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10 BNP men hurt
in BCL attack
in Narsingdi

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Narsingdi

At least 10 BNP men were
injured in an attack allegedly
by Bangladesh Chhattra
League (BCL) activists in
Khanepur area of Palash
upazila yesterday.

BNP Polash upazila unit
arranged a discussion meet-
ing on “National Revolution
and Solidarity Day"” in
Khanepur area in the after-
noon. BNP standing com-
mittee member and former
minister Dr Abdul Moin
Khan was the chief guest at

the meeting.
When the meeting was

going on, a group of BCL
men swooped on it, leaving
at least 10 people injured,
local BNP sources said.
Later, the meeting was
held at the same venue

under police protection. The
injured were admitted to the
upazila health complex.
Narsingdi district unit of
the party also held a meeting
on the occasion on the
shaheed miner premises of
Narsingdi Government

Girls' High School yesterday.
Chaired by district BNP

President Khairul Kabir
Khokon, the meeting was
addressed, among others, by
central leader advocate
Sanaullah Mia, district BNP
Vice President Sultan Uddin
Molla, Joint General
Secretary Harun-ur- Rashid
and Organising Secretary

Din Mohammad.
The speakers strongly

condemned the attack on
the party’s discussion meet-
ing in Polash upazila and
demanded immediate arrest
of the persons involved.

60 feared dead

FROM PAGE 20
about theincident.
Brokers took Tk 30,000 to

Tk 50,000 from each passen-
ger for the risky ride. And
once they find jobs in
Malaysia, they would have to
pay around Tk 1.5 lakh more
each as per verbal under-
standing, according to

Zamir.
Meanwhile, members of

Bangladesh Coastguard,
BGB and police arrested 59
people, mostly Rohingya,
from Shahpari Island in
Teknaf and Badar Khali of
Chakoria between Tuesday
night and yesterday after-
noon while they were going
to Malaysia illegally, reports
our correspondent in Cox's

Bazar.
Often people in the area

and Myanmar citizens risk

their lives in the hope to
migrate to Malaysia in
search of fortune, but they
end up either drowning in
the sea or being arrested by
the members of Coast Guard
or Navy personnel of
Thailand, Singapore or
Malaysia, local sources said.

At least two such tragic
incidents have been
reported this year -- on
October 27 and January 19.
[n the incidents, two engine
boats carrying allegedly 128
and 150 passengers capsized
inthe Bay.

Besides, at least five
jobseekers drowned and
around 25 went missing
when a Malaysia-bound
trawler with 130 passengers
on board capsized near Saint
Martin's Island in December
last year.
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Members of Prothom Alo Bandhusava in Patuakhali town yesterday cleaning the killing
ground inside the old district jail where the Pakistan occupation army and their collabo-
rators took lives of the local freedom fighters during the liberation war in 1971.

Modasser's 'mistake’

FROM PAGE 1
The House body on the

finance ministry interro-
gated Modasser for about
two hours at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban about his
alleged involvement in the
Tk 3,547 crore swindled out
of the bank by Hall-Mark
and five other companies
over the last two years.
Allegations are rife that
the health adviser influ-
enced the bank officials
into sanctioning the Tk
2,686-crore loan to Hall-
Mark alone. The adviser
has all along dismissed the

allegations.
After the interrogation,

journalists repeatedly
asked him to comment on
the interrogation and his
reported role in the scam,
but he remained tight-
lipped.

But Tazul Islam said the
committee had asked
Modasser about his
involvement and influence
in the scam or Bangladesh
Bank's audit.

“The adviser claimed
that he had gone to the

bank in good faith and
there had been no motive
behind his visit," Tazul told
The Daily Star.

Modasser also admitted
to have been present in the
branch when an audit was
underway to unearth the
scam, he added.

On his joining a Hall-
Mark function, Modasser
told the parliamentary
body: “I went there at the
request of my relative and
Tanvir. And I did so as they
gave me an impression that
the company [Hall-Mark]
had provided jobs to many
hundreds of people.”

Earlier on September 20,
the Anti-Corruption
Commission interrogated
Modasser in connection
with the scam, the biggest
ever in the country's bank-
ing history. But both
Modasser and the ACC
officials who interrogated
him declined to comment
onit.

But on August 29, ACC
officials told The Daily Star
they had information that
the adviser had indeed

tried to prevent the
Bangladesh Bank team
from auditing the Ruposhi
Bangla branch a few

months ago.
A BB official on condi-

tion of anonymity echoed
the ACC officials' com-
ment.

On this, the adviser said
he had gone to the bank
before the audit team
arrived. As he was waiting
to have lunch there at the
request of some bank offi-
cials, he came to know
about the BB team's visit.

He added that a member
of the audit team then
talked to him about the
approval and disburse-
ment of the loan when he
gave him a visiting card for
the latter to contact him
should there be a need.

The parliamentary sub-
committee is scheduled to
talk to the Bangladesh
Bank governor and bank-
ing division officials con-
cerned today. The commit-
tee will soon submit its
report to the finance minis-
iry.

Bus workers
block road
protesting
attack on
leader

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

District Bus Sramik Union
yesterday blocked
Lalmonirhat- Burimari
highway for three hours,
protesting attack on its
publicity secretary allegedly
by a local Awami League
leader.

The protesters put up
barricade on the highway in
Haribhanga area of the town
at about 12:30pm, causing
immense sufferings to the

passengers.
Bulbul Ahmed, general

secretary of the union, said
district AL publicity secre-
tary Sirajul Islam wanted a
bus ticket on 50 percent
discount at Lalmonirhat bus
terminal at noon but the
union leader Abdul
Khaleque, counter in-

charge, refused it.
“Later, a gang of 15/20 led

by Sirajul assaulted
Khaleque, leaving him
injured and smashed the

counter”, said Bulbul.
He also said they would

go on indefinite strike if
police did not take any steps

in this regard.
Refuting the allegation,

Sirajul, also Harati UP
chairman, said a few men
of the union misbehaved
with him at the terminal as
he protested charging of

additional bus fare.
The protesters withdrew

the barricade at about
3:30pm following an assur-
ance by police of taking
steps against those respon-
sible for the offence, said
Jamir Uddin, officer in-
charge at Sadar police sta-

tion.
Khaleque was treated at

Lalmonirhat Sadar Hospital.
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Shops guttedin Galachipa

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

At least four business establishments gutted and two oth-
ers damaged at Natunbazar in Galachipa upazila town
early Tuesday. Police and locals said, at about lam, a fire
originated from an electrical short circuit at a shop owned
by Nurul Islam and spread to a clothe shop, two electrical
shops and a grocery. Local people brought the fire under
control after two hours of hectic struggle as there was no
fire station in the upazila town. The shop owners claimed
that the fire damaged property worth Tk one crore.

20 hurtin Natoreclash

UNB, Natore

At least 20 people were injured in a clash between two rival
groups over damaging of paddy field by ducks at Ekdiltola
village in Singra upazila yesterday. Of the injured, 12 were
rushed to Singra upazila health complex and others took
first aid in local hospitals and clinics. Police and locals said
a brawl ensued between Tafser Ali and his neighbour,
Delwar Hossain, as ducks of Tafser started eating paddy of
afield of Delwar in the morning. At one stage, supporters of
both of them equipped with lethal weapons including
sticks locked in a clash, leaving at least 20 people injured
from both sides.

Newcourses at AHC

A CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Four new subjects have been introduced in master's
courses at Government Azizul Haque College (AHC) in
the district. The subjects are Marketing, Finance and
Banking, Islamic Studies and Social Work, said college
sources. With this, the college now has 23 subjects in
master's course. Earlier, the college started honours
courses under the academic session 2005-2006.
Around 1000 students, who completed honours in the
subjects, demanded opening master's courses at the
college. Principal Dip Kendra Nath said under the
academic session 2012-13, admission process for
masters in the subjects would be started soon.

Fake Indian notes seized

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabgan;j

Members of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) seized
counterfeit Indian currencies worth 2.8 lakh from
Shingnagar frontier village of Shibganj upazila yester-
day. Acting on a tip-off, a BGB team of Shinganagar
Border Observation post challenged a gang at
Shinganagar frontier in the morning and later seized
2,80,000 fake Indian currencies from an abandoned bag,
said BGB sources. The suspected smugglers, however,
managed to flee.
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Special Training Schedule for December 2012
Time: 10:00 am=5:00 pm
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Interested candidates are requested to register for the course within deadline for registration. Two copies of recent passport-size
attested photographs, Pay Order / Bank Draft of the amount equal to the course fee drawn in favour of "Bangladesh Computer
Council" and experience certificates (wherever applicable) have to be submitted for registration.

02.01.2013

Md. Harunur Rashid
Director (BKIICT)
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