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Wait and see

FROM PAGE 1

If the briefing by BNP Vice-
Chairman Shamsher Mobin
Chowdhury is anything to go
by, Khaleda had, during her
luncheon meetings with
Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and
Foreign Minister Salman
Khurshid, conveyed to them
that she wanted to make a
"new beginning" in relations
with India.

The former Bangladesh
premier, known for her stri-
dent anti-India stance, sought
to address issues of India's
concerns relating to security,
connectivity and illegal
migration, and indicated her
willingness to accept India's
participation in building a
deep sea port at Sonadia.
While in Delhi, she made all
the right noises.

However, the big question
is whether Khaleda or her
party will be able to follow
through on the words and
warmth expressed in the
Indian capital during her visit.

Bangladesh observers here
would like to see if this is a
genuine change of heart on
the part of the BNP or just
another instance of postur-
ing.

According to Veena Sikri, a
former Indian High
Commissioner to
Bangladesh, it remains to be
seen whether the BNP or its
chief will express the same
sentiments on Khaleda Zia's
return to Bangladesh or will
walk the talk if they come
back to back.

Sikri told The Daily Star
that the BNP had said the
same things when it was in
power from 2001 and 20086,
but “things on the ground
were completely different
from their words at that
time”.

She, however, said
Khaleda's visit to Delhi was a
“useful exercise” and it should
be seen in the context of
India's readiness to engage all
shades of opinion in the
democratic polity of
Bangladesh.

The former Indian diplo-
mat pointed to serious inci-
dents during the BNP's last
period of rule (2001-06), such
as the massive arms haul in

Chittagong in April, 2004
which were meant for the
north eastern Indian insur-
gent outfit ULFA, the 2004
serial bomb attacks across
Bangladesh and the deadly
August 21 grenade attack on
an Awami League rally in
Dhaka, all of which showed
how Bangladesh had
become a happy hunting
ground for extremist ele-
ments.

Sikri said it remained to be
seen if Khaleda's remarks
made to Indian leaders would
be reflected in the BNP's
manifesto for the 2013 parlia-
mentary elections, and what
action would be made on the
ground to match those
remarks.

“Trust but verify” is the
message from Dr Muchkund
Dubey, another former Indian
High Commissioner to
Bangladesh and India's ex-
Foreign Secretary, when he
was asked to comment on
Khaleda's remarks made in
Delhi.

Dubey told The Daily Star
that while India had to take at
face value Khaleda Zia's
remarks made in Delhi, “it
must verify on the ground if
her words are matched by her
actions in Bangladesh”,

He said it was, however,
“quite right” for the Indian
government to invite Khaleda
and have talks with her “be-
cause in a democratic system,
there should be relationship
with all mainstream political
parties. It is the right thing
done by India”.

The former envoy said it
should not be India's strategy
to help this party or that party
in Bangladesh as “this is
totally misguided and coun-
ter-productive”.

6.1 quake hits
Philippines

AFP, Manila

A strong 6.1-magnitude
earthquake struck off the
southern Philippine island of
Mindanao early yesterday, US
seismologists said, but there
were no immediate reports of
damage or casualties.

No damage or injuries
were immediately reported.

US rivals go tfor last edge
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night in Virginia and an event

today in New Hampshire. The
two presidents had planned
to campaign together across
three states earlier this week,
but that trip was called off
because of Superstorm Sandy.
And, of course, there is always
Ohio, the top battleground of
themn all.

[n a whiff of 2008 nostalgia,
some of Obama's travelling
companions from his cam-
paign four years ago were
planning to join him on the
road for the final days of his
last campaign. Among them
are Robert Gibbs, who served
as Obama's first White House
press secretary, and Reggie
Love, Obama's former per-
sonal aide who left the White
House earlier this year.

Not to be outdone,
Romney hosted a massive
rally Friday night in West
Chester, Ohio, drawing more
than 10,000 people to the
Cincinnati area for an event
that featured rock stars, sports
celebrities and dozens of
Republican officials. It was a
high-energy event on a cold
night designed to kick off his
sprintto the finish.

Romney arrived in New
Hampshire close to midnight
on Friday afteran 18-hour day
on the campaign trail that
took him from Virginia to
Wisconsin to Ohio. He was
attending a morning rally on
the New Hampshire seacoast
before making an afternoon
appearance in Iowa, and two
more in Colorado. He shifted
an original plan to campaign
in Nevada today in favour of a
schedule likely to bring him
back to Iowa, Ohio,
Pennsylvania and Virginia.

Aides stress that his sched-
ule is fluid and may change
with little notice as they evalu-
ate where his time is best
spent.

Yesterday, Obama's first
stop was in Mentor, Ohio,
then he was campaigning in
Milwaukee and Dubuque,
lowa, and ending the day in
Bristow. On Sunday, he was
taking his campaign to New
Hampshire, Florida, Colorado
and, yes, Ohio.

Polling shows the race

remains a toss-up heading
into the final days. But
Romney still has the tougher
path; he must win more of the
nine most-contested states to
reach 270 electoral votes:
Ohio, Florida, Virginia, North
Carolina, Colorado, Nevada,
Wisconsin, lowa and New
Hampshire.

Romney has added
Pennsylvania to the mix,
hoping to end a streak of five
presidential contests where
the Democratic candidate
prevailed in the state. Obama
won Pennsylvania by more
than 10 percentage points in
2008; the latest polls in the
state give him a 4- to 5-point
margin. Romney will cam-
paign in the Philadelphia
suburbs on Sunday. Obama
aides scoff at the Romney
incursion, but they are care-
fully adding television
spending in the state and are
sending Clinton to cam-
paign there tomorrow.

The final frenzy of cam-
paigning comes in the wake of
Superstorm Sandy that has
dominated much of the news
coverage for the past several
days as New York, New Jersey
and Connecticut recover from
the brunt of its force. Friday
also offered an economic
finale to the campaign with
the release of October jobs
reports that contained better
than average economic news
but gave both campaigns a
talking point. Employers
added a better-than-
expected 171,000 jobs last
month, but the jobless rate
ticked up to 7.9 percent from
7.8 percent - mainly because
more people jumped back
into the search forwork.

In crucial early voting,
Obama holds an apparent
lead over Romney in key
states. But Obama's advan-
tage isn't as big as the one he
had over John McCain four
years ago, giving Romney
hope that he could make up
thatgapinTuesday's election.

About 25 million people
already have voted in 34 states
and the District of Columbia.
No votes will be counted until
Election Day, but several
battleground states are releas-
ing the party affiliation of

people who have voted early.
So far, Democratic voters
outnumber Republicans in
Florida, lowa, Nevada, North
Carolina and Ohio.
Republicans have the edge in
Colorado.

Quashem
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yesterday.

The investigators also
asked questions about his
appointing of lobbyists
abroad foracampaign against
his trial.

Quashem refrained from
answering anything, an inves-
tigator requesting anonymity
told The Daily Star.

The investigator said the
Jamaat leader told them that
he knew several people who
had committed crimes
against humanityin 1971 and
had become well-
established after 1980,

Nurul Islam, the investiga-
tion officer probing
Quashem’s alleged crimes,
however, said they got impor-
tant information from
Quashem about issues
involving him.

He refused to disclose
anything saying that the
International Crimes Tribunal
Act, 1973, under which the
crimes against humanity are
being tried, does not permit
them to do so.

Nurul said they have not
decided yet whether they
would ask the International
Crimes Tribunal-1 for permis-
sion to interrogate Quashem
more.

He claimed that the Jamaat
leader vesterday extended
cooperation to them during
interrogation.

Quashem's counsel Tajul
Islam said his client was taken
to the “safe house” for quiz-
zing in the morning as per the
Tribunal-1's wish.

On September 15, the
investigation officers had
quizzed Quashem, he said.

The Tribunal-1 on October
8 allowed the investigation
officers to interrogate him one
more day at the same place.

The government has pro-
vided the tribunal a house,
which is called the “safe
house” in Dhanmondi to
interrogate suspecits.

Promises
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The Awami League knows of

the promises the BNP chair-
person has made to India,
Ashraful said, adding the
ruling party would convene
a press conference to let
people know about them.

He talked to reporters
after placing wreaths at the
graves of the four national
leaders killed at Dhaka jail
on November 3, 1975.

Ashraful, who is also local
government and rural devel-
opment (LGRD) and cooper-
atives minister, said that as
leader of the opposition,
Khaleda Zia could definitely
visit India; there was nothing
wrong in it. Incumbent
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina had also visited India
when she was the opposi-
tion leader.

Replying to a query, the
ruling party spokesperson
said Khaleda's India visit did
notworry the ruling party.

Ashraful, son of the coun-
try's first acting president
Syed Nazrul Islam who was
among the leaders killed in
prison, said the nation
expected the trial of their
killers to be completed soon.
All the evidence of the jail
killings had been destroyed
during the BNP-Jamaat
coalition government,

There is no need for any
special commission for
investigating the 1975 jail
killings or for the trial of the
killing case, the LGRD minis-
ter said.

As in the murder case of
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the case of
the national leaders' killing
would be resolved through a
normal process, he said. And
thus the nation would come
by justice.

Correction

FROM PAGE 20
should be read as interna-

tional call carriers, except for
that in the 5th paragraph.

In the 5th paragraph it
was said the IGW operators
share revenue with the
BTCL. The fact is IGWs share
revenue with the govern-
ment.

We regret the mistakes.

Come, Invest
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of Commerce and Industry
(VCCI) office.

Hasina said Bangladesh
was conducting better trade
with all other Asean coun-
tries, in terms of its exports
to those countries “than
with one of our most friendly
countries, Vietnam”,

Recalling Bangladesh's
unwavering support to
Vietnam's independence,
the prime minister said
she herself took part in
processions in Dhaka
during her student life in
favour of the freedom of
Vietnam.

In this connection, she
also mentioned that her
younger brother Sheikh
Kamal, who was brutally
killed on the fateful night of
August 15, 1975 along with
Bangabandhu, was included
in a Bangladesh delegation
led by incumbent President
Zillur Rahman to visit
Vietnam immediately after
itsindependence.

Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni, Vietnamese
Agriculture and Rural
Development Minister Cao
Duc Phat, President of
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) AK Azad,
President of the Vietnam
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (VCCI) Vu Tien Loc,
Vietnamese Ambassador to
Bangladesh Quang Thuc
and Bangladesh
Ambassador to Vietnam
Supradip Chakma also
spoke at the function.
TRIBUTE TO HO CHI
MINH, WAR HEROES
The prime minister yester-
day also paid her tributes to
the country's independ-
ence and revolutionary
leader Ho Chi Minh at his
mausoleum and Vietnam
War heroes at Hanoi War
Memorial.

She placed wreaths at the
mausoleum of Ho Chi Minh
and stood in solemn silence
for a few minutes to pay
homage to the great leader
and martyrs. She also visited
the residence and working
place of Ho Chi Minh and

wrote her comment in the
visitor's book.

Foreign Minister Dipu
Moni, Ambassador at-Large
M Ziauddin, PM's Press
Secretary Abul Kalam Azad
and other members of her
entourage were at the cere-
mony.

In the afternoon, the
prime minister visited the
Vietnam Military History
Museum.

Hasina is set to visit Bai
Dinh Buddhist Pagoda in
Ninh Binh town today.
LAOSVISIT
The prime minister today
leaves Hanoi for Vientiane
on a four-day official visit to
the Lao People's
Democratic Republic to
attend the 9th Asia-Europe
Meeting of Heads of State
and Government (ASEM9).

On Monday, she will join
the summit's opening cere-
mony at the National
Convention Centre. She is
set to attend the plenary
and concluding sessions of
the summit the next day.

A VVIP flight of Biman
Bangladesh Airlines carry-
ing the prime minister and
members of her entourage
will take off from the Noi Bai
International Airport in
Hanoi at 5:00pm local time
and is scheduled to reach
Wattay International Airport
in Vientiane at 6:00pm
Laotian time.

The summit of the 48-
nation forum will be held
this year with the theme
"Friends for Peace, Partners
for Prosperity" aiming at
promoting mutual under-
standing, peace, stability,
development and prosperity
of Asia and Europe.

On November 7, Hasina
will hold official talks with
Laotian Prime Minister
Thongsing Thammavong at
the Prime Minister's Office
and make a courtesy call on
President Choummaly
Sayasone at the Presidential
Palace.

She will join a luncheon
to be hosted in her honour
by the Laotian prime minis-
ter at Lao Plaza Hotel before
leaving for home.
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Sylhet Gas Fields Limited
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Tender no. SGFL/12-13/FP-10

. &4 BEE WG /e
(A Company of Petrobangla) : '
INTERNATIONAL TENDER NOTICE
Date: 30-10-2012

1. | Ministry/Division Ministry of Power, Eneray & Mineral Resources/Energy & Mineral Resources divisidn.
2. | Agency Sylhet Gas Fields Limited (A company of Petrobangla).
3. - | Procuring entity name Sylhet Gas Fields Limited, (SGFL).

4. | Procuring entity district Sylhet.

5. | Invitation ref. no. SGFL/12-13/FP-10 dated 30-10-2012

6. | Invitation for Procurement of various plant materials (14 lots)

KEY INFORMATION

7. | Procurement method Open Tendering Method (OTM)

FUNDING INFORMATION

8. | Budget and source of funds Own source of Sylhet Gas Fields Limited.
PARTICULAR INFORMATION

Q. Project name - | N/A

10. | Tender Publication date : | N/A

11. | Tender last Selling date | 17-12-2012

12, | Place of tender Selling

Sylhet Gas Fields Limited, Dhaka Liaison Office,
Housa-4/10, Iabal Road, Block-A, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207.

document.

13. | Date & time of selling of tender

on all working days.

The tender document will be available for sale from 07-11-2012 to 17-12-2012 during office hours

14. | Tender Closing date & time

18-12-2012 and_12-00 hrs (BST)

15. | Tender Opening date & time

opening

16. | Place of Tender receiving &

. | 18-12-2012 and 12-15 hrs (BST)

+ | Sylhet Gas Fields Limited, Dhaka Liaison Office,

House-4/10, 1gbal Road, Block-A, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207.
If it is nat possitle to receive/open the tender on the scheduled date for any unavoidable circumstance e
same will be received/ opened on the next working day at the same time and place.

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

17. | Eligibility of Tenderer

Reputed firms, manufacturers and suppliers from all countries except Israel with intemgttunai
experience in supplying similar materials as mentioned in the tender document are eligible to

_participate in the Tendering.

18. | Brief description of Goods

Various Plant Matenals (14 lots)

19, Price of tender document

Taka 5,000.00 or USS. 60.00 (non-refundable}

20. | Special Instruction: a)

Tender must remain valid for 90 days from the date of opening of the tender,

Bangladesh in the amount as under:

b) | Tenderer shall furnish with the Tender an acceptable Tender Security in the form of Demand Draft
or Pay Order or Bank guarantee (as per format provided in the Tender Document) issued by a
scheduled bank in Bangladesh or by any scheduled foreign bank operating in Bangladesh or by any
reputed foreign bank duly endorsed with full obligation and liability by a scheduled bank of

Lot no Description of Goods Tender security amount
Lot-1 Safety Barrier Taka 15,000.00, US$. 180.00, Euro. 145.00, GBP. 118.00.
["Lot-2 | Module for Distribution Control | Taka 22,500.00, US$. 271.00, Euro. 218.00, GBP. 175,00,
Systems
Lot-3 | Density Transmitter Taka 6,300.00, US$. 75.00, Euro. 60.00, GBP. 50,00
Lot-4 Spare parts for Air Compressor | Taka 90,000.00, US$. 1,085.00, Euro. 874.00, GBP. 704.00
& Air Dryer
Lot-5 Flow Meter Taka 35,500.00, US$. 425.00, Euro. 345.00, GBP. 275.00
| Lot-6 Control Valves & spares Taka 62,500.00, USS. 750,00, Euro. 600.00, GBP. 488.00
| Lot-7 Liquid Level Switch Taka 14,000.00, US$. 170.00, Furo. 135.00, GBP. 110.00. |

Lot-8 | Battery Charger for Generator

Taka 35,000.00, US$. 420.00, Euro. 340.00, GBP. 270.00.

Lot-¢ | Bar Chart Indicator for Control

Taka 62,500.00, US$. 750.00, Euro, 600.00, GBP. 488.00

| Panil
Lot-10 Spare parts for Gas Cooler Taka 7,500.00, US$. 90.00, Euro. 72.00, GBP. 58.00
Lot-11 Chart Recorder with fittings Taka 18,800.00, USS. 225.00, Euro. 182.00, GBP. 146.00
Lot-12 Gate valves for Well-head Taka 25,000.00, USS. 300.00, Euro. 240.00, GEP. 155.00
Lot-13 | Various types of Gasket Taka 16,000.00, US$. 192,00, Euro. 155.00, GBP. 125.00
Lot-14 Fire Extinguisher Taka 57,500.00, US$. 690.00, Euro. 558.00, GBP. 450.00

opening of the tender.

¢) | The Tender Security must remain valid for one hundred and eighteen (118) days from the date of

d) | The scope of supply, terms of supply and information require to be furnished by the Tenderers, etc.
| are included in the tender document.

e) | Tender(s) submitted after the deadline for receiving of tender(s) will be rejected and returned
unopened to the Tenderer.

f) | The Tender must not be submitted by Fax or E-mail,

g) | This tender notice will also be available at Petrobangla Website: www . petrobangla.org.bd and SGFL

Website: www.sgfl.org.bd and CPTU Website: www.cptu.gov.bd

21, Name of Official inviting tender

Md. Mozammel Hague Khan

tender

22. | Designation of Official inviting

Deputy General Manager (Procurement)

23. | Address of Official inviting tender

Sylhet Gas Fields Ltd, P.0. Chiknagool, Sylhet-3152, Bangladesh.

24, | The procuring entity reserves the right to accept any tender, or reject any or all tender or annul the bidding process without assigning any

reason whatsoever prior to the award of contract.
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