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Elephant!
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elephant at Everland zoo in

Yongin, a city south of Seoul,
greeted visiting journalists
by "saying" choah (good)
and nuo (lie down).

He can also make the
sounds annyong (hi), anja
(sit down) and aniya (no),
according to a team of scien-
tists from South Korea and
Europe who studied his
vocalisations.

Elephants cannot use
their lips to make sounds
like humans do, as their
upper lips are fused with
their noses to form their
trunks.

But Koshik formulates the
words by rolling up his trunk
and putting it into his
mouth. He then either
places the tip of his trunk on
his tongue or on the ceiling
of his mouth to create differ-
entsounds.

The researchers said they
were not completely sure
how the elephant picked up
the the skill, but they believe
Koshik learned the words
from his trainer of 19 years,
Kim Jong-Gap.

Although the elephant
can clearly hear and imitate
the words, whether he
understands them is still
being studied, he said.

Everland conducted its
research along with scien-
tists from the University of
Vienna in Austria and
Germany's University of
Jena.

Koshik was born in 1990
in a state-run zoo in Seoul
and transferred 49 Kkilo-
metres south to Everland,
part of South Korea's largest
theme park, three years
later.

"Koshik is like my baby
because I've trained him
since he came here," trainer
Kim told AFP.

"I slept in a sleeping bag
near Koshik for a month
when I first started training
him and [ think that's why
we became so close to the
point where he started imi-
tating my voice," he said.

"T've never thought an
animal, especially an ele-
phant, could mimic human
sounds, so I was surprised
and thrilled to see Koshik
'speak,'" he added.

Elephants are highly
social mammals which in
the wild live in groups and
use low-frequency vocalisa-
tions to keep in contact over
great distances.

Malaysia
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hoped that the recruitment
will beginin January.

He said the two govern-
ments will sign a memoran-
dum of understanding
(MoU) on employment of
workers at the end of the
month. “We have completed
almost all the process to sign
the MoU."

Last month, the cabinet
approved a proposal for
signing the MoU, under
which a jobseeker will be able
to land a job in Malaysia at a
maximum costof Tk 40,000.

To complete the hiring
process under state arrange-
ment, the two sides dis-
cussed elaborately the sign-
ing of the MoU during the
Malaysian Human Resources
Minister S Subramaniam's
visit to Dhaka in September.

Mashiur's
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Bangla, said, "The ACC acts

independently and impar-
tially. If he [Mashiur] remains
at work, it will not influence
the ACC'senquiryinanyway.

"It will make no difference
to the ACC in making deci-
sions.”

The anti-graft body last
week asked Mashiur to
appear before it on November
4 for questioning.

The ACC chief said its
enquiry team quizzed many
people and examined a lot of
data and information. And it
was going to question
Mashiurregarding those.

In June, the World Bank
cancelled its $1.2 billion loan
for the bridge citing "corrup-
tion conspiracy”. It had said
the government has to meet
three conditions, including
sending Mashiur on leave, for
revival of the loan agreement.

The global lender decided
to revive its loan on
September 21 after the
Bangladesh government
agreed to its terms and condi-
tions. It then appointed a
three-member external panel
early last month to assess the
conduct of the ACC investiga-
tion. The panel recently vis-
ited Dhaka.

(GGala cultural
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Life", a Standard Chartered

Bank and The Daily Star
cooperative endeavour
aimed at recognising emerg-
ing artistes in these fields
through giving them a plat-
form to make themselves
known.

This year's theme was
"Celebrating Youth of
Bangladesh".

The chief guest on the
occasion, Cultural Affairs
Minister Abul Kalam Azad,
handed over the awards to 6
winners and 12 contestants
who received honourable
mention in the competition
at the gala evening where
classical music maestro
Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty
along with his daughter
Kaushiki Desikan per-
formed.

The award giving cere-
mony was marked by jubila-
tion as the audience burst
into cheery applause while
the names of the awardees
were being announced at
the three-hour event.

The stage was strewn with
light beads against a black
backdrop, resembling a
starry night.

Hosted by media person-
ality Afzal Hossain, the gala
began with Bangladeshi diva
Sabina Yasmin rendering a
song written by Ripa Sarker,
who won the first prize in
lyrics contest. The song was
accompanied by a dance
performance.

Four notable personali-
ties received Lifetime
Achievement Awards for
their contributions to their
respective disciplines. Each
of them received Tk 1 lakh in
prize money.

Renowned Nazrul
Sangeet exponent Firoza
Begum received the Lifetime
Achievement Award for
Nazrul Sangeet and modern
Bangla songs. Celebrated
film star Abdur Razzak was
honoured with the Lifetime
Achievement Award for his
contributions to film.

Veteran photographer
Amanul Haque received the
Lifetime Achievement for
his gifted photographs
which underpin various
phases in Bangladesh's
history and noted singer
Ferdausi Rahman was hon-
oured for film songs and
"Bhawaiya" (folk) songs.

The Daily Star Editor and
Publisher Mahfuz Anam
adorned the lifetime
achievement awardees with
Uttorio (celebratory scarf)
while the acting chief execu-
tive officer of Standard
Chartered Bank in
Bangladesh, Imtiaz Ibne
Sattar, handed over the
crests and prize money.

Channel i Managing
Director Faridur Reza Sagor
received the award of Razzak
who could not attend the
programme.

"I have learned all types
of songs. But I learned
Nazrul Sangeet from an
innate urge as it was
neglected,” said Firoza
Begum in her instant reac-
tion. She said she had never
thought of coming by such
appreciation before.

Ferdausi Rahman in her
turn said, "Life is beautiful
and I enjoyed my life sing-
ing. This is how I celebrate
my life."

Encouraging the promis-
ing artistes, Ferdausi said
time had come to give the
talented youngsters their
due and let them establish.
She thanked the organisers
for taking the initiative of
rewarding the young cre-
ative minds.

Abul Kalam Azad also
thanked the organisers for
arranging and creating the
platform where young and
promising people of the
country can get inspiration
and an opportunity to flour-
ish. He also congratulated
the participants.

"Through this competi-
tion and the subsequent
recognition of unknown
talents, the nation will find a
treasure of creativity. The
young generation of the
country will get a source of
inspiration from this event,"
Azad added.

Mahfuz Anam said, "Pa-
triotism is one of the defin-
ing characteristics of the
Bangladeshi people and
people express their patrio-
tism in different ways. To be
creative is also patriotism.

"That's why we are organ-
ising this event to recognise
and help flourish creativity
among our young genera-
tion."

He urged all to engage

themselves in creative activ-
ities, saying that creativity is
one of the core aspects of
human life.

"We are human because
we are creative," he said,
calling upon the country
people to show creativity in
allspheres of their lives.

"We must make ourselves
beautiful and make our city
beautiful through becoming
conscious,” he concluded.

Imtiaz Ibne Sattar said,
"We believe it is our respon-
sibility to uphold the posi-
tive image of every country
we call home.

"The creative endeavour
perused by the artistic
minds today will shape the
culture of the future and no
doubt it will be a vital ele-
ment in the future we aspire
to achieve here in
Bangladesh."

Imtiaz said his organisa-
tion wanted the world to see
the stereotype some people
make about Bangladesh
sitting in other parts of the
world are not what make this
country.

Rahul Talukder won the
first place in the photogra-
phy contest while Rezwan
Razzaq and Suvasish Paul
became second and third.
They received Tk 1,00,000,
Tk 50,000, and Tk 25,000
respectively.

Ripa Sarker, Bilal Hossian
Nuri and Ashanuzzaman
became the first, second and
third in lyrics category,
receiving Tk 50,000, Tk
25,000 and Tk 15,000 respec-
tively.

The rest twelve contes-
tants also got honourable
mention in photography
and lyrics category.

The judges' panel, how-
ever, could not select any
winnersin film category.

The award formalities
were followed by a spell-
binding classical perfor-
mance by Kaushiki, daugh-
ter of maestro Ajoy
Chakrabarty and herself a
renowned artiste in India.
She was followed by
Chakrabarty, who in his
varied demonstrations of
classical musical forms gave
the Dhaka crowd an event to
remember.

It was an evening of pro-
found poetry, swiftly passing
into a night of melodious
ecstasy.

Khaleda
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Gadkari at his residence

yesterday afternoon, BNP
Vice Chairman Shamsher
Mobin Chowdhury told
media persons that the
meeting between the Indian
president and the party chief
has been fixed at 10:30 hours
today.

Mobin also said Khaleda
and Gadkari had discussed
issues of bilateral interest,
including Teesta water-
sharing and border killings,
and agreed that a resolution
of pending issues would
help further strengthen the
ties between the two coun-
tries.

Gadkari said today's
young generation is more
concerned about poverty
and once this problem is
solved, relation between the
two countries is bound to
improve.

On October 28, Khaleda
had met another BJP leader
Sushma Swaraj soon after
her arrival in New Delhi.

Earlierin the day, Khaleda
returned from Jaipur after a
two-day visit to India's Pink
City and paying obeisance to
the shrine of Hazrat Khwaja
Moinuddin Chishtiin Ajmer.

Since her arrival, Khaleda
had met Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
Foreign Minister Salman
Khurshid, Foreign Secretary
Ranjan Mathai and National
Security Adviser
Shivshankar Menon.

Chinese ships
in disputed
waters: Japan

AFP, Tokyo

Six Chinese government
ships temporarily cruised in
the territorial waters of
disputed Tokyo-controlled
islands yesterday, Japan's
coastguard said.

Four maritime surveil-
lance ships entered the 12-
nautical-mile zone around
one of the East China Sea
islands shortly before noon
but moved out nearly two
hours later, the coastguard
said.

Four deals
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witnessed the signing cere-

mony at the latter's office in
Hanoi after the official talks.

Of the two agreements,
one was related to the exten-
sion of an MoU between the
two countries on coopera-
tion in the field of agricul-
ture signed in 2004.

Abdul Hamid, additional
secretary of the agriculture
ministry of Bangladesh, and
Nguyen Thi Xuan Thu, dep-
uty minister of agriculture
and rural development
ministry of Vietnam, signed
the agreement.

The other agreement for
cooperation on the estab-
lishment of the Bangladesh-
Vietnam Business Council
and Vietnam-Bangladesh
Business Council was signed
between the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industries
(FBCCI) and the Vietnam
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (VCCI).

FBCCI President AK Azad
and VCCI President Vu Tien
Loc signed the deal on behalf
oftheir respective sides.

Of the remaining two
Mols, one was signed in the
field of fisheries and live-
stock between agriculture
and rural development
ministry of Vietnam and
fisheries and livestock min-
istry of Bangladesh.

Ujjal Bikash Dutta, fisher-
ies and livestock secretary of
Bangladesh, and Nguyen Thi
Xuan Thu, deputy minister
of agriculture and rural
development ministry of
Vietnam, signed the MoU.

Another MoU on trade
promotion was signed
between the Vietnam Trade
Promotion Agency
(VIETRADE) and the Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB) of
Bangladesh.

After the signing cere-
mony, the two premiers
noted that these deals would
provide an important legal
foundation for relevant
agencies and ministries of
the two countries to imple-
ment and expand coopera-
tioninspecific fields.

US man
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materials to al-Qaeda, and
seeking to damage US gov-
ernment buildings with
explosives.

Under a plea deal, prose-
cutors agreed to drop four
other charges.

Prosecutors said Ferdaus
had been planning "jihad",
or holy war, since 2010. They
also said he had plotted to use
explosive devices detonated
by mobile phones to target
US soldiers in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

In an FBI statement fol-
lowing the sentencing, First
Assistant US Attorney Jack
Pirozzolo described Ferdaus'
actions as "self-initiated,
deliberate and dangerous”.

In court on Thursday,
Ferdaus thanked his friends
and family for supporting
him, but offered no apology.

US District Judge Richard
Stearns said Ferdaus' friends
and family had sent letters of
support suggesting that he
had lived "90%" of his life in
a positive way.

"Everyone noticed that
there was a point when Mr
Ferdaus' life turned darker,”
he said.

Outside court, his mother
told reporters: "My son is
innocent."

Ferdaus' sentence
includes 10 years of super-
vised release. He could have
faced 35 years without a plea
deal.

UPDF activist
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group of Shantu Larma-led

Parbatya Chattagram Jana
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS)
cadres picked up Rupayan
from Dullatali bazar area on
Thursday around 8:30pm as
he was on his way home. The
next morning, locals recov-
ered his body from nearby
Hazachharamukh.

However, PCJSS Press and
Information Secretary Sajib
Chakma denied the involve-
ment of his party men in the
killing.

Officer-in-Charge
Mohammad Kamrul of
Laxmichhari Police Station
said police recovered the
body of Rupayan around
9:00am and sent it to
Khagrachhari Adhunik
Sadar Hospital for an
autopsy.

No one from the victim's
family has contacted with
the police, and no case has
been filed, said the OC.

Bangladesh made
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[t further said Bangladesh

has also made huge gains
in education and health.

More than 90 percent of
girls enrolled in primary
school in 2005, slightly
more than boys. That was
twice the female enrolment
rate in 2000.

Infant mortality had
more than halved, from 97
deaths per thousand live
births in 1990 to 37 per
thousand in 2010. Over the
same period child mortal-
ity fell by two-thirds and
maternal mortality fell by
three-quarters. Maternal
mortality now stands at 194
per 100,000 births, the
reports added.

In 1990, women could
expect to live a year less
than men; now they can
expect to live two years
more than men do.

“Some of these changes
are among the fastest
social improvements ever
seen. Remarkably, the
country has achieved all
this even though economic
egrowth, until recently, has
been sluggish and income
has risen only modestly,”
said the reports.

On family planning, the
reports said Bangladesh
not only halved the rate of
fertility within a genera-
tion, but also increased
women's influence within
their own households. For
the first time, wives con-
trolled the size of families.

According to the reports,
four main factors contrib-
uted to the surprising suc-
cess.

They were the govern-
ment's programme of
voluntary family planning,
growth in textile sector
where four-fifths of its
workers were female,
remittance from abroad
sent by six million
Bangladeshis, and green
revolution, mircocredit and
the role of NGOs, particu-
larly Brac and Grameen
Bank.

“And both the boom in
the textile industry and the
arrival of microcredit have,
over the past 20 years, put

I Poor but impressive

Wealth and health
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money into women's pock-
ets, from which it is more
likely to be spent on health,
education and better food,”
the reports added.

The reports also said
Bangladesh has main-
tained a broad consensus
in favour of basic social
spending despite military
coups and a toxic politics
dominated by the bitter
infighting of the “battling
begums” (Sheikh Hasina
and Khaleda Zia).

Moreover, Bangladesh's
achievements remain
vulnerable to political
interference, the reports
said, adding that Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
was vindictively meddling
with Grameen Bank,
removing its boss and
trying to impose her own
choice upon the institu-
tion's shareholders, all to
punish its founder,
Muhammad Yunus, for

daring to think of setting up
a political party.

Between 1971 and 2010,
rice harvest more than
trebled though the area
under cultivation
increased by less than 10
percent.

Bangladesh still has
formidable problems. Its
nutritional standards are
low and stalled for a few
years in the early 2000s.
While the government has
managed to increase
school enrolment, the
quality of education is
abysmal and the drop-out
rate exceptionally high, the
reports said.

Bangladesh is badly
governed, stifled by red
tape and faces severe envi-
ronmental problems. But
in terms of the success of
its grass-roots develop-
ment, it has lessons for the
world, the reports went on
to say.

Pre-paid power
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But the new pre-paid meters

will have different features,
most significantly the ability
to control high load during
peak hours.

Explaining how the load
will be controlled in this
system, the power secretary
said while topping up the
pre-paid meters, they could
be given a command to put a
cap on the highest power
load to be consumed by the
user at certain hours.

This load will be deter-
mined by the users' original
demand.

This way, the users would
not be able to operate at
random multiple high
voltage electric appliances
like air conditioners or
heaters.

“These will be installed
mainly in urban areas
because of the cost factor,”

said Azad, adding, “When
the meter cost will go down,
we will then introduce them
torural areas.”

Currently there are 1.25
crore power connections,
representing coverage of
half of the country's popula-
tion.

The power sector's sys-
tems loss stands close to 13
percent, which has huge
financial implication in the
power sector. The power
sector is now being heavily
subsidised as well as com-
pensated by frequent power
tariffhikes.

The cost of power genera-
tion in the last two years has
gone up more than two
times due to increased use of
imported fuel. As a result,
checking power theft and
disciplining power usage
have become more impor-
tant than ever.

“It took us three years to
develop the relevant soft-
ware to introduce the uni-
fied meter. Through a tender
we have selected a contrac-
tor to supply us with the
meters,” said Secretary AK
Azad.

In the first phase, the
meters will be quickly
installed by the Dhaka Power
Distribution Company
(Dpdc) and Dhaka Electric
Supply Company (Desco).

“We have planstosetupa
pre-paid meter manufactur-
ing unit at the DPDC, so that
the cost of the meters can go
down and we can provide
them to base-line (or low
end) customers,” the secre-
tary said.

The power division also
plans to hire a private com-
pany to maintain the pre-
paid meters at the consumer
level.

Dhaka, Delhi
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They discussed for nearly

an hour with particular
focus on the pending
issues. Quayes declined to
specify the issues.

However, sources said
among the issues was the
signing of Teesta water-
sharing deal, which was
shelved at the last moment
during Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan
Singh's visit to Dhaka.

Other issues include
developing infrastructure
relating to border trade and
movement of people across
the northern part of
Bangladesh and West
Bengal.

Quavyes also told news-
men that the proposed
Deputy High Commission
of Bangladesh in Mumbai,
India's commercial capital,
would soon be opened.
Dhaka has also proposed to
India of opening Assistant
High Commissions in
Guwahati and Chennai,
and upgrading status of the
consulate in Agartala, the
capital of Tripura, to an
Assistant High

| Commission.

FM-LEVELMEET
Quayes said Bangladesh
was awaiting a response
from Delhi about the possi-
ble date of the second edi-
tion of the foreign minis-
ter-level meetings of India-
Bangladesh Joint
Consultative Commission
to be held in Dhaka.

External Affairs Minister
Salman Khurshid will lead
the Indian delegation at the
meet. The first meeting was
held in New Delhi in June
this year.
PIRACY A BIG THREAT
Earlier, addressing the IOR-
ARC, Quayes said piracy in
the Indian Ocean had
become a matter of great
concern for all due to its high
human and economicloss.

"The extent of their
[pirates’'] reach signifies
that it will be difficult to
curb the threat without a
concerted regional, trans-
regional and international
campaign,” he said, and
called for promotion of
shipping services among
the 19 countries of the IOR-
ARC.

"We need to work
towards establishment of a
free and non-

discriminatory regime by
which the national flag
carriers and qualified sail-
ors of one member state
can have easy access to the
markets of the others,” he
added.

As immediate measures
against piracy, Quayes
mentioned of effective port
administration, well-
equipped enforcement
agency, judicial and legis-
lative capacity-building as
well as counter-piracy
measures in the ships.

"However, in the long
run, creation of a good
order in the sea will be
needed to prevent illegal,
unregulated and unre-
ported fishing activities.”

Citing that the liveli-
hood of 30 million
Bangladeshi people is
linked with fishing, the
Bangladesh foreign secre-
tary said the country was
taking measures for ensur-
ing safety and security of
these fishermen against
robbery or abduction, and
working with its neigh-
bouring countries “to ease
the process of repatriation
of fishermen who get
stranded due to natural
disasters”.

Dhaka, Hanoi
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ensure food security in both
nations."

She invited the
Vietnamese investors, distin-
guished persons and media
people to visit Bangladesh
and see its overall progress in
the bid to become a regional
economic hub.

At the press briefing, the
Vietnamese premier said,
"We have found directions
for improving relations
between the two countries in
the fields of politics, diplo-
macy, security and economic
trade, investment and agri-
culture, information and
communication, cultural
and tourism and other few
areas."

Both sides are maintain-
ing exchange of visits at all
levels to fostering the exist-
ing cooperation mechanism
such as formation of a joint
commission, he told the
reporters.

Tan Dung also said the
foreign ministries of the two
countries would initiate talks
and organise the first-ever
political-level consultation
next year to cement the
bilateral relations and
exchange views on regional
and international issues of
COMIMON concern.

"We agreed to create a
favourable atmosphere for
the companies of the two
countries in business and
investment areas like con-
sumer goods production,
fishery processing and tele-
communications.”

Both sides also concurred
to facilitate maritime trade
and simplification of admin-
istrative procedures, he
added.

Earlier, the two premiers
held a 15-minute meeting
when Hasina invited her
Vietnamese counterpart to
visit Bangladesh at his earli-
est convenient time.

Hasina's Press Secretary
Abul Kalam Azad said the
Vietnamese premier
accepted the invitation.

Bangladesh Foreign
Minister Dipu Moni and
Ambassador-At-Large M
Ziauddin were present dur-
ing the meeting.

Hasina reached in Hanoi
yesterday morning. Deputy
Foreign Minister of Vietnam
Ho Xuan Son received the
premier at Noi Bai
International Airport.

3 members
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car before Siyam Tower in

Uttara around 8:30am and
arrested the trio. It also rec-
overed the forged Indian
rupees from the car.

Talking to newsmen,
Commander M Sohail of the
Rab's Legal and Media Wing
said the arrestees admitted
they use Bangladesh as a
transit route to smuggle the
forged notes into India.

“The fake currencies were
brought to Dhaka from
Pakistan's Karachi by air. A
man handed over the notes
to the gangin Uttara.”

Several money cou-
nterfeiting rings are active in
the country in the smuggling
of fake notes and the law
enforcers are trying to bring
them to book, mentioned
the Rab official.

Police foil
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commemorating the

October 28, 2006 deadly
clash between supporters of
Jamaat and Awami League in
the capital.

BNP leader MK Anwar
was scheduled to attend the
meeting as the chief guest.

DMP Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Ramna
Zone Anwar Hossain said
they detained the Jamaat men
as police had information that
the activists might indulge in
subversive activities.

He added that police were
interrogating the detainees.

Jamaat's Assistant
Publicity Secretary Matiur
Rahman Akanda told The
Daily Star that police had
cordoned the press club
since morning and arrested
the Jamaat men when they
tried to enter the premises.

Failed to hold the meet-
ing, the Jamaat supporters
took position at the Dainik
Bangla intersection and
protested the arrests.

Asked, Akanda could not
immediately name the
arrestees and their positions
in the party.

Jamaat, later in a state-
ment signed by its acting
secretary general Shafiqur
Rahman, condemned the
police action and demanded
release of the arrestees.



