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Arts, Dhanmondi
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Solo Art Exhibition
Artist: Sabrina Mezzaqui

anniversary, Bengal Foundation will
organise a discussion and publication
ceremony today at Bengal Gallery of
Fine Arts, Dhanmondi in the city.
[slam's peers Murtaja Baseer, Qayyum
Chowdhury, Syed Shamsul Haque, and
Professor Anisuzzaman will speak
about his life and works. The book
titled “Ananya Aminul Islam”, featuring
essays, articles, reminiscences by vet-
eran artists, critics, writers, social
activists and educationists will be

bution to the world of art.
Passionate and imaginative, Islam
shied away from overexposure and

Moula, Imdad Hossain, Khaled
Chowdhury, Loknath Dhor and Ali
Humayun (first batch of the Govern-
ment College of Arts and Crafts, later
renamed Faculty of Fine Arts). The

Abedin particularly stressed on draw-
ing and successfully gave Islam and his
comrades an understanding of this
genre of art and its various significant
aspects. The students also portrayed

participate profoundly in global life,”
Islam used to say.

The painter also said, “Painters are
of two kinds one group works with
emotions and the other works with

parents did not want him to take up
painting as a profession.

Islam passed his matriculation in
1947. He then sought admission in
Calcutta Art College. While in Cal-

went to Florence, Italy to pursue
higher studies in art. His three years
there proved very formative; as he

found answers to many of the ques-
tions he had earlier about art and
aesthetics.

After moving back to Dhaka, Islam's
style underwent a fundamental
change. Lines, colours and space
became the prime focus in his paint-
ings. Throughout his chequered career,
he frequently returned to nature as a
subject.

career, he developed several styles,
particularly in his drawings and
sketches. His figure-based works

meticulously done.

Gradually Islam became increas-
ingly aware of the different qualities of
lines produced by pen, pencil, brush,
bamboo, discarded brush and other

Hadi as "Bhromora" --meaning a
bumblebee. As a student, Hadi
would often sing Shyamal Mitra's
popular song “Bhromora phooler
bon-e” at the cultural
programmes. It doesn't leave
much to the imagination how he
picked up his nickname! "It was
music composer Karim
Shahabuddin who heard me at a
function and introduced me to
the film industry in 1960. My
debut as a playback singer was in

half a century, Hadi is distressed
at the current music scene. "The
entertainment industry is in disar-

society where the music origi-
nates.”

"Take for instance, Kolkata in
the '30s when it was the centre of
performing arts for the Bengalis.

period when artistes of immense
talents, including singers, com-
posers and lyricists came together

other media. During 1965, HMV
was established in erstwhile East
Pakistan. However, as a compo-
nent of film songs, recordings
were still carried out in Lahore,

take shape, although very few in
number. However, during the '70s,
the genre of adhunik songs of our

the all out 'commercial
approach’ in the music industry.
In recent times due to commer-
cialisation, music has turned into
a 'commodity'. It has debased the

While fishing, I am deeply focused
as I soak in the tranquility of the
all-pervasive nature. There are
instances when I would have
recording sessions but be totally
oblivious of the time. I would sit
on a macha (bamboo platform)
and wait for that tug on my fishing
line! Since there were no cell
phones at that time, people would
come frantically looking for me at
my favourite hangout spots near

amongst the recording team of
artistes and technicians that it
seemed to hang like a heavy

of the country have always come
through a range of experiences
and training. Emerging artistes
should be warned against the evils
of cheap popularity -they can
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