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Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty performs tonight in Dhaka

feel too shy to acknowledge that,” said Pandit
Chakrabarty.
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great contribution in the sphere of experi-
mental paintings. Some of them mingle
local motifs and western forms.

Azim was a socially aware painter. In
1952, he was involved in the Language Move-
ment. At that time, he was a second year

Since the 1950s and 1960s, Bangladeshi
painters have incorporated a diverse range of
familiar and unfamiliar forms and motifs in
their works. Though the contemporary art
history of Bangladesh does not have a long
innings, it flourished within a relatively short

several forms of modern, abstract, abstract-
impressionist and abstract-expressionist
art. Their works had an enriching influence
on other emerging painters as well.

Azim died in 1975, at the peak of his
artistic career. He produced many paint-

ings, water colours and sketches in the
course of his rather short career. He gradu-
ated in Fine Arts from Dacca College of Arts
and Crafts (at present Faculty of Fine Arts,
Dhaka University) in 1955. A hardworking
and reflective introvert, Azim spent a signif-
icant part of his career in Karachi, Pakistan -
- a hub for artists, poets, writers and novel-
ists at the time. Besides immersing himself
in painting, Azim taught at an art institute
in Karachi. He returned to Dhaka for good
after the Liberation War and devoted him-
self to painting.
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aspect of his works. The treatment of colour
and the composition was exceptional. A
good interaction between use of space and
objects always carried an aesthetic trade-

The 55th International Leipzig Festi-
val for Documentary and Animated
Film also known as “DOK Leipzig”
officially opened on October 29
through the world premiere of

sense, the film conveys a message of
the changing effect of global warm-
ing. Simon along with some 200
other filmmakers is attending this

PHOTO COURTESY: SIMON

Leipzig is such a place.”

Mayor Burkhard Jung said, “DOK
Leipzig has long been a hallmark of
Leipzig and has become a cultural
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With a concurrent programme -- planned to
be jointly hosted by Bengal Foundation and I'TC-
Sangeet Research Academy (SRA) of India,
Pandit Chakrabarty has a busy calendar in store.
But then, the musical scene in Dhaka is not new
to the Pandit. I've had the honour of knowing
him since the early 1980s when he came to
perform and train aspiring artistes at the
classical music school, Sadarang. Many years
have gone by since, but his enthusiasm to
comment on and visualise the musical realm has
not dimmed by even a shade.

Chakrabarty.

Pandit Chakrabarty has followed his Guru's
word to the letter. His style is considered to
combine all elements that a purist classical
vocalist strives for -- the open, bold voice, the
broad gamak and the rarified ability to perform
split second taan. No wonder critics confidently
refer to Chakrabarti as one of the best rhythmic
minds in India. The complexity of the calcula-
tions flow with ease and spontaneity and
Chakrabarty's music is very precise and pre-

meditated. This makes him a gifted teacher as
well.

A painting by Mubinul Azim.

held 17 solo exhibitions in the country and
abroad. After his death, two exhibitions of his
works were held at Dhaka Club (in 1976) and
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy (in 1998).

In 2012, the painter was posthumously
awarded Ekushey Padak for his outstanding
contribution to Bangladeshi art.

At the opening ceremony, Danish
film “The Will" by Christian
Sonderby Jepsen was given the 2012
Doc Alliance Award, according to an
official press release collected and
sent by Simon from Leipzig. The
prize is 5,000 euros and is handed
out alternately at the six European
film festivals that have formed the
Doc Alliance.

The evening came to a close with
the world premiere of “Shunte Ki

Leipzig Mayor Burkhard Jung wel-
comed 750 guests from around the
world to the sold-out CineStar thea-
tre. Festival director Claas Danielsen
delivered the opening address, in
which he laid out urgent media
policy goals.

Arts Minister Schorlemer praised
the festival as a meeting place. “As a
special art form that is constantly
reinvented through technological
innovation and changing media

working conditions. “In many areas
of the film industry, there is an
imbalance of power that has the
potential to push entire groups
within the profession to the edge of
economic survival,” Danielsen said.

The number of accreditations this
year totals about 1,400, making it
clear that the film festival has estab-
lished itself as an international
industry gathering.

The festival will continue till
November 4.
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list of awards and honours, to name but a few,
include being the first Fellow to receive a Gold
Medal from ITC-SRA, the first recipient of the

“Completeness in music is what music is all
about. Vivisection of art is the disfiguration of
art,” his guru would say. “Cutting off the nose of

Afzal Hossain
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Ustad Munawar Ali Khan, son of the legendary
maestro of the Patiala-Kasur gharana, Ustad
Bade Ghulam Ali Khan.

discussions for students so that they enter a
bigger platform and take it up as a profession
and are in complete control of the subject.

A CORRESPONDENT

exhibition titled “Of Man and Earth”. The
exhibition begins today at 5:30pm at Bengal
Gallery in Dhanmondi.

On the occasion of the exhibition, Bengal
Gallery organised a press conference yester-

Aunt Rosemary was not George Clooney's only famous
relative. You can add a certain Civil War American presi-
dent to the Oscar-winning actor's family tree.
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There were times when he would train under the
guru for 5-8 hours at a stretch. Following in his
guru's footsteps, Pandit Chakrabarty decided to
pursue his musical training at various gharanas
(schools of music). His vision was to assimilate
the best that the different gharanas offered and
infuse it into an individual style, for which he is
noted today as one of India's most versatile
vocalists.

“My guru had learned from several tabla
maestros starting from Pt. Therakua, Feroze
Khan, Wajid Hussain Khan and more. He was a
versatile genius as he embellished his gayaki
with styles of other gharanas and enriched our
pattern of music,” said Pandit Chakrabarty on
his guru Jnan Prakash Ghosh.

Thus he journeyed along his musical path to
learn and perform and not limit his style or
gayaki. “You never cease to learn, and this may

succeed at all!” -- he added.

Asked if the popularity of pure classical music
is on the wane, Pandit Chakrabarty believes that
the younger generation is much more attuned to
classical music than people think. The genre, he
said, has an incredible range of compositions
with a universal appeal, particularly to the
young at heart. They do in fact relate more to the
expression of a lover's longing in different
seasons like Raga Bahar, Basant (depicting
spring) or Malhar (relating to monsoon) -- or the
natural echoes of the hill as depicted in Raga
Paharito name a few.

With access to the finest musicians who have
been enriching pure classical music in the
subcontinent, the genre would once again
blossom and a natural waterfall would create a
rainbow of colours.

“The radiance is all,” an optimistic

that he is hosting a 'Celebrating Life’ event. While talking to The Daily Star, he
expressed his feelings about hosting this occasion. In his words, “'Celebrating
Life' is different from the other programmes that I host. The name is self-
explanatory. It reminds us how we often forget to celebrate the good things in
life and focus on the negative aspects instead. An effort like this is very com-

mendable and I am very happy to be a part of it.”
Four legendary figures of Bangladesh will receive Lifetime Achievement

Awards this year at the 'Celebrating Life Gala Event' in four different catego-
ries: Firoza Begum for Nazrul Sangeet and Modern Bengali songs, Abdur
Razzak for Film, Amanul Haque for Photography and Ferdausi Rahman for
film songs and Bhawaiya (folk) songs. The winners of these prestigious awards
will receive a crest, a certificate and Taka one lakh each.

Classical music maestro Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty, along with his daughter
Kaushiki Desikan, will perform at the gala event. The performance will be a
highlight of the award giving ceremony. Bangladeshi diva Sabina Yasmin will

also grace the occasion with her performance.
Since 2008, 'Celebrating Life' has been organised annually by The Daily Star

with the support of Standard Chartered Bank to promote young talents in
Bangladesh, to know our country better and to uphold our cultural heritage.

fishing on a moonlit night, peasants, paddy
fields, mustard fields and greenery are recur-
rent themes in his works. At the show, works

Syed Jahangir (C) speaks at the press conference.

on the occasion.
The exhibition will continue till Novem-
ber 13.

SY ED JAHANGIR
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related to President Abraham Lincoln.

According to Ancestry.com, Clooney is the half-first
cousin five times removed from Lincoln, the 16th presi-
dent. The genealogy website breaks down the connec-
tion, explaining the "half" means that two of their
ancestors were half-siblings - Lincoln's mother Nancy
Hanks was the half-sister of Clooney's 4th great-
grandmother Mary Ann Sparrow.

Hanks and Sparrow shared the same mother, Lucy
Hanks, but had different fathers. Lucy Hanks was Lin-
coln's maternal grandmother as well as the 5th great-
grandmother of Clooney.

Clooney's aunt was singer and actress Rosemary
Clooney, who died in 2002.

Clooney, long noted for his political activism, is a
major Hollywood backer of President Barack Obama.
He hosted a Democratic Party fundraiser at his Los
Angeles home in March that raised $15 million.

Lincoln, a Republican, is considered one of the great-

He is the subject

~
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s
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the country through the Civil War and is credited with
the abolition of slavery, which officially became law in
1865 after his assassination.

of an upcoming Steven Spielberg

film "Lincoln," starring Daniel Day-Lewis in the title
role, which is to open in the United States next week.

Ancestry.com is offering free access to more than
20,000 documents showcasing Lincoln's life, his family
tree and the most pivotal moments of his presidential
career. The details can be found at
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cist. The triangular love story is to
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career. The success of “Chandni's”
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and the coveted Padma Bhushan in
2005 for his contribution to cin-

neer Shoilendranath Saha while District
Council Administrator, Advocate Subhas
Chandra Bose, attended the function as the
chief guest. It was addressed, among others,
by the principal of Amada Adarsha College,

the “Yash Chopra style'. That term
embraced films that were heroine-
oriented, romantic, emotional,
while depicting the lavish lifestyle
of the elite with unforgettable songs

the title song of the film.
However, the song is now to be
used as the end titles of the movie
start rolling. The song will have
visuals with vignettes from the

by the famous Salim-Javed com-
bine. Bachchan also starred in

Chopra's romantic dramas, “Kabhie ¢M4-
Kabhie"” and “Silsila”. In the latter

film, inspired by Chopra, Akhtar

and Nikhil Ranjan Biswas; painter Baladev
Adhikary were accorded reception for their
achievernent in their respective fields.

Later, at night a cultural function was held
with music and entertainment.
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Shahrukh I{han and Katrina Kaif in Yash Chopra's last film “Jab Tak Hai Jaan”.

Compiled by Correspondent



