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All roads led to Shaheed Suhrawardy National Indoor
Stadium yesterday. Eager crowds flocked to the fifth
award ceremony of “Celebrating Life”, a Standard
Chartered Bank-The Daily Star tie up to award talents
in the sphere of photography, lyrics and film. This
year's theme was “Celebrating Youth of Bangladesh.”

Hosted by media personality Afzal Hossain, the gala
ceremony began with Bangladeshi diva Sabina Yasmin
rendering a song written by Ripa Sarker, who won the
first prize in the lyrics contest. The song was accompa-
nied by a dance performance by artistes of Shadhona.

The award ceremony over, the packed hall awaited
with bated breath for the highlight of the programme-
- performances by classical singer Kaushiki, daughter
of the famous classical artiste Ajoy Chakrabarty, and
the maestro himself.

Kaushiki Desikan set off the soiree with a khayal
performance set on Raga "Madhubanti". Kaushiki's
immersion in the vilambit bandish (on vilambit ektaal)
"Sham Bhayee Ghanosham Nehi Aaye" (Evening sets
in while Ghanashyam or Krishna is yet to come) of the
raga was evocative.

Sitting amid an aesthetically designed idyllic stage,
Kaushiki looked like a celestial nymph of graceful
beauty with exceptional gifts in classical music. While
performing the mellifluous piece, the accomplished
vocalist seemed like a tender-aged Radha longing for
her Krishna's arrival at their love tryst Brindaban.
Showcasing a bit murki of tappa, she gripped the
mukhra of the bandish presenting it with various types
of loykari coupled with boltaan.

Kaushiki emptied endless expressions of emotion
while throwing in the excerpts "Ghanosham Nehi
Aaye"” during her maiden performance for the Dhaka
IMUSsic coNnoisseurs.

Kaushiki's performance had reminiscent features,
including bistar together with boltaan, pukar, meed,
gamak, ragdari, shom accompanied with tehai min-
gling sargam, equal interplay of three shaptak (scales)
using entire swar and many more.

The artiste's drut bandish (on teentaal) "Kahey
Maan Karo Sakhi Ri Ab" was in a word superb. Tabla
artiste Sandip Ghosh embellished the performance by
presenting exquisite peshkar, kayda, tukra and its
bistaar and jawabi tehai. At the end of her perfor-
mance, Kaushiki, with folded palms, gave a graceful
bow to the audience.

Her father, the legendary maestro Pandit Ajoy
Chakrabarty, was to regale the audience next. The
senior ITC-SRA scholar termed Bangladesh as the holy
and opulent place of folk music, the root of classical
music. Presenting a folk song "0 Bish-er Banshirey, O

y) Bangladeshi Rajeeb Samdani
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Pora Banshirey, Ghar-er Bahir Korlirey Tui Amarey",
the maestro later expounded on its resemblance with
the performed folk genre with sargam.

"The prime source of all the elements of the Ragas--
'Bilawal', 'Khamaj' and 'Kalyan' is Bangladesh. The
hearts of the people of Bangladesh are tender with pas-
sion. If Ustad Enayet Hossain Khan and Ustad Alauddin
Baba were not born in this country, a Pandit Ravi
Shankar or an Ustad Ali Akbar Khan would not flourish,”
said Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty, who won many hearts
with this introduction. The applause said it all!

"Portraying a picture in air within air is raga. Five
things --tone or voice, lyrics, tune, rhythm and colour
or essence of melody or music -- are important for the
presentation of classical music. Swar or tone repre-
sents kavya or lyrics while sur or tune touches the soul.
The voice is the closest instrument of the mind. The
earth was created with sound. Sound is swar that
comes first; later appears the picture of sur,” explained
Pandit Chakrabarty.

Presenting a demonstrative alap, Pandit Ajoy
Chakrabarty first performed a khayal based on Raga
"Hanshadhwani", belonging to the thaat "Bilawal”.
"Hanshadhwani", a south Indian raga was on addha
taal. The eminent maestro performed the very bandish
"Lagi Lagan Pati Sakhi San" that the Dingibazar
Gharana Ustad Aman Ali Khan first rendered. A Bangla
song "Shawan Raat-e Kheya Paraparey"” followed. The
living legend also showcased various combinations
using four swar.

Rendition of a romantic Raga "Behag" followed on
audience demand. The vilambit and drut bandish of
the raga --"Kanha Mo Karana Phul" and "Lata Uljhi
Phul JThajha Balam" -- were set on vilambit ektaal and
teentaal respectively. Pandit Chakrabarty later per-
formed two other bandish --"Ab Toh Raat Lagi Lagi
Mori" and "JThumjham Dhumdham Kar Ayee Gori"
based on the same raga.

And last but not the least, Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty
and his daughter Kaushiki performed a jugalbandi
thumri "Pia Bholo Abhiman", set on darda. The blissful
presentation mesmerised the audience as the father-
daughter duo mingled the essence of Raga "Pilu" with
Raga "Pahadi". A westernised fusion intruded into the
performance. Rounds of applause were like rhythmic
waves of the ocean that the packed enthusiastic audi-
ence produced every now and then.

Gourab Chatterjee on harmonium and Bangladeshi
artistes --Haimanti Julio and Ovi Priyo on tanpura
accompanied the entire performance.

With a pleasant personality, wit and precise out-
pouring of sensibilities, taste and humour, media per-
sonality Afzal Hossain emceed the event.

The entire event was co-ordinated by Editor, Star
Insight, Rafi Hossain. Channel i was the media partner.
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(Clockwise from top-left): Award recipients Ferdausi Rahman, Firoza Begum, Amanul Haque( front row), with minister Abul Kalam Azad © , flanked by Imtiaz

Ibne Sattar and Mahfuz Anam; Contest awardees with the chief guest and organisers; Part of the enthusiastic audience; Rafi Hossain seen with Abul Kalam PHOTO:
Azad; Bangladeshi diva Sabina Yasmin renders a song at the gala hosted by Afzal Hossain; Kaushiki transports audience to melody's heights; Pandit Ajoy ATL AKASH
Chakrabarty in music's ecstasy; Shadhana dances at the show .
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Aishwarya Rai Bachchan had to wait fora  Itis truly overwhelming,” Aishwarya

The founder of Samdani Art Foundation & museums; it is an institution that houses the
Dhaka Art Summit and the Managing Director of United Kingdom's national collection of British

including the South Asian Acquisition
Committee on November 1 at a press conference
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member of the South Asian Acquisition world's 5th most visited Museum with over 4.8 from the South Asian Region and enhancing civilian award for her contribution toart ~ €veryone thﬂ I hifWE worked with as Her father-in-law, megastarﬂnurlahh o AI‘?!TEU AOSEH D E“hpw =t
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Kingdom, according to a press release. This is The Committee is chaired by Lekha Poddar, : ; " ' Francois Richier, Ambassador of such a glorious career," she said. civilian award, the Legion d Honneur in 2007. nty Maasranga Television
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by an international museum to hold such a businessman, G.P Birla. Sir Nicholas Serota, December and again during the Dhaka Art | (Chevalier dans I'Ordre des Arts et des in-laws Amitabh and Jaya Bachchan,  French award but she did not accept it 10 Ty Medb o e B

prestigious position. director of Tate has officially announced the Summit at the invitation of Samdani Art Ambassador of France to India, Francois Richier (R), conferred the honour Lettres), the second highest civilian daughter Aaradhya were present on the  because her father Krishnaraj Rai was Bflﬁf’akh‘w_ » = s
Rajeeb Samdani Tate, founded in 1897, is a network of four formation of three new Acquisition Committees  Foundation. on Aishwarya (2-R). French honour on her at a function in occasion. unwell. bl M



