue to Dhaka from
Tangail while the Shaheed
Salam Stadium in Feni will
remain the home venue of
Feni Soccer Club.
Bangabandhu National
Stadium will be treated as
the home venue for the
seven remaining teams.

Tickets on sale
from Sunday

SPORTS REPORTER

ol Tickets for the first Test between
/ \DSAHARA: Bangladesh and West Indies will
‘t[ I semsme: g0 ON sale from Sunday at nine

- different city branches of the
Social Islami Bank Limited (SIBL).

The branches of SIBL where tickets will be on sale are
Uttara Branch, Banani Branch, Gulshan Branch, Mirpur
Branch, Dhanmondi Branch, Eskaton Branch,
Motijheel (Principal) Branch, Bangshal Branch and
Babu Bazar Branch.

The first Test will start from November 13 at the Sher-
e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur (SBNS) where three
ODIs and the lone T20I will also take place. The second
Test and first two ODIs will be held at the Sheikh Abu
Naser Stadium in Khulna and tickets will be available at
SIBL's Khulna and Jessore branches.

S Hasan Tamim, BCB's director and chairman of the
ticket and seating committee, informed at a press
conference yesterday that the fans can also book
tickets online.

The ticket rates (per day) for the SBNS matches are as
follow:

FIRSTTEST:

Hospitality box seats: Tk 3000.00

VIP Grand Stand: Tk 500.00

Shaheed Mushtaque and Jewel Stands: Tk 75.00
North and South stands: Tk 50.00
Easternstand: Tk 20.00.

THIRD,FOURTH & FIFTHODIS & ONLYT20I:
Hospitality box seats: Tk 5000.00

VIP Grand Stand: Tk 1000.00

International Stand: Tk 300.00

Shaheed Mushtaque and Jewel Stands: Tk 200.00
North and South stands: Tk 100.00
Easternstand: Tk 50.00

NCL starts
sans stars

SPORTS REPORTER

The National Cricket
League (NCL) will lose
some of its lustre as

the third round kicks

off today across the
country without the
national players, who are
preparing for the first Test
against the visiting West

Indies.
The players from the

preliminary list of 22 who
have not been selected in
the first Test squad will
however join their
respective divisions for
the third round matches
but many like Khulna
players Jahurul Islam and
Shafiul Islam were
uncertain about whether
they will be able to reach
their respective venues on

time.
Cricket will return to

MA Aziz Stadium In
Chittagong after a long
break when Barisal take
on Dhaka Metro in the

third round.
There is however some

good news as Mashrafe
Bin Mortaza is all set
return to longer-version
cricket from the fourth
round.

Wastia sets off for Antarctica
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including Brac chairperson Sir Fazle

Hasan Abed.

“Regardless the dangers and ditficul-
ties of her next expedition, she will be the
first South Asian woman to have con-
quered the seven summits. BRAC has
been working for women empowerment
since many years and having her as a
cpodwill ambassador will further
enhance our endeavors,” said Abed.

“Hopefully her successful venture will
bring forward more people to support her
in thisincredible journey,” he said.

Also present was national cricket star
Tamim Igbal. The iconic opener lauded
Wastfia's pioneering feat and commended
her courage at embarking on such a risky
feat. “l request our young to come out and
do something for the nation and for them-

the map.

selves” he stated.

Renowned social activist Khushi Kabir
was also at the event and saluted Wasfia's
efforts to bring Bangladeshi women on

“Wasfia has created an example for all of
us. Not just as awoman but also as a citizen
of Bangladesh, conquering the seven sum-
mitsisnotan easy task,” said Kabir.

Wasfia had taken up the challenge to
climb the Seven Summits on the eve ot
Bangladesh's 40th Independence to cele-
brate women's progress of the last four
decades and highlight to the world the
resiliency of our people.

“l want to show the world how far
Bangladesh has come from just being a
flood affected third world country,” said
Wastia yesterday.
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