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Pybus quits
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that Pybus, through his

agent, had informed the
board that he would not
continue with the
Bangladesh cricket team
late Tuesday night.
Bangladesh bowling coach
Shane John Jurgensen will
take over as head coach for
the upcoming series
against the West Indies in
November-December.

Pybus, Bangladesh's
11th foreign coach came on
board with the Bangladesh
cricket team on May 30
when he agreed to a two-
year deal. He replaced
former Australian cricketer
Stuart Law, who cut short
his stint as head coach after
nine months in the job in
April citing family reasons.
He had been in charge of the
Tigers for their T20 tours to
Zimbabwe, Ireland,
Netherlands, Trinidad &
Tobago, and the recently
concluded ICC World
Twenty20.

Speaking to popular
cricket website
ESPNCricinfo Pybus, cur-
rently on vacation in South
Africa after the completion
of Bangladesh's 1CC World
Twenty20 assignment,
claimed that there was a
discrepancy between his
initial agreement with the
BCB, and the contractual
terms he had been offered
when he had accepted the
job.

It recently emerged that
Pybus, an Englishman
living in South Africa, had

never actually signed a
contract with the BCB and
had accepted the position
under a Memorandum of
Understanding. The main
bone of contention that
has led to his resignation
now and for which he was
hesitant to accept the posi-
tion initially was his vaca-
tion terms.

“He (Pybus) had to leave
because of family reasons,”
said new BCB president
Nazmul Hassan Papon
after a board meeting, his
first in charge, at the Sher-
e-Bangla National Stadium
in Mirpur yesterday. “He
wanted to go home
between tours, which was
not possible from our point
of view. He cannot stay as a
part-time coach.”

According to his
ESPNCricinfo interview,

Pybus was initially resis-
tant to BCB's offers of head
coach because he would
have had to spend too
much time away from
family as the board wanted
Pybus to be with the team
and in Bangladesh 320 days
a year. He said that he only
accepted at the third time of
asking because the BCB
agreed to his condition to go
home between tours, but
that their agreement was not
made explicit in the contract
presented to him when he
came to Dhaka, which is why
he refused to sign it.

The bad blood between
the board and Pybus
recently increased when
terms of his contract were
leaked to the local media,
which he said 'fundamen-
tally undermined the
principles of confidential-
ity'.

Pybus further alleged
that during his tenure as
coach, he was undermined
by board officials, some of
whom were 'not only
obstructive, but seemed to
be completely ignorant of
cricket' after having been
assured by then BCB presi-
dent AHM Mustafa Kamal
that there will be no inter-
ference.

YAKUZA SCANDAL
Japan names

new justice

minister
AFP, Tokyo

Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihiko Noda vyesterday
named a new justice minis-
ter after the last one resigned
in the wake of an uproar over
past links to organised
crime.

Makoto Taki, who was
shuffled out of the post
on October 1 to make way
for the now scandal-
tainted Keishu Tanaka,
has been put back in his
old job, the government
announced.

Taki, 74, a career civil
servant, had a low profile
while previously in office,
but won plaudits for beefing
up Japan's laws on reckless
driving.

Tanaka stepped down on
Tuesday, citing health rea-
sons after spending several
daysin hospital.
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Gang held for cheating
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Branch (DB) arrested the four
from Lakeshore Hotel in the
capital's Gulshan.

The foreigners could not
produce their travel docu-
ments and any proof of own-
ership ofthe seized money.

Briefing the press at the
Media Centre of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP),
Deputy Commissioner
Mollah Nazrul Islam of the
DB said the gang members
introduced themselves as
representatives of the
Libyan government.

He claimed that the
Libyans in connivance with a
local gang swindled

jobseekers of the money. The
foreigners have siphoned
money off the country.

Talking to this correspon-
dent, arrestee Samir claimed
that they have been working
here as representatives of a
manpower recruitment
agency in Libya. Four local
agencies help them attract
jobseekers.

"People here contact the
local agencies to complete
visa formalities at the Libyan
embassy. We work as media-
tors between the embassy
and the agency in Libya," he
added.

He claimed that staff of the
local manpower agencies

gave passports to them to
submit those to the embassy
for visa processing.

Another arrestee Priyanka
claimed that she first got
acquainted with Samir in a
party seven months ago.
Though she was in a roman-
tic relationship with Samir,
she had no idea about the
occupation of the Libyans.

Police were yet to contact
with the Libyan embassy to
verify the claims of the
arrestees.

Process was underway for
lodging a case with Gulshan
Police Station in this connec-
tion.

Durga Puja ends
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of fanfare and festivity,

Hindus all over the country
took out colourful proces-
sions to commemorate the
return of the Goddess and her
four children to Kailash, her
husband's abode. Hundreds
of devotees, young and old,
men and women, joined
hands to lower the idols into
rivers amid the beating of
drums, prayers and chant-
ingofhymns.

A tinge of sadness filled the
air but the devotees consoled
themselves that Durga would
return again next year.

In the morning, devotees
offered their final prayers at
different puja mandaps (pa-
vilions) across the capital. The
participation of youths in the
festivities was particularly
noticeable as they partook in
celebratory dances and rong
khela, a play with colours.

"We try to observe tradi-
tional rituals of puja, but for

the younger generations, I
think puja is more a time to
meet friends and family and
have fun," said Shreya Baral,
ayoung professional.

"It has taken on a secular
atmosphere as people of
different faiths join in the
celebrations," she noted.

In recent times, the
grounds of Banani-Gulshan,
Kalabagan and Uttara in the
capital have become popular
destinations for youths. In
addition to traditional puja
merriments, organisers at
these venues arranged cul-
tural events that drew large
crowds. The revelry in Old
Dhaka, especially in
Shankhari Bazar and Tanti
Bazar, continued to attract
Hindu devotees and a
diverse assortment of visi-
tors.

Muslims, Buddhists and
Christians also participated in
the five-day long Hindu festiv-

ities, presenting a wonderful
example of communal har-
mony.

"Muslims have always
participated in puja celebra-
tions, but in these troubled
times, it is still nice to see
people of different faiths
actively joining each other's
festivities," said Khushi
Kabir, prominent women's
rights activist, while visiting
Dhakeswari Temple.

A group of youngsters, clad
in red and white, the tradi-
tional colours of Dashami,
introduced themselves as
Muslims butsaw no reason as
to why they could not
express their solidarity with
the Hindu community.

"It is an inclusive festival,"
they said.

Durga puja was celebrated
with great fervour this year at
28,000 mandaps across the
country, including 201 in the
capital.

ajj today
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nightin government provided
tents and buildings, passing
the time in prayer and reflec-
tion.

The passage to Mina marks
the official launch of the hajj
on the eighth day of the
Muslim calendar month of
Dhul Hijja.

The day is known as
Tarwiah (Watering) as pil-
grims in the past stopped at
Mina to feed their animals
and stock up for the follow-
ing day's trip to Mount
Arafat.

Men dressed in the white
shrouds symbolising resur-
rection chanted in unison as
they marched towards Mina:
"l am responding to your
call, God."

head to foot revealing only
their faces and hands, echoed
thereligious chant.

Sweaty and exasperated,
55-year-old Indonesian pil-
grim Laila Soharti told AFP
"We are thrilled to be heading
towards God's most sacred
spots on earth."

The pilgrims' stay in
Makkah has so far been inci-
dent-free, with some 25,700
members of civil defence
deployed throughout the
kingdom's holy cities.

Saudi Interior Ministry
spokesman Mansur al-Turki
said that around 85 percent of
the pilgrims will head to Mina
while the rest will head
straight to Mount Arafat.

Today, Arafat Day, is the

grims ascend Mount Arafat,
some 10 kilometres south-
east of Mina, to spend the
dayin prayer.

The hilltop and the sur-
rounding plain is where the
Prophet Mohammed is
believed to have delivered his
final hajj sermon before his
death.

After sunset, the pilgrims
head to Muzdalifah, between
Mina and Arafat, where they
collect stones to throw at the
devil, one of the last rituals
which will take place tomor-
row and mark the first day of
Eid al-Azha, the annual feast
of sacrifice.

The hajj is one of the five
pillars of Islam that every
capable Muslim must per-

Jamaat gears up
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Addressing a public meeting
in Dinajpur recently,
Khaleda said the 18-party
alliance will launch a vigor-
ous movement after the Eid-
ul-Azha for "restoring
democracy and saving peo-
ple from repression.”

Shamsul, MP from
Chittagong, said they are
now organising their activ-
ists as well as general people
foratougher movement.

“We, 18-party leaders of
Chittagong, held a meeting
in the port city recently to
discuss the nature and strat-
egy of the post-Eid move-
ment,” he added.

Nurul Amin Chowdhury,
secretary, Chittagong
(North) unit of Jamaat, said
recently they are using some
tactics to communicate with
their leaders and activists to
carry out the organisational
activitiesin the area.

Asked, Abu Taleb Mandal,
secretary of Pabna district
unit of Jamaat, said they still
face police action when they
bring out processions.

"But we continue to hold
different indoor
programmes to strengthen

the party network,"” he said.
"The party's grassroots
leaders have already over-
come the immediate after-
shock of the government
crackdown on the party
high- ups.”

Taleb went on, "Our
grassroots leaders’ morale
has already been boosted.
We are now able to hold a
large gathering in the capital
on a short notice. Now, we
are waiting for an opportune
moment to show our
strength.”

The party's grassroots
leaders, however, are getting
some opportunities to
organise themselves as the
local administration does
not force them to keep their
party offices closed, unlike
the case with the central
office.

Jamaat's central office in
the capital has been kept
closed since the police raid
on September 19 last year
following the party men's
violent protest in the capital
against the crackdown on
party high-ups. The city
office of the party has also
met the same fate.

With the party's top lead-

ers including its chief and
secretary general now in
detention and facing
charges of crimes against
humanity, some mid-level
central leaders are running
the party affairs over the
telephone and by issuing
press releases.

They also meet local
leaders of the party in differ-
ent areas of the capital to
keep them actively involved
in party programmes.

"We usually hold meet-
ings at the offices of the
party's thana units in the
capital or sometimes at
community centres with
permission from local
police," said Matiur Rahman
Akanda, Jamaat's assistant
publicity secretary.

Contacted, some district
level Jamaat leaders said
local leaders and activists of
the BNP are still cautious
about closeness with Jamaat
since any joint programine
(such as processions, meet-
ings) with Jamaat men
invites police action.

The Jamaat leaders said
they believe this situation
would end soon.

Assad, most rebels agree
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stopshooting first.

"The Syrian government
has agreed to a ceasefire"
during Eid ul-Azha, Brahimi
told reporters in Cairo, adding
that "most" rebel leaders
contacted said they also
would observe the truce.

"If we succeed with this
modest initiative, a longer
ceasefire can be built," that
would allow the launch of a
political process, Brahimi
said after talks with Arab
League chief Nabil al-Arabi.

The UN-Arab League
peace envoy said the Syrian
government would officially
announce its acceptance by
today.

The Syrian foreign minis-
try said in a statement, "The
army command is studying
the cessation of military oper-
ations during the Eid holiday,
and the final decision will be
taken tomorrow (Thurs-
day)."

The rebels, however,
remained sceptical that
regime troops would indeed
observeatruce.

"The FSA will stop firing if
the regime stops,” said FSA
military council chief General
Mustafa al-Sheikh, speaking
to AFP by telephone from
Turkey.

But, he said, the "regime
has lied many times before. It

will implement the truce,
evenifitsaysit will."

A truce if it were to hold
would be the most important
breakthrough since the con-
flict spread from localised
clashes to engulf the entire
country in a full-fledged civil
war which the Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights said yesterday has
now claimed more than
35,000 lives.

Brahimi's predecessor as
international peace envoy,
Kofi Annan, announced a
short-lived ceasefire in April,
two months after being
appointed.

Brahimi's dramatic
announcement came as
violence raged, with atleast 48
killed across the country
vesterday, according to the
Britain-based Observatory.

And warplanes raided the
rebel-held town of Maaret al-
Numan, the Observatory said,
even as Brahimi prepared to
brief the UN Security Council
on his ceasefire efforts.

In Moscow, Russia's top
general said yesterday that the
rebels had secured shoulder-
launched missile systems
capable of shooting down
aircraft, including Stingers
made by the United States.

On the diplomatic front,
United Nations spokesman

would brief the divided
Security Council on his efforts
yesterday.

Criminal
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alias Boro Jamal, 45, son of

Adam Ali of Megdai village in
the upazila.

Several Rab members also
sustained injures during the
gunfight, said Md Alamgir
Hossain, officer-in-charge of
Kachua Police Station, quot-
ing Rab officials.

Jamal was accused in five
cases including robbery and
theft, he said.

The OC said on a tip-off
that Jamal and his gang were
preparing to commit a rob-
bery, a team of Rab-11 con-
ducted a raid at Bachaiya
village in the upazila around
2:00am.

Sensing presence of the
elite force, the gang opened
fire on them, forcing the Rab
to retaliate.

After around a half an
hour-long gunbattle, Jamal's
bullet-ridden body was
found lying in a pool of
blood while his accomplices
managed to flee.

Police took the body to
Chandpur Sadar Hospital
morgue foranautopsy.

Rab men recovered a fire-
arm and several machetes
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